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When I Heard the Learned Astronomer: A Deep
Dive Analysis

Introduction:

Have you ever felt a disconnect between intellectual understanding and
emotional resonance? This is precisely the feeling evoked by Walt Whitman's
poignant poem, "When I Heard the Learned Astronomer." This post offers a
comprehensive analysis of this powerful work, delving into its themes,
symbolism, and lasting impact. We'll unpack the poem's structure, explore its
central conflict, and examine how Whitman uses language to convey a profound
message about the limitations of purely intellectual pursuits versus the
liberating power of direct experience. Prepare to embark on a journey into
the heart of Whitman's poetic genius, exploring the nuances of meaning within
"When I Heard the Learned Astronomer."

I. The Suffocating Lecture Hall: Examining the Poem's
Setting and Tone

Whitman masterfully sets the scene in the opening lines. The "learned
astronomer," with his charts and diagrams, represents a purely intellectual
approach to understanding the universe. The lecture hall, described
implicitly, is stuffy, cramped, and stifling – a metaphor for the restrictive
nature of purely theoretical knowledge. The repetitive structure of the first
stanza ("When I heard the learned astronomer; / When the proofs, the figures,
were ranged in columns before me; / When I was shown the charts and diagrams,
to add, divide, and measure them;") emphasizes the overwhelming and
ultimately unproductive nature of this didactic approach. The tone shifts
from initially neutral observation to one of increasing discomfort and
dissatisfaction as the poem progresses.

II. The Contrast Between Intellectual and
Experiential Knowledge

The poem's central conflict lies in the stark juxtaposition of two ways of
knowing: intellectual understanding versus direct, emotional experience. The
astronomer's lecture, though factually accurate, fails to connect with the
speaker on an emotional level. It's a sterile, detached presentation, devoid
of the wonder and awe that should accompany the contemplation of the cosmos.
The poem's turning point occurs in the second stanza, where the speaker's
frustration reaches its climax: "Till rising and gliding out I wander'd off
by myself, / In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to time, / Look'd
up in perfect silence at the stars." This escape represents a rejection of
the lecture's constraints in favor of a more profound engagement with the
universe.



III. Symbolism and Imagery: Stars as Manifestations
of Wonder

The stars themselves are powerful symbols. They represent not just
astronomical bodies but the boundless beauty and mystery of the natural
world. Whitman uses evocative imagery – "mystical moist night-air," "perfect
silence" – to create a sensory experience that contrasts sharply with the
sterile environment of the lecture hall. The "perfect silence" is not just
the absence of sound but a state of receptive contemplation, a space where
the speaker can connect with the universe on a deeply personal and emotional
level. The stars, viewed in this state, become far more significant than they
ever were through the lens of scientific analysis.

IV. The Transcendent Power of Direct Experience

The poem's conclusion emphasizes the superior value of direct experience over
intellectual knowledge. The speaker's emotional response to the stars, his
feeling of awe and wonder, is far more significant and satisfying than the
astronomer's purely intellectual presentation. This suggests that true
understanding is not solely a matter of facts and figures, but also of
emotional engagement and intuitive connection. The poem celebrates the power
of individual experience, asserting that true knowledge transcends the
limitations of purely intellectual pursuits. The final lines ("How soon
unaccountable I became tired and sick, / Till rising and gliding out I
wander'd off by myself, / In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to
time, / Look'd up in perfect silence at the stars.") powerfully underscores
the speaker's rejection of the intellectual approach and his embrace of
direct experience.

V. The Poem's Enduring Relevance in the Modern Age

"When I Heard the Learned Astronomer" resonates deeply even today, in an era
of increasing technological advancement and scientific specialization. The
poem's warning against prioritizing purely intellectual pursuits at the
expense of emotional and experiential understanding remains highly relevant.
In our increasingly data-driven world, it serves as a reminder of the
importance of maintaining a balance between rational analysis and intuitive
connection with the world around us. The poem urges us to move beyond the
confines of the purely theoretical and to cultivate a deeper, more holistic
appreciation for the beauty and mystery of the universe.

VI. A Proposed Outline for a Deeper Analysis

Title: A Critical Examination of Walt Whitman's "When I Heard the Learned
Astronomer"

Outline:

Introduction: Brief overview of the poem and its central themes.
Chapter 1: The Poetic Setting and Tone: Analysis of the lecture hall as a
symbol of intellectual confinement.
Chapter 2: The Conflict Between Two Ways of Knowing: Contrasting intellectual
and experiential understanding.
Chapter 3: Symbolism and Imagery: Exploration of the stars, night air, and
silence as powerful symbols.



