analysis of handmaid s tale

A Deep Dive into the Dystopian Depths: An
Analysis of The Handmaid's Tale

Introduction:

Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale isn't just a novel; it's a chillingly prescient
exploration of power, gender, and societal control. Since its publication, it has resonated
deeply with readers, sparking countless discussions and interpretations. This in-depth
analysis will delve into the novel's complex themes, exploring its allegorical nature, its
critique of patriarchal societies, and its enduring relevance in our contemporary world.
We'll examine Offred's narrative voice, the symbolic imagery woven throughout the text,
and the novel's lasting impact on feminist discourse. Prepare to embark on a journey into
Gilead, a dystopian theocracy that mirrors our own anxieties about reproductive rights,
religious extremism, and the fragility of freedom. This post offers a comprehensive
analysis, perfect for students, scholars, or anyone fascinated by this literary masterpiece.

I. Gilead's Construction: A Dystopian Society Built on Fear and Control

Gilead's meticulously crafted society rests on a foundation of fear and control. The
Commanders, the ruling class, maintain their power through meticulously enforced
religious dogma twisted to serve their patriarchal agenda. This isn't a natural evolution of
existing social structures; it's a deliberate and violent overthrow of the established order.
The dismantling of the previous system is crucial to understanding the totalitarian nature
of Gilead. Analyzing the methods used—propaganda, misinformation, and systematic
violence—reveals the insidious ways power can be seized and maintained. The arbitrary
arrests, forced disappearances, and the creation of the "Unwomen" class serve as stark
reminders of the dangers of unchecked authority and the erosion of basic human rights.
The novel's brilliance lies in its chilling plausibility; it doesn't present a fantastical future,
but rather a disturbingly realistic extrapolation of existing societal trends.

II. Offred's Voice: A Narrative of Resistance and Resilience

Offred, whose name itself signifies her reduced status as "Of Fred," is the novel's
compelling narrator. Her fragmented memories and carefully chosen words reflect the
oppressive environment in which she exists. The reader experiences Gilead through her
eyes, forcing us to confront the limitations and dangers of her existence. Her narrative
voice isn't passive; it's a testament to her strength and resilience. The subtle acts of
defiance - hiding forbidden items, remembering the past, and silently challenging the
system - reveal a constant, simmering resistance against the dehumanizing forces of
Gilead. Examining Offred’s internal struggles, her attempts to retain her identity, and her
desperate hope for connection and agency provides invaluable insight into the
psychological impact of oppression. Her story is not just a story of survival; it's a
testament to the human spirit's capacity for hope even in the face of seemingly
insurmountable odds.



III. Symbolism and Allegory: Unveiling the Deeper Meaning

Atwood masterfully employs symbolism and allegory throughout the novel. The red cloaks
of the Handmaids, the stark white bonnets, and the ritualized ceremonies all carry
significant weight. These symbols aren't merely decorative; they are powerful tools that
reinforce Gilead's oppressive ideology and expose the underlying anxieties of the
patriarchal system. The recurring motif of the eye, for instance, represents the constant
surveillance and lack of privacy. Similarly, the fertility rituals and the obsession with
reproduction highlight the deeply ingrained power dynamics surrounding women's bodies
and their reproductive capabilities. Understanding these symbols and their contextual
significance unlocks a deeper comprehension of the novel's central themes and allows for
a richer interpretation of the overall narrative. The allegorical nature of the text allows for
a multi-layered reading, connecting the fictional Gilead to historical and contemporary
examples of political and religious extremism.

IV. The Enduring Relevance of The Handmaid's Tale in the 21st Century

Despite being published in 1985, The Handmaid's Tale remains startlingly relevant today.
The novel serves as a powerful warning against the erosion of reproductive rights, the rise
of religious extremism, and the dangers of unchecked political power. Recent legislative
movements in various countries demonstrate the ongoing threat to women's autonomy and
bodily integrity. This isn't simply a historical artifact; it's a mirror reflecting the potential
consequences of societal trends that continue to unfold in our present day. By exploring
the novel's connection to current events and the continuing debate around reproductive
rights, environmental concerns, and political authoritarianism, we can understand its
enduring power and relevance in a world grappling with similar anxieties.

