analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros

An Analysis of "Eleven" by Sandra Cisneros:
Unpacking the Weight of a Birthday

Turning eleven isn't just a number; it's a seismic shift in perspective, a
jarring transition from carefree childhood to the burgeoning awareness of
self and the judgments of others. Sandra Cisneros's poignant short story,
"Eleven," masterfully captures this pivotal moment, exploring themes of
identity, memory, and the suffocating weight of societal expectations placed
upon young girls. This in-depth analysis delves into the nuances of
Cisneros's prose, examining the symbolism, character development, and
thematic resonance of this powerful coming-of-age tale. We'll dissect the
story's narrative structure, explore the impact of its imagery and language,
and ultimately illuminate the enduring power of "Eleven" to resonate with
readers of all ages. Prepare to embark on a journey into the complex
emotional landscape of a young girl confronting the realities of growing up.

I. The Crushing Weight of Accumulated Years:
Rachel's Identity Crisis

Cisneros skillfully establishes Rachel's emotional vulnerability from the
very first sentence: "What I remember most is being eleven." This immediate
declaration sets the stage for a story centered on the overwhelming burden of
accumulated experiences, not merely the chronological age of eleven. Rachel
isn't simply celebrating a birthday; she's grappling with the weight of her
entire past, a past that feels heavier than the sweater she's forced to wear.
The red sweater, a symbol of unwanted imposition and a painful reminder of
past mistakes, becomes a potent metaphor for the accumulated baggage she
carries. This imposed identity — a symbol of past actions misconstrued,
leading to a current sense of humiliation — profoundly shapes her self-
perception. The sweater represents the unfair judgment she faces, a judgment
that transcends the single garment and extends to her entire sense of self.

II. The Power of Memory and its Distortion:
Reclaiming Agency

The narrative structure of "Eleven" is intricately woven with flashbacks,
seamlessly blending present experience with past memories. These memories,
triggered by seemingly insignificant events like the red sweater, overwhelm
Rachel, blurring the lines between reality and subjective experience. This
blurring highlights the subjective nature of memory and its potential to
distort our perception of the self. Rachel's recollection of past events is
not merely descriptive; it reveals her evolving sense of self and her



developing understanding of the injustices she faces. She remembers the
humiliation of being wrongly accused, emphasizing the power of adult
perception to shape a child's sense of self-worth. By interweaving past and
present, Cisneros underscores how the past continues to shape and haunt the
present, impacting Rachel's self-perception and agency in the moment.

III. Symbolism and Imagery: Unveiling the Deeper
Meanings

Cisneros employs powerful symbolism and vivid imagery to enhance the
emotional impact of the story. The red sweater, as discussed, is a central
symbol representing the weight of past mistakes and the imposition of
external judgments. The number eleven itself holds symbolic weight,
representing a threshold, a transition point between childhood innocence and
the burgeoning complexities of adolescence. The classroom setting functions
as a microcosm of society, a space where power dynamics are played out and
where Rachel's vulnerability is cruelly exposed. The use of sensory details —
the feel of the wool against her skin, the sharp sting of injustice —
immerses the reader in Rachel's emotional experience, making the story deeply
personal and relatable. The imagery evokes powerful emotions and connects
directly with the readers' own memories of childhood vulnerability and
injustice.

IV. The Social and Emotional Landscape of Childhood:
Navigating Power Dynamics

"Eleven" offers a poignant commentary on the power dynamics inherent in
childhood interactions. Rachel’s interactions with her teacher, Mrs. Price,
reveal the asymmetrical nature of power between adults and children. Mrs.
Price's insensitive actions, despite her outward attempt at empathy,
highlight the often-unintentional ways in which adults can inflict emotional
harm on children. The teacher’s dismissal of Rachel’s feelings further
emphasizes the lack of power Rachel experiences. The story powerfully
portrays the silencing of a child's voice and the feeling of being completely
misunderstood and devalued. This dynamic is further explored in Rachel's
relationships with her classmates, where the subtle cruelties of peer
pressure and social exclusion become apparent.

V. The Enduring Power of "Eleven": A Lasting Impact

The concluding lines of "Eleven" leave a lasting impression, leaving the
reader with a profound sense of empathy for Rachel's plight. The story's
emotional resonance stems from its honesty and unflinching portrayal of
childhood vulnerability. While the story focuses on a specific moment in
time, its themes of identity, memory, and the lasting impact of societal
pressures have a timeless quality. "Eleven" continues to resonate with
readers because it explores universal themes of childhood experience,



allowing readers to connect with their own memories of vulnerability and
self-discovery. It's a story that lingers long after the final sentence,
prompting reflection on the complexities of growing up and the importance of
empathy and understanding.

