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Wild Nights Analysis: Unpacking Emily
Dickinson's Bold Poetic Vision

Introduction:

Dive deep into the enigmatic world of Emily Dickinson's "Wild Nights – Wild
Nights!" This post offers a comprehensive analysis of this powerful poem,
exploring its themes of passionate longing, spiritual yearning, and the
complexities of human desire. We'll dissect the poem's unique structure,
imagery, and symbolism, revealing the layers of meaning hidden within
Dickinson's seemingly simple verses. Prepare to unravel the secrets of one of
Dickinson's most celebrated and enigmatic works, understanding its enduring
relevance and impact on poetic interpretation. We'll examine scholarly
interpretations, exploring diverse viewpoints and providing you with the
tools to form your own informed opinion.

I. Deconstructing the Poem's Structure and Form:

Dickinson's "Wild Nights – Wild Nights!" is a prime example of her
unconventional poetic style. The poem's irregular rhyme scheme and meter, a
hallmark of her work, contribute significantly to its overall effect. The
insistent repetition of "Wild Nights" at the beginning of each stanza
immediately establishes a tone of urgent longing and passionate intensity.
This repetition isn't merely stylistic; it reinforces the poem's central
theme of overwhelming desire and the speaker's desperate plea for
fulfillment. The poem's lack of traditional structure mirrors the speaker's
emotional state – chaotic, passionate, and yearning for something beyond the
grasp of conventional expression. The short lines and stanzas create a sense
of breathlessness and urgency, reflecting the intensity of the speaker's
emotional experience.

II. Exploring the Central Theme of Passionate Longing:

The poem’s central theme is undeniably passionate longing. The "Wild Nights"
are not merely nights of physical intimacy; they represent a profound
spiritual and emotional yearning. The speaker craves a complete and ecstatic
union, a merging of souls that transcends the limitations of the physical
world. The "Rowing in Eden" image suggests a journey towards paradise, a
state of blissful communion. The poem avoids explicit descriptions of
physical love, instead focusing on the intense emotional and spiritual desire
that fuels the speaker's longing. This makes the poem's meaning open to
interpretation, allowing for diverse readings that explore both romantic and
spiritual yearning.



III. Unraveling the Symbolism and Imagery:

Dickinson's mastery lies in her use of evocative imagery and symbolism. The
"House that is too little" symbolizes the inadequacy of the physical world to
contain the speaker's overwhelming emotions. The speaker feels confined,
constrained by the limitations of physical reality. This contrasts sharply
with the expansive image of "Rowing in Eden," representing the boundless
freedom and fulfillment sought by the speaker. The "Equipage" (carriage) can
be interpreted as a vehicle for this journey towards spiritual union or as a
metaphor for the soul itself, traveling towards its desired destination. The
"Purple-tow'rd the Door" likely refers to the coming of dawn, highlighting
the temporary nature of this intense longing; it exists within the context of
time, even as it transcends it.

IV. Interpreting the Poem's Ambiguity and Multiple Meanings:

The poem's strength lies in its ambiguity. Is the speaker's longing romantic,
spiritual, or a combination of both? The poem deliberately avoids definitive
answers, allowing the reader to engage actively with the text and create
their own interpretation. The "You" addressed in the poem remains elusive,
adding to the poem's mystery. Is it a lover, a God figure, or a
representation of the speaker's own idealized self? The ambiguity empowers
the reader to project their own experiences and perspectives onto the poem,
ensuring its continued relevance and resonance across generations.

V. The Poem's Place within Dickinson's Larger Body of Work:

"Wild Nights – Wild Nights!" fits seamlessly within Dickinson's wider
exploration of themes of death, spirituality, and the complexities of human
emotion. While this poem directly addresses passionate longing, it still
carries the characteristic introspective and questioning tone that is present
throughout her other works. Its brevity and intensity are typical of
Dickinson’s concise, yet deeply resonant, style. Studying it alongside other
poems dealing with love, faith, and yearning reveals recurring motifs and
enhances our understanding of her artistic vision.

VI. A Proposed Analytical Framework:

Name: A Multifaceted Exploration of Emily Dickinson's "Wild Nights – Wild
Nights!"

Outline:

Introduction: Briefly introduces Emily Dickinson and the poem, highlighting
its significance and unique characteristics.
Chapter 1: Formal Analysis: Examines the poem's structure, rhyme scheme,
meter, and use of punctuation, explaining their contribution to the overall
meaning.
Chapter 2: Thematic Exploration: Delves into the core themes of passionate



longing, spiritual yearning, and the limitations of the physical world.
Chapter 3: Symbolism and Imagery: Analyzes the key symbols and images,
including "Wild Nights," "Eden," "House," "Equipage," and "Purple," exploring
their multiple interpretations.
Chapter 4: Ambiguity and Interpretation: Discusses the poem's open-endedness
and the possibilities for multiple readings, considering various critical
perspectives.
Chapter 5: Contextualization: Places the poem within Dickinson's broader body
of work and the literary context of her time.
Conclusion: Summarizes the key findings and reinforces the poem's enduring
relevance and lasting impact.

(Each chapter would then be expanded upon in a full-length analysis,
elaborating on the points outlined above.)

FAQs:

What is the central theme of "Wild Nights – Wild Nights!"? The poem's1.
central theme is passionate longing, encompassing both romantic and
spiritual yearning.

What is the significance of the repeated "Wild Nights"? The repetition1.
emphasizes the intensity and urgency of the speaker's desire.

What are the key symbols in the poem? Key symbols include the "Wild1.
Nights," "Eden," "House," "Equipage," and "Purple."

How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? The1.
unconventional structure, with its short lines and irregular rhyme,
mirrors the speaker's emotional state.

What is the significance of the "House that is too little"? It1.
symbolizes the inadequacy of the physical world to contain the speaker's
overwhelming emotions.