V. Conclusion: A Legacy of Resistance and Hope

The Handmaid's Tale isn't just a dystopian novel; it's a call to action. It’s a powerful
testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the importance of vigilance against
oppressive systems. Through Offred’s experiences, Atwood crafts a compelling narrative
that compels readers to confront the darkest aspects of human nature and the fragility of
freedoms we often take for granted. By exploring the themes of control, resistance, and
the enduring power of hope, the novel ensures its continued relevance and inspires a
critical engagement with the social and political landscapes of the 21st century. The
legacy of The Handmaid's Tale is not only one of literary excellence but one of continued
social and political activism.
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Name: Deconstructing Gilead: A Critical Analysis of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's
Tale

Outline:
Introduction: Brief overview of the novel and its lasting impact.

Chapter 1: The Creation of Gilead: Exploring the societal and political mechanisms leading
to Gilead's rise.



Chapter 2: Offred's Narrative and Resilience: Analyzing Offred's voice, her acts of
resistance, and her psychological journey.

Chapter 3: Symbolism and Allegory: Deconstructing the key symbols and their deeper
meanings.

Chapter 4: Contemporary Relevance: Connecting the novel to contemporary social and
political issues.

Conclusion: Summarizing the key arguments and emphasizing the novel's lasting impact.

(Detailed explanation of each chapter would follow here, expanding on the points outlined
in the main body of the blog post above.)

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of The Handmaid's Tale? The central theme is the
oppression of women under a totalitarian regime, highlighting the dangers of
religious extremism and unchecked political power.

1. What is the significance of Offred's name? Her name, "Of Fred," signifies her loss of
identity and her reduced status as property belonging to Commander Fred.

1. What are the major symbols in the novel? Key symbols include the red cloaks of the
Handmaids, the white bonnets, the eye (representing surveillance), and the fertility
rituals.

1. How is The Handmaid's Tale an allegory? It serves as an allegory for various
historical and contemporary instances of political and religious oppression,
particularly targeting women's rights.

1. Why is the novel still relevant today? Its themes of reproductive rights, religious
extremism, and totalitarian control remain pressing concerns in the 21st century.

1. What is the significance of the ending of The Handmaid's Tale? The ending is
ambiguous, leaving the reader to ponder the future and the possibilities of resistance
and hope.



1. What is the role of storytelling in The Handmaid's Tale? Storytelling acts as a form of
resistance, preserving memories and challenging the oppressive regime's attempts to
control information.

1. How does Atwood use setting to create atmosphere? The setting of Gilead, with its
stark imagery and oppressive atmosphere, significantly contributes to the novel's
overall tone and impact.

1. What are some of the criticisms of The Handmaid's Tale? Some criticisms include
concerns about the novel's portrayal of certain characters and the potential for
oversimplification of complex social issues.

Related Articles:
1. The Power of Female Solidarity in The Handmaid's Tale: Explores the relationships
between women in Gilead and their acts of defiance.

2. A Feminist Reading of The Handmaid's Tale: Analyses the novel through a feminist
lens, focusing on its critique of patriarchal structures.

3. The Historical Context of The Handmaid's Tale: Examines the historical events and
social movements that influenced Atwood's writing.

4. The Psychological Impact of Oppression in The Handmaid's Tale: Focuses on the
psychological effects of living under totalitarian rule.

5. The Use of Language and Control in The Handmaid's Tale: Analyzes how language is
manipulated and controlled in Gilead.

6. Comparing Gilead to Other Dystopian Societies: Compares Gilead to other fictional
dystopias, exploring common themes and differences.