Story Outline: "Eleven" by Sandra Cisneros

I. Introduction:

Setting the scene: Rachel's eleventh birthday in a classroom.
Immediate establishment of the central conflict: the red sweater.
Introduction of the main characters: Rachel, Mrs. Price, classmates.

II. Main Chapters:

Flashback sequence: Recounting past experiences related to the sweater.
Present-day events: The humiliation and injustice Rachel faces in the
classroom.

Exploration of Rachel's emotions: feelings of shame, anger, and isolation.
The climax: Rachel's desperate attempt to reclaim her identity.

ITI. Conclusion:

Rachel's acceptance of her situation and the enduring weight of her memories.
The lasting impact of the experience on her self-perception.

Lingering sense of injustice and the need for empathy.

Detailed Explanation of the Outline Points:

I. Introduction: The introduction immediately plunges the reader into the
heart of Rachel's emotional turmoil on her eleventh birthday. The setting is
clearly established, and the central conflict—the forced wearing of the red
sweater—is immediately presented. This sets the stage for the exploration of
themes of identity, memory, and social pressure.

IT. Main Chapters: The flashbacks effectively move between the present and
the past, revealing layers of Rachel's experience. Each chapter deepens the
reader’s understanding of the reasons behind her emotional distress. The
climax sees Rachel attempting to disassociate herself from the sweater,
trying to assert her own agency against the imposed identity.

III. Conclusion: The conclusion is not one of resolution but rather of
acceptance. Rachel recognizes the weight of her past experiences, yet the
story's ending leaves a lingering sense of injustice. This emphasizes the
long-term impact of the events and the need for greater sensitivity and
understanding in how we treat children.

FAQs:



. What is the central theme of "Eleven"? The central theme is the

exploration of identity and the crushing weight of accumulated
experiences and societal expectations on a young girl.

. What is the significance of the red sweater? The red sweater symbolizes
the imposed identity and the unfair judgments that Rachel faces,
representing the burden of past mistakes.

. How does the narrative structure enhance the story? The use of
flashbacks allows the reader to understand the depth of Rachel's
emotional distress and the lasting impact of past events.

. What are the key symbols in "Eleven"? The red sweater, the number
eleven, and the classroom setting all carry significant symbolic weight.

. How does Cisneros use language to create emotional impact? Cisneros's
evocative use of sensory details and simple yet powerful language
immerses the reader in Rachel's emotional experience.

. What is the significance of the classroom setting? The classroom acts as
a microcosm of society, highlighting the power dynamics and social
pressures faced by children.

. How does the story portray the relationship between adults and children?
The story reveals the power imbalance and the potential for
unintentional harm inflicted by adults on children.

. What is the overall tone of "Eleven"? The tone is poignant, melancholic,
and ultimately, deeply empathetic.



1. Why does "Eleven" continue to resonate with readers? The story's
universal themes of childhood vulnerability and the complexities of
growing up make it relatable to readers of all ages.

Related Articles:

1. Sandra Cisneros's Literary Style: A Deep Dive: Examines Cisneros's
unique writing techniques and their impact on her storytelling.

1. Coming-of-Age Themes in Chicana Literature: Explores the common threads
in stories about young Chicana women finding their identity.

1. Symbolism in Sandra Cisneros's Work: An in-depth analysis of recurring
symbols and motifs in Cisneros's writings.

1. The Power of Memory in "Eleven": A Psychoanalytic Approach: Explores the
psychological aspects of memory and its impact on Rachel's character.

1. Feminist Interpretations of "Eleven": Examines the story through a
feminist lens, highlighting themes of gender inequality and social
pressures.

1. Comparing "Eleven" to Other Coming-of-Age Stories: A comparative
analysis of "Eleven" with similar stories about childhood experiences.

1. The Role of Setting in "Eleven": Focuses on how the classroom setting
contributes to the overall meaning of the story.

1. Character Development in "Eleven": A detailed study of Rachel's



character arc and her emotional journey.