What is the meaning of "Rowing in Eden"? It represents a journey towards1.
paradise and blissful communion.

Who is the "You" addressed in the poem? The identity of the "You" is1.
ambiguous, allowing for multiple interpretations.

How does the poem relate to Dickinson's other works? The poem shares1.
common themes and stylistic features with Dickinson's other poems on
love, spirituality, and death.

What makes "Wild Nights – Wild Nights!" a significant poem? Its unique1.
combination of passionate longing, spiritual yearning, and ambiguous
imagery has ensured its enduring relevance and appeal.

Related Articles:

Emily Dickinson's Use of Dashes: A Stylistic Analysis: Explores the1.
unique role of dashes in Dickinson's poetry.

Death and Immortality in Emily Dickinson's Poetry: Discusses recurring2.
themes of death and spirituality in Dickinson's work.

The Religious Undercurrents in Emily Dickinson's Poems: Analyzes the3.
religious and spiritual dimensions of Dickinson's poetic vision.

Love and Longing in the Poetry of Emily Dickinson: Focuses on the4.
various expressions of love and yearning in Dickinson's poems.

Emily Dickinson and the Nature of Experience: Examines how Dickinson5.
captures sensory experiences in her writing.

A Comparative Analysis of Dickinson and Whitman's Poetry: Compares and6.
contrasts the styles and themes of two major American poets.

Deconstructing Dickinson's Use of Metaphor: Deep dive into the7.
metaphorical language Dickinson employs.

The Influence of Emily Dickinson on Modern Poetry: Traces the lasting8.
impact of Dickinson's style and themes on later poets.



Understanding Emily Dickinson's Unique Poetic Voice: Analyzes the9.
distinctive elements that make Dickinson's poetry immediately
recognizable.

  wild nights analysis: Wild Nights Benjamin Reiss, 2017-03-07 Why the modern world forgot how
to sleep Why is sleep frustrating for so many people? Why do we spend so much time and money
managing and medicating it, and training ourselves and our children to do it correctly? In Wild
Nights, Benjamin Reiss finds answers in sleep's hidden history -- one that leads to our present,
sleep-obsessed society, its tacitly accepted rules, and their troubling consequences. Today we define
a good night's sleep very narrowly: eight hours in one shot, sealed off in private bedrooms, children
apart from parents. But for most of human history, practically no one slept this way. Tracing sleep's
transformation since the dawn of the industrial age, Reiss weaves together insights from literature,
social and medical history, and cutting-edge science to show how and why we have tried and failed
to tame sleep. In lyrical prose, he leads readers from bedrooms and laboratories to factories and
battlefields to Henry David Thoreau's famous cabin at Walden Pond, telling the stories of troubled
sleepers, hibernating peasants, sleepwalking preachers, cave-dwelling sleep researchers, slaves who
led nighttime uprisings, rebellious workers, spectacularly frazzled parents, and utopian dreamers.
We are hardly the first people, Reiss makes clear, to chafe against our modern rules for sleeping. A
stirring testament to sleep's diversity, Wild Nights offers a profound reminder that in the
vulnerability of slumber we can find our shared humanity. By peeling back the covers of history,
Reiss recaptures sleep's mystery and grandeur and offers hope to weary readers: as sleep was
transformed once before, so too can it change today.
  wild nights analysis: Wild Nights! Joyce Carol Oates, 2009-10-13 New York Times bestselling
author Joyce Carol Oates’ imaginative look at the last days of five giants of American literature, now
available in a deluxe paperback edition in Ecco’s The Art of the Story Series. Edgar Allan Poe, Emily
Dickinson, Samuel Clemens (“Mark Twain”), Henry James, Ernest Hemingway—Joyce Carol Oates
evokes each of these American literary icons in this work of prose fiction, poignantly and
audaciously reinventing the climactic events of their lives. In subtly nuanced language suggestive of
each of these writers, Oates explores the mysterious regions of the unknowable self that is “genius.”
Darkly hilarious, brilliant, and brazen, Wild Nights! is an original and haunting work of the
imagination.
  wild nights analysis: The Passion of Emily Dickinson Judith Farr, 1992 In a profound new
analysis of Dickinson's life and work, Judith Farr explores the desire, suffering, exultation, spiritual
rapture, and intense dedication to art that characterize Dickinson's poems, deciphering their many
complex and witty references to texts and paintings of the day.
  wild nights analysis: Wild Nights Emily Dickinson, 2012-02-01 EMILY DICKINSON: WILD
NIGHTS: SELECTED POEMS selected and introduced by Miriam Chalk One of the most
extraordinary poets of any era, American poetess Emily Dickinson wrote a huge amount of poetry
(nearly 1800 poems). This book ranges from her early work to the late pieces, and features many of
Dickinson's most famous pieces. This new edition includes many new poems. Emily Elizabeth
Dickinson (December 10, 1830 - May 15, 1886) was born in Amherst, MA. Much of her later life was
led in privacy, in the family home in Massachusetts. For some, she was a recluse, famous among
locals for wearing white clothes, seldom travelled, preferred correspondence to meeting people in
the esh, and was known for talking to visitors thru a door. She wrote nearly 1800 poems, but only a
few were published during her lifetime. The poetry of Emily Dickinson is among the strangest, the
most compelling and the most direct in world literature. There is nothing else quite like it. Dickinson
writes in short lyrics, often just eight lines long, often in regular quatrains, but often in irregular



