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What We Talk About When We Talk About Love: A
Deep Dive Analysis

Introduction:

Raymond Carver's iconic short story, "What We Talk About When We Talk About Love,"
isn't just a collection of conversations; it's a poignant exploration of the elusive nature of
love itself. This post delves deep into Carver's masterpiece, analyzing its themes,
characters, narrative structure, and enduring relevance in contemporary society. We'll
unpack the complexities of love as portrayed in the story, examining the diverse
perspectives and the often-painful realities of human connection. Prepare to embark on a
journey into the heart of Carver's minimalist masterpiece and discover new layers of
meaning within its seemingly simple dialogue. We'll unravel the ambiguities, dissect the
subtle power dynamics, and ultimately, ask ourselves: what do we talk about when we talk
about love?

I. Deconstructing the Conversations: A Narrative Analysis

Carver masterfully employs a seemingly simple narrative structure: four individuals
engaged in conversations about love. However, the simplicity is deceptive. The
conversations are layered, fragmented, and often contradictory, mirroring the
complexities of love itself. The shifting perspectives of Mel, his wife Terri, and their
guests, Ed and his wife, showcase the subjective nature of love and its lack of a universally
agreed-upon definition. Each character's understanding of love is shaped by their personal
experiences, traumas, and desires, highlighting the diverse and sometimes conflicting
ways we experience and define this powerful emotion. The seemingly casual nature of
their conversations unveils deeper anxieties, unspoken resentments, and unfulfilled
desires. The casual setting – a seemingly ordinary evening – contrasts sharply with the
emotional weight and vulnerability expressed, creating a palpable sense of tension and
unease.

II. Exploring the Themes: Beyond the Surface

The story isn't simply about romantic love; it grapples with broader themes, including:

The Illusion of Love: The story challenges the romanticized notion of love as a constant
state of bliss. Instead, Carver portrays love as messy, flawed, and often painful. The
characters' stories reveal the disappointment, disillusionment, and even heartbreak that
can accompany long-term relationships.

The Power of Memory and Trauma: Past experiences profoundly shape the characters'
understanding and experience of love. Terri's past trauma, alluded to through fragmented



memories, deeply colors her perception of love and intimacy. This underscores the lasting
impact of past experiences on our present relationships.

Communication and Miscommunication: The central theme revolves around the inherent
difficulties of communication, particularly in matters of the heart. The characters struggle
to articulate their feelings, leading to misunderstandings and missed connections. The
very act of "talking about love" becomes a source of both connection and disconnect.
Silences, unspoken anxieties, and subtle shifts in tone become as significant as the words
themselves.

The Elusive Nature of Truth: The story questions the possibility of achieving absolute
understanding and truth within relationships. The ambiguity surrounding the characters'
pasts and present realities leaves the reader questioning the validity of their claims and
interpretations of love. This ambiguity is central to the story's lasting impact, inviting
ongoing interpretation and discussion.

III. Character Analysis: Four Perspectives on Love

Each character represents a distinct perspective on love:

Terri: The most emotionally volatile character, Terri reveals a vulnerability and a yearning
for genuine connection masked by a facade of cynical detachment. Her past traumas
significantly impact her ability to trust and fully embrace love.

Mel: Mel acts as a mediator, attempting to navigate the complexities of the conversations
while wrestling with his own anxieties and insecurities about love. He reveals a deep-
seated fear of losing Terri.

Ed: Ed, with his seemingly casual and almost boastful anecdotes, reveals a surprising
depth of insecurity beneath his bravado. His stories about love are often self-serving and
fail to acknowledge the complexities and potential pain inherent in relationships.

Ed's Wife: She provides a quieter perspective, her observations often insightful and
insightful. She offers a glimpse into the subtle realities of long-term relationships and the
compromises inherent in sustaining them.

IV. Style and Technique: Minimalism and its Impact

Carver's minimalist style is crucial to the story's impact. The sparse prose, the focus on
dialogue, and the absence of lengthy descriptions allow the reader to focus on the subtle
nuances of the characters' interactions and emotional states. The seemingly simple
language belies the emotional complexity of the themes. This minimalism underscores the
often-unsaid and unspoken aspects of relationships, making the story intensely personal
and relatable.

V. Enduring Relevance: A Timeless Exploration

Despite being written decades ago, "What We Talk About When We Talk About Love"
remains profoundly relevant today. The challenges of communication, the complexities of
human relationships, and the elusive nature of love are timeless themes that continue to



resonate with readers. The story’s focus on the ambiguities of human connection and the
constant struggle for understanding within relationships provides an enduring mirror to
our own experiences.

VI. Conclusion: The Ongoing Conversation

Ultimately, Carver's story leaves us with more questions than answers. It doesn't provide a
neat definition of love but rather highlights the multifaceted nature of this fundamental
human experience. The story's enduring power lies in its ability to spark ongoing
conversation and self-reflection about our own understanding and experience of love. It
invites us to engage in our own conversations about love, acknowledging its complexities,
its ambiguities, and its profound capacity for both joy and sorrow.

Book Outline: "Understanding Carver's Masterpiece: A Critical Analysis of 'What We Talk
About When We Talk About Love'"

Introduction: Overview of Raymond Carver's life and work, the story's significance, and
the scope of the analysis.
Chapter 1: Narrative Structure and Dialogue: Detailed analysis of the story's
conversational structure, its impact on the narrative, and the use of minimalist prose.
Chapter 2: Themes and Motifs: In-depth examination of the story's key themes, including
the illusions of love, the power of memory, communication breakdowns, and the elusive
nature of truth.
Chapter 3: Character Analysis: Close examination of each character's motivations,
perspectives, and contributions to the story's overall message.
Chapter 4: Style and Technique: Analysis of Carver's minimalist writing style and its effect
on the reader's experience.
Chapter 5: Historical and Cultural Context: Exploration of the story's relevance in the
context of its time and its lasting impact on contemporary literature.
Chapter 6: Critical Interpretations: Overview of various critical readings and
interpretations of the story.
Chapter 7: Enduring Relevance and Legacy: Discussion of the story's continued relevance
in contemporary society and its influence on subsequent works.
Conclusion: Summary of key findings and a final reflection on the story's profound impact.