1. Teaching "Eleven" in the Classroom: Activities and Discussion Prompts:
Offers ideas for educators on teaching this powerful short story.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Eleven Tom Rogers, 2014-01-06 Alex Douglas always

wanted to be a hero. But nothing heroic ever happened to Alex. Nothing, that is, until his eleventh
birthday [which fell on September 11, 2001]. Then everything changed--P. [4] of cover.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Woman Hollering Creek Sandra Cisneros,
2013-04-30 A collection of stories by Sandra Cisneros, the celebrated bestselling author of The
House on Mango Street and the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature. The lovingly drawn characters of these stories give voice to the vibrant and
varied life on both sides of the Mexican border with tales of pure discovery, filled with moments of
infinite and intimate wisdom.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros,
2013-04-30 NATIONAL BESTSELLER e« A coming-of-age classic about a young girl growing up in
Chicago * Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught in schools and universities
alike, and translated around the world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. “Cisneros draws on her rich [Latino] heritage...and seduces
with precise, spare prose, creat[ing] unforgettable characters we want to lift off the page. She is not
only a gifted writer, but an absolutely essential one.” —The New York Times Book Review The House
on Mango Street is one of the most cherished novels of the last fifty years. Readers from all walks of
life have fallen for the voice of Esperanza Cordero, growing up in Chicago and inventing for herself
who and what she will become. “In English my name means hope,” she says. “In Spanish it means
too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. Told in a series of vignettes—sometimes
heartbreaking, sometimes joyous—Cisneros’s masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and
self-discovery and one of the greatest neighborhood novels of all time. Like Sinclair Lewis’s Main
Street or Toni Morrison’s Sula, it makes a world through people and their voices, and it does so in
language that is poetic and direct. This gorgeous coming-of-age novel is a celebration of the power
of telling one’s story and of being proud of where you're from.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: A Study Guide for Sandra Cisneros's "Eleven"
Gale, Cengage Learning,

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: My Wicked Wicked Ways Sandra Cisneros,
2015-04-28 In this beautiful collection of poems, remarkable for their plainspoken radiance, the
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature embraces her first passion-verse. With lines both comic and
sad, Sandra Cisneros deftly-and dazzlingly-explores the human experience. For those familiar with
Cisneros only from her acclaimed fiction, My Wicked Wicked Ways presents her in an entirely new
light. And for readers everywhere, here is a showcase of one of our most powerful writers at her
lyrical best. “Here the young voice of Esperanza of The House on Mango Street merges with that of
the grown woman/poet. My Wicked Wicked Ways is a kind of international graffiti, where the
poet—Dbold and insistent—puts her mark on those traveled places on the map and in the heart.”
—Cherrie Moraga

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Pedagogical Stylistics Michael Burke, Szilvia Csabi,
Lara Week, Judit Zerkowitz, 2012-03-29 This book offers a global exploration of current theory and



practice in the teaching of stylistics and the implementation of stylistic techniques in teaching other
subjects. Pedagogical stylistics is a field that looks at employing stylistic analysis in teaching, with
the aim of enabling students to better understand literature, language and also improving their
language acquisition. It is also concerned with the best practice in teaching stylistics. The book
discusses a broad range of interrelated topics including hypertext, English as a Foreign Language,
English as a Second Language, poetry, creative writing, and metaphor. Leading experts offer
focused, empirical studies on specific developments, providing in-depth examinations of both
theoretical and practical teaching methods. This interdisciplinary approach covers linguistics and
literature from the perspective of current pedagogical methodology, moving from general tertiary
education to more specific EFL and ESL teaching. The role of stylistics in language acquisition is
currently underexplored. This contemporary collection provides academics and practitioners with
the most up to date trends in pedagogical stylistics and delivers analyses of a diverse range of
teaching methods.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: A Study Guide for Sandra Cisneros's "Eleven" Cengage
Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Sandra Cisneros's Eleven, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research
needs.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Caramelo Sandra Cisneros, 2013-04-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER -« Every year, Ceyala “Lala” Reyes' family—aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, and Lala's
six older brothers—packs up three cars and, in a wild ride, drive from Chicago to the Little
Grandfather and Awful Grandmother's house in Mexico City for the summer. From the celebrated
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. Struggling to find a voice above the boom of her brothers
and to understand her place on this side of the border and that, Lala is a shrewd observer of family
life. But when she starts telling the Awful Grandmother's life story, seeking clues to how she got to
be so awful, grandmother accuses Lala of exaggerating. Soon, a multigenerational family narrative
turns into a whirlwind exploration of storytelling, lies, and life. Like the cherished rebozo, or shawl,
that has been passed down through generations of Reyes women, Caramelo is alive with the
vibrations of history, family, and love. From the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: The Story of the Late Mr. Elvesham H. G. Wells,
2022-12-13 Adapted into episode one of the TV mini-series, The Nightmare Worlds of H.G. Wells -
starring Ray Winstone and Michael Gambon - The Story of the Late Mr. Elvesham is a short story by
H.G. Wells. A young, poverty-stricken man called Edward Eden meets a strange older gentleman,
Egbert Elvesham, who declares that he would like Eden to be his sole heir. At the end of a meal
together, Elvesham pours a strange pink powder into their drinks and the following day, Edward
Eden wakes to find himself in Elvesham’s body in a ‘Freaky Friday’ body-swapping scenario. Eden is
destined for more than he signed up for in this fantasy, horror story. H.G. Wells (1866 - 1946) was a
prolific writer and the author of more than 50 novels. Additionally, he wrote more than 60 short
stories, alongside various scientific papers. Many of his most famous works have been adapted for
film and television, including ‘The Time Machine,” starring Guy Pearce, ‘War of the Worlds,’ starring
Tom Cruise, and ‘The Invisible Man,’ starring Elizabeth Moss. Because of his various works
exploring futuristic themes, Wells is regarded as one of the ‘Fathers of Science Fiction.’