Chapter 4: The Triumph of Direct Experience: Emphasis on the speaker's
emotional response to the stars.
Chapter 5: The Poem's Relevance to Modern Society: Discussion of the poem's
enduring message in a technologically advanced world.
Chapter 6: Whitman's Poetic Style: Analysis of the poem's structure, rhythm,
and use of language.
Chapter 7: Comparative Analysis (Optional): Comparison with other works that
explore similar themes.
Conclusion: Summary of key findings and a reflection on the poem's lasting
impact.

VII. Detailed Explanation of Each Outline Point
(Referencing the points in VI above)

Each chapter outlined above would necessitate a more detailed explanation
than provided in the initial analysis. For example, Chapter 6, "Whitman's
Poetic Style," would analyze Whitman's use of free verse, his cataloging
technique (listing of details), his direct and conversational tone, and the
poem's overall rhythm and flow. Chapter 7, "Comparative Analysis," might draw
parallels with other works exploring similar themes, such as the contrast
between scientific rationality and spiritual insight, potentially referencing
works by other Romantic poets or contemporary writers exploring similar
ideas. Every chapter would require a thorough textual analysis, supporting
arguments with specific examples and quotations from the poem.

VIII. FAQs

What is the central theme of "When I Heard the Learned Astronomer"? The1.
central theme is the superiority of direct, experiential knowledge over
purely intellectual understanding of the natural world.

What does the astronomer symbolize in the poem? The astronomer1.
symbolizes a purely intellectual, detached approach to understanding the
universe, lacking emotional connection.

What is the significance of the stars in the poem? The stars symbolize1.
the beauty, wonder, and mystery of the universe, experienced most
profoundly through direct observation.

How does Whitman use imagery in the poem? Whitman uses vivid sensory1.
imagery (moist night-air, perfect silence) to contrast the lecture
hall’s sterility with the natural world’s beauty.

What is the poem's tone? The tone shifts from initially neutral to1.



increasingly frustrated and ultimately celebratory as the speaker
rejects the lecture and embraces direct experience.

What is the poem's structure? The poem's structure mirrors its thematic1.
development, moving from the confining lecture hall to the liberating
experience of observing the stars directly.

What is the significance of the poem's ending? The ending emphasizes the1.
transformative power of direct experience and its superiority to
abstract intellectualism.

How does the poem relate to modern society? The poem's message remains1.
relevant, warning against prioritizing intellectual pursuits over
emotional connection with the natural world.

Why is "When I Heard the Learned Astronomer" considered a significant1.
poem? It’s significant for its powerful exploration of epistemology (how
we know), contrasting different ways of knowing and celebrating the
importance of emotional and sensory experience.

IX. Related Articles:

Walt Whitman's Use of Free Verse: An exploration of Whitman's innovative1.
poetic style and its impact on modern poetry.

Symbolism in Walt Whitman's Poetry: A deeper dive into the symbolic2.
language used throughout Whitman's works.

The Romantic Movement and the Natural World: A contextualization of3.
Whitman's poem within the broader Romantic movement's emphasis on
nature.

The Conflict Between Science and Spirituality: A philosophical4.
examination of the tensions between rational understanding and spiritual
insight.

Experiential Learning vs. Traditional Education: A discussion of the5.
pedagogical implications of Whitman's poem.

The Power of Sensory Imagery in Poetry: An analysis of how poets use6.
imagery to create emotional resonance.

Walt Whitman's Life and Influences: A biographical look at Whitman's7.
life and how it informed his writing.



A Comparative Analysis of Whitman and Emerson: A comparison of the8.
philosophical viewpoints and poetic styles of two key transcendentalist
figures.

Nature Poetry: A Critical Overview: A broader examination of nature9.
poetry and its evolution throughout literary history, placing Whitman’s
poem within this context.