7. The Role of Faith and Religion in The Handmaid's Tale: Explores how religion is
twisted and used to justify oppression.

8. The Handmaid's Tale and the Threat to Reproductive Rights: Examines the novel's
relevance to the ongoing debate surrounding reproductive rights.

9. The Enduring Legacy of The Handmaid's Tale: A Critical Assessment: Provides a
comprehensive overview of the novel's impact on literature and society.



analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2011-09-06 An instant
classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of feminist dystopian
fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. In this
multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian vision of
the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under the new social
order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding
jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time before” and
her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with Margaret
Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at
once a mordant satire and a dire warning.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Surfacing Margaret Atwood, 2012-03-27 From the author of the
New York Times bestselling novels The Handmaid’s Tale—now an Emmy Award-winning Hulu
original series—and Alias Grace, now a Netflix original series. Part detective novel, part
psychological thriller, Surfacing is the story of a talented woman artist who goes in search of her
missing father on a remote island in northern Quebec. Setting out with her lover and another young
couple, she soon finds herself captivated by the isolated setting, where a marriage begins to fall
apart, violence and death lurk just beneath the surface, and sex becomes a catalyst for conflict and
dangerous choices. Surfacing is a work permeated with an aura of suspense, complex with layered
meanings, and written in brilliant, diamond-sharp prose. Here is a rich mine of ideas from an
extraordinary writer about contemporary life and nature, families and marriage, and about women
fragmented...and becoming whole.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Occasional Prose Mary McCarthy, 2013-10-15 DIVDIVReading
and romance, gardening tips, a farewell to a friend, even an opera retold make up this stellar
collection from the bestselling author of The Group and Memories of a Catholic Girlhood/divDIV This
intriguing nonfiction collection by Mary McCarthy is a cornucopia of literary delights that challenges
the mind and captivates the senses./divDIV “On Rereading a Favorite Book” is McCarthy’s reaction
to returning to Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina after more than thirty years. In “Politics and the Novel,” she
shatters a myth about the American versus European style of storytelling. Acts of reading, when
consummated, are akin to “Acts of Love.” And “Saying Good-bye to Hannah” is a poignant farewell
to the author of The Human Condition and, in particular, The Life of the Mind, the book Hannah
Arendt saw as her crowning achievement./divDIV Whether giving us the story of La Traviata in her
own words or reviewing a charming and practical book on gardening, McCarthy imbues Occasional
Prose with her powerful sense of time and place. Uninhibited and uncensored, it filters the world
through her unique gifts of observation and novelist’s masterful eye for detail. This is a book for
anyone interested in the life of the mind—and heart. /divDIV This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate./div/div

analysis of handmaid s tale: Summary and Analysis of The Handmaid's Tale Worth Books,
2017-02-07 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Handmaid’s Tale tells you
what you need to know—before or after you read Margaret Atwood’s book. Crafted and edited with
care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a well-informed
reader. This short summary and analysis of The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood includes:
Historical context Part-by-part summaries Analysis of the main characters Themes and symbols
Important quotes Fascinating trivia Glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your
understanding of the original work About Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale: Margaret
Atwood’s dystopian literary masterpiece tells the story of Offred, a Handmaid living in the near
future in what was once the United States. A new theocratic regime called the Republic of Gilead
has come to power and changed life as she knew it. Once Offred had a her own name and a loving
family—a husband and daughter—both of which were taken from her; now she belongs to the




Commander and his hostile wife, and her only value lies in her ability to bear a child for them. She
used to read books and learn; now such things are forbidden to all women. Gripping, disturbing, and
so relevant today, The Handmaid’s Tale is a brilliant novel and a chilling warning about what can
happen when extreme ideas are taken to their logical conclusions. The summary and analysis in this
ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of
fiction.