FAQs:

What is the main conflict in "What We Talk About When We Talk About Love"? The1.
main conflict is not a clear-cut external one but rather an internal struggle within
each character to define and understand love, coupled with communication
breakdowns between them.

What is the significance of the title? The title highlights the irony that even while1.
people talk about love, they often fail to truly connect or understand each other's



perspectives.

What is Carver's writing style? Carver's style is minimalist, characterized by sparse1.
prose, precise language, and a focus on dialogue and subtle emotional nuances.

How does the setting contribute to the story's meaning? The seemingly ordinary1.
setting amplifies the emotional intensity of the conversations, highlighting the
contrast between casual appearances and deep-seated anxieties.

What is the role of memory in the story? Memory plays a crucial role in shaping the1.
characters' perceptions of love, particularly Terri's past trauma.

What are the different interpretations of love presented in the story? The story offers1.
multiple, often conflicting, perspectives on love, ranging from romantic idealism to
cynical realism.

How does the story use silence and unspoken words? Silences and unspoken words1.
are as important as spoken dialogue, conveying unspoken anxieties, resentments,
and unresolved conflicts.

Why is the story still relevant today? The story's themes of communication, the1.
complexities of relationships, and the elusive nature of love remain timeless and
relatable to contemporary readers.

What is the overall message or takeaway from the story? The story suggests that love1.
is complex, ambiguous, and often difficult to define or achieve, urging us to confront
our own struggles with understanding and expressing love.

Related Articles:



Raymond Carver's Minimalist Style: A Deep Dive: An exploration of Carver's unique1.
writing techniques and their impact on his work.

The Power of Dialogue in Literary Fiction: A discussion on the importance of dialogue1.
as a narrative device in conveying character and theme.

Exploring Trauma and its Impact on Relationships: An analysis of how past trauma1.
influences present relationships and emotional well-being.

Communication Breakdown in Intimate Relationships: A look at common1.
communication problems in relationships and strategies for improvement.

The Illusion of Romantic Love: Deconstructing Idealism: A critical examination of the1.
romanticized notion of love and its limitations.

Minimalism in Modern Literature: A broader examination of the minimalist1.
movement in literature and its key characteristics.

The Role of Memory in Shaping Identity: An exploration of how memories and past1.
experiences contribute to our sense of self.

The Art of Subtext in Fiction: A guide on understanding and interpreting subtle1.
meanings and unspoken emotions in literary works.

Raymond Carver's Legacy: His Influence on Contemporary Writers: A discussion of1.
Carver's lasting impact on the literary world and his influence on subsequent
generations of writers.



  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: What We Talk About When We
Talk About Love Raymond Carver, 2015-05-25 The most celebrated story collection from “one of
the true American masters” (The New York Review of Books)—a haunting meditation on love, loss,
and companionship, and finding one’s way through the dark that includes the iconic and
much-referenced title story featured in the Academy Award-winning film Birdman. Raymond
Carver's America is ... clouded by pain and the loss of dreams, but it is not as fragile as it looks. It is
a place of survivors and a place of stories.... [Carver] has done what many of the most gifted writers
fail to do: He has invented a country of his own, like no other except that very world, as Wordsworth
said, which is the world to all of us. —The New York Times Book Review
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Beginners Raymond Carver,
2015-09-15 From “one of the great short story writers of our time—of any time” (The Philadelphia
Inquirer)—comes the original manuscript of the seminal 1981 collection, What We Talk About When
We Talk About Love. Raymond Carver is one of the most celebrated short-story writers in American
literature—his style is both instantly recognizable and hugely influential—and the pieces in What We
Talk About…, which portray the gritty loves and lives of the American working class, are counted
among the foundation stones of the contemporary short story. In this unedited text, we gain insight
into the process of a great writer. These expansive stories illuminate the many dimensions of
Carver’s style, and are indispensable to our understanding of his legacy. Text established by William
L. Stull and Maureen P. Carroll
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: What We Talk About When We Talk
About Anne Frank Nathan Englander, 2024-11-14 A viciously funny and intelligently provocative
play about family, friendship and faith, adapted by the author from his Pulitzer-finalist short story.
Who in your life would you trust to keep you alive? And who do you know who would risk their own
life for yours? Debbie and Lauren were best friends until Lauren became ultra-Orthodox, changed
her name and moved to Jerusalem. More than twenty years later, husbands in tow, their Florida
reunion descends with painful but hilarious inevitability into an argument about parenthood,
marriage, friendship and faith. If you really want to ensure a Jewish future, you should be like me.
Good, old-fashioned afraid. Nathan Englander's serious comedy, adapted for the stage from his
Pulitzer-finalist short story, received its European premiere at the Marylebone Theatre, London, in
October 2024.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Heliogabalus Antonin Artaud,
2020-05-15 Antonin Artaud’s novelised biography of the 3rd-century Roman Emperor Heliogabalus is
simultaneously his most accessible and his most extreme book. Written in 1933, at the time when
Artaud was preparing to stage his legendary Theatre of Cruelty, HELIOGABALUS is a powerful
concoction of sexual excess, self-deification and terminal violence. Reflecting its author’s
preoccupations of the time with the occult, magic, Satan, and a range of esoteric religions, the book
shows Artaud at his most lucid as he assembles an entire world-view from raw material of insanity,
sexual obsession and anger. Artaud arranges his account of Heliogabalus’s reign around the
breaking of corporeal borders and the expulsion of body fluids, often inventing incidents from the
Emperor’s life in order to make more explicit his own passionate denunciations of modern existence.
No reader of this, Artaud’s most inflammatory work – translated into English here for the very first
time – will emerge unscathed from the experience. Translated by Alexis Lykiard and with an
introduction by Stephen Barber (author and cultural historian).
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Dancing After Hours Andre Dubus,
2011-07-20 A New York Times Notable Book of the Year From a genuine hero of the American short
story comes a luminous collection that reveals the seams of hurt, courage, and tenderness that run
through the bedrock of contemporary American life. In these fourteen stories, Dubus depicts
ordinary men and women confronting injury and loneliness, the lack of love and the terror of actually
having it. Out of his characters' struggles and small failures--and their unexpected moments of
redemption--Dubus creates fiction that bears comparison to the short story's greatest
creators--Chekhov, Raymond Carver, Flannery O'Connor.