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: The Girl with the Silver Eyes Willo Davis Roberts,
2017-10-03 “There’s something strange about that kid.” At least that’s what everyone says, but they
don’t know the truth. Perfect for fans of Stranger Things, this classic novel continues to enthrall.
Katie Welker is used to being alone. She would rather read a book than deal with other people.
Other people don’t have silver eyes. Other people can’t make things happen just by thinking about
them! But these special powers make Katie unusual, and it’s hard to make friends when you're




unusual. Katie knows that she’s different but she’s never done anything to hurt anyone so why is
everyone afraid of her? Maybe there are other kids out there who have the same silver eyes...and the
same talents...and maybe they’ll be willing to help her.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: A House of My Own Sandra Cisneros, 2015-10-06
Winner of the PEN Center USA Literary Award for Creative Nonfiction ¢ From the celebrated
bestselling author of The House on Mango Street: This memoir has the transcendent sweep of a full
life.” —Houston Chronicle From Chicago to Mexico, the places Sandra Cisneros has lived have
provided inspiration for her now-classic works of fiction and poetry. But a house of her own, a place
where she could truly take root, has eluded her. In this jigsaw autobiography, made up of essays and
images spanning three decades—and including never-before-published work—Cisneros has come
home at last. Written with her trademark lyricism, in these signature pieces the acclaimed author of
The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature shares her transformative memories and reveals her artistic and intellectual
influences. Poignant, honest, and deeply moving, A House of My Own is an exuberant celebration of
a life lived to the fullest, from one of our most beloved writers.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: How Far She Went Mary Hood, 2011-03-15 Mary
Hood's fictional world is a world where fear, anger, longing—sometimes worse—Ilie just below the
surface of a pleasant summer afternoon or a Sunday church service. In A Country Girl, for example,
she creates an idyllic valley where a barefoot girl sings melodies low and private as a lullaby and
where you could pick up one of the little early apples from the ground and eat it right then without
worrying about pesticide. But something changes this summer afternoon with the arrival at a family
reunion of fair and fiery Johnny Calhoun: everybody's kind and nobody's kin, forty in a year or so,
and wild in the way that made him worth the trouble he caused. The title story in the collection
begins with a visit to clean the graves in a country cemetery and ends with the terrifying pursuit of a
young girl and her grandmother by two bikers, one of whom had the invading sort of eyes the
woman had spent her lifetime bolting doors against. In the story Inexorable Process we see the
relentless desperation of Angelina, who hated many things, but Sundays most of all, and in
Solomon's Seal the ancient anger of the mountain woman who has crowded her husband out of her
life and her heart, until the plants she has tended in her rage fill the half-acre. The madder she got,
the greener everything grew.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Bad Girls Don't Die Katie Alender, 2010-06-22 A
page-turning, spine-chilling young adult murder mystery about surviving the ghosts around us.
Alexis thought she led a typically dysfunctional high school existence. Dysfunctional like her parents'
marriage. Or her doll-crazy twelve-year-old sister, Kasey. Or even like her own anti-social,
anti-cheerleader attitude. When a family fight results in some tearful sisterly bonding, Alexis realizes
that her life is creeping from dysfunction into danger. Kasey is acting stranger than ever: her blue
eyes go green, sometimes she uses old-fashioned language, and she even loses track of chunks of
time, claiming to know nothing about her strange behavior. Their old house is changing, too. Doors
open and close by themselves. Water boils on the unlit stove, and an unplugged air conditioner turns
the house cold enough to see their breath in. Alexis wants to think that it's all in her head, but soon,
what she liked to think of as silly parlor tricks are becoming life-threatening: to her, her family, and
to her budding relationship with the class president. Alexis knows she's the only person who can
stop Kasey—but what if that green-eyed girl isn't even Kasey anymore?

