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William Hogarth: An Analysis of Beauty and its Discontents

Introduction:

Forget the pristine perfection of classical ideals. William Hogarth, the 18th-century master of social satire,
didn't just paint pretty pictures; he dissected beauty, revealing its complexities and contradictions. This in-
depth analysis dives into Hogarth's unique perspective on beauty, exploring his rejection of established
artistic norms, his insightful commentary on social class and morality, and the enduring relevance of his
work in understanding beauty's multifaceted nature. We'll uncover the core tenets of his aesthetic
philosophy, examine key works like The Analysis of Beauty, and explore how his unconventional
approach continues to resonate with contemporary audiences. Get ready to challenge your preconceived
notions of beauty and discover a revolutionary artist who dared to redefine it.

Hogarth's Rejection of Classical Ideals:1.

Hogarth famously clashed with the prevailing artistic aesthetic of his time – the neoclassical emphasis on
idealized forms and perfect symmetry. He argued against the rigid adherence to classical canons of beauty,
believing them to be artificial and ultimately lifeless. Instead, he championed a more dynamic and
naturalistic approach, celebrating the beauty found in the everyday, the flawed, and the expressive. His
rejection wasn't simply a matter of artistic preference; it was a philosophical statement about the limitations
of imposing artificial standards on the organic complexity of human experience. He found beauty in the
"line of beauty," a serpentine curve he believed reflected natural grace and movement, far removed from
the static perfection of classical sculpture.

The "Line of Beauty" and its Significance:1.

Central to Hogarth's aesthetic theory is the "line of beauty," a gently curving S-shaped line that he believed
constituted the essence of visual grace. This wasn't a rigid formula but a principle guiding his artistic
practice. He argued that this line, found abundantly in nature and the human form, evoked a sense of
fluidity, dynamism, and natural elegance. He contrasted it with the "line of grace," a more restrained,
serpentine curve, and the "line of beauty" which could be composed of several curves and convolutions. His
Analysis of Beauty meticulously charts and analyzes these lines, illustrating their prevalence in art and



nature, demonstrating his belief that aesthetic appreciation hinged on an understanding of these underlying
principles. The application of this concept can be seen across his works, lending them a unique vitality and
visual appeal.

Social Commentary and the Aesthetics of Morality:1.

Hogarth wasn't just concerned with formal aesthetics; his art was deeply embedded in social commentary.
His paintings and engravings, often series depicting moral narratives, critique societal hypocrisy, vanity,
and the corrupting influence of wealth. Beauty, for Hogarth, wasn't divorced from morality. He believed
beauty could be used to express both virtue and vice, using his artistic skills to expose the moral failings of
his era. In series like A Rake's Progress and Marriage à-la-Mode, he cleverly juxtaposes idealized beauty
with the ugliness of moral decay, highlighting the link between aesthetic judgment and ethical conduct.
This fusion of aesthetic and moral considerations sets Hogarth apart, making his work a powerful social
critique disguised as a celebration of beauty (or perhaps, a critique of the very concept).

The Role of Expression and Dynamism:1.

Hogarth's art is vibrant and alive. Unlike the stillness of classical sculpture, his figures are imbued with
movement, emotion, and expressive gestures. This emphasis on dynamism and emotional authenticity is a
defining characteristic of his style and a key element of his conception of beauty. The faces of his subjects
are not masks of idealized perfection but rather reflections of their inner states, revealing a range of human
emotions – from joy and exuberance to despair and moral degradation. This commitment to expressing
genuine human experience radically departs from the detached objectivity of neoclassical art, grounding his
art in a relatable and profoundly human vision of beauty.

The Enduring Relevance of Hogarth's Aesthetics:1.

Hogarth’s analysis of beauty, though rooted in the 18th century, continues to hold relevance for
contemporary art and aesthetics. His rejection of rigid artistic formulas and emphasis on naturalism,
dynamism, and emotional authenticity prefigures many modern artistic movements. The exploration of the
"line of beauty" while seeming dated in the context of present-day aesthetic theories, presents a unique,
historical context to analyzing visual appeal. His insightful social commentary remains strikingly relevant,
as we continue to grapple with issues of morality, social inequality, and the multifaceted nature of beauty
in contemporary society. His works serve as a timeless reminder that beauty is not a static ideal but a
dynamic concept, shaped by social context and deeply intertwined with human experience.