  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer Walt
Whitman, 2004-11-01 Leave time for wonder. Walt Whitman's When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer
is an enduring celebration of the imagination. Here, Whitman's wise words are beautifully recast by
New York Times #1 best-selling illustrator Loren Long to tell the story of a boy's fascination with the
heavens. Toy rocket in hand, the boy finds himself in a crowded, stuffy lecture hall. At first he is
amazed by the charts and the figures. But when he finds himself overwhelmed by the pontifications
of an academic, he retreats to the great outdoors and does something as universal as the stars
themselves... he dreams.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Poems by Walt Whitman Walt Whitman,
2016-04-22 Walt Whitman is widely regarded as one of the masters of American poetry. Here are
collected his finest poems, a perfect companion for any fan of Whitman's work.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 1872
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: I Hear America Singing Walt Whitman, 1991
Whitman's famous poem, accompanied by linoleum-cut illustrations, depicts people at work all over
an earlier America.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2024-03-20
One of the Greatest Poems in American Literature Walt Whitman (1819-1892) was considered by
many to be one of the most important American poets of all time. He had a profound influence on all
those who came after him. “Song of Myself”, a portion of Whitman’s monumental poetry collection
“Leaves of Grass”, is one of his most beloved poems. It was through this moving piece that Whitman
first made himself known to the world. One of the most acclaimed of all American poems, it is
written in Whitman’s signature free verse style, without a regular form, meter, or rhythm. His lines
have a mesmerizing chant-like quality, as he sought to make poetry more appealing. Few poems are
as fun to read aloud as this one. Considered to be the core of his poetic vision, this poem is an
optimistic and inspirational look at the world in 1855. It is exhilarating, epic, and fresh in its brilliant
and fascinating diction and wordplay as it tries to capture the unique meaning of words of the day,
while also embracing the rapidly evolving vocabularies of the sciences and the streets. Far ahead of
its time, it was considered by many social conservatives to be scandalous and obscene for its
depiction of sexuality and desire, while at the same time, critics hailed the poem as a modern
masterpiece. This first version of “Song of Myself” is far superior to the later versions and will
delight readers with the playfulness of its diction as it glorifies the self, body, and soul. “I am large, I
contain multitudes,”
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Song of the Broad-axe Walt Whitman, 1924
Complete set of the thirteen woodcut illustrations used in the 1924 edition of Song of the Broad-axe
by Walt Whitman, published by Centaur Press in Philadelphia. Each woodcut is titled and numbered
16. The titles are (as they appear in the book): No.I, Ship struck in storm, Beauty of woodmen,
building, the forger, hell of war, The great city, of the best-bodied mothers, the hammers-men, the
headsman, solid forest, the liquor-bar, and No.II.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Beat! Beat! Drums! Walt Whitman,
2015-12-12 Walter Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. A
humanist, he was a part of the transition between transcendentalism and realism, incorporating both



views in his works. Whitman is among the most influential poets in the American canon, often called
the father of free verse. Whitman's work breaks the boundaries of poetic form and is generally
prose-like. He also used unusual images and symbols in his poetry, including rotting leaves, tufts of
straw, and debris. He also openly wrote about death and sexuality, including prostitution. He is often
labeled as the father of free verse, though he did not invent it. Whitman wrote in the preface to the
1855 edition of Leaves of Grass, The proof of a poet is that his country absorbs him as affectionately
as he has absorbed it. He believed there was a vital, symbiotic relationship between the poet and
society. This connection was emphasized especially in Song of Myself by using an all-powerful
first-person narration. As an American epic, it deviated from the historic use of an elevated hero and
instead assumed the identity of the common people. Leaves of Grass also responded to the impact
that recent urbanization in the United States had on the masses.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: How to Read (and Write About) Poetry –
Second Edition Susan Holbrook, 2021-10-08 How to Read (and Write About) Poetry invites
students and others curious about poetry to join the critical conversation about a genre many find a
little mystifying, even intimidating. In an accessible, engaging manner, this book introduces the
productive questions, reading strategies, literary terms, and secondary research tips that will
empower readers to participate in literary analysis. Holbrook explicates a number of poems,
initiating readers into critical discourse while highlighting key poetic terms. The explications are
followed by selections of related works, so the book thus offers what amounts to a brief anthology,
ideal for a poetry unit or introductory class on poetry and poetics. A chapter on meter illuminates
the rhythmic dimension of poetry and guides readers through methods of scansion. The second
edition is updated throughout and includes a fresh selection of poems and the latest MLA citation
guidance.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: O Captain! My Captain! Walt Whitman,
1915
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: On the Beach at Night Alone Walt
Whitman, 2015-02-26 'All nations, colors, barbarisms, civilizations, languages...' A selection taken
from Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th
birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with books
from around the world and across many centuries. They take us from a balloon ride over Victorian
London to a garden of blossom in Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th century California and the
Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and savage; poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and
inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions. Walt Whitman (1819-1892). Whitman's
works available in Penguin Classics are Leaves of Grass and The Complete Poems.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: A Mayan Astronomer in Hell's Kitchen:
Poems Martín Espada, 2001-06-17 Martín Espada ....forges a new poetic language.—Dennis Loy
Johnson, Pittsburgh Tribune In his sixth collection, American Book Award winner Martín Espada has
created a poetic mural. There are conquerors, slaves, and rebels from Caribbean history; the Mayan
astronomer calmly smoking a cigarette in the middle of a New York tenement fire; a nun staging a
White House vigil to protest her torture; a man on death row mourning the loss of his books; and
even Carmen Miranda.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Cézanne's Composition Erle Loran, 2006
Praise for the first edition: I have learned a great deal from his book about modern painting in
general. [Loran] devotes his attention mainly to Cezanne's concrete means and methods, and he
arrives thereby at an understanding of Cezanne's art more essential than any other I have seen in
print.--Clement Greenberg, Nation
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Place's Fault Philip Hobsbaum, 1964
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Stonewall Reader New York Public
Library, Jason Baumann, 2019-04-30 For the fiftieth anniversary of the Stonewall uprising, an
anthology chronicling the tumultuous fight for LGBTQ rights in the 1960s and the activists who
spearheaded it, with a foreword by Edmund White. Finalist for the Randy Shilts Award for Gay