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents Julia Alvarez,
2010-01-12 From the international bestselling author of In the Time of the Butterflies and Afterlife,
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents is poignant...powerful... Beautifully captures the threshold
experience of the new immigrant, where the past is not yet a memory. (The New York Times Book
Review) Julia Alvarez’s new novel, The Cemetery of Untold Stories, is coming April 2, 2024.
Pre-order now! Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters as they
grow up in two cultures. The Garcia sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofia—and their family
must flee their home in the Dominican Republic after their father’s role in an attempt to overthrow



brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life far
removed from their existence in the Caribbean. In the wondrous but not always welcoming U.S.A.,
their parents try to hold on to their old ways as the girls try find new lives: by straightening their
hair and wearing American fashions, and by forgetting their Spanish. For them, it is at once
liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old world and the new. Here they tell their
stories about being at home—and not at home—in America. Alvarez helped blaze the trail for Latina
authors to break into the literary mainstream, with novels like In the Time of the Butterflies and
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents winning praise from critics and gracing best-seller lists
across the Americas.—Francisco Cantu, The New York Times Book Review A clear-eyed look at the
insecurity and yearning for a sense of belonging that are a part of the immigrant experience . . .
Movingly told. —The Washington Post Book World

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Voices in the Park Anthony Browne, 2018-08-09 Four
different voices tell their own versions of the same walk in the park. The radically different
perspectives give a fascinating depth to this simple story which explores many of the author's key
themes, such as alienation, friendship and the bizarre amid the mundane. Anthony Browne's
world-renowned artwork is full of expressive gorillas, vibrant colours and numerous nods to Magritte
and other artists, while being uniquely Browne's own style.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Soap and Water Anzia Yezierska, 2021-03-23 A student
is denied her diploma because of her unsightly appearance due to her grueling life going to school
and supporting herself in grinding poverty, making her rebel against the divisions of class. Anzia
Yezierska wrote about the struggles of female Jewish immigrants in New York's Lower East Side.
She confronted the cost of acculturation and assimilation among immigrants. Her stories provide
insight into the meaning of liberation for immigrants—particularly Jewish immigrant women.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie Jordan
Sonnenblick, 2010-01-01 A brave and beautiful story that will make readers laugh, and break their
hearts at the same time. Now with a special note from the author! Steven has a totally normal life
(well, almost).He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call him the Peasant), has a
crush on the hottest girl in school (who doesn't even know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by
his younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute - which is also pretty annoying). But when
Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's
illness, his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, girls, and
Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have to read the book to find out what that is!).

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Puro Amor Sandra Cisneros, 2018-10-09 Sandra
Cisneros has a fondness for animals and this little gem of a story makes that abundantly clear. “La
casa azul,” the cobalt blue residence of Mister and Missus Rivera, overflows with hairless dogs,
monkeys, a fawn, a “passionate” Guacamaya macaw, tarantulas, an iguana, and rescues that
resemble “ancient Olmec pottery.” Missus loves the rescues most “because their eyes were filled
with grief.” She takes lavish care of her husband too, a famous artist, though her neighbors insist he
has eyes for other women: “He’s spoiled.” “He’s a fat toad.” She cannot reject him. “...because love
is like that. No matter how much it bites, we enjoy and admire the scars.” Thus, the generous
creatures pawing her belly, sleeping on her pillow, and “kneeling outside her door like the adoring
Magi before the just-born Christ.” This beautiful chapbook is bi-lingual and contains several
illustrations—line drawings by Cisneros herself.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Silent Dancing Judith Ortiz Cofer, 1991-01-01 Silent
Dancing is a personal narrative made up of Judith Ortiz Cofer{s recollections of the
bilingual-bicultural childhood which forged her personality as a writer and artist. The daughter of a
Navy man, Ortiz Cofer was born in Puerto Rico and spent her childhood shuttling between the small
island of her birth and New Jersey. In fluid, clear, incisive prose, as well as in the poems she
includes to highlight the major themes, Ortiz Cofer has added an important chapter to
autobiography, Hispanic American Creativity and womenis literature. Silent Dancing has been
awarded the 1991 PEN/Martha Albrand Special Citation for Nonfiction and has been selected for