lines consisting of two half-lines joined in the middle by a dash (such as: ''Tis Honour - though I die'
in Had I presumed to hope). Her subjects appear to be the traditional ones of poetry, blocked in with
capital letters: God, Love, Hope, Time, Death, Nature, the Sea, the Sun, the World, Childhood, the
Past, History, and so on. Yet what exactly is Dickinson discussing? Who is the 'I', the 'Thee', the 'we'
and the 'you' in her poetry? This is where things become much more ambiguous. Dickinson is very
clear at times in her poetry, until one considers deeper exactly what she is saying - but this
ambiguity is one of the hallmarks and the delights of her art. Includes an introduction, bibliography,
notes. ISBN 9781861713728. www.crmoon.com
  wild nights analysis: My Life Had Stood a Loaded Gun Emily Dickinson, 2016-03-03 'It's
coming - the postponeless Creature' Electrifying poems of isolation, beauty, death and eternity from
a reclusive genius and one of America's greatest writers. One of 46 new books in the bestselling
Little Black Classics series, to celebrate the first ever Penguin Classic in 1946. Each book gives
readers a taste of the Classics' huge range and diversity, with works from around the world and
across the centuries - including fables, decadence, heartbreak, tall tales, satire, ghosts, battles and
elephants.
  wild nights analysis: There Is No Frigate Like a Book Emiy Dickinson, Ngj Schlieve,
2017-11-30 Poetry by American Poet Emily Dickinson. This book contains 3 poems, the first and
second poems are about the power of words and books and the final poem is about the journey of
raindrops.
  wild nights analysis: Hope Is the Thing with Feathers Emily Dickinson, 2019-02-12 Part of a
new collection of literary voices from Gibbs Smith, written by, and for, extraordinary women—to
encourage, challenge, and inspire. One of American’s most distinctive poets, Emily Dickinson
scorned the conventions of her day in her approach to writing, religion, and society. Hope Is the
Thing with Feathers is a collection from her vast archive of poetry to inspire the writers, creatives,
and leaders of today. Continue your journey in the Women’s Voices series with Jane Eyre, by
Charlotte Bronte and The Feminist Papers by Mary Wollstonecraft.
  wild nights analysis: I'm Nobody! Who Are You? Emily Dickinson, Edric S. Mesmer, 2002 A
collection of the author's greatest poetry--from the wistful to the unsettling, the wonders of nature to
the foibles of human nature--is an ideal introduction for first-time readers. Original.
  wild nights analysis: The Wild Iris Louise Gluck, 2022-01-04 Winner of the Nobel Prize in
Literature Winner of the Pulitzer Prize From Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Louise Glück, a stunningly
beautiful collection of poems that encompasses the natural, human, and spiritual realms Bound
together by the universal themes of time and mortality and with clarity and sureness of craft, Louise
Glück's poetry questions, explores, and finally celebrates the ordeal of being alive.
  wild nights analysis: Of Being Numerous George Oppen, 2024
  wild nights analysis: Lives Like Loaded Guns Lyndall Gordon, 2010-06-10 In 1882, Emily
Dickinson's brother Austin began a passionate love affair with Mabel Todd, a young Amherst faculty
wife, setting in motion a series of events that would forever change the lives of the Dickinson family.
The feud that erupted as a result has continued for over a century. Lyndall Gordon, an
award-winning biographer, tells the riveting story of the Dickinsons, and reveals Emily as a very
different woman from the pale, lovelorn recluse that exists in the popular imagination. Thanks to
unprecedented use of letters, diaries, and legal documents, Gordon digs deep into the life and work
of Emily Dickinson, to reveal the secret behind the poet's insistent seclusion, and presents a woman
beyond her time who found love, spiritual sustenance, and immortality all on her own terms. An
enthralling story of creative genius, filled with illicit passion and betrayal, Lives Like Loaded Guns is
sure to cause a stir among Dickinson's many devoted readers and scholars.
  wild nights analysis: The Poetry Handbook John Lennard, 2006-01-05 The Poetry Handbook
is a lucid and entertaining guide to the poet's craft, and an invaluable introduction to practical
criticism for students. Chapters on each element of poetry, from metre to gender, offer a
wide-ranging general account, and end by looking at two or three poems from a small group
(including works by Donne, Elizabeth Bishop, Geoffrey Hill, and Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott), to



