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Introduction:

Walt Whitman's "When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer" is more than just a
poem; it's a powerful statement on the limitations of purely intellectual
understanding and the profound connection we share with the natural world.
This analysis will delve into the poem's layers, exploring its themes of
intellectual versus experiential knowledge, the contrast between the
artificial and the natural, and the ultimate triumph of intuitive
understanding. We will examine Whitman's use of imagery, structure, and tone
to convey his message, providing a comprehensive understanding of this
deceptively simple yet deeply resonant work. Prepare to embark on a journey
of poetic interpretation that will leave you with a renewed appreciation for
the beauty of both scientific inquiry and the raw experience of nature.

I. The Suffocating Lecture Hall: A Study in Sensory Deprivation

The poem's opening stanzas immediately establish a sense of confinement and
intellectual claustrophobia. Whitman describes the astronomer's lecture with
a heavy emphasis on the sensory overload of the purely intellectual: charts,
diagrams, and data overwhelm the speaker. The words used – "facts,"
"figures," "charts," "diagrams" – create a cold, impersonal atmosphere. This
isn't a celebration of scientific discovery; it's a depiction of its
potential to suffocate the very spirit of wonder it aims to illuminate. The
repetitive structure of these stanzas further underscores the monotonous,
almost hypnotic, nature of the lecture, highlighting the speaker's growing
disengagement. The use of "tired or sleepy" subtly introduces the physical
effects of this purely intellectual experience, suggesting a disconnect
between the mind and body.

II. The Escape to the Starry Night: Embracing Intuitive Understanding

The turning point of the poem arrives with the speaker's departure from the
lecture hall. This movement represents a rejection of abstract knowledge in
favor of direct experience. The imagery shifts dramatically. The stuffy,
artificial environment is replaced by the vastness of the night sky,
described with vivid, sensory language. Whitman uses words like "calm,"
"silent," "stars," and "mystic levitation" to evoke a feeling of peace, awe,



and spiritual connection. This sensory experience is a stark contrast to the
sterile intellectualism of the lecture hall. The speaker's connection with
the stars isn't intellectual; it's intuitive, emotional, and deeply personal.
The poem shifts from a structured, formal approach to a more free-flowing,
almost ecstatic expression of the speaker's newfound appreciation for the
natural world.

III. The Power of Direct Experience: Transcending the Limitations of
Abstraction

The core message of the poem lies in its implicit critique of over-reliance
on abstract knowledge. Whitman isn't rejecting science; he's highlighting its
limitations when divorced from direct experience. The astronomer's lecture,
while undoubtedly containing factual information, fails to inspire genuine
awe or understanding. The speaker's experience under the open sky, on the
other hand, is transformative. This emphasizes the importance of sensory
engagement and the role of intuition in truly grasping the profound mysteries
of the universe. The poem suggests that true knowledge is a synthesis of
intellectual understanding and direct, personal experience – a harmonious
blend of reason and intuition.

IV. Structure and Tone: Reflecting the Poem's Central Theme

The poem's structure itself contributes to its meaning. The initial stanzas
are tightly structured and somewhat monotonous, reflecting the rigid,
analytical approach of the astronomer's lecture. However, as the speaker
escapes outdoors, the structure loosens, mirroring the freeing effect of
direct experience. The tone shifts from one of weariness and frustration to
one of peace and wonder. This change in tone reinforces the poem's central
argument about the superiority of intuitive understanding over purely
intellectual analysis. Whitman’s masterful use of both structure and tone
subtly guides the reader towards a deeper understanding of the poem’s
meaning.