Nonfiction, presented by The Publishing Triangle Tor.com, Best Books of 2019 (So Far) Harper’s
Bazaar, The 20 Best LGBTQ Books of 2019 The Advocate, The Best Queer(ish) Non-Fiction Tomes
We Read in 2019 June 28, 2019 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Stonewall uprising, which is
considered the most significant event in the gay liberation movement, and the catalyst for the
modern fight for LGBTQ rights in the United States. Drawing from the New York Public Library's
archives, The Stonewall Reader is a collection of first accounts, diaries, periodic literature, and
articles from LGBTQ magazines and newspapers that documented both the years leading up to and
the years following the riots. Most importantly the anthology spotlights both iconic activists who
were pivotal in the movement, such as Sylvia Rivera, co-founder of Street Transvestites Action
Revolutionaries (STAR), as well as forgotten figures like Ernestine Eckstein, one of the few out,
African American, lesbian activists in the 1960s. The anthology focuses on the events of 1969, the
five years before, and the five years after. Jason Baumann, the NYPL coordinator of humanities and
LGBTQ collections, has edited and introduced the volume to coincide with the NYPL exhibition he
has curated on the Stonewall uprising and gay liberation movement of 1969.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 1855
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Works of Walt Whitman Walt
Whitman, 1995 This collection contains the poetic works of Walt Whitman. These poems reflect the
vitality of a new nation and the vastness of its lands. They combine autobiographical, sociological
and religious themes but did not conform to previous genres.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Parallax Alan W. Hirshfeld, 2013-01-01 This
lively and entertaining history of the long struggle to measure the distance to the stars will appeal to
general readers as well as to amateur and professional astronomers. Readers will encounter
fascinating historical characters, from ancient Greeks to 19th-century scientists. Well illustrated,
with contemporary pictures plus extensive notes on further reading. 2002 edition.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Twenty Poems That Could Save America
and Other Essays Tony Hoagland, 2014-11-04 A fearless, wide-ranging book on the state of poetry
and American literary culture by Tony Hoagland, the author of What Narcissism Means to Me Live
American poetry is absent from our public schools. The teaching of poetry languishes, and that
region of youthful neurological terrain capable of being ignited only by poetry is largely dark,
unpopulated, and silent, like a classroom whose shades are drawn. This is more than a shame, for
poetry is our common treasure-house, and we need its vitality, its respect for the subconscious, its
willingness to entertain ambiguity, its plaintive truth-telling, and its imaginative exhibitions of
linguistic freedom, which confront the general culture's more grotesque manipulations. We need the
emotional training sessions poetry conducts us through. We need its previews of coming attractions:
heartbreak, survival, failure, endurance, understanding, more heartbreak. —from Twenty Poems
That Could Save America Twenty Poems That Could Save America presents insightful essays on the
craft of poetry and a bold conversation about the role of poetry in contemporary culture. Essays on
the vertigo effects of new poetry give way to appraisals of Robert Bly, Sharon Olds, and Dean Young.
At the heart of this book is an honesty and curiosity about the ways poetry can influence America at
both the private and public levels. Tony Hoagland is already one of this country's most provocative
poets, and this book confirms his role as a restless and perceptive literary and cultural critic.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Peace of Wild Things Wendell Berry,
2018-02-22 If you stop and look around you, you'll start to see. Tall marigolds darkening. A spring
wind blowing. The woods awake with sound. On the wooden porch, your love smiling. Dew-wet red
berries in a cup. On the hills, the beginnings of green, clover and grass to be pasture. The fowls
singing and then settling for the night. Bright, silent, thousands of stars. You come into the peace of
simple things. From the author of the 'compelling' and 'luminous' essays of The World-Ending Fire
comes a slim volume of poems. Tender and intimate, these are consoling songs of hope and of
healing; short, simple meditations on love, death, friendship, memory and belonging. They celebrate
and elevate what is sensuous about life, and invite us to pause and appreciate what is good in life, to
stop and savour our fleeting moments of earthly enjoyment. And, when fear for the future keeps us