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2017

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Testaments Margaret Atwood, 2019-09-10 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER « WINNER OF THE BOOKER PRIZE ¢ A modern masterpiece that reminds us
of the power of truth in the face of evil” (People)—and can be read on its own or as a sequel to
Margaret Atwood’s classic, The Handmaid’s Tale. “Atwood’s powers are on full display” (Los Angeles
Times) in this deeply compelling Booker Prize-winning novel, now updated with additional content
that explores the historical sources, ideas, and material that inspired Atwood. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the theocratic regime of the Republic of Gilead
maintains its grip on power, but there are signs it is beginning to rot from within. At this crucial
moment, the lives of three radically different women converge, with potentially explosive results.
Two have grown up as part of the first generation to come of age in the new order. The testimonies
of these two young women are joined by a third: Aunt Lydia. Her complex past and uncertain future
unfold in surprising and pivotal ways. With The Testaments, Margaret Atwood opens up the
innermost workings of Gilead, as each woman is forced to come to terms with who she is, and how
far she will go for what she believes.

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-10-24 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Handmaid’s Tale with this
concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The
Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, which follows a young woman named Offred (the Handmaid
of the title), who lives in the repressive Republic of Gilead and whose sole role is to conceive
children for the powerful Commander she has been assigned to. Thanks to her friend Ofglen, she is
introduced to the underground resistance movement, but soon discovers that escaping her position
will not be easy. The Handmaid’s Tale was nominated for the 1986 Man Booker Prize (Atwood has
been nominated for the award on numerous occasions, and won it for her 2000 novel The Blind
Assassin), and has recently been adapted into a critically acclaimed television series. Find out
everything you need to know about The Handmaid’s Tale in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary ¢ Character studies ¢ Key themes
and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print
and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The
clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

analysis of handmaid s tale: A Modest Proposal Jonathan Swift, 2024-05-30 In one of the most
powerful and darkly satirical works of the 18th century, a chilling solution is proposed to address the
dire poverty and overpopulation plaguing Ireland. Jonathan Swift presents a shockingly calculated
and seemingly rational argument for using the children of the poor as a food source, thereby
addressing both the economic burden on society and the issue of hunger. This provocative piece is a
masterful example of irony and social criticism, as it exposes the cruel attitudes and policies of the
British ruling class towards the Irish populace. Jonathan Swift's incisive critique not only
underscores the absurdity of the proposed solution but also serves as a profound commentary on the
exploitation and mistreatment of the oppressed. A Modest Proposal remains a quintessential
example of satirical literature, its biting wit and moral indignation as relevant today as it was at the
time of its publication. JONATHAN SWIFT [1667-1745] was an Anglo-Irish author, poet, and satirist.
His deadpan satire led to the coining of the term »Swiftian«, describing satire of similarly ironic
writing style. He is most famous for the novel Gulliver’s Travels [1726] and the essay A Modest




Proposal [1729].

analysis of handmaid s tale: Approaches to Teaching Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale and
Other Works Sharon Rose Wilson, Thomas B. Friedman, Shannon Eileen Hengen, 1996-01-01 Now at
seventy-three volumes, this popular MLA series (ISSN 1059-1133) addresses a broad range of
literary texts. Each volume surveys teaching aids and critical material and brings together essays
that apply a variety of perspectives to teaching the text. Upper-level undergraduate and graduate
students, student teachers, education specialists, and teachers in all humanities disciplines will find
these volumes particularly helpful.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Oryx and Crake Margaret Atwood, 2010-07-27 A stunning and
provocative new novel by the internationally celebrated author of The Blind Assassin, winner of the
Booker Prize. Margaret Atwood’s new novel is so utterly compelling, so prescient, so relevant, so
terrifyingly-all-too-likely-to-be-true, that readers may find their view of the world forever changed
after reading it. This is Margaret Atwood at the absolute peak of her powers. For readers of Oryx
and Crake, nothing will ever look the same again. The narrator of Atwood's riveting novel calls
himself Snowman. When the story opens, he is sleeping in a tree, wearing an old bedsheet, mourning
the loss of his beloved Oryx and his best friend Crake, and slowly starving to death. He searches for
supplies in a wasteland where insects proliferate and pigoons and wolvogs ravage the pleeblands,
where ordinary people once lived, and the Compounds that sheltered the extraordinary. As he tries
to piece together what has taken place, the narrative shifts to decades earlier. How did everything
fall apart so quickly? Why is he left with nothing but his haunting memories? Alone except for the
green-eyed Children of Crake, who think of him as a kind of monster, he explores the answers to
these questions in the double journey he takes - into his own past, and back to Crake's high-tech
bubble-dome, where the Paradice Project unfolded and the world came to grief. With breathtaking
command of her shocking material, and with her customary sharp wit and dark humour, Atwood
projects us into an outlandish yet wholly believable realm populated by characters who will continue
to inhabit our dreams long after the last chapter.