V. The Lasting Legacy: A Timeless Critique of Modernity

"When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer" remains relevant today, offering a
timely critique of our increasingly technologically-driven and data-obsessed
world. In a society where information overload is commonplace, Whitman's poem
serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of maintaining a connection
with the natural world and cultivating intuitive understanding alongside
intellectual pursuits. The poem's timeless message continues to resonate with
readers who struggle to balance the demands of modern life with a desire for
meaningful personal experiences. The poem's legacy is its enduring ability to
challenge us to find a balance between the rational and the intuitive, the
technical and the experiential.
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FAQs:

What is the main theme of "When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer"? The1.
main theme is the contrast between intellectual understanding and direct
sensory experience, arguing for the superiority of intuitive connection
with nature.

What literary devices does Whitman use in the poem? Whitman uses1.
imagery, symbolism, and shifts in structure and tone to convey his
message effectively.

How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? The shift from1.
structured, repetitive stanzas to free-flowing lines mirrors the
speaker's transition from intellectual confinement to liberating natural
experience.

What is the significance of the astronomer's lecture? The lecture1.
represents the limitations of pure intellectualism, highlighting its
potential to disconnect us from the wonder of the natural world.



Why does the speaker leave the lecture hall? The speaker leaves because1.
the lecture fails to inspire genuine awe and understanding, prompting a
search for a more authentic connection with the universe.

What is the symbolic meaning of the stars? The stars symbolize the1.
vastness, beauty, and mystery of the universe, accessible through direct
experience rather than abstract knowledge.

How does the poem relate to modern society? The poem's message is highly1.
relevant today, offering a critique of our tendency towards information
overload and a reminder of the importance of direct experiences.

Is Whitman anti-science in this poem? No, Whitman doesn't reject1.
science; he criticizes the limitations of relying solely on abstract
knowledge without engaging with sensory experience.

What is the overall tone of the poem? The tone shifts from weariness and1.
frustration to peace, awe, and wonder as the speaker connects with
nature.

Related Articles:

Walt Whitman's Poetic Style: A Deep Dive into Free Verse: An exploration1.
of Whitman's unique poetic style and its impact on American literature.

The Significance of Nature in Walt Whitman's Poetry: An examination of1.
nature's recurring role as a source of inspiration and spiritual
connection in Whitman's works.

Comparing "Song of Myself" and "When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer": A1.
comparative analysis of two iconic Whitman poems and their contrasting
approaches to self-discovery.



The Use of Imagery in Walt Whitman's Poetry: A detailed look at1.
Whitman's masterful use of imagery to create vivid and evocative poetic
experiences.

Transcendentalism and Walt Whitman's Poetry: An analysis of the1.
influence of Transcendentalist philosophy on Whitman's poetic themes and
worldview.

The American Romantic Movement and Walt Whitman: Exploring Whitman's1.
place within the broader context of the American Romantic Movement.

Symbolism in "When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer": A Detailed1.
Interpretation: A deeper dive into the symbolic meanings within the
poem's imagery and metaphors.

The Role of Sensory Experience in Whitman's Poetry: An exploration of1.
how Whitman uses sensory details to create powerful emotional responses
in his readers.

A Comparative Analysis of Whitman's "When I Heard the Learn'd1.
Astronomer" and Emily Dickinson's Nature Poems: Comparing and
contrasting the approaches of two iconic American poets to the theme of
nature.

  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: When I Heard the Learn'd
Astronomer Walt Whitman, 2004-11-01 Leave time for wonder. Walt Whitman's When I Heard the
Learn'd Astronomer is an enduring celebration of the imagination. Here, Whitman's wise words are
beautifully recast by New York Times #1 best-selling illustrator Loren Long to tell the story of a
boy's fascination with the heavens. Toy rocket in hand, the boy finds himself in a crowded, stuffy
lecture hall. At first he is amazed by the charts and the figures. But when he finds himself
overwhelmed by the pontifications of an academic, he retreats to the great outdoors and does
something as universal as the stars themselves... he dreams.