Book Outline: "Re-examining Hogarth: Beauty, Morality, and the Line of Beauty"

Introduction: An overview of Hogarth's life, artistic context, and the central themes of his work concerning
beauty.
Chapter 1: Hogarth and the Classical Tradition: Examining Hogarth's critique of neoclassical ideals and his
departure from established artistic conventions.
Chapter 2: The Line of Beauty Deconstructed: A detailed analysis of Hogarth's theory of the "line of
beauty," including its variations and application in his artworks.
Chapter 3: Moral Landscapes: Beauty and Vice in Hogarth's Paintings: Exploring the social and moral
dimensions of Hogarth's art, including A Rake's Progress and Marriage à-la-Mode.
Chapter 4: Expression and Dynamism: Capturing the Human Condition: Analyzing Hogarth's innovative
use of expression and movement to convey emotion and narrative.
Chapter 5: Hogarth's Legacy: Influence and Contemporary Relevance: Examining Hogarth's lasting impact
on art history and his continuing resonance in contemporary discussions of beauty and aesthetics.
Conclusion: Summarizing Hogarth's unique contribution to art and aesthetics, emphasizing the enduring
relevance of his unconventional approach to beauty.

Article Explaining Each Point of the Outline:

Each chapter would delve deeply into the specific themes outlined above. For instance, Chapter 1 would
extensively discuss the artistic context of Hogarth's time, the prevalent neoclassical style, and the specific
ways in which Hogarth’s work countered and challenged these conventions. Chapter 3 would conduct a
detailed formal analysis of specific paintings, exploring the symbolism, composition, and narrative strategies
employed by Hogarth to convey moral messages. Chapter 5 would explore Hogarth's influence on later
artists and movements, placing him within the broader history of art and demonstrating the ongoing
relevance of his ideas about beauty and social commentary.

FAQs:

What is the "line of beauty" in Hogarth's work? The "line of beauty" is a serpentine, S-shaped curve1.
that Hogarth believed was the essence of visual grace and natural elegance. He contrasted it with the
"line of grace" and utilized it as a crucial element in his artistic composition.

How did Hogarth's social commentary influence his artistic style? Hogarth used his art to critique1.
social hypocrisy and moral decay, weaving these critiques into his paintings and engravings. Beauty,
in his view, was intertwined with morality.



How does Hogarth's work differ from neoclassical art? Hogarth rejected the rigid formality and1.
idealized perfection of neoclassicism, preferring a more dynamic, naturalistic style that emphasized
human emotion and movement.

What is the significance of Hogarth's series paintings? Series like A Rake's Progress and Marriage à-1.
la-Mode tell complex narratives that expose social vices and moral failings, offering powerful social
commentary.

What makes Hogarth's art enduringly relevant today? His focus on human emotion, social critique,1.
and his rejection of rigid aesthetic norms resonate with contemporary audiences, ensuring his works
remain insightful and engaging.

How did Hogarth's understanding of beauty influence his artistic techniques? His understanding of1.
beauty led him to prioritize dynamic compositions, expressive figures, and the use of the "line of
beauty" to create a sense of movement and elegance.

What are some key themes explored in Hogarth's analysis of beauty? Key themes include the1.
rejection of classical ideals, the concept of the "line of beauty," social commentary, the importance of
expression and dynamism, and the interrelation between beauty and morality.

Did Hogarth have any formal training in art? While he had some early training as an engraver,1.
Hogarth was largely self-taught, developing his unique style and aesthetic principles independently.

What is the primary source of information on Hogarth's theory of beauty? His primary written work1.
on the subject is The Analysis of Beauty, a treatise that outlines his artistic theories and aesthetic
principles.



Related Articles:

Hogarth's "A Rake's Progress": A Moral Allegory: Explores the narrative and social commentary1.
within this iconic series.