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale and Philosophy Rachel Robison-Greene,
2018-12-04 In The Handmaid’s Tale and Philosophy, philosophers give their insights into the
blockbuster best-selling novel and record-breaking TV series, The Handmaid’s Tale. The story
involves a future breakaway state in New England, beset by environmental disaster and a
plummeting birth rate, in which the few remaining fertile women are conscripted to have sex and
bear children to the most powerful men, all justified and rationalized by religious fundamentalism.
Among the questions raised by this riveting and harrowing story: @ The Handmaid’s Tale displays
the connection between sex and power. What light does this story shed on sex and power in our own
society? @ The divinity of the feminine is associated with the female capacity to give birth. Is this
association inherently exploitative? @ In the story, the revolution rapidly rebranded people by
changing their names and placing them into functional groups with specific titles. How important is
change in language to the suppression of individual freedom? @ The Handmaid’s Tale sees
everything through the eyes of one character. How is it possible to construct a self and an identity at
odds with the definition which the culture attempts to impose? @ In oppressive societies, even the
most oppressed do show some freedom of choice. What is the limit of autonomy in a repressive
society ruled by a fanatical ideology? @ Our present ethics of sex relies heavily on the notion of
consent, but in the world of The Handmaid’s Tale there is little scope for consent. How is the power
of consent constricted by the broader social conditions? @ The feminist idea of Care Ethics can be
used to critique various gender relationships. How does Care Ethics evaluate our own society and
the society depicted in The Handmaid’s Tale? @ The society portrayed in the story is marked by
fierce religiosity, yet the Christian God presumably disapproves of its brutal exploitation and
oppression. What is the relation between a loving Deity and the literal interpretation of scriptural
passages? @ Among many dystopian stories, what makes The Handmaid’s Tale particularly
memorable, and what purpose is served by the contemplation of imaginary dystopias? @ Suicide is
common in The Handmaid'’s Tale, and contemplating the possibility of suicide is even more common.



Can life be worth living if the political and religious structure is thoroughly malign? @ Beneath the
theocratic preaching, there is the practical suggestion that everything is being arranged for the
good of society and therefore of everyone. Who gets to decide and enforce what is in society’s best
interests?