awake at night, to come into the peace of wild things.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Civil War Poems Walt Whitman, 1994
Poems from one of America's best known poets, reflecting the tragic and powerful era of the war
between the states. In two parts, Memories of President Lincoln as he and the nation mourn
Lincoln's death, and Drum-Taps from Whitman's experiences as a nurse tending the wounded
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Good Gray Poet William Douglas
O'Connor, 1927
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: O Pioneers! Willa Cather, 2024-07-15 When
the young Swedish-descended Alexandra Bergson inherits her father's farm in Nebraska, she must
transform the land from a wind-swept prairie landscape into a thriving enterprise. She dedicates
herself completely to the land—at the cost of great sacrifices. O Pioneers! [1913] is Willa Cather's
great masterpiece about American pioneers, where the land is as important a character as the
people who cultivate it. WILLA CATHER [1873-1947] was an American author. After studying at the
University of Nebraska, she worked as a teacher and journalist. Cather's novels often focus on
settlers in the USA with a particular emphasis on female pioneers. In 1923, she was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize for the novel One of Ours, and in 1943, she was elected to the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Second Sex Michael Robbins, 2014-09-30
A second collection from a poet of “sheer joy and dizzy command” (The New York Times) Upon its
publication in 2012, Alien vs. Predator, the debut collection by Michael Robbins, became one of the
hottest and most celebrated works of poetry in the country, winning acclaim for its startling
freshness and originality, and leading critics to say that it was the most likely book in years to open
up poetry to a new readership. Robbins’s poems are strange, wonderful, wild, and irrationally
exuberant, mashing up high and low culture with “a sky-blue originality of utterance” (The New York
Times). The thirty-six new poems in The Second Sex carry over the music, attitude, hilarity, and
vulgarity of Alien vs. Predator, while also working deeper autobiographical and political veins.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Rolling Earth Walt Whitman, Waldo R.
Browne, 2019-03-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: American Romanticism Jennifer A. Hurley,
2000 Presents analysis of some important works of American romanticism.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Seaside and the Fireside Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, 1850
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Dirge for Two Veterans Charles Wood, Walt
Whitman, 2015-08-09 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the



