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This ebook provides comprehensive answers and explanations to the exercises found in the 8th
edition of the popular tonal harmony workbook. Understanding tonal harmony is crucial for any
aspiring musician or composer, providing the foundational knowledge necessary to write, analyze,
and appreciate music effectively. This answer key serves as an invaluable tool for students to check
their work, identify areas needing improvement, and deepen their understanding of key harmonic
concepts. Whether used for self-study or as a supplement to classroom instruction, this resource
enhances learning and fosters a more confident grasp of tonal harmony principles. Its relevance
extends beyond academic settings, equipping musicians with the practical skills needed for
composing, arranging, and improvising in various musical genres.
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Introduction: The Importance of Tonal Harmony & Using this Guide

Understanding tonal harmony is fundamental to musical literacy. Tonal harmony, at its core, is the
system of organizing pitches and chords to create a sense of coherence and progression within a
musical piece. It dictates how chords relate to one another, creating tension and release,
expectation and fulfillment. This understanding allows for the creation of compelling melodies, rich
harmonies, and satisfying musical structures. This guide, corresponding to the 8th edition of a



popular tonal harmony workbook, aims to provide comprehensive solutions and explanations to the
exercises within, reinforcing your understanding of these crucial concepts. It’s designed to be used
as a learning tool, not a shortcut. Compare your answers, analyze the provided explanations, and
ensure you understand the underlying principles. Active engagement will significantly enhance your
learning.

Chapter 1: Fundamentals of Harmony – Intervals, Chords, and Scales

This chapter lays the groundwork for understanding tonal harmony by introducing fundamental
concepts such as intervals (the distance between two pitches), chords (combinations of three or
more notes), and scales (ordered sets of pitches). We'll explore different types of intervals (major,
minor, perfect, augmented, diminished), their characteristics and how they are used to build chords.
A thorough understanding of major, minor, and chromatic scales is crucial for analyzing and
composing in tonal music. We’ll examine the construction of triads (three-note chords) and seventh
chords (four-note chords), and explore their various inversions. The exercises in this section aim to
solidify your understanding of interval recognition, chord construction, and scale identification.

Chapter 2: Diatonic Harmony – Triads, Seventh Chords, and Inversions

Diatonic harmony focuses on chords derived from the notes of a specific major or minor scale. This
chapter delves deeper into the characteristics and functions of triads and seventh chords within the
diatonic context. We will examine the different qualities of seventh chords (major, minor, dominant,
half-diminished, diminished) and their roles in creating harmonic movement. Understanding
inversions—different ways to voice a chord—is crucial for achieving effective voicing and harmonic
texture. The exercises in this section will challenge you to analyze chord progressions, identify chord
functions, and construct various diatonic chords in different inversions.

Chapter 3: Chromatic Harmony – Altered Chords and Extensions

Chromatic harmony introduces notes from outside the diatonic scale, adding color and complexity to
harmonic progressions. This chapter examines the use of altered chords (chords with notes altered
from their diatonic counterparts) and extensions (adding notes beyond the seventh to create richer,
more complex harmonies). We'll explore the effect of chromaticism on harmonic function and
analyze how it can create tension and resolution. Exercises will focus on identifying altered chords
and extensions, analyzing their function within a progression, and composing short melodic and
harmonic passages using chromatic harmony.

Chapter 4: Non-Diatonic Harmony – Borrowed Chords and Modal Interchange

This chapter expands our harmonic vocabulary by exploring non-diatonic harmony, which involves
borrowing chords from parallel keys or modes. We'll examine the concept of borrowed chords,
analyzing how they can add color and surprise to a harmonic progression. Modal
interchange—borrowing chords from parallel modes—offers another avenue for expanding harmonic
possibilities. The exercises will challenge you to identify borrowed chords and modal exchanges,
analyzing their function and effect within specific musical contexts.

Chapter 5: Cadences and Harmonic Progressions



Cadences are the concluding points of harmonic progressions, providing a sense of closure or
continuation. This chapter delves into various types of cadences (authentic, deceptive, plagal) and
their characteristic harmonic progressions. We'll explore different harmonic progression patterns
commonly used in tonal music, examining their function and emotional impact. Exercises will require
you to analyze cadences, identify their type, and construct your own harmonic progressions,
incorporating different cadence types.

Chapter 6: Analysis of Musical Examples

This chapter involves analyzing excerpts from various musical works to illustrate the practical
application of the concepts learned throughout the book. We'll dissect different musical passages,
identifying the harmonic structure, function of chords, and overall harmonic progression. This
hands-on approach enhances understanding by applying theory to real-world musical examples.

Chapter 7: Compositional Applications of Harmony

The final chapter focuses on applying your theoretical knowledge to composition. You’ll be
challenged to create your own short musical pieces, incorporating the various harmonic techniques
and principles discussed throughout the book. This section promotes creative application of
harmonic knowledge, bridging theory and practice.

Conclusion: Further Exploration and Practice

Mastering tonal harmony requires consistent practice and exploration. This guide serves as a
stepping stone; further exploration of advanced harmonic techniques, analysis of diverse musical
styles, and continued composition will deepen your understanding and skill.

FAQs

What edition of the tonal harmony workbook does this answer key cover? The 8th edition.1.

Is this answer key suitable for self-study? Yes, it's designed for both self-study and classroom2.
use.

Does the answer key provide explanations in addition to just answers? Yes, detailed3.
explanations accompany each answer.

What level of musical knowledge is assumed? A basic understanding of musical notation and4.
elementary music theory is helpful.

Can this be used with other tonal harmony textbooks? No, it's specifically tailored to the 8th5.
edition of the referenced workbook.

Is this a digital download? Yes, this is an ebook in digital format.6.

Are there any exercises included in the answer key? No, it only contains the answers and7.



explanations to the exercises in the original workbook.

What musical styles are covered? The principles covered apply to a broad range of tonal8.
musical styles.

What if I don't understand an explanation? Contact the author or seek assistance from a music9.
theory instructor.
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