  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Poems by Walt Whitman Walt
Whitman, 2016-04-22 Walt Whitman is widely regarded as one of the masters of American poetry.
Here are collected his finest poems, a perfect companion for any fan of Whitman's work.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: I Hear America Singing Walt
Whitman, 1991 Whitman's famous poem, accompanied by linoleum-cut illustrations, depicts people
at work all over an earlier America.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Song of Myself Walt Whitman,
2024-03-20 One of the Greatest Poems in American Literature Walt Whitman (1819-1892) was
considered by many to be one of the most important American poets of all time. He had a profound
influence on all those who came after him. “Song of Myself”, a portion of Whitman’s monumental
poetry collection “Leaves of Grass”, is one of his most beloved poems. It was through this moving
piece that Whitman first made himself known to the world. One of the most acclaimed of all
American poems, it is written in Whitman’s signature free verse style, without a regular form, meter,
or rhythm. His lines have a mesmerizing chant-like quality, as he sought to make poetry more
appealing. Few poems are as fun to read aloud as this one. Considered to be the core of his poetic
vision, this poem is an optimistic and inspirational look at the world in 1855. It is exhilarating, epic,
and fresh in its brilliant and fascinating diction and wordplay as it tries to capture the unique
meaning of words of the day, while also embracing the rapidly evolving vocabularies of the sciences
and the streets. Far ahead of its time, it was considered by many social conservatives to be
scandalous and obscene for its depiction of sexuality and desire, while at the same time, critics
hailed the poem as a modern masterpiece. This first version of “Song of Myself” is far superior to the
later versions and will delight readers with the playfulness of its diction as it glorifies the self, body,
and soul. “I am large, I contain multitudes,”
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 1872
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Song of the Broad-axe Walt
Whitman, 1924 Complete set of the thirteen woodcut illustrations used in the 1924 edition of Song of
the Broad-axe by Walt Whitman, published by Centaur Press in Philadelphia. Each woodcut is titled
and numbered 16. The titles are (as they appear in the book): No.I, Ship struck in storm, Beauty of
woodmen, building, the forger, hell of war, The great city, of the best-bodied mothers, the
hammers-men, the headsman, solid forest, the liquor-bar, and No.II.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: On the Beach at Night Alone Walt
Whitman, 2015-02-26 'All nations, colors, barbarisms, civilizations, languages...' A selection taken
from Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th
birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with books
from around the world and across many centuries. They take us from a balloon ride over Victorian
London to a garden of blossom in Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th century California and the
Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and savage; poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and
inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions. Walt Whitman (1819-1892). Whitman's
works available in Penguin Classics are Leaves of Grass and The Complete Poems.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: A Mayan Astronomer in Hell's Kitchen:
Poems Martín Espada, 2001-06-17 Martín Espada ....forges a new poetic language.—Dennis Loy
Johnson, Pittsburgh Tribune In his sixth collection, American Book Award winner Martín Espada has
created a poetic mural. There are conquerors, slaves, and rebels from Caribbean history; the Mayan
astronomer calmly smoking a cigarette in the middle of a New York tenement fire; a nun staging a
White House vigil to protest her torture; a man on death row mourning the loss of his books; and
even Carmen Miranda.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: How to Read (and Write About) Poetry
– Second Edition Susan Holbrook, 2021-10-08 How to Read (and Write About) Poetry invites
students and others curious about poetry to join the critical conversation about a genre many find a
little mystifying, even intimidating. In an accessible, engaging manner, this book introduces the
productive questions, reading strategies, literary terms, and secondary research tips that will