analysis of handmaid s tale: Margaret Atwood Helene Greven, Hélene Greven-Borde, 1999
The Handmaid's Tale (1985), by Canadian writer Margaret Atwood, revisits the Anglo-American
utopian/dystopian tradition. Appealing to imaginative fiction and the novel of ideas, the construction
of perfect - or nightmarish - worlds rouses the reader's socio-political awareness of the present and
invites questions on the shape of the near furure. The Handmaid's Tale deconstructs the utopian
narrative by breaking the chronological order of the female protagonist's experience into a
time-shifting testimony, a quest for meaning and an exploration of self versus the other. The
intricate play on word and symbol can be read against the historical background of
seventeenth-century New England Puritanism, as well as the twentieth-century New Right and
women's rights movements, while inviting reference to the postmodernist outlook. This volume
includes a bibliography, a study of the book's context, as well as essays and commentaries ; the
approach has been adapted to the needs of Capes and Agregation students.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Nineteen eighty-four George Orwell, 2022-11-22 This is a
dystopian social science fiction novel and morality tale. The novel is set in the year 1984, a fictional
future in which most of the world has been destroyed by unending war, constant government
monitoring, historical revisionism, and propaganda. The totalitarian superstate Oceania, ruled by the
Party and known as Airstrip One, now includes Great Britain as a province. The Party uses the
Thought Police to repress individuality and critical thought. Big Brother, the tyrannical ruler of
Oceania, enjoys a strong personality cult that was created by the party's overzealous brainwashing
methods. Winston Smith, the main character, is a hard-working and skilled member of the Ministry
of Truth's Outer Party who secretly despises the Party and harbors rebellious fantasies.

analysis of handmaid s tale: A Study Guide (New Edition) for Margaret Atwood's "The
Handmaid's Tale" Gale, Cengage, A Study Guide (New Edition) for Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for
Students for all of your research needs.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Someone to Talk to Mario Luis Small, 2017 In Someone To Talk
To, Mario L. Small follows a group of graduate students as they cope with stress, overwork,
self-doubt, failure, relationships, children, health care, and poverty. He unravels how they decide
whom to turn to for support. and he then confirms his findings based on representative national data
on adult Americans.--Jacket.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Lire Margaret Atwood Marta Dvorak, 1999 Ce recueil bilingue
consacré a l'écrivain canadien Margaret Atwood, reconnue comme 1'une des figures dominantes de
la littérature d'expression anglaise, contient l'intervention qu'elle a prononcée a Rennes en
novembre 1998 sur son roman The Handmaid's Tale (La Servante écarlate) et sur le genre auquel il
appartient. Le roman, inscrit aux programmes 1999 du CAPES et de 1'agrégation d'anglais, a été I'un
des plus grands succes littéraires des années 80 aux Etats-Unis, au Canada et en Grande-Bre.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Summary, Analysis, and Review of Margaret Atwood's the
Handmaid's Tale Start Publishing Notes, 2017-10-10 PLEASE NOTE: This is a key takeaways and
analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Start Publishing Notes' Summary, Analysis, and
Review of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale includes a summary of the book, review, analysis
& key takeaways, and detailed About the Author section. PREVIEW: In an alternative version of
America, a neo-conservative, alt-right type terrorist group took over in a coup -- they shot the
President, machine-gunned the Congress, got the army to declare a state of emergency, instituted
martial law, suspended the Constitution, and instilled a totalitarian theocracy. Although this group
claimed their taking over was only temporary, America became the Republic of Gilead. And because




they were able to blame a worldwide fertility crisis (in which babies had a one-in-four chance of
being born with deformities that would make them unable to survive outside the womb), the
Gileadean regime was able to reverse women's rights, claiming it had a solution to the crisis via a
return to so-called traditional values. The Commanders of the regime restructured society and
restricted women according to reproductive abilities, as well as class status, so that women were
prohibited from reading, from holding property, from having jobs and from being independent.
Feminists and certain infertile women of low status were classified as Unwomen, and some were
sentenced to labor camps called the Colonies. Certain privileged women already married to the
Commanders are the Wives, and wear blue. Less privileged women are assigned roles, according to
their fertility - those still able to bear children are designated as Handmaids and wear red, while
those unable to bear children are designated as Marthas and wear green...