  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Call If You Need Me Raymond
Carver, 2015-05-25 The complete uncollected fiction and nonfiction, including the five posthumously
discovered “last” stories, published here in book form for the first time—from “one of the great short
story writers of our time—of any time” (The Philadelphia Inquirer). Call If You Need Me includes all
of the prose previously collected in No Heroics, Please, four essays from Fires, and those five
marvelous stories that range over the period of Carver’s mature writing and give his devoted
readers a final glimpse of the great writer at work. The pure pleasure of Carver’s writing is
everywhere in his work, here no less than in those stories that have already entered the canon of
modern literature.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: What We Talk About When We
Talk About Rape Sohaila Abdulali, 2018-11-27 What We Talk About When We Talk About Rape is
brilliant, frank, empowering, and urgently necessary. Sohaila Abdulali has created a powerful tool
for examining rape culture and language on the individual, societal, and global level that everyone
can benefit from reading. —Jill Soloway In the tradition of Rebecca Solnit, a beautifully written,
deeply intelligent, searingly honest—and ultimately hopeful—examination of sexual assault and the
global discourse on rape told through the perspective of a survivor, writer, counselor, and activist
After surviving gang-rape at seventeen in Mumbai, Sohaila Abdulali was indignant about the
deafening silence that followed and wrote a fiery piece about the perception of rape—and rape
victims—for a women's magazine. Thirty years later, with no notice, her article reappeared and went
viral in the wake of the 2012 fatal gang-rape in New Delhi, prompting her to write a New York Times
op-ed about healing from rape that was widely circulated. Now, Abdulali has written What We Talk
About When We Talk About Rape—a thoughtful, generous, unflinching look at rape and rape culture.
Drawing on her own experience, her work with hundreds of survivors as the head of a rape crisis
center in Boston, and three decades of grappling with rape as a feminist intellectual and writer,
Abdulali tackles some of our thorniest questions about rape, articulating the confounding way we
account for who gets raped and why—and asking how we want to raise the next generation. In
interviews with survivors from around the world we hear moving personal accounts of hard-earned
strength, humor, and wisdom that collectively tell the larger story of what rape means and how
healing can occur. Abdulali also points to the questions we don't talk about: Is rape always a
life-definining event? Is one rape worse than another? Is a world without rape possible? What We
Talk About When We Talk About Rape is a book for this #MeToo and #TimesUp age that will stay
with readers—men and women alike—for a long, long time.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Cathedral Raymond Carver,
2015-05-25 PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • Twelve short stories that mark a turning point in the work
of “one of the true American masters (The New York Review of Books). “A writer of astonishing
compassion and honesty … His eye is so clear, it almost breaks your heart.” —The Washington Post
Book World A remarkable collection that includes the canonical titular story about blindness and
learning to enter the very different world of another. These twelve stories “overflow with the danger,
excitement, mystery and possibility of life.” —The Washington Post Book World
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: How to Talk About Books You
Haven't Read Pierre Bayard, 2010-08-10 In this delightfully witty, provocative book, literature
professor and psychoanalyst Pierre Bayard argues that not having read a book need not be an
impediment to having an interesting conversation about it. (In fact, he says, in certain situations
reading the book is the worst thing you could do.) Using examples from such writers as Graham
Greene, Oscar Wilde, Montaigne, and Umberto Eco, he describes the varieties of non-reading-from
books that you've never heard of to books that you've read and forgotten-and offers advice on how to
turn a sticky social situation into an occasion for creative brilliance. Practical, funny, and
thought-provoking, How to Talk About Books You Haven't Read-which became a favorite of readers
everywhere in the hardcover edition-is in the end a love letter to books, offering a whole new
perspective on how we read and absorb them.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Will You Please Be Quiet, Please?



Raymond Carver, 2015-05-25 The first collection of stories from “one of the great short story writers
of our time” (The Philadelphia Inquirer) breathed new life into the American short story, showing us
the humor and tragedy that dwell in the hearts of ordinary people. [Carver's stories] can ... be
counted among the masterpieces of American Literature. —The New York Times Book Review One of
the great short story writers of our time—of any time. —The Philadelhpia Inquirer The whole
collection is a knock out. Few writers can match Raymond Carver's entwining style and language.
—The Dallas Morning News
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Look Both Ways Jason Reynolds,
2020-10-27 A collection of ten short stories that all take place in the same day about kids walking
home from school--
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Let's Talk About Love Claire Kann,
2018-01-23 Striking a perfect balance between heartfelt emotions and spot-on humor, this debut
features a pop-culture enthusiast protagonist with an unforgettable voice sure to resonate with
readers. Alice had her whole summer planned. Nonstop all-you-can-eat buffets while marathoning
her favorite TV shows (best friends totally included) with the smallest dash of adulting—working at
the library to pay her share of the rent. The only thing missing from her perfect plan? Her girlfriend
(who ended things when Alice confessed she's asexual). Alice is done with dating—no thank you, do
not pass go, stick a fork in her, done. But then Alice meets Takumi and she can’t stop thinking about
him or the rom com-grade romance feels she did not ask for (uncertainty, butterflies, and swoons, oh
my!). When her blissful summer takes an unexpected turn and Takumi becomes her knight with a
shiny library-employee badge (close enough), Alice has to decide if she’s willing to risk their
friendship for a love that might not be reciprocated—or understood. Claire Kann’s debut novel Let’s
Talk About Love, chosen by readers like you for Macmillan's young adult imprint Swoon Reads,
gracefully explores the struggle with emerging adulthood and the complicated line between
friendship and what it might mean to be something more. Praise for Let’s Talk About Love from the
Swoon Reads community: “A sweet and beautiful journey about self-discovery and identity!” —Macy
Filia, reader on SwoonReads.com “There aren't many novels that have asexual characters and it's
something people need more of.” —Alice, reader on SwoonReads.com “I want this on my shelf where
I can admire it every day.” —Kiara, reader on SwoonReads.com
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: What We Don't Talk About When We
Talk About Fat Aubrey Gordon, 2020-11-17 From the creator of Your Fat Friend and co-host of the
Maintenance Phase podcast, an explosive indictment of the systemic and cultural bias facing
plus-size people. Anti-fatness is everywhere. In What We Don’t Talk About When We Talk About Fat,
Aubrey Gordon unearths the cultural attitudes and social systems that have led to people being
denied basic needs because they are fat and calls for social justice movements to be inclusive of
plus-sized people’s experiences. Unlike the recent wave of memoirs and quasi self-help books that
encourage readers to love and accept themselves, Gordon pushes the discussion further towards
authentic fat activism, which includes ending legal weight discrimination, giving equal access to
health care for large people, increased access to public spaces, and ending anti-fat violence. As she
argues, “I did not come to body positivity for self-esteem. I came to it for social justice.” By sharing
her experiences as well as those of others—from smaller fat to very fat people—she concludes that to
be fat in our society is to be seen as an undeniable failure, unlovable, unforgivable, and morally
condemnable. Fatness is an open invitation for others to express disgust, fear, and insidious
concern. To be fat is to be denied humanity and empathy. Studies show that fat survivors of sexual
assault are less likely to be believed and less likely than their thin counterparts to report various
crimes; 27% of very fat women and 13% of very fat men attempt suicide; over 50% of doctors
describe their fat patients as “awkward, unattractive, ugly and noncompliant”; and in 48 states, it’s
legal—even routine—to deny employment because of an applicant’s size. Advancing fat justice and
changing prejudicial structures and attitudes will require work from all people. What We Don’t Talk
About When We Talk About Fat is a crucial tool to create a tectonic shift in the way we see, talk
about, and treat our bodies, fat and thin alike.