The Line of Beauty: A Formal Analysis of Hogarth's Artistic Technique: Focuses on the technical2.
aspects of Hogarth's unique style.

Hogarth and the Rise of British Genre Painting: Places Hogarth within the broader context of 18th-3.
century British art.

Moralizing Art: Hogarth's Social Critique and its Impact: Analyzes the social and political implications4.
of Hogarth's work.

Comparing Hogarth and Neoclassical Aesthetics: A comparative study highlighting the differences5.
between Hogarth and his contemporaries.

The Influence of Hogarth on Later Artists: Traces the legacy of Hogarth's style and ideas throughout6.
art history.

Hogarth's Use of Caricature and Satire: Examines Hogarth's mastery of these techniques to achieve7.
social commentary.

The Reception of Hogarth's "Analysis of Beauty": Exploring the critical reception and impact of his8.
theoretical writings.

Hogarth's Portrayal of Women: A Feminist Perspective: Offers a modern feminist interpretation of9.
the female figures in Hogarth's work.

  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 2022-09-04
DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Analysis of Beauty (Written with a view
of fixing the fluctuating ideas of taste) by William Hogarth. DigiCat Publishing considers every
written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for
republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat
hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a classic of world
literature.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 2014-03 This is a
reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections such as



missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important,
and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing
commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of
the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 1772
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 1753
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 1772
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 1971
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1810
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth (including the 'Analysis of
Beauty, ') Elucidated by Descriptions, Critical, Moral, and Historical Thomas Clerk, 1821
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Analysis of beauty William Hogarth, 1900
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth, Including the Analysis of
Beauty and Five Days' Peregination William Hogarth, 1900
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William 1697-1764 Hogarth, T
(Thomas) Clerk, D B Pyet, 2023-07-18 For centuries, beauty has been a subject of fascination and
debate, and this groundbreaking work by William Hogarth offers a unique perspective on the topic.
Drawing on his own experience as an artist, Hogarth explores the nature of beauty and the factors
that influence our perceptions of it. This thought-provoking book is sure to challenge and enlighten
anyone interested in the arts. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in
the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely
copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty. Written with a View of Fixing the
Fluctuating Ideas of Taste. by William Hogarth WILLIAM. HOGARTH, 2018-04-19 The 18th century
was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expanding
record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to
preserve these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these
high-quality digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them
highly accessible to libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. The
eighteenth-century fascination with Greek and Roman antiquity followed the systematic excavation
of the ruins at Pompeii and Herculaneum in southern Italy; and after 1750 a neoclassical style
dominated all artistic fields. The titles here trace developments in mostly English-language works on
painting, sculpture, architecture, music, theater, and other disciplines. Instructional works on
musical instruments, catalogs of art objects, comic operas, and more are also included. ++++ The
below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title.
This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British
Library T002690 With a final leaf containing Figures referr'd to in the book.. London: printed by J.
Reeves for the author, and sold by him at his house in Leicester-Fields, 1753. xxii, [2],153, [5]p., II
plates; 4°
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, Thomas
Clerk, 1812
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1900
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth, Including
The'Analysis of Beauty,'elucidated by Descriptions, Critical, Moral, and Historical ... to