empower readers to participate in literary analysis. Holbrook explicates a number of poems,
initiating readers into critical discourse while highlighting key poetic terms. The explications are
followed by selections of related works, so the book thus offers what amounts to a brief anthology,
ideal for a poetry unit or introductory class on poetry and poetics. A chapter on meter illuminates
the rhythmic dimension of poetry and guides readers through methods of scansion. The second
edition is updated throughout and includes a fresh selection of poems and the latest MLA citation
guidance.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: My Poets Maureen N. McLane,
2012-06-19 A thrillingly original exploration of a life lived under poetry's uniquely seductive spell
Oh! there are spirits of the air, wrote Percy Bysshe Shelley. In this stunningly original book Maureen
N. McLane channels the spirits and voices that make up the music in one poet's mind. Weaving
criticism and memoir, My Poets explores a life reading and a life read. McLane invokes in My Poets
not necessarily the best poets, nor the most important poets (whoever these might be), but those
writers who, in possessing her, made her. I am marking here what most marked me, she writes.
Ranging from Chaucer to H.D. to William Carlos Williams to Louise Glück to Shelley (among others),
McLane tracks the growth of a poet's mind, as Wordsworth put it in The Prelude. In a poetical prose
both probing and incantatory, McLane has written a radical book of experimental criticism. Susan
Sontag called for an erotics of interpretation: this is it. Part Bildung, part dithyramb, part exegesis,
My Poets extends an implicit invitation to you, dear reader, to consider who your my poets, or my
novelists, or my filmmakers, or my pop stars, might be.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Beat! Beat! Drums! Walt Whitman,
2015-12-12 Walter Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. A
humanist, he was a part of the transition between transcendentalism and realism, incorporating both
views in his works. Whitman is among the most influential poets in the American canon, often called
the father of free verse. Whitman's work breaks the boundaries of poetic form and is generally
prose-like. He also used unusual images and symbols in his poetry, including rotting leaves, tufts of
straw, and debris. He also openly wrote about death and sexuality, including prostitution. He is often
labeled as the father of free verse, though he did not invent it. Whitman wrote in the preface to the
1855 edition of Leaves of Grass, The proof of a poet is that his country absorbs him as affectionately
as he has absorbed it. He believed there was a vital, symbiotic relationship between the poet and
society. This connection was emphasized especially in Song of Myself by using an all-powerful
first-person narration. As an American epic, it deviated from the historic use of an elevated hero and
instead assumed the identity of the common people. Leaves of Grass also responded to the impact
that recent urbanization in the United States had on the masses.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Pale Fire Vladimir Nabokov,
2024-02-18 The American poet John Shade is dead. His last poem, &apos;Pale Fire&apos;, is put into
a book, together with a preface, a lengthy commentary and notes by Shade&apos;s editor, Charles
Kinbote. Known on campus as the &apos;Great Beaver&apos;, Kinbote is haughty, inquisitive,
intolerant, but is he also mad, bad - and even dangerous? As his wildly eccentric annotations slide
into the personal and the fantastical, Kinbote reveals perhaps more than he should be.
Nabokov&apos;s darkly witty, richly inventive masterpiece is a suspenseful whodunit, a story of
one-upmanship and dubious penmanship, and a glorious literary conundrum.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1900
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: O Captain! My Captain! Walt Whitman,
1915
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Place's Fault Philip Hobsbaum,
1964
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Civil War Poems Walt Whitman,
1994 Poems from one of America's best known poets, reflecting the tragic and powerful era of the
war between the states. In two parts, Memories of President Lincoln as he and the nation mourn