  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Good Kings Bad Kings Susan
Nussbaum, 2013-11-12 Bellwether Award winner Susan Nussbaum’s powerful novel invites us into
the lives of a group of typical teenagers—alienated, funny, yearning for autonomy—except that they
live in an institution for juveniles with disabilities. This unfamiliar, isolated landscape is much the
same as the world outside: friendships are forged, trust is built, love affairs are kindled, and rules
are broken. But those who call it home have little or no control over their fate. Good Kings Bad Kings
challenges our definitions of what it means to be disabled in a story told with remarkable
authenticity and in voices that resound with humor and spirit.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Reclaiming Conversation Sherry
Turkle, 2015 An engaging look at how technology is undermining our creativity and relationships
and how face-to-face conversation can help us get it back.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: We Need to Talk About Kevin Lionel
Shriver, 2011-05-01 The inspiration for the film starring Tilda Swinton and John C. Reilly, this
resonant story of a mother’s unsettling quest to understand her teenage son’s deadly violence, her
own ambivalence toward motherhood, and the explosive link between them remains terrifyingly
prescient. Eva never really wanted to be a mother. And certainly not the mother of a boy who
murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker, and a much–adored teacher in
a school shooting two days before his sixteenth birthday. Neither nature nor nurture exclusively
shapes a child's character. But Eva was always uneasy with the sacrifices and social demotion of
motherhood. Did her internalized dislike for her own son shape him into the killer he’s become? How
much is her fault? Now, two years later, it is time for her to come to terms with Kevin’s horrific
rampage, all in a series of startlingly direct correspondences with her estranged husband, Franklin.
A piercing, unforgettable, and penetrating exploration of violence and responsibility, a book that the
Boston Globe describes as “impossible to put down,” is a stunning examination of how tragedy
affects a town, a marriage, and a family.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Something to Talk About Meryl
Wilsner, 2020-05-26 A showrunner and her assistant give the world something to talk about when
they accidentally fuel a ridiculous rumor in this debut romance. Hollywood powerhouse Jo is
photographed making her assistant Emma laugh on the red carpet, and just like that, the tabloids
declare them a couple. The so-called scandal couldn't come at a worse time—threatening Emma's
promotion and Jo's new movie. As the gossip spreads, it starts to affect all areas of their lives.
Paparazzi are following them outside the office, coworkers are treating them differently, and a
“source” is feeding information to the media. But their only comment is “no comment”. With the
launch of Jo’s film project fast approaching, the two women begin to spend even more time together,
getting along famously. Emma seems to have a sixth sense for knowing what Jo needs. And Jo,
known for being aloof and outwardly cold, opens up to Emma in a way neither of them expects. They
begin to realize the rumor might not be so off base after all…but is acting on the spark between
them worth fanning the gossip flames?
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: What We See When We Read Peter
Mendelsund, 2014-08-05 A gorgeously unique, fully illustrated exploration into the phenomenology
of reading—how we visualize images from reading works of literature, from one of our very best
book jacket designers, himself a passionate reader. “A playful, illustrated treatise on how words give
rise to mental images.” —The New York Times What do we see when we read? Did Tolstoy really
describe Anna Karenina? Did Melville ever really tell us what, exactly, Ishmael looked like? The
collection of fragmented images on a page—a graceful ear there, a stray curl, a hat positioned just
so—and other clues and signifiers helps us to create an image of a character. But in fact our sense
that we know a character intimately has little to do with our ability to concretely picture our
beloved—or reviled—literary figures. In this remarkable work of nonfiction, Knopf's Associate Art
Director Peter Mendelsund combines his profession, as an award-winning designer; his first career,
as a classically trained pianist; and his first love, literature—he considers himself first and foremost
as a reader—into what is sure to be one of the most provocative and unusual investigations into how