The New York Public Libraryls 1991 Best Books for the Teen Age.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: I Survived the San Francisco Earthquake, 1906 (I
Survived #5) Lauren Tarshis, 2012-03-01 The terrifying details of the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake jump off the page!Ten-year-old Leo loves being a newsboy in San Francisco -- not only
does he get to make some money to help his family, he's free to explore the amazing, hilly city as it
changes and grows with the new century. Horse-drawn carriages share the streets with shiny new
automobiles, new businesses and families move in every day from everywhere, and anything seems
possible.But early one spring morning, everything changes. Leo's world is shaken -- literally -- and he
finds himself stranded in the middle of San Francisco as it crumbles and burns to the ground. Does
Leo have what it takes to survive this devastating disaster?The I SURVIVED series continues with
another thrilling story of a boy caught in one of history's most terrifying disasters!

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: In His Steps Charles Monroe Sheldon, 1984-11 This
classic presents people seeking to change their community by pledging themselves to experiment for
a whole year with the question, 'What would Jesus do?'

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: A Place Where the Sea Remembers Sandra Benitez,
2013-04-01 Winner, Discover Great New Writers Award. Winner, Minnesota Book Award for Fiction.
Profound.... a quietly stunning work that leaves soft tracks in the heart.--The Washington Post
BookWorld Merits placement beside some of the mesmerizing new literature with its roots in Latin
America.--The New York Times Book Review

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance Alexandra Parma
Cook, Noble David Cook, 1991 Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance uncovers from history the
fascinating and strange story of Spanish explorer Francisco Noguerol de Ulloa. in 1556,
accompanied by his second wife, Francisco returned to his home in Spain after a profitable
twenty-year sojourn in the new world of Peru. However, unlike most other rich conquistadores who
returned to the land of their birth, Francisco was not allowed to settle into a life of leisure. Instead,
he was charged with bigamy and illegal shipment of silver, was arrested and imprisoned. Francisco's
first wife (thought long dead) had filed suit in Spain against her renegade husband. So begins the
labyrinthine legal tale and engrossing drama of an explorer and his two wives, skillfully
reconstructed through the expert and original archival research of Alexandra Parma Cook and Noble
David Cook. Drawing on the remarkable records from the trial, the narrative of Francisco's
adventures provides a window into daily life in sixteenth-century Spain, as well as the mentalité and
experience of conquest and settlement of the New World. Told from the point of view of the
conquerors, Francisco's story reveals not only the lives of the middle class and minor nobility but
also much about those at the lower rungs of the social order and relations between the sexes. In the
tradition of Carlo Ginzberg's The Cheese and the Worms and Natalie Zemon Davis' The Return of
Martin Guerre, Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance illuminates an historical period--the world of
sixteenth-century Spain and Peru--through the wonderful and unusual story of one man and his two
wives.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Exit West Mohsin Hamid, 2017-03-07 FINALIST FOR
THE BOOKER PRIZE & WINNER OF THE L.A. TIMES BOOK PRIZE FOR FICTION and THE ASPEN
WORDS LITERARY PRIZE “It was as if Hamid knew what was going to happen to America and the
world, and gave us a road map to our future... At once terrifying and ... oddly hopeful.” —Ayelet
Waldman, The New York Times Book Review “Moving, audacious, and indelibly human.”
—Entertainment Weekly, “A” rating The New York Times bestselling novel: an astonishingly
visionary love story that imagines the forces that drive ordinary people from their homes into the
uncertain embrace of new lands, from the author of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and the
forthcoming The Last White Man. In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young people
meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive
love affair, and are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy by the unrest roiling their city. When it
explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and bomb blasts, they begin to
hear whispers about doors—doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for a price. As