build up sustained analytical readings. Thorough and compact, with notes and quotations
supplemented by detailed reference to the Norton Anthology of Poetry and a companion website
with texts, links, and further discussion, The Poetry Handbook is indispensable for all school and
undergraduate students of English. A final chapter addresses examinations of all kinds, and sample
essays by undergraduates are posted on the website. Critical and scholarly terms are italicised and
clearly explained, both in the text and in a complete glossary; the volume also includes suggestions
for further reading. The first edition, widely praised by teachers and students, showed how the
pleasures of poetry are heightened by rigorous understanding and made that understanding readily
available. This second edition — revised, expanded, updated, and supported by a new companion
website - confirm The Poetry Handbook as the best guide to poetry available in English.
  wild nights analysis: New Poems of Emily Dickinson William H. Shurr, 2015-01-01 For most
of her life Emily Dickinson regularly embedded poems, disguised as prose, in her lively and
thoughtful letters. Although many critics have commented on the poetic quality of Dickinson's
letters, William Shurr is the first to draw fully developed poems from them. In this remarkable
volume, he presents nearly 500 new poems that he and his associates excavated from her
correspondence, thereby expanding the canon of Dickinson's known poems by almost one-third and
making a remarkable addition to the study of American literature. Here are new riddles and
epigrams, as well as longer lyrics that have never been seen as poems before. While Shurr has
reformatted passages from the letters as poetry, a practice Dickinson herself occasionally followed,
no words, punctuation, or spellings have been changed. Shurr points out that these new verses have
much in common with Dickinson's well-known poems: they have her typical punctuation (especially
the characteristic dashes and capitalizations); they use her preferred hymn or ballad meters; and
they continue her search for new and unusual rhymes. Most of all, these poems continue Dickinson's
remarkable experiments in extending the boundaries of poetry and human sensibility.
  wild nights analysis: Poems by Emily Dickinson Emily Dickinson, 1890
  wild nights analysis: Open Me Carefully Emily Dickinson, 1998-10-01 The 19th–century
American poet’s uncensored and breathtaking letters, poems, and letter-poems to her sister-in-law
and childhood friend. For the first time, selections from Emily Dickinson’s thirty-six year
correspondence with her childhood friend, neighbor, and sister-in-law, Susan Huntington Dickinson,
are compiled in a single volume. Open Me Carefully invites a dramatic new understanding of Emily
Dickinson’s life and work, overcoming a century of censorship and misinterpretation. For the
millions of readers who love Emily Dickinson’s poetry, Open Me Carefully brings new light to the
meaning of the poet’s life and work. Gone is Emily as lonely spinster; here is Dickinson in her own
words, passionate and fully alive. Praise for Open Me Carefully “With spare commentary, Smith . . .
and Hart . . . let these letters speak for themselves. Most important, unlike previous editors who
altered line breaks to fit their sense of what is poetry or prose, Hart and Smith offer faithful
reproductions of the letters’ genre-defying form as the words unravel spectacularly down the
original page.” —Renee Tursi, The New York Times Book Review
  wild nights analysis: Four Fish Paul Greenberg, 2010-07-15 “A necessary book for anyone truly
interested in what we take from the sea to eat, and how, and why.” —Sam Sifton, The New York
Times Book Review Acclaimed author of American Catch and The Omega Princple and life-long
fisherman, Paul Greenberg takes us on a journey, examining the four fish that dominate our menus:
salmon, sea bass, cod, and tuna. Investigating the forces that get fish to our dinner tables,
Greenberg reveals our damaged relationship with the ocean and its inhabitants. Just three decades
ago, nearly everything we ate from the sea was wild. Today, rampant overfishing and an
unprecedented biotech revolution have brought us to a point where wild and farmed fish occupy
equal parts of a complex marketplace. Four Fish offers a way for us to move toward a future in
which healthy and sustainable seafood is the rule rather than the exception.
  wild nights analysis: Night Sky with Exit Wounds Ocean Vuong, 2016-05-23 Winner of the
2016 Whiting Award One of Publishers Weekly's Most Anticipated Books of Spring 2016 One of Lit
Hub's 10 must-read poetry collections for April “Reading Vuong is like watching a fish move: he



manages the varied currents of English with muscled intuition. His poems are by turns graceful and
wonderstruck. His lines are both long and short, his pose narrative and lyric, his diction formal and
insouciant. From the outside, Vuong has fashioned a poetry of inclusion.”—The New Yorker Night
Sky with Exit Wounds establishes Vuong as a fierce new talent to be reckoned with...This book is a
masterpiece that captures, with elegance, the raw sorrows and joys of human existence.—Buzzfeed's
Most Exciting New Books of 2016 This original, sprightly wordsmith of tumbling pulsing phrases
pushes poetry to a new level...A stunning introduction to a young poet who writes with both
assurance and vulnerability. Visceral, tender and lyrical, fleet and agile, these poems unflinchingly
face the legacies of violence and cultural displacement but they also assume a position of wonder
before the world.”—2016 Whiting Award citation Night Sky with Exit Wounds is the kind of book
that soon becomes worn with love. You will want to crease every page to come back to it, to
underline every other line because each word resonates with power.—LitHub Vuong’s powerful
voice explores passion, violence, history, identity—all with a tremendous humanity.—Slate “In his
impressive debut collection, Vuong, a 2014 Ruth Lilly fellow, writes beauty into—and culls
from—individual, familial, and historical traumas. Vuong exists as both observer and observed
throughout the book as he explores deeply personal themes such as poverty, depression, queer
sexuality, domestic abuse, and the various forms of violence inflicted on his family during the
Vietnam War. Poems float and strike in equal measure as the poet strives to transform pain into
clarity. Managing this balance becomes the crux of the collection, as when he writes, ‘Your father is
only your father/ until one of you forgets. Like how the spine/ won’t remember its wings/ no matter
how many times our knees/ kiss the pavement.’”—Publishers Weekly What a treasure [Ocean Vuong]
is to us. What a perfume he's crushed and rendered of his heart and soul. What a gift this book
is.—Li-Young Lee Torso of Air Suppose you do change your life. & the body is more than a portion of
night—sealed with bruises. Suppose you woke & found your shadow replaced by a black wolf. The
boy, beautiful & gone. So you take the knife to the wall instead. You carve & carve until a coin of
light appears & you get to look in, at last, on happiness. The eye staring back from the other side—
waiting. Born in Saigon, Vietnam, Ocean Vuong attended Brooklyn College. He is the author of two
chapbooks as well as a full-length collection, Night Sky with Exit Wounds. A 2014 Ruth Lilly Fellow
and winner of the 2016 Whiting Award, Ocean Vuong lives in New York City, New York.
  wild nights analysis: A Loaded Gun Jerome Charyn, 2016-02-22 PEN/ Jacqueline Bograd Weld
Award for Biography Longlist O, The Oprah Magazine “Best Books of Summer” selection “Magnetic
nonfiction.” —O, The Oprah Magazine “Remarkable insight . . . [a] unique meditation/investigation. .
. . Jerome Charyn the unpredictable, elusive, and enigmatic is a natural match for Emily Dickinson,
the quintessence of these.” —Joyce Carol Oates, author of Wild Nights! and The Lost Landscape We
think we know Emily Dickinson: the Belle of Amherst, virginal, reclusive, and possibly mad. But in A
Loaded Gun, Jerome Charyn introduces us to a different Emily Dickinson: the fierce, brilliant, and
sexually charged poet who wrote: My Life had stood—a Loaded Gun— … Though I than He— may
longer live He longer must—than I— For I have but the power to kill, Without—the power to die—
Through interviews with contemporary scholars, close readings of Dickinson’s correspondence and
handwritten manuscripts, and a suggestive, newly discovered photograph that is purported to show
Dickinson with her lover, Charyn’s literary sleuthing reveals the great poet in ways that have only
been hinted at previously: as a woman who was deeply philosophical, intensely engaged with the
world, attracted to members of both sexes, and able to write poetry that disturbs and delights us
today. Jerome Charyn is the author of, most recently, Bitter Bronx: Thirteen Stories, I Am Abraham:
A Novel of Lincoln and the Civil War, and The Secret Life of Emily Dickinson: A Novel. He lives in
New York.
  wild nights analysis: Spring and All William Carlos Williams, 2021-08-03 Spring and All
(1923) is a book of poems by William Carlos Williams. Predominately known as a poet, Williams
frequently pushed the limits of prose style throughout his works, often comprised of a seamless
blend of both forms of writing. In Spring and All, the closest thing to a manifesto he wrote, Williams
addresses the nature of his modern poetics which not only pursues a particularly American idiom,