we understand the act of reading.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Wilds Julia Elliott, 2014-10-14 At
an obscure South Carolina nursing home, a lost world reemerges as a disabled elderly woman
undergoes newfangled brain-restoration procedures and begins to explore her environment with the
assistance of strap-on robot legs. At a deluxe medical spa on a nameless Caribbean island, a
middle-aged woman hopes to revitalize her fading youth with grotesque rejuvenating therapies that
combine cutting-edge medical technologies with holistic approaches and the pseudo-religious dogma
of Zen-infused self-help. And in a rinky-dink mill town, an adolescent girl is unexpectedly inspired by
the ravings and miraculous levitation of her fundamentalist friend's weird grandmother. These are
only a few of the scenarios readers encounter in Julia Elliott's debut collection, The Wilds. In these
genre-bending stories, teetering between the ridiculous and the sublime, Elliott's language-driven
fiction uses outlandish tropes to capture poignant moments in her humble characters' lives. Without
abandoning the tenets of classic storytelling, Elliott revels in lush lyricism, dark humor, and
experimental play. --
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Let's Talk About Love Carl Wilson,
2014-03-13 For his 2007 critically acclaimed 33 1/3 series title, Let's Talk About Love, Carl Wilson
went on a quest to find his inner Céline Dion fan and explore how we define ourselves by what we
call good and bad, what we love and what we hate. At once among the most widely beloved and most
reviled and lampooned pop stars of the past few decades, Céline Dion's critics call her mawkish and
overblown while millions of fans around the world adore her “huge pipes” and even bigger feelings.
How can anyone say which side is right? This new, expanded edition goes even further, calling on
thirteen prominent writers and musicians to respond to themes ranging from sentiment and kitsch to
cultural capital and musical snobbery. The original text is followed by lively arguments and stories
from Nick Hornby, Krist Novoselic, Ann Powers, Mary Gaitskill, James Franco, Sheila Heti and
others. In a new afterword, Carl Wilson examines recent cultural changes in love and hate, including
the impact of technology and social media on how taste works (or doesn't) in the 21st century.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Before We Were Strangers Renée
Carlino, 2015-08-18 From the USA TODAY bestselling author of Sweet Thing and Nowhere But Here
comes a love story about a Craigslist “missed connection” post that gives two people a second
chance at love fifteen years after they were separated in New York City. To the Green-eyed
Lovebird: We met fifteen years ago, almost to the day, when I moved my stuff into the NYU dorm
room next to yours at Senior House. You called us fast friends. I like to think it was more. We lived
on nothing but the excitement of finding ourselves through music (you were obsessed with Jeff
Buckley), photography (I couldn’t stop taking pictures of you), hanging out in Washington Square
Park, and all the weird things we did to make money. I learned more about myself that year than any
other. Yet, somehow, it all fell apart. We lost touch the summer after graduation when I went to
South America to work for National Geographic. When I came back, you were gone. A part of me still
wonders if I pushed you too hard after the wedding… I didn’t see you again until a month ago. It was
a Wednesday. You were rocking back on your heels, balancing on that thick yellow line that runs
along the subway platform, waiting for the F train. I didn’t know it was you until it was too late, and
then you were gone. Again. You said my name; I saw it on your lips. I tried to will the train to stop,
just so I could say hello. After seeing you, all of the youthful feelings and memories came flooding
back to me, and now I’ve spent the better part of a month wondering what your life is like. I might
be totally out of my mind, but would you like to get a drink with me and catch up on the last decade
and a half? M
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Love Hypothesis Ali Hazelwood,
2021-09-14 The Instant New York Times Bestseller and TikTok Sensation! As seen on THE VIEW! A
BuzzFeed Best Summer Read of 2021 When a fake relationship between scientists meets the
irresistible force of attraction, it throws one woman's carefully calculated theories on love into
chaos. As a third-year Ph.D. candidate, Olive Smith doesn't believe in lasting romantic
relationships--but her best friend does, and that's what got her into this situation. Convincing Anh



that Olive is dating and well on her way to a happily ever after was always going to take more than
hand-wavy Jedi mind tricks: Scientists require proof. So, like any self-respecting biologist, Olive
panics and kisses the first man she sees. That man is none other than Adam Carlsen, a young
hotshot professor--and well-known ass. Which is why Olive is positively floored when Stanford's
reigning lab tyrant agrees to keep her charade a secret and be her fake boyfriend. But when a big
science conference goes haywire, putting Olive's career on the Bunsen burner, Adam surprises her
again with his unyielding support and even more unyielding...six-pack abs. Suddenly their little
experiment feels dangerously close to combustion. And Olive discovers that the only thing more
complicated than a hypothesis on love is putting her own heart under the microscope.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Love in the Big City Sang Young Park,
2021-11-16 A funny, transporting, surprising, and poignant novel that was one of the highest-selling
debuts of recent years in Korea, Love in the Big City tells the story of a young gay man searching for
happiness in the lonely city of Seoul Love in the Big City is the English-language debut of Sang
Young Park, one of Korea’s most exciting young writers. A runaway bestseller, the novel hit the top
five lists of all the major bookstores, went into twenty-six printings, and was praised for its unique
literary voice and perspective. It is now poised to capture a worldwide readership. Young is a cynical
yet fun-loving Korean student who pinballs from home to class to the beds of recent Tinder matches.
He and Jaehee, his female best friend and roommate, frequent nearby bars where they push away
their anxieties about their love lives, families, and money with rounds of soju and ice-cold Marlboro
Reds that they keep in their freezer. Yet over time, even Jaehee leaves Young to settle down, leaving
him alone to care for his ailing mother and to find companionship in his relationships with a series of
men, including one whose handsomeness is matched by his coldness, and another who might end up
being the great love of his life. A brilliantly written novel that takes us into the glittering nighttime
of Seoul and the bleary-eyed morning after with both humor and emotion, Love in the Big City is a
wry portrait of millennial loneliness as well as the abundant joys of queer life.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Wife Between Us Greer
Hendricks, Sarah Pekkanen, 2018-01-09 The instant New York Times Bestseller (January 2018)! A
fiendishly smart cat-and-mouse thriller —New York Times Book Review Buckle up, because you
won't be able to put this one down. —Glamour Jaw dropping. Unforgettable. Shocking. —Publishers
Weekly (starred review) The best domestic suspense novel since Gone Girl. —In Touch Weekly When
you read this book, you will make many assumptions. You will assume you are reading about a
jealous ex-wife. You will assume she is obsessed with her replacement – a beautiful, younger woman
who is about to marry the man they both love. You will assume you know the anatomy of this tangled
love triangle. Assume nothing. Twisted and deliciously chilling, Greer Hendricks and Sarah
Pekkanen's The Wife Between Us exposes the secret complexities of an enviable marriage - and the
dangerous truths we ignore in the name of love. Read between the lies. A 2018 Indie Next Pick | One
of Glamour Magazine's Best Books of 2018 | One of Hello Giggles' 19 Books We Can't Wait to Read
in 2018 Praise for The Wife Between Us: Fiendishly clever...in the vein of Gone Girl and The Girl on
the Train. This one will keep you guessing. —Anita Shreve, New York Times bestselling author of
The Stars are Fire “A clever thriller with masterful twists.” – Karin Slaughter, New York Times
bestselling author of The Kept Woman The Wife Between Us delivers a whip smart, twisty plot in a
taut, pacy narrative. It's terrific and troubling. This is one scary love triangle where you won't know
who to trust. I loved it. –Gilly Macmillan, New York Times bestselling author of What She Knew A
twisty, mind-bending novel about marriage and betrayal. A gripping plot and fascinating characters;
this book will keep you turning the pages and guessing until the very end. A must-read! –Lauren
Weisberger, New York Times bestselling author of The Devil Wears Prada “This amazing story
gallops along at breakneck speed, with an ending that smacks you between the eyes and takes your
breath away. These authors are destined to become trail blazers in the field of psychological
suspense books that explode in your hands!” —Nancy Simpson-Brice, Book Vault “Like a house of
mirrors, The Wife Between Us kept me guessing around every corner, delving into the complexities
of marriage, friendship, and obsession.” —Javier Ramirez, The Book Table