which is Prefixed Some Account of His Life. By Thomas Clerk. [Edited by T. H. Horne?]
William Hogarth, 1810
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Analysis of Beauty William Hogarth, 2019-08-14
This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans
of the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author
intended. Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain
imperfections within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for
future generations to enjoy!
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth, Including the "Analysis of
Beauty", Elucidated by Descriptions, Critical, Moral and Historical Founded on the Most Approved
Authorities William Hogarth, Thomas Clark, 1810
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth, Including the Analysis of
Beauty William 1697-1764 Hogarth, William 1697-1764 Analysis Hogarth, 2023-07-18 This beautiful
edition brings together the most notable works of William Hogarth, one of the fathers of English
visual satire. Masterpieces like 'The Rake's Progress' and 'Marriage A-la-Mode' are presented
alongside Hogarth's lesser-known but equally powerful works. Featuring expert analysis and
commentary, this book is a must-have for art lovers and scholars alike. This work has been selected
by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we
know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Line of Beauty Alan Hollinghurst, 2008-12-17 Winner
of the Man Booker Prize Named a Best Book of the Century by The New York Times Book Review
International Bestseller From acclaimed author Alan Hollinghurst, a sweeping novel about class, sex,
and money during four extraordinary years of change and tragedy. In the summer of 1983,
twenty-year-old Nick Guest moves into an attic room in the Notting Hill home of the Feddens:
conservative Member of Parliament Gerald, his wealthy wife Rachel, and their two children,
Toby-whom Nick had idolized at Oxford-and Catherine, who is highly critical of her family's
assumptions and ambitions. As the boom years of the eighties unfold, Nick, an innocent in the world
of politics and money, finds his life altered by the rising fortunes of this glamorous family. His two
vividly contrasting love affairs, one with a young black man who works as a clerk and one with a
Lebanese millionaire, dramatize the dangers and rewards of his own private pursuit of beauty, a
pursuit as compelling to Nick as the desire for power and riches among his friends. Richly textured,
emotionally charged, disarmingly comic, this is a major work by one of our finest writers.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth: (Including the 'Analysis of
Beauty, ') Elucidated by Descriptions, Critical, Moral, and Historical; (Founded on the Mo William
Hogarth, Thomas Clerk, 2017-08-20
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1900
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1900
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1837
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: William Hogarth Elizabeth Einberg, 2016 William
Hogarth (1697-1764) was among the first British-born artists to rise to international recognition and
acclaim and to this day he is considered one of the country's most celebrated and innovative
masters. His output encompassed engravings, paintings, prints, and editorial cartoons that presaged
western sequential art. This comprehensive catalogue of his paintings brings together over twenty
years of scholarly research and expertise on the artist, and serves to highlight the remarkable
diversity of his accomplishments in this medium. Portraits, history paintings, theater pictures, and
genre pieces are lavishly reproduced alongside detailed entries on each painting, including much



previously unpublished material relating to his oeuvre. This deeply informed publication affirms
Hogarth's legacy and testifies to the artist's enduring reputation. Published for the Paul Mellon
Centre for Studies in British Art
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Propaganda and Hogarth's Line of Beauty in the
First World War Georgina Williams, 2016-06-28 Propaganda and Hogarth’s ‘Line of Beauty’ in the
First World War assesses the literal and metaphoric connotations of movement in William Hogarth’s
eighteenth-century theory of a ‘line of beauty’, and subsequently employs it as a mechanism by
which the visual propaganda of this era can be innovatively explored. Hogarth’s belief that this line
epitomises not only movement, but movement at its most beautiful, creates conditions of possibility
whereby the construct can be elevated from traditional analyses and consequently utilised to
examine movement in artworks from both literal and metaphorical perspectives. Propagandist
promotion of an alternate reality as a challenge to a current ‘real’ lends itself to these dual
viewpoints; the early years of the twentieth century saw growth in the advertising of conflict via the
pictorial poster, instigating intentionally or otherwise an aesthetic response from soldier-artists
embroiled on the battlefields. The ‘line of beauty’ therefore serves as a productive mechanism by
which this era of propaganda art can be appraised.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works Of William Hogarth William Hogarth, John
Nichols, George Steevens, 2022-10-27 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works Of William Hogarth William Hogarth, John
Nichols, George Steevens, 2019-04-03 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: WILLIAM HOGARTH - A FREEMASON'S HARLOT.
JEREMY. BELL, 2017
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Engravings by Hogarth William Hogarth, Sean
Shesgreen, 1973-06-01 A Harlot's Progress, A Rake's Progress, Before and After, and Marriage a la
Mode are among the prints presented with descriptive notes and an introductory discussion of
Hogarth's style
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Anecdotes of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1833
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth, Including the
"analysis of Beauty" William Hogarth, 1837
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth, Including The'Analysis of
Beauty', Elucidated by Descriptions, Critical, Moral, and Historical ... By Thomas Clerk. [Edited by T.
H. Horne?] William Hogarth, 1812
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth William Hogarth, 1837