Lincoln's death, and Drum-Taps from Whitman's experiences as a nurse tending the wounded
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Works of Walt Whitman Walt
Whitman, 1995 This collection contains the poetic works of Walt Whitman. These poems reflect the
vitality of a new nation and the vastness of its lands. They combine autobiographical, sociological
and religious themes but did not conform to previous genres.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Good Gray Poet William Douglas
O'Connor, 1927
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Sand and Foam Kahlil Gibran, 1926 A
book of aphorisms, poems, and parables by the author of The Prophet - a philosopher at his window
commenting on the scene passing below.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Twenty Poems That Could Save
America and Other Essays Tony Hoagland, 2014-11-04 A fearless, wide-ranging book on the state
of poetry and American literary culture by Tony Hoagland, the author of What Narcissism Means to
Me Live American poetry is absent from our public schools. The teaching of poetry languishes, and
that region of youthful neurological terrain capable of being ignited only by poetry is largely dark,
unpopulated, and silent, like a classroom whose shades are drawn. This is more than a shame, for
poetry is our common treasure-house, and we need its vitality, its respect for the subconscious, its
willingness to entertain ambiguity, its plaintive truth-telling, and its imaginative exhibitions of
linguistic freedom, which confront the general culture's more grotesque manipulations. We need the
emotional training sessions poetry conducts us through. We need its previews of coming attractions:
heartbreak, survival, failure, endurance, understanding, more heartbreak. —from Twenty Poems
That Could Save America Twenty Poems That Could Save America presents insightful essays on the
craft of poetry and a bold conversation about the role of poetry in contemporary culture. Essays on
the vertigo effects of new poetry give way to appraisals of Robert Bly, Sharon Olds, and Dean Young.
At the heart of this book is an honesty and curiosity about the ways poetry can influence America at
both the private and public levels. Tony Hoagland is already one of this country's most provocative
poets, and this book confirms his role as a restless and perceptive literary and cultural critic.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Peace of Wild Things Wendell
Berry, 2018-02-22 If you stop and look around you, you'll start to see. Tall marigolds darkening. A
spring wind blowing. The woods awake with sound. On the wooden porch, your love smiling.
Dew-wet red berries in a cup. On the hills, the beginnings of green, clover and grass to be pasture.
The fowls singing and then settling for the night. Bright, silent, thousands of stars. You come into
the peace of simple things. From the author of the 'compelling' and 'luminous' essays of The
World-Ending Fire comes a slim volume of poems. Tender and intimate, these are consoling songs of
hope and of healing; short, simple meditations on love, death, friendship, memory and belonging.
They celebrate and elevate what is sensuous about life, and invite us to pause and appreciate what is
good in life, to stop and savour our fleeting moments of earthly enjoyment. And, when fear for the
future keeps us awake at night, to come into the peace of wild things.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Poet at the Breakfast-table
Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1890
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Seaside and the Fireside Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, 1850
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Smiles to Go Jerry Spinelli,
2008-04-29 What is stargazer, skateboarder, chess champ, pepperoni pizza eater, older brother,
sister hater, best friend, first kisser, science geek, control freak Will Tuppence so afraid of in this
great big universe? Jerry Spinelli knows.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: O Pioneers! Willa Cather, 2024-07-15
When the young Swedish-descended Alexandra Bergson inherits her father's farm in Nebraska, she
must transform the land from a wind-swept prairie landscape into a thriving enterprise. She
dedicates herself completely to the land—at the cost of great sacrifices. O Pioneers! [1913] is Willa
Cather's great masterpiece about American pioneers, where the land is as important a character as