  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: How We Talk N. J. Enfield,
2017-11-14 An expert guide to how conversation works, from how we know when to speak to why
huh is a universal word We all had teachers who scolded us over the use of um, uh-huh, oh, like, and
mm-hmm. But as linguist N. J. Enfield reveals in How We Talk, these bad words are fundamental to
language.Whether we are speaking with the clerk at the store, our boss, or our spouse, language is
dependent on things as commonplace as a rising tone of voice, an apparently meaningless word, or a
glance -- signals so small that we hardly pay them any conscious attention. Nevertheless, they are
the essence of how we speak. From the traffic signals of speech to the importance of um, How We
Talk revolutionizes our understanding of conversation. In the process, Enfield reveals what makes
language universally -- and uniquely -- human.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: All About Love bell hooks, 2018-01-30
A New York Times bestseller and enduring classic, All About Love is the acclaimed first volume in
feminist icon bell hooks' Love Song to the Nation trilogy. All About Love reveals what causes a
polarized society, and how to heal the divisions that cause suffering. Here is the truth about love,
and inspiration to help us instill caring, compassion, and strength in our homes, schools, and
workplaces. “The word ‘love’ is most often defined as a noun, yet we would all love better if we used
it as a verb,” writes bell hooks as she comes out fighting and on fire in All About Love. Here, at her
most provocative and intensely personal, renowned scholar, cultural critic and feminist bell hooks
offers a proactive new ethic for a society bereft with lovelessness--not the lack of romance, but the
lack of care, compassion, and unity. People are divided, she declares, by society’s failure to provide a
model for learning to love. As bell hooks uses her incisive mind to explore the question “What is
love?” her answers strike at both the mind and heart. Razing the cultural paradigm that the ideal
love is infused with sex and desire, she provides a new path to love that is sacred, redemptive, and
healing for individuals and for a nation. The Utne Reader declared bell hooks one of the “100
Visionaries Who Can Change Your Life.” All About Love is a powerful, timely affirmation of just how
profoundly her revelations can change hearts and minds for the better.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Most Fun We Ever Had Claire
Lombardo, 2021-04-06 NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • “A gripping and poignant ode to a
messy, loving family in all its glory.” —Madeline Miller, bestselling author of Circe In this “rich,
complex family saga” (USA Today) full of long-buried family secrets, Marilyn Connolly and David
Sorenson fall in love in the 1970s, blithely ignorant of all that awaits them. By 2016, they have four
radically different daughters, each in a state of unrest. Wendy, widowed young, soothes herself with
booze and younger men; Violet, a litigator turned stay-at-home-mom, battles anxiety and self-doubt;
Liza, a neurotic and newly tenured professor, finds herself pregnant with a baby she's not sure she
wants by a man she's not sure she loves; and Grace, the dawdling youngest daughter, begins living a
lie that no one in her family even suspects. With the unexpected arrival of young Jonah Bendt—a
child placed for adoption by one of the daughters fifteen years before—the Sorensons will be forced
to reckon with the rich and varied tapestry of their past. As they grapple with years marred by
adolescent angst, infidelity, and resentment, they also find the transcendent moments of joy that
make everything else worthwhile.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Short Cuts Raymond Carver,
2015-05-25 From “one of the great short story writers of our time” (The Philadelphia Inquirer)—nine
stories and a poem that offer a searing portrait of American innocence and loss—and formed the
basis for the film “Short Cuts” directed by Robert Altman. With deadpan humor and enormous
tenderness, this is the work of “one of the true contemporary masters” (The New York Review of
Books). Features stories from the collections Will You Please Be Quiet, Please?, Where I’m Calling
From, What We Talk About When We Talk About Love, and A New Path to the Waterfall; including
an introduction by Robert Altman.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Work Won't Love You Back Sarah
Jaffe, 2021-01-26 A deeply-reported examination of why doing what you love is a recipe for
exploitation, creating a new tyranny of work in which we cheerily acquiesce to doing jobs that take