but attempts to capture the relationship between language and the world it describes. Part essay,
part poem, Spring and All is a landmark of American literature from a poet whose daring search for
the outer limits of life both redefined and expanded the meaning of language itself. “There is a
constant barrier between the reader and his consciousness of immediate contact with the world. If
there is an ocean it is here.” In Spring and All, Williams identifies the incomprehensible nature of
consciousness as the single most important subject of poetry. Accused of being “heartless” and
“cruel,” of producing “positively repellant” works of art in order to “make fun of humanity,” Williams
doesn’t so much defend himself as dig in his heels. His poetry is addressed “[t]o the imagination”
itself; it seeks to break down the “the barrier between sense and the vaporous fringe which distracts
the attention from its agonized approaches to the moment.” When he states that “so much depends /
upon // a red wheel / barrow,” he refers to the need to understand the nature of language, which
keeps us in touch with the world. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset
manuscript, this edition of William Carlos Williams’ Spring and All is a classic of American literature
reimagined for modern readers.
  wild nights analysis: The Peace of Wild Things Wendell Berry, 2018-02-22 If you stop and
look around you, you'll start to see. Tall marigolds darkening. A spring wind blowing. The woods
awake with sound. On the wooden porch, your love smiling. Dew-wet red berries in a cup. On the
hills, the beginnings of green, clover and grass to be pasture. The fowls singing and then settling for
the night. Bright, silent, thousands of stars. You come into the peace of simple things. From the
author of the 'compelling' and 'luminous' essays of The World-Ending Fire comes a slim volume of
poems. Tender and intimate, these are consoling songs of hope and of healing; short, simple
meditations on love, death, friendship, memory and belonging. They celebrate and elevate what is
sensuous about life, and invite us to pause and appreciate what is good in life, to stop and savour our
fleeting moments of earthly enjoyment. And, when fear for the future keeps us awake at night, to
come into the peace of wild things.
  wild nights analysis: Grief Is the Thing with Feathers Max Porter, 2016-06-07 Here he is,
husband and father, scruffy romantic, a shambolic scholar--a man adrift in the wake of his wife's
sudden, accidental death. And there are his two sons who like him struggle in their London
apartment to face the unbearable sadness that has engulfed them. The father imagines a future of
well-meaning visitors and emptiness, while the boys wander, savage and unsupervised. In this
moment of violent despair they are visited by Crow--antagonist, trickster, goad, protector, therapist,
and babysitter. This self-described sentimental bird, at once wild and tender, who finds humans dull
except in grief, threatens to stay with the wounded family until they no longer need him. As weeks
turn to months and the pain of loss lessens with the balm of memories, Crow's efforts are rewarded
and the little unit of three begins to recover: Dad resumes his book about the poet Ted Hughes; the
boys get on with it, grow up. Part novella, part polyphonic fable, part essay on grief, Max Porter's
extraordinary debut combines compassion and bravura style to dazzling effect. Full of angular wit
and profound truths, Grief Is the Thing with Feathers is a startlingly original and haunting debut by
a significant new talent.
  wild nights analysis: Rowing in Eden Martha Nell Smith, 2010-07-05 Emily Dickinson wrote a
letter to the world and left it lying in her drawer more than a century ago. This widely admired
epistle was her poems, which were never conventionally published in book form during her lifetime.
Since the posthumous discovery of her work, general readers and literary scholars alike have
puzzled over this paradox of wanting to communicate widely and yet apparently refusing to publish.
In this pathbreaking study, Martha Nell Smith unravels the paradox by boldly recasting two of the
oldest and still most frequently asked questions about Emily Dickinson: Why didn't she publish more
poems while she was alive? and Who was her most important contemporary audience? Regarding
the question of publication, Smith urges a reconception of the act of publication itself. She argues
that Dickinson did publish her work in letters and in forty manuscript books that circulated among a
cultured network of correspondents, most important of whom was her sister-in-law, Susan
Huntington Gilbert Dickinson. Rather than considering this material unpublished because unprinted,