body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: On Whitman C. K. Williams, 2017-01-31
Pulitzer Prize–winning poet C. K. Williams's personal reflection on the art of Walt Whitman In this
book, Pulitzer Prize–winning poet C. K. Williams sets aside the mass of biography and literary
criticism that has accumulated around Walt Whitman and attempts to go back to Leaves of Grass as
he first encountered it—to explore why Whitman's epic continues to inspire and sometimes daunt
him. The result is a personal reassessment and appreciation of one master poet by another, as well
as an unconventional and brilliant introduction to Whitman. Beautifully written and rich with insight,
this is a book that refreshes our ability to see Whitman in all his power.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Passage to India Walt Whitman, 1870
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Walt Whitman and the Earth M. Jimmie
Killingsworth, 2009-11 Now I am terrified at the Earth, it is that calm and patient, It grows such
sweet things out of such corruptions, It turns harmless and stainless on its axis, with such endless
successions of diseas’d corpses, It distills such exquisite winds out of such infused fetor, It renews
with such unwitting looks its prodigal, annual, sumptuous crops, It gives such divine materials to
men, and accepts such leavings from them at last. —Walt Whitman, from “This Compost” How did
Whitman use language to figure out his relationship to the earth, and how can we interpret his
language to reconstruct the interplay between the poet and his sociopolitical and environmental
world? In this first book-length study of Whitman’s poetry from an ecocritical perspective, Jimmie
Killingsworth takes ecocriticism one step further into ecopoetics to reconsider both Whitman’s
language in light of an ecological understanding of the world and the world through a close study of
Whitman’s language. Killingsworth contends that Whitman’s poetry embodies the kinds of conflicted
experience and language that continually crop up in the discourse of political ecology and that an
ecopoetic perspective can explicate Whitman’s feelings about his aging body, his war-torn nation,
and the increasing stress on the American environment both inside and outside the urban world. He
begins with a close reading of “This Compost”—Whitman’s greatest contribution to the literature of
ecology,” from the 1856 edition of Leaves of Grass. He then explores personification and nature as
object, as resource, and as spirit and examines manifest destiny and the globalizing impulse behind
Leaves of Grass, then moves the other way, toward Whitman’s regional, even local
appeal—demonstrating that he remained an island poet even as he became America’s first urban
poet. After considering Whitman as an urbanizing poet, he shows how, in his final writings, Whitman
tried to renew his earlier connection to nature. Walt Whitman and the Earth reveals Whitman as a
powerfully creative experimental poet and a representative figure in American culture whose
struggles and impulses previewed our lives today.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: The Beautiful Changes, and Other Poems
Richard Wilbur, 1954
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Chants Democratic Walt Whitman,
2015-12-12 Walter Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. A
humanist, he was a part of the transition between transcendentalism and realism, incorporating both
views in his works. Whitman is among the most influential poets in the American canon, often called
the father of free verse. Whitman's work breaks the boundaries of poetic form and is generally
prose-like. He also used unusual images and symbols in his poetry, including rotting leaves, tufts of
straw, and debris. He also openly wrote about death and sexuality, including prostitution. He is often
labeled as the father of free verse, though he did not invent it. Whitman wrote in the preface to the
1855 edition of Leaves of Grass, The proof of a poet is that his country absorbs him as affectionately
as he has absorbed it. He believed there was a vital, symbiotic relationship between the poet and
society. This connection was emphasized especially in Song of Myself by using an all-powerful



first-person narration. As an American epic, it deviated from the historic use of an elevated hero and
instead assumed the identity of the common people. Leaves of Grass also responded to the impact
that recent urbanization in the United States had on the masses.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Poems William Blake, 2016-12-13 William
Blake is one of England’s most fascinating writers; he was not only a groundbreaking poet, but also
a painter, engraver, radical, and mystic. Although Blake was dismissed as an eccentric by his
contemporaries, his powerful and richly symbolic poetry has been a fertile source of inspiration to
the many writers and artists who have followed in his footsteps. In this collection Patti Smith brings
together her personal favorites of Blake’s poems, including the complete Songs of Innocence and
Songs of Experience, to give a singular picture of this unique genius, whom she calls in her moving
introduction “the spiritual ancestor” of generations of poets.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Endymion, a Poetic Romance John Keats,
1818
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Where Is Science Going? Max Planck,
2017-06-28 First published in 1932, this book by Nobel Prize-winning German physicist Max Planck,
a profound humanist as well as a theoretical scientist and professor in Germany between the two
World Wars, provides the reader with a great insider’s look at how scientific revolutions unfold from
the first sparks of ingenuity to their establishment as accepted paradigms of their current times.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: An Astrologers Day R K Narayan, 2023-07-18
An Astrologer's Day is a collection of short stories by R.K. Narayan, one of India's most celebrated
authors. Set in the bustling city of Malgudi, these tales explore the everyday lives of ordinary people,
revealing the humor, tragedy, and beauty of the human experience. This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work
is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Structure & Surprise Michael Theune, 2007
Structure & Surprise: Engaging Poetic Turns offers a road map for analyzing poetry through
examination of poems' structure, rather than their forms or genres. Michael Theune's breakthrough
concept encourages students, teachers, and writers to use structure as a tool to see the fundamental
affinities between strikingly different kinds of poetry and radically different literary eras. The book
includes examination of the mid-course turn and the elegy, as well as the ironic, concessional,
emblem, and retrospective-prospective structures, among others. In addition, 14 contemporary
poets provide an example of and commentary on their own work.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Song of the Open Road Walt Whitman,
2022-06-21 Walt Whitman's poem was first published in the 1856 collection Leaves of Grass.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: Breaking Bad David Thomson, 2015 The
ultimate official guide to Breaking Bad--one of the most critically acclaimed series ever produced.
Adapted and expanded from an interactive e-book available only on the iPad, it's filled with insider
secrets, interpretations of the show's iconography, a series timeline, exclusive interviews with
creator Vince Gilligan, and much more. Bad fans will enjoy the many new images, and insightful
commentary by world-renowned film critic David Thomson.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer analysis: A Study Guide for Walt Whitman's "When I
Heard the Learn'd Astronomer" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Walt Whitman's
When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
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