over our lives. You're told that if you do what you love, you'll never work a day in your life. Whether
it's working for exposure and experience, or enduring poor treatment in the name of being part of
the family, all employees are pushed to make sacrifices for the privilege of being able to do what we
love. In Work Won't Love You Back, Sarah Jaffe, a preeminent voice on labor, inequality, and social
movements, examines this labor of love myth—the idea that certain work is not really work, and
therefore should be done out of passion instead of pay. Told through the lives and experiences of
workers in various industries—from the unpaid intern, to the overworked teacher, to the nonprofit
worker and even the professional athlete—Jaffe reveals how all of us have been tricked into buying
into a new tyranny of work. As Jaffe argues, understanding the trap of the labor of love will empower
us to work less and demand what our work is worth. And once freed from those binds, we can finally
figure out what actually gives us joy, pleasure, and satisfaction.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Can't We Talk about Something
More Pleasant? Roz Chast, 2014-05-06 #1 New York Times Bestseller 2014 NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD FINALIST In her first memoir, New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast brings her signature wit to
the topic of aging parents. Spanning the last several years of their lives and told through four-color
cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a narrative as rife with laughs as it is with tears,
Chast's memoir is both comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the life-altering loss of
elderly parents. When it came to her elderly mother and father, Roz held to the practices of denial,
avoidance, and distraction. But when Elizabeth Chast climbed a ladder to locate an old souvenir
from the “crazy closet”-with predictable results-the tools that had served Roz well through her
parents' seventies, eighties, and into their early nineties could no longer be deployed. While the
particulars are Chast-ian in their idiosyncrasies-an anxious father who had relied heavily on his wife
for stability as he slipped into dementia and a former assistant principal mother whose overbearing
personality had sidelined Roz for decades-the themes are universal: adult children accepting a
parental role; aging and unstable parents leaving a family home for an institution; dealing with
uncomfortable physical intimacies; managing logistics; and hiring strangers to provide the most
personal care. An amazing portrait of two lives at their end and an only child coping as best she can,
Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant will show the full range of Roz Chast's talent as
cartoonist and storyteller.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Where I'm Calling from Raymond
Carver, 1988 A major collection of Carver's short stories, including seven new stories written shortly
before the author's death in 1988. Spans twenty-five years of the author's writing career with both
earlier works and original stories that explore betrayal, madness, and other reaches of human
experience, in tales including Intimacy and Boxes.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Five Love Languages Gary
Chapman, 2009-12-17 Marriage should be based on love, right? But does it seem as though you and
your spouse are speaking two different languages? #1 New York Times bestselling author Dr. Gary
Chapman guides couples in identifying, understanding, and speaking their spouse's primary love
language-quality time, words of affirmation, gifts, acts of service, or physical touch. By learning the
five love languages, you and your spouse will discover your unique love languages and learn
practical steps in truly loving each other. Chapters are categorized by love language for easy
reference, and each one ends with simple steps to express a specific language to your spouse and
guide your marriage in the right direction. A newly designed love languages assessment will help
you understand and strengthen your relationship. You can build a lasting, loving marriage together.
Gary Chapman hosts a nationally syndicated daily radio program called A Love Language Minute
that can be heard on more than 150 radio stations as well as the weekly syndicated program
Building Relationships with Gary Chapman, which can both be heard on fivelovelanguages.com. The
Five Love Languages is a consistent New York Times bestseller - with over 5 million copies sold and
translated into 38 languages. This book is a sales phenomenon, with each year outselling the prior
for 16 years running!
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Story Of An Hour Kate Chopin,



2014-04-22 Mrs. Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart condition, reflects on the death of her
husband from the safety of her locked room. Originally published in Vogue magazine, “The Story of
an Hour” was retitled as “The Dream of an Hour,” when it was published amid much controversy
under its new title a year later in St. Louis Life. “The Story of an Hour” was adapted to film in The
Joy That Kills by director Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS anthology called American
Playhouse. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format,
upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look
for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Good Talk Mira Jacob, 2019-03-26
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A “beautiful and eye-opening” (Jacqueline Woodson), “hilarious and
heart-rending” (Celeste Ng) graphic memoir about American identity, interracial families, and the
realities that divide us, from the acclaimed author of The Sleepwalker’s Guide to Dancing. ONE OF
THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Chicago Tribune, The New York Public Library, Publishers
Weekly • ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New York Times Book Review, Time,
BuzzFeed, Esquire, Literary Journal, Kirkus Reviews “How brown is too brown?” “Can Indians be
racist?” “What does real love between really different people look like?” Like many six-year-olds,
Mira Jacob’s half-Jewish, half-Indian son, Z, has questions about everything. At first they are
innocuous enough, but as tensions from the 2016 election spread from the media into his own family,
they become much, much more complicated. Trying to answer him honestly, Mira has to think back
to where she’s gotten her own answers: her most formative conversations about race, color,
sexuality, and, of course, love. Written with humor and vulnerability, this deeply relatable graphic
memoir is a love letter to the art of conversation—and to the hope that hovers in our most difficult
questions. LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/OPEN BOOK AWARD “Jacob’s earnest recollections are
often heartbreaking, but also infused with levity and humor. What stands out most is the fierce
compassion with which she parses the complexities of family and love.”—Time “Good Talk uses a
masterful mix of pictures and words to speak on life’s most uncomfortable conversations.”—io9
“Mira Jacob just made me toss everything I thought was possible in a book-as-art-object into the
garbage. Her new book changes everything.”—Kiese Laymon, New York Times bestselling author of
Heavy
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: We Talk, You Listen Vine Deloria,
2007-05-01 We Talk, You Listen is strong, boldly unconventional medicine from Vine Deloria Jr.
(1933-2005), one of the most important voices of twentieth-century Native American affairs. Here
the witty and insightful Indian spokesman turns his penetrating vision toward the disintegrating
core of American society. Written at a time when the traditions of the formerly omnipotent
Anglo-Saxon male were crumbling under the pressures of a changing world, Deloria's book
interprets racial conflict, inflation, the ecological crisis, and power groups as symptoms rather than
causes of the American malaise: The glittering generalities and mythologies of American society no
longer satisfy the need and desire to belong, a theory as applicable today as it was in 1970.
American Indian tribalism, according to Deloria, was positioned to act as America's salvation.
Deloria proposes a uniquely Indian solution to the legacy of genocide, imperialism, capitalism,
feudalism, and self-defeating liberalism: group identity and real community development, a kind of
neo-tribalism. He also offers a fascinating cultural critique of the nascent tribes of the 1970s,
indicting Chicanos, blacks, hippies, feminists, and others as misguided because they lacked
comprehensive strategies and were led by stereotypes rather than an understanding of their
uniqueness. Vine Deloria Jr. (Standing Rock Sioux, 1933-2005) was the author of more than twenty
books, including Custer Died for Your Sins, Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties, and God Is Red.
Suzan Shown Harjo (Cheyenne & Muscogee) is a poet, lecturer, curator, columnist for Indian
Country Today, policy advocate, and president of the Morning Star Institute, a national Indian rights
organization.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Everland (The Everland Trilogy,
Book 1) Wendy Spinale, 2016-05-10 Forget the story of Peter Pan and Wendy you know. Because in