Smith views its alternative publication as a conscious strategy on the poet's part, a daring poetic
experiment that also included Dickinson's unusual punctuation, line breaks, stanza divisions,
calligraphic orthography, and bookmaking—all the characteristics that later editors tried to
standardize or eliminate in preparing the poems for printing. Dickinson's relationship with her most
important reader, Sue Dickinson, has also been lost or distorted by multiple levels of censorship,
Smith finds. Emphasizing the poet-sustaining aspects of the passionate bonds between the two
women, Smith shows that their relationship was both textual and sexual. Based on study of the
actual holograph poems, Smith reveals the extent of Sue Dickinson's collaboration in the production
of poems, most notably Safe in Their Alabaster Chambers. This finding will surely challenge the
popular conception of the isolated, withdrawn Emily Dickinson. Well-versed in poststructuralist,
feminist, and new textual criticism, Rowing in Eden uncovers the process by which the conventional
portrait of Emily Dickinson was drawn and offers readers a chance to go back to original letters and
poems and look at the poet and her work through new eyes. It will be of great interest to a wide
audience in literary and feminist studies.
  wild nights analysis: Dickinson's Misery Virginia Jackson, 2013-12-03 How do we know that
Emily Dickinson wrote poems? How do we recognize a poem when we see one? In Dickinson's
Misery, Virginia Jackson poses fundamental questions about reading habits we have come to take for
granted. Because Dickinson's writing remained largely unpublished when she died in 1886,
decisions about what it was that Dickinson wrote have been left to the editors, publishers, and critics
who have brought Dickinson's work into public view. The familiar letters, notes on advertising fliers,
verses on split-open envelopes, and collections of verses on personal stationery tied together with
string have become the Dickinson poems celebrated since her death as exemplary lyrics. Jackson
makes the larger argument that the century and a half spanning the circulation of Dickinson's work
tells the story of a shift in the publication, consumption, and interpretation of lyric poetry. This shift
took the form of what this book calls the lyricization of poetry, a set of print and pedagogical
practices that collapsed the variety of poetic genres into lyric as a synonym for poetry. Featuring
many new illustrations from Dickinson's manuscripts, this book makes a major contribution to the
study of Dickinson and of nineteenth-century American poetry. It maps out the future for new work
in historical poetics and lyric theory.
  wild nights analysis: The Works of Emily Dickinson Emily Dickinson, 1994 During Emily's
life only seven of her 1775 poems were published. This collection of her work shows her breadth of
vision and a passionate intensity and awe for life, love, nature, time and eternity. Once branded an
eccentric Dickinson is now regarded as a major American poet.
  wild nights analysis: A Wild Swan Michael Cunningham, 2015-11-10 Fairy tales for our times
from the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Hours A poisoned apple and a monkey's paw with the
power to change fate; a girl whose extraordinarily long hair causes catastrophe; a man with one
human arm and one swan's wing; and a house deep in the forest, constructed of gumdrops and
gingerbread, vanilla frosting and boiled sugar. In A Wild Swan and Other Tales, the people and the
talismans of lands far, far away—the mythic figures of our childhoods and the source of so much of
our wonder—are transformed by Michael Cunningham into stories of sublime revelation. Here are
the moments that our fairy tales forgot or deliberately concealed: the years after a spell is broken,
the rapturous instant of a miracle unexpectedly realized, or the fate of a prince only half cured of a
curse. The Beast stands ahead of you in line at the convenience store, buying smokes and a Slim Jim,
his devouring smile aimed at the cashier. A malformed little man with a knack for minor acts of
wizardry goes to disastrous lengths to procure a child. A loutish and lazy Jack prefers living in his
mother's basement to getting a job, until the day he trades a cow for a handful of magic beans.
Reimagined by one of the most gifted storytellers of his generation, and exquisitely illustrated by
Yuko Shimizu, rarely have our bedtime stories been this dark, this perverse, or this true.
  wild nights analysis: My Wild and Sleepless Nights Clover Stroud, 2021 'Raw, elemental and
beautiful.' Telegraph 'This is quite simply the best book about motherhood I have ever read.' -
Eleanor Mills in the Sunday Times Mother to five children, Clover Stroud has navigated family life



across two decades, both losing and finding herself. In her touching, provocative and profoundly
insightful book, she captures a sense of what motherhood really feels like - how intense, sensuous,
joyful, boring, profound and dark it can be. My Wild and Sleepless Nights examines what it means to
be a mother, and reveals with unflinching honesty the many conflicting emotions that this entails-
the joy and the wonder, the loneliness and despair. MORE PRAISE FOR CLOVER STROUD- 'Clover's
expertise is writing about family life in a way that feels both new and entirely familiar' - Pandora
Sykes 'As tender, blazing, funny and unflinching as the love it describes. I want to give this
triumphant book to every mother I know' - Rachel Joyce 'Stroud is always willing to rip open her very
soul in order to reveal the truth about her life - and every time a woman tells the truth like this, it
sets another woman free' - Elizabeth Gilbert 'I read in one greedy gulp and am still slightly reeling.
Extraordinary writing... For mothers and those even vaguely interested in family dynamics it is
fascinating' - Alexandra Heminsley Charting the course of one year, the first in her youngest child's
life, Clover searches for answers to questions that many of us would be too afraid to admit to - not
only about motherhood, but also about female sexuality and identity. Her story will speak to all
mothers, and anyone about to embark on that journey.
  wild nights analysis: A Dream Within a Dream Edgar Allan Poe, 2020-10-05 An example of
Poe’s melancholic and morbid poetic pieces, A Dream Within a Dream is a poem that pitifully mourns
the passing of time. The poet’s own life, teeming with depression, alcoholism, and misery, cannot but
exemplify the subject matter and tone of the poem. The constant dilution of reality and fantasy is
detrimental to the poetic speaker’s ability to hold reality in his hands. The quiet contemplation of the
speaker is contrasted with thunderous passing of time that waits for no man. Edgar Allan Poe
(1809-1849) was an American poet, author, and literary critic. Most famous for his poetry, short
stories, and tales of the supernatural, mysterious, and macabre, he is also regarded as the inventor
of the detective genre and a contributor to the emergence of science fiction, dark romanticism, and
weird fiction. His most famous works include The Raven (1945), The Black Cat (1943), and The
Gold-Bug (1843).
  wild nights analysis: Wild Nights Out Chris Salisbury, 2021-06-03 The book gives adults
ideas for activities to get kids outside after the sun goes down, from night hikes to trapping moths.
It’s also a fascinating meditation on humans’ relationship with darkness.”—Outside A fun, inventive
adventure guide about helping children explore nature after dark . . . Its activities are a great excuse
to turn off the television, set down smartphones, and explore the rich, mysterious world just beyond
the back door.—Foreword Reviews The go-to guide for exploring nature at night, whether on
summer holidays, weekends away or even back garden adventures! Foreword by Chris Packham,
author, naturalist, and BBC presenter Learn how to call for owls, walk like a fox and expand your
sensory perceptions. Wild Nights Out is a wonderful new hands-on guide for those who wish to take
kids (of all ages) outdoors for fun, thrilling nighttime nature adventures. Parents, grandparents,
teachers and nature educators alike will discover a wealth of unique activities to explore the natural
world from dusk till dawn. Alongside games, walks and exercises to expand our senses, storyteller
and outdoor educator Chris Salisbury will bring this unexplored nocturnal dimension to life with lore
about badgers, bats and minibeasts as well as tales of the constellations and planets to share around
the campfire. In Wild Nights Out you can expect to find: 25 fun and informative games and activities
Practical information on how to conduct night walks safely Animal facts and stargazing stories
Beautiful black-and-white illustrations throughout Nature has so much to offer at night, so let Wild
Nights Out be your guide to the dark. It will boost the resilience and self-confidence of children and
adults, and instill a lifelong love of having fun in the outdoors when the sun goes down.
  wild nights analysis: The Night Stages Jane Urquhart, 2015-07-28 Set mainly in a remote
westerly tip of Ireland in the 1940s and '50s, this stunning new novel from one of Canada's
bestselling authors is at once intimate and epic in scope. Tam, an Englishwoman, has been living in
this harshly beautiful region since shortly after World War II, in which she served as an auxiliary
pilot. She is now leaving her lover, Niall, who, like his father before him, is a meteorologist. On her
way to New York, the airliner she is traveling on becomes grounded by heavy fog at Gander Airport