the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their
homeland and their old lives behind, they find a door and step through. . . . Exit West follows these
remarkable characters as they emerge into an alien and uncertain future, struggling to hold on to
each other, to their past, to the very sense of who they are. Profoundly intimate and powerfully
inventive, it tells an unforgettable story of love, loyalty, and courage that is both completely of our
time and for all time.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: What the Living Do Maggie Dwyer, 2018-09-27 Until
the age of twelve, Georgia Lee Kay-Stern believed she was Jewish — the story of her Cree birth
family had been kept secret. Now she’s living on her own and attending first year university, and
with her adoptive parents on sabbatical in Costa Rica, the old questions are back. What does it mean
to be Native? How could her life have been different? As Winnipeg is threatened by the flood of the
century, Georgia Lee’s brutal murder sparks a tense cultural clash. Two families wish to claim her
for burial. But Georgia Lee never figured out where she belonged, and now other people have to
decide for her.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Hairs/Pelitos Sandra Cisneros, 1997-11 A story in
English and Spanish from The House on Mango Street in which a child describes how each person in
the family has hair that looks and acts different--Papa's like a broom, Kiki's like fur, and Mama's with
the smell of warm bread.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma Camilla
Townsend, 2005-09-07 Camilla Townsend's stunning new book, Pocahontas and the Powhatan
Dilemma, differs from all previous biographies of Pocahontas in capturing how similar seventeenth
century Native Americans were--in the way they saw, understood, and struggled to control their
world---not only to the invading British but to ourselves. Neither naive nor innocent, Indians like
Pocahontas and her father, the powerful king Powhatan, confronted the vast might of the English
with sophistication, diplomacy, and violence. Indeed, Pocahontas's life is a testament to the subtle
intelligence that Native Americans, always aware of their material disadvantages, brought against
the military power of the colonizing English. Resistance, espionage, collaboration, deception:
Pocahontas's life is here shown as a road map to Native American strategies of defiance exercised in
the face of overwhelming odds and in the hope for a semblance of independence worth the name.
Townsend's Pocahontas emerges--as a young child on the banks of the Chesapeake, an influential
noblewoman visiting a struggling Jamestown, an English gentlewoman in London--for the first time
in three-dimensions; allowing us to see and sympathize with her people as never before.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Girls Like Us Rachel Lloyd, 2011-04-19 Powerfully
raw, deeply moving, and utterly authentic. Rachel Lloyd has turned a personal atrocity into triumph
and is nothing less than a true hero.... Never again will you look at young girls on the street as one
of 'those' women—you will only see little girls that are girls just like us. —Demi Moore, actress and
activist With the power and verity of First They Killed My Father and A Long Way Gone, Rachel
Lloyd’s riveting survivor story is the true tale of her hard-won escape from the commercial sex
industry and her bold founding of GEMS, New York City’s Girls Education and Mentoring Service, to
help countless other young girls escape the life. Lloyd’s unflinchingly honest memoir is a powerful
and unforgettable story of inhuman abuse, enduring hope, and the promise of redemption.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Finding Grace Alyssa Brugman, 2009-02-25 RACHEL
HAS JUST graduated from high school and thinks she knows everything. Well, maybe not quite
everything. Then she meets the mysterious Mr. Preston, who offers her a live-in job looking after
Grace—a brain injured woman with a lovely house, grasping sisters, feral neighbors, and a box full of
unfinished business. As Rachel tries to cope with the demands of her employment and the start of
college, she’s also determined to fit together the pieces that were Grace’s former life. The more she
finds out about the woman in her care, the more Rachel finds herself. Children’s Book Council of
Australia Awards’ Shortlist for YA

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: To be of Use Marge Piercy, 2004