Everland, the only way to grow up is to survive. London has been destroyed in a blitz of bombs and
disease. The only ones who have survived are children, among them Gwen Darling and her siblings,
Joanna and Mikey. They spend their nights scavenging and their days avoiding the ruthless
Marauders -- the German Army led by Captain Hanz Otto Oswald Kretschmer. Unsure if the virus
has spread past England's borders but desperate to leave, Captain Hook hunts for a cure, which he
thinks can be found in one of the survivors. He and his Marauders stalk the streets snatching
children for experimentation. None ever return. Until the day they grab Joanna. As Gwen sets out to
save her, she meets a daredevil boy named Pete. Pete offers the assistance of his gang of Lost Boys
and the fierce sharpshooter Bella, who have all been living in a city hidden underground. But in a
place where help has a steep price and every promise is bound by blood, it will cost Gwen. And are
she, Pete, the Lost Boys, and Bella enough to outsmart Captain Hook?
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Sand Talk Tyson Yunkaporta,
2020-05-12 A paradigm-shifting book in the vein of Sapiens that brings a crucial Indigenous
perspective to historical and cultural issues of history, education, money, power, and
sustainability—and offers a new template for living. As an indigenous person, Tyson Yunkaporta
looks at global systems from a unique perspective, one tied to the natural and spiritual world. In
considering how contemporary life diverges from the pattern of creation, he raises important
questions. How does this affect us? How can we do things differently? In this thoughtful, culturally
rich, mind-expanding book, he provides answers. Yunkaporta’s writing process begins with images.
Honoring indigenous traditions, he makes carvings of what he wants to say, channeling his thoughts
through symbols and diagrams rather than words. He yarns with people, looking for ways to connect
images and stories with place and relationship to create a coherent world view, and he uses sand
talk, the Aboriginal custom of drawing images on the ground to convey knowledge. In Sand Talk, he
provides a new model for our everyday lives. Rich in ideas and inspiration, it explains how lines and
symbols and shapes can help us make sense of the world. It’s about how we learn and how we
remember. It’s about talking to everyone and listening carefully. It’s about finding different ways to
look at things. Most of all it’s about a very special way of thinking, of learning to see from a native
perspective, one that is spiritually and physically tied to the earth around us, and how it can save
our world. Sand Talk include 22 black-and-white illustrations that add depth to the text.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: What It Used to Be Like Maryann
Carver, 2006-07-11 Maryann Burk Carver met Raymond Carver in 1955, when she was fifteen years
old and he was seventeen. In What It Used to Be Like, she recounts a tale of love at first sight in
which two teenagers got to know each other by sharing a two-year long-distance correspondence
that soon after found them married and with two small children. Over the next twenty-five years, as
Carver's fame grew, the family led a nomadic life, moving from school to school and teaching post to
teaching post. In 1972, they settled in Cupertino, California, where Raymond Carver gave his wife
one of his sharpened pencils and asked her to write an account of their history. The result is a
memoir of a marriage, replete with an intimacy of detail that fully reveals the talents and failings of
this larger-than-life man, his complicated relationships, and his profound loves and losses. What It
Used to Be Like brings to light for the first time Raymond Carver's lost years and the stories behind
the stories of this brilliant writer.
  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: Everything Beautiful Began After
Simon Van Booy, 2011-07-05 “Apowerful meditation on the undying nature of love and the often
cruel beauty ofone’s own fate. This is a novel you simply must read!” —Andre Dubus III, New York
Times bestselling author of Townie From Simon Van Booy, the award-winning author of Love Begins
in Winter and The Secret Lives of People in Love, comes a debut novel of longing and discovery
amidst the ruins of Athens. With echoes of Nicole Krauss’s The History of Love and Charles Baxter’s
The Feast of Love, Van Booy’s resonant tale of three isolated, disaffected adults discovering one
another in Greece is the compelling product of an inquisitive, visionary talent. In the words of Robert
Olen Butler, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain, “Simon Van
Booy knows a great deal about the complex longings of the human heart.”



  what we talk about when we talk about love analysis: The Changeling Victor LaValle,
2018-03-06 “Mesmerizing . . . a dark fairy tale of New York, full of magic and loss, myth and
mystery, love and madness.”—Marlon James, author of the Dark Star trilogy SOON TO BE AN
APPLE TV+ SERIES STARRING LAKEITH STANFIELD • ONE OF TIME’S 100 BEST FANTASY
BOOKS OF ALL TIME Winner of an American Book Award, a Locus Award for Best Horror Novel, a
British Fantasy Award for Best Horror Novel, a World Fantasy Award for Best Novel • Nominated for
a Shirley Jackson Award, an International Dublin Literary Award, a Mythopoeic Award for Literature
When Apollo Kagwa’s father disappeared, he left his son a box of books and strange recurring
dreams. Now Apollo is a father himself—and as he and his wife, Emma, settle into their new lives as
parents, exhaustion and anxiety start to take their toll. Apollo’s old dreams return and Emma begins
acting odd. At first Emma seems to be exhibiting signs of postpartum depression. But before Apollo
can do anything to help, Emma commits a horrific act and vanishes. Thus begins Apollo’s quest to
find a wife and child who are nothing like he’d imagined. His odyssey takes him to a forgotten island,
a graveyard full of secrets, a forest where immigrant legends still live, and finally back to a place he
thought he had lost forever. NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST HORROR BOOKS OF THE DECADE •
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times • USA Today • The New
York Public Library • NPR • BuzzFeed • Kirkus Reviews • Book Riot “The thriller you won’t be able
to put down.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “Intense, riveting . . . The story is a long, slow burn with a
lingering sizzle.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “A modern-day tale of terror rooted in ancient myth
and folklore, brimming with magical revelation and emotional truth.”—San Francisco Chronicle
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