the people who cultivate it. WILLA CATHER [1873-1947] was an American author. After studying at
the University of Nebraska, she worked as a teacher and journalist. Cather's novels often focus on
settlers in the USA with a particular emphasis on female pioneers. In 1923, she was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize for the novel One of Ours, and in 1943, she was elected to the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Rolling Earth Walt Whitman,
Waldo R. Browne, 2019-03-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: American Romanticism Jennifer A.
Hurley, 2000 Presents analysis of some important works of American romanticism.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Walt Whitman and the Earth M.
Jimmie Killingsworth, 2009-11 Now I am terrified at the Earth, it is that calm and patient, It grows
such sweet things out of such corruptions, It turns harmless and stainless on its axis, with such
endless successions of diseas’d corpses, It distills such exquisite winds out of such infused fetor, It
renews with such unwitting looks its prodigal, annual, sumptuous crops, It gives such divine
materials to men, and accepts such leavings from them at last. —Walt Whitman, from “This
Compost” How did Whitman use language to figure out his relationship to the earth, and how can we
interpret his language to reconstruct the interplay between the poet and his sociopolitical and
environmental world? In this first book-length study of Whitman’s poetry from an ecocritical
perspective, Jimmie Killingsworth takes ecocriticism one step further into ecopoetics to reconsider
both Whitman’s language in light of an ecological understanding of the world and the world through
a close study of Whitman’s language. Killingsworth contends that Whitman’s poetry embodies the
kinds of conflicted experience and language that continually crop up in the discourse of political
ecology and that an ecopoetic perspective can explicate Whitman’s feelings about his aging body, his
war-torn nation, and the increasing stress on the American environment both inside and outside the
urban world. He begins with a close reading of “This Compost”—Whitman’s greatest contribution to
the literature of ecology,” from the 1856 edition of Leaves of Grass. He then explores personification
and nature as object, as resource, and as spirit and examines manifest destiny and the globalizing
impulse behind Leaves of Grass, then moves the other way, toward Whitman’s regional, even local
appeal—demonstrating that he remained an island poet even as he became America’s first urban
poet. After considering Whitman as an urbanizing poet, he shows how, in his final writings, Whitman
tried to renew his earlier connection to nature. Walt Whitman and the Earth reveals Whitman as a
powerfully creative experimental poet and a representative figure in American culture whose
struggles and impulses previewed our lives today.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Second Sex Michael Robbins,
2014-09-30 A second collection from a poet of “sheer joy and dizzy command” (The New York Times)
Upon its publication in 2012, Alien vs. Predator, the debut collection by Michael Robbins, became
one of the hottest and most celebrated works of poetry in the country, winning acclaim for its
startling freshness and originality, and leading critics to say that it was the most likely book in years
to open up poetry to a new readership. Robbins’s poems are strange, wonderful, wild, and
irrationally exuberant, mashing up high and low culture with “a sky-blue originality of utterance”



(The New York Times). The thirty-six new poems in The Second Sex carry over the music, attitude,
hilarity, and vulgarity of Alien vs. Predator, while also working deeper autobiographical and political
veins.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Poetry for Kids: Walt Whitman Walt
Whitman, 2017-05-01 A 2018 Notable Poetry Book for Children (National Council of Teachers of
English) Introduce your children to the beautiful words of classic American poet, Walt Whitman.
Poetry for Kids: Walt Whitman makes the work engaging and easy to understand. Walt Whitman is
considered by many to be one of the most prolific poets in American history. What better time to
introduce your children to the written word than now? This collection of thirty-five of Walt's best
works has been carefully curated for kids. Each piece of work is lovingly illustrated, and are both
presented and explained by New York University professor Karen Karbenier, PhD, a primary
authority Whitman's poetry. Walt Whitman includes enlightening commentary for each poem,
definitions of key words, and a foreword by the expert so that kids, or even parents new to poems,
will understand. Starting off with I Hear America Singing, the collection includes excerpts from
Song of Myself, O Captain! My Captain!, poems from Leaves of Grass, and many more
thought-provoking, descriptive, and kid-friendly selections.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: On Whitman C. K. Williams,
2017-01-31 Pulitzer Prize–winning poet C. K. Williams's personal reflection on the art of Walt
Whitman In this book, Pulitzer Prize–winning poet C. K. Williams sets aside the mass of biography
and literary criticism that has accumulated around Walt Whitman and attempts to go back to Leaves
of Grass as he first encountered it—to explore why Whitman's epic continues to inspire and
sometimes daunt him. The result is a personal reassessment and appreciation of one master poet by
another, as well as an unconventional and brilliant introduction to Whitman. Beautifully written and
rich with insight, this is a book that refreshes our ability to see Whitman in all his power.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: A Study Guide for Walt Whitman's
"When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Walt
Whitman's When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Chants Democratic Walt Whitman,
2015-12-12 Walter Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. A
humanist, he was a part of the transition between transcendentalism and realism, incorporating both
views in his works. Whitman is among the most influential poets in the American canon, often called
the father of free verse. Whitman's work breaks the boundaries of poetic form and is generally
prose-like. He also used unusual images and symbols in his poetry, including rotting leaves, tufts of
straw, and debris. He also openly wrote about death and sexuality, including prostitution. He is often
labeled as the father of free verse, though he did not invent it. Whitman wrote in the preface to the
1855 edition of Leaves of Grass, The proof of a poet is that his country absorbs him as affectionately
as he has absorbed it. He believed there was a vital, symbiotic relationship between the poet and
society. This connection was emphasized especially in Song of Myself by using an all-powerful
first-person narration. As an American epic, it deviated from the historic use of an elevated hero and
instead assumed the identity of the common people. Leaves of Grass also responded to the impact
that recent urbanization in the United States had on the masses.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Teenage Wasteland Anne Tyler,
2020-09-29 First appearing in the pages of Seventeen Magazine, “Teenage Wasteland” has become
one of Anne Tyler’s most widely beloved short stories—an affecting and masterful portrait of a life
interrupted and a family come undone. Daisy Coble had been a good mother, and so she was
ashamed to find out from Donny’s teacher that he had been misbehaving. He was noisy, lazy,
disruptive, and he was caught smoking. At night, she lay awake wondering where she had gone
wrong, and how she could have failed as a parent. Unsure of herself, Daisy follows the advice of