analysis of handmaid s tale: Never Let Me Go Kazuo Ishiguro, 2009-03-19 NOBEL PRIZE
WINNER ¢ The moving, suspenseful, beautifully atmospheric modern classic from the acclaimed
author of The Remains of the Day and Klara and the Sun—"“a Gothic tour de force (The New York
Times) with an extraordinary twist. “Brilliantly executed.” —Margaret Atwood “A page-turner and a
heartbreaker.” —TIME “Masterly.” —Sunday Times As children, Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were
students at Hailsham, an exclusive boarding school secluded in the English countryside. It was a
place of mercurial cliques and mysterious rules where teachers were constantly reminding their
charges of how special they were. Now, years later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy have
reentered her life. And for the first time she is beginning to look back at their shared past and
understand just what it is that makes them special—and how that gift will shape the rest of their
time together.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Feminine Gospels Carol Ann Duffy, 2012-12-13 In Feminine
Gospels, Carol Ann Duffy draws on the historical, the archetypal, the biblical and the fantastical to
create various visions - and revisions - of female identity. Simultaneously stripping women bare and
revealing them in all their guises and disguises, these poems tell tall stories as though they were
true confessions, and spin modern myths from real women seen in every aspect - as bodies and
corpses, writers and workers, shoppers and slimmers, fairytale royals or girls-next-door. ‘Part of
Duffy’s talent - besides her ear for ordinary eloquence, her gorgeous, powerful, throwaway lines, her
subtlety - is her ventriloquism . . . From verbal nuances to mind-expanding imaginative leaps, her
words seem freshly plucked from the minds of non-poets - that is, she makes it look easy’ Charlotte
Mendelson, Observer

analysis of handmaid s tale: Margaret Atwood Margaret Atwood, Sparknotes, 2002-07-15
They

analysis of handmaid s tale: Margaret Atwood Margaret Atwood, Earl G. Ingersoll, 1992
Margaret Atwood talks to a host of interviewees, including Joyce Carol Oates and Graeme Gibson,
about a range of subjects. She discusses feminism, Canadian literature, the differences between
novels and poetry, how she started writing and who it is she feels she writes for.

analysis of handmaid s tale: ] Who Have Never Known Men Jacqueline Harpman, 1997-04-08
A work of fantasy, | Who Have Never Known Men is the haunting and unforgettable account of a
near future on a barren earth where women are kept in underground cages guarded by uniformed
groups of men. It is narrated by the youngest of the women, the only one with no memory of what
the world was like before the cages, who must teach herself, without books or sexual contact, the
essential human emotions of longing, loving, learning, companionship, and dying. Part thriller, part
mystery, I Who Have Never Known Men shows us the power of one person without memories to
reinvent herself piece by piece, emotion by emotion, in the process teaching us much about what it
means to be human.

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Silver Metal Lover Tanith Lee, 2013-06-24 For
sixteen-year-old Jane, life is a mystery she despairs of ever mastering. She and her friends are the
idle, pampered children of the privileged class, living in luxury on an Earth remade by natural
disaster. Until Jane's life is changed forever by a chance encounter with a robot minstrel with




auburn hair and silver skin, whose songs ignite in her a desperate and inexplicable passion. Jane is
certain that Silver is more than just a machine built to please. And she will give up everything to
prove it. So she escapes into the city's violent, decaying slums to embrace a love bordering on
madness. Or is it something more? Has Jane glimpsed in Silver something no one else has dared to
see - not even the robot or his creators? A love so perfect it must be destroyed, for no human could
ever compete?

analysis of handmaid s tale: History of Israel IntroBooks, 2019-01-13 There are just so many
of those things that history is holding inside and whenever one tries to look over for the facts which
are left behind, there is that amazing and astounded feeling of getting overwhelmed. So is the case
with history of Israel which talks about so many of those things that happened with the existence of
this country.

analysis of handmaid s tale: One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn, 2014-07-29 For the centenary of the Russian Revolution, a new edition of the Russian
Nobel Prize-winning author's most accessible novel One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich is an
undisputed classic of contemporary literature. First published (in censored form) in the Soviet
journal Novy Mir in 1962, it is the story of labor-camp inmate Ivan Denisovich Shukhov as he
struggles to maintain his dignity in the face of communist oppression. On every page of this graphic
depiction of Ivan