in Newfoundland. As she waits for the fog to clear, she notices an enigmatic mural that moves her to
revisit not only the circumstances that brought her to Ireland but her intense relationship with Niall
and his growing despondency over the disappearance of his younger brother, Kieran. We learn of
Kieran's troubled childhood and of the tragedy that caused him as a boy to be separated from his
family and taken in by a widowed countrywoman who lives in the mountains. There he comes to
know the local people, among them a tailor, a fisherman-teacher, and a sheep farmer who is an
astonishing philosopher. There is also the jeweler's daughter, a young woman who will come to
change the course of several lives. Running parallel is the story of the painter Kenneth Lochhead
and his creation of the mural at Gander that is Tam's only companion through three long days and
nights. An elegiac novel of unusual emotional depth, The Night Stages explores the meaning of
separation, the sorrows of fractured families, and the profound effect of Ireland's wild and elemental
landscape on lives shaped by its beauty. It is Jane Urquhart's richest, most rewarding novel to date.
  wild nights analysis: Love Poems and Others Emily Dickinson, 2013-08
  wild nights analysis: Home Body Rupi Kaur, 2020-11-17 Watch rupi kaur live now on Prime
Video. From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of milk and honey and the sun and her
flowers comes her greatly anticipated third collection of poetry. rupi kaur constantly embraces
growth, and in home body, she walks readers through a reflective and intimate journey visiting the
past, the present, and the potential of the self. home body is a collection of raw, honest
conversations with oneself - reminding readers to fill up on love, acceptance, community, family, and
embrace change. illustrated by the author, themes of nature and nurture, light and dark, rest here. i
dive into the well of my body and end up in another world everything i need already exists in me
there’s no need to look anywhere else - home
  wild nights analysis: Wild Game Adrienne Brodeur, 2019 On a hot July night on Cape Cod, at
the age of 14, Brodeur became a confidante to her mother's affair with her husband's closest friend.
Malabar came to rely on her daughter to help, but when the affair had calamitous consequences for
everyone involved, Brodeau was driven into a precarious marriage of her own, and then into a deep
depression. In her memoir she examines how the people close to us can break our hearts simply
because they have access to them, and the lies we tell in order to justify the choices we make. --
adapted from jacket
  wild nights analysis: Wild Cheryl Strayed, 2023-08 'One of the best books I've read in the last
five or ten years... Wild is angry, brave, sad, self-knowing, redemptive, raw, compelling, and
brilliantly written, and I think it's destined to be loved by a lot of people, men and women, for a very
long time.' Nick Hornby
  wild nights analysis: The Pig Book Citizens Against Government Waste, 2013-09-17 The
federal government wastes your tax dollars worse than a drunken sailor on shore leave. The 1984
Grace Commission uncovered that the Department of Defense spent $640 for a toilet seat and $436
for a hammer. Twenty years later things weren't much better. In 2004, Congress spent a
record-breaking $22.9 billion dollars of your money on 10,656 of their pork-barrel projects. The war
on terror has a lot to do with the record $413 billion in deficit spending, but it's also the result of
pork over the last 18 years the likes of: - $50 million for an indoor rain forest in Iowa - $102 million
to study screwworms which were long ago eradicated from American soil - $273,000 to combat goth
culture in Missouri - $2.2 million to renovate the North Pole (Lucky for Santa!) - $50,000 for a tattoo
removal program in California - $1 million for ornamental fish research Funny in some instances and
jaw-droppingly stupid and wasteful in others, The Pig Book proves one thing about Capitol Hill: pork
is king!
  wild nights analysis: Starry Night Debbie Macomber, 2014-10-14 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • “Macomber hits the sweet spot with this tender tale of impractical love. . . . A
delicious Christmas miracle well worth waiting for.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) Carrie
Slayton, a big-city society-page columnist, longs to write more serious news stories. So her editor
hands her a challenge: She can cover any topic she wants, but only if she first scores the paper an
interview with Finn Dalton, the notoriously reclusive author. Living in the remote Alaskan