professionals, and hires Donny a tutor with some unusual ideas to set the boy straight. But, has the
gap between them grown too wide to bridge? A Vintage Short.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Passage to India Walt Whitman, 1870
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Poems by Emily Dickinson Emily
Dickinson, 1890
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: The Proper Way to Meet a
Hedgehog and Other How-To Poems Paul B. Janeczko, 2019-02-25 Toast a marshmallow, be a
tree in winter, read braille — Paul B. Janeczko and Richard Jones invite you to enjoy an assortment
of poems that inform and inspire. Today I walked outside and spied a hedgehog on the hill. When she
and I met eye to eye, she raised up straight and still. Be they practical (how to mix a pancake or how
to bird-watch) or fanciful (how to scare monsters or how to be a snowflake), the poems in this book
boast a flair and joy that you won’t find in any instruction manual. Poets from Kwame Alexander to
Pat Mora to Allan Wolf share the way to play hard, to love nature, and to be grateful. Soft, evocative
illustrations will encourage readers to look at the world with an eye to its countless possibilities.
Contributors include: Kwame Alexander Calef Brown Rebecca Kai Dotlich Margarita Engle Ralph
Fletcher Douglas Florian Helen Frost Martin Gardner Charles Ghigna Nikki Grimes Anna E. Jordan
Karla Kuskin Irene Latham J. Patrick Lewis Marjorie Maddox Elaine Magliaro Pat Mora Christina
Rossetti Monica Shannon Marilyn Singer Robert Louis Stevenson Charles Waters April Halprin
Wayland Steven Withrow Allan Wolf
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: An Astrologers Day R K Narayan,
2023-07-18 An Astrologer's Day is a collection of short stories by R.K. Narayan, one of India's most
celebrated authors. Set in the bustling city of Malgudi, these tales explore the everyday lives of
ordinary people, revealing the humor, tragedy, and beauty of the human experience. This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Beyond Earth's Edge Julie Swarstad
Johnson, Christopher Cokinos, 2020 Beyond Earth's Edge vividly captures through poetry the
violence of blastoff, the wonders seen by Hubble, and the trajectories of exploration to Mars and
beyond. The anthology offers a fascinating record of both national mindsets and private perspectives
as poets grapple with the promise and peril of U.S. space exploration across decades and into the
present.
  when i heard the learn d astronomer poem analysis: Song of the Open Road Walt
Whitman, 2022-06-21 Walt Whitman's poem was first published in the 1856 collection Leaves of
Grass.
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