  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Hogarth, Place and Progress William Hogarth,
2019-10 A highly illustrated journey through Hogarth's series paintings and engravings, from the
blockbuster 'Rake's Progress and Marriage a la Mode' to the enigmatic and lesser known Happy
Marriage this book offers a close analysis of place and setting in Hogarth's works' in order to revisit
the artist's complex stance on morality, society, and the city, and the enduring appeal of his satires
in the present.0William Hogarth (1697-1764) remains one of Britain's best loved painters. His most
renowned works, the series relating to moral subjects, are rarely displayed together, and will be
united at the Soane Museum for the first time in its history.0The book also focusses tightly on
Hogarth's series; The Soane Museum's own Rake's Progress and An Election, as well as Marriage a
la Mode, the Four Times of Day, as well as the three surviving paintings of The Happy Marriage
engraved series such as Stages of Cruelty, Industry and Idleness and Gin Lane and Beer Street. It is
edited by David Bindman, a world authority on Hogarth and comprises four essays by leading
academics, along with Bindman's own introduction to each of the series according to the themes of
place and progress.00Exhibition: Sir John Soane's Museum, London, UK (09.10.2019-05.01.2020).
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Works of William Hogarth (Including the 'Analysis of
Beauty, ') Elucidated by Descriptions, Critical, Moral, and Historical Thomas Clerk, 2016-04-26 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Hogarth Jenny Uglow, 2002 Traces the career of the
English artist and satirist, and depicts life in eighteenth-century England
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The First Georgians Royal Collection (Great Britain),
2014 This comprehensive catalogue considers the artistic patronage of the first Hanoverian
monarchs, as well as the works acquired by Queen Caroline and Frederick, Prince of Wales, many of
which have never been seen publically or catalogued fully before. It includes works produced in
Britain, France and Germany during their reigns and explores all aspects of life, science, politics and
art during this 'revolutionary' period.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Hogarth's Blacks David Dabydeen, 1987
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: The Secret Power of Beauty John Armstrong, 2004 'The
love of beauty involves a yearning which is not - and perhaps cannot be - fulfilled. For at the core of
beauty is a conception of how we would like life to be and yet we know that life cannot be that way.'
The notion of beauty is elusive- we love the things we find beautiful, and yet we are inarticulate
when we try to communicate this love or describe its essence. There are people, works of art and
places that are universally regarded as beautiful; but we also recognize the personal, individual
character of our feel for beauty. In this lucid and lyrical exploration John Armstrong aims to deepen
our response to beauty. And, he suggests, our capacity to discover and create beauty in everyday life
is intimately connected to the pursuit of happiness.
  william hogarth analysis of beauty: Byzantine Intersectionality Roland Betancourt,
2020-10-06 Intersectionality, a term coined in 1989, is rapidly increasing in importance within the
academy, as well as in broader civic conversations. It describes the study of overlapping or
intersecting social identities such as race, gender, ethnicity, nationality, and sexual orientation
alongside related systems of oppression, domination, and discrimination. Together, these



frameworks are used to understand how systematic injustice or social inequality occurs. In this book,
Roland Betancourt examines the presence of marginalized identities and intersectionality in the
medieval era. He reveals the fascinating, little-examined conversations in medieval thought and
visual culture around matters of sexual and reproductive consent, bullying, non-monogamous
marriages, homosocial and homoerotic relationships, trans and non-binary gender identifications,
representations of disability, and the oppression of minorities. In contrast to contemporary
expectations of the medieval world, this book looks at these problems from the Byzantine Empire
and its neighbors in the eastern mediterranean through sources ranging from late antiquity and
early Christianity up to the early modern period. In each of five chapters, Betancourt provides short,
carefully scaled narratives used to illuminate nuanced and surprising takes on now-familiar subjects
by medieval thinkers and artists. For example, Betancourt examines depictions of sexual consent in
images of the Virgin; the origins of sexual shaming and bullying in the story of Empress Theodora;
early beginnings of trans history as told in the lives of saints who lived portions of their lives within
different genders; and the ways in which medieval authors understood and depicted disabilities.
Deeply researched, this is a groundbreaking new look at medieval culture for a new generation of
scholars--
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