wilderness, Finn has written a megabestselling memoir about surviving in the wild. But he
stubbornly declines to speak to anyone in the press, and no one even knows exactly where he lives.
Digging deep into Finn’s past, Carrie develops a theory on his whereabouts. It is the holidays, but
her career is at stake, so she forsakes her family celebrations and flies out to snowy Alaska. When
she finally finds Finn, she discovers a man both more charismatic and more stubborn than she even
expected. And soon she is torn between pursuing the story of a lifetime and following her heart.
Filled with all the comforts and joys of Christmastime, Starry Night is a delightful novel of finding
happiness in the most surprising places. Don’t miss Debbie Macomber’s short story “Lost and Found
in Cedar Cove” in the back of the book.
  wild nights analysis: Corrupt Penelope Douglas, 2023-11-07 Dreams might be a heart’s
desire, but nightmares are its obsession in the first novel of a dark romance series from New York
Times bestselling author Penelope Douglas. Erika Fane’s boyfriend's older brother is handsome,
strong, and completely terrifying. The star of his college's basketball team gone pro, he's more
concerned with the dirt on his shoe than he is with her. But she saw him. She heard him. The things
that he did, and the deeds that he hid... For years, Erika bit her nails, unable to look away. Now,
she’s in college, but she hasn’t stopped watching him. He’s bad and the things she’s seen aren’t
content to stay in her head anymore. Because he's finally noticed her. But Michael Crist knows the
hold he has on Rika, how much she fears him. She looks down when he enters the room and stills
when he’s close. He knows she thinks only of him. When Michael’s brother leaves for the military,
leaving Rika alone and unprotected, he knows the opportunity is too good to be true. Three years
ago she put Michael’s friends in prison, and now they’re free. Every last one of her nightmares is
about to come true.
  wild nights analysis: The Bear and The Nightingale Katherine Arden, 2020-01-30
_____________________________ Beware the evil in the woods... In a village at the edge of the wilderness
of northern Russia, where the winds blow cold and the snow falls many months of the year, an
elderly servant tells stories of sorcery, folklore and the Winter King to the children of the family,
tales of old magic frowned upon by the church. But for the young, wild Vasya these are far more
than just stories. She alone can see the house spirits that guard her home, and sense the growing
forces of dark magic in the woods. . . Atmospheric and enchanting, with an engrossing adventure at
its core, The Bear and the Nightingale is perfect for readers of Naomi Novik's Uprooted, Erin
Morgenstern's The Night Circus, and Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials.
_____________________________ Now with over 100 5* reviews, readers are spellbound by this magical
story: 'This book stayed with me, I didn't want it to end' 'A beautifully written story' 'An entrancing
story, which swept me up from the very first chapter' 'Full of magic' _____________________________
Make sure you've read all the books in the acclaimed Winternight Trilogy 1. The Bear and the
Nightingale 2. The Girl in the Tower 3. The Winter of the Witch
  wild nights analysis: Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night Dylan Thomas, 2024-01-21
The poetry of Dylan Thomas has long been heralded as amongst the greatest of the Modern period,
and along with his play, Under Milk Wood, his books are amongst the best-loved works in the
literary canon. This new selection of his poetry contains all of his best-loved verse - including 'I See
the Boys of Summer', 'And Death Shall Have No Dominion', 'The Hand that Signed the Paper' and, of
course, 'Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night' - as well as some of his lesser-known lyrical pieces,
and aims to show the great poet in a new light. '[Then] the greatest living poet in the English
language.' (Observer) 'He is unique, for he distils an exquisite mysterious moving quality which
defies analysis.' (Sunday Times)
  wild nights analysis: One Dark Window Rachel Gillig, 2022-09-27 THE FANTASY BOOKTOK
SENSATION! For fans of Uprooted and For the Wolf comes a dark, lushly gothic fantasy about a
maiden who must unleash the monster within to save her kingdom—but the monster in her head
isn't the only threat lurking. Elspeth needs a monster. The monster might be her. Elspeth Spindle
needs more than luck to stay safe in the eerie, mist-locked kingdom she calls home—she needs a
monster. She calls him the Nightmare, an ancient, mercurial spirit trapped in her head. He protects



her. He keeps her secrets. But nothing comes for free, especially magic. When Elspeth meets a
mysterious highwayman on the forest road, her life takes a drastic turn. Thrust into a world of
shadow and deception, she joins a dangerous quest to cure the kingdom of the dark magic infecting
it. Except the highwayman just so happens to be the King’s own nephew, Captain of the
Destriers…and guilty of high treason. He and Elspeth have until Solstice to gather twelve Providence
Cards—the keys to the cure. But as the stakes heighten and their undeniable attraction intensifies,
Elspeth is forced to face her darkest secret yet: the Nightmare is slowly, darkly, taking over her
mind. And she might not be able to stop him.
  wild nights analysis: Grief Andrew Holleran, 2006-05-31 Reeling from the recent death of his
invalid mother, an exhausted, lonely professor comes to our nation's capital to escape his previous
life. What he finds there - in his handsome, solitary landlord; in the city's somber mood and
sepulchral architecture; and in the strange and impassioned letters and journals of Mary Todd
Lincoln - shows him unexpected truths about America and loss. As he seeks to engage with the living
world around him - a challenging student, the mother of a dead friend, even his landlord's neglected
dog - he comes to realize that his relationship to his grief is very different than he had thought. In
Grief, Holleran summons voices from the past that eerily echo and speak to our own troubled times.
It is a masterwork by one of America's singular voices, a writer who is beloved for his depth of
feeling, his humor, the elegance of his prose, and his unflinching honesty.--BOOK JACKET.
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