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings Gabriel Garcia



Marquez, 2014 Strange, wondrous things happen in these two short stories, which are both the
perfect introduction to Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and a wonderful read for anyone who loves the
magic and marvels of his novels.After days of rain, a couple find an old man with huge wings in their
courtyard in 'A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings' - but is he an angel? Accompanying 'A Very Old
Man with Enormous Wings' is the short story 'The Sea of Lost Time', in which a seaside town is
brought back to life by a curious smell of roses.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Textual Power Robert E. Scholes, 1985-01-01 Robert
Scholes has written an enviable book on the uses and abuses of literary theory in the teaching of
literature. One of [his] most forceful points...is that 'literary theory' is not something a teacher may
either 'use' or not use, for teaching itself is an unavoidably theoretical activity.--Gerald Graff, Novel
Scholes' emphasis in Textual Power is indicated by the book's subtitle. After a provocative analysis
of disciplinary values and departmental tendencies...[he] proposes that ‘'we must stop teaching
literature and start studying texts'...His book is essential for college libraries.--R.C. Gebhardt, Choice
There is no issue more current, more relevant to the present scene, than the problem of pedagogy
and its relation to contemporary theory. Textual Power is an important, provocative, and above all
useful contribution to this discussion.--Gregory L. Ulmer Robert Scholes, author of Structuralism in
Literature and Semiotics and Interpretation among other books, is Alumni-Alumnae University
Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Brown University.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: The Man Who Killed the Deer Frank Waters,
2023-09-05 The story of Martiniano, The Man Who Killed the Deer, is a timeless story of Pueblo
Indian sin and redemption, and of the conflict between Indian and white laws; written with a
poetically charged beauty of style, a purity of conception, and a thorough understanding of Native
American values.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Raymond's Run Toni Cade Bambara, 2014 A story
about Squeaky, the fastest thing on two feet, and her brother Raymond.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: The Truth about Truman School Dori Hillestad
Butler, 2008-03-01 2012-2013 Iowa Teen Award Master List They just wanted to tell the truth. When
Zebby and Amr create the website thetruthabouttruman.com, they want it to be honest. They want it
to be about the real Truman Middle School, to say things that the school newspaper would never
say, and to give everyone a chance to say what they want to say, too. But given the chance, some
people will say anything—anything to hurt someone else. And when rumors about one popular
student escalate to cruel new levels, it's clear the truth about Truman School is more harrowing than
anyone ever imagined.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Don't Ask Me Where I'm From Jennifer De Leon,
2020-08-18 “A funny, perceptive, and much-needed book telling a much-needed story.” —Celeste Ng,
author of the New York Times bestseller Little Fires Everywhere First-generation American LatinX
Liliana Cruz does what it takes to fit in at her new nearly all-white school. But when family secrets
spill out and racism at school ramps up, she must decide what she believes in and take a stand.
Liliana Cruz is a hitting a wall—or rather, walls. There’s the wall her mom has put up ever since
Liliana’s dad left—again. There’s the wall that delineates Liliana’s diverse inner-city Boston
neighborhood from Westburg, the wealthy—and white—suburban high school she’s just been
accepted into. And there’s the wall Liliana creates within herself, because to survive at Westburg,
she can't just lighten up, she has to whiten up. So what if she changes her name? So what if she
changes the way she talks? So what if she’s seeing her neighborhood in a different way? But then
light is shed on some hard truths: It isn’t that her father doesn’t want to come home—he can’t...and
her whole family is in jeopardy. And when racial tensions at school reach a fever pitch, the walls that
divide feel insurmountable. But a wall isn’t always a barrier. It can be a foundation for something
better. And Liliana must choose: Use this foundation as a platform to speak her truth, or risk
crumbling under its weight.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Cut Cathy Glass, 2008 In her new book, the no.1
bestselling author of Damaged tells the story of the Dawn, a sweet and seemingly well-balanced girl



whose outward appearance masks a traumatic childhood of suffering at the hands of the very people
who should have cared for her.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Hills Like White Elephants Ernest Hemingway,
2023-01-01 A couple’s future hangs in the balance as they wait for a train in a Spanish café in this
short story by a Nobel and Pulitzer Prize-winning author. At a small café in rural Spain, a man and
woman have a conversation while they wait for their train to Madrid. The subtle, casual nature of
their talk masks a more complicated situation that could endanger the future of their relationship.
First published in the 1927 collection Men Without Women, “Hills Like White Elephants” exemplifies
Ernest Hemingway'’s style of spare, tight prose that continues to win readers over to this day.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Have You Seen Marie? Sandra Cisneros, 2012-10-02
The internationally acclaimed author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the PEN/Nabokov
Award for Achievement in International Literature gives us a deeply moving tale of loss, grief, and
healing: a lyrically told, richly illustrated fable for grown-ups about a woman'’s search for a cat who
goes missing in the wake of her mother’s death. The word “orphan” might not seem to apply to a
fifty-three-year-old woman. Yet this is exactly how Sandra feels as she finds herself motherless,
alone like “a glove left behind at the bus station.” What just might save her is her search for
someone else gone missing: Marie, the black-and-white cat of her friend, Roz, who ran off the day
they arrived from Tacoma. As Sandra and Roz scour the streets of San Antonio, posting flyers and
asking everywhere, “Have you seen Marie?” the pursuit of this one small creature takes on
unexpected urgency and meaning. With full-color illustrations that bring this transformative quest to
vivid life, Have You Seen Marie? showcases a beloved author’s storytelling magic, in a tale that
reminds us how love, even when it goes astray, does not stay lost forever.

analysis of eleven by sandra cisneros: Eleven Patricia Reilly Giff, 2008-12-24 Sam is almost
11 when he discovers a locked box in the attic above his grandfather Mack’s room, and a piece of
paper that says he was kidnapped. There are lots of other words, but Sam has always had trouble
reading. He’s desperate to find out who he is, and if his beloved Mack is really his grandfather. At
night he’s haunted by dreams of a big castle and a terrifying escape on a boat. Who can he trust to
help him read the documents that could unravel the mystery? Then he and the new girl, Caroline,
are paired up to work on a school project, building a castle in Mack’s woodworking shop. Caroline
loves to read, and she can help. But she’s moving soon, and the two must hurry to discover the truth
about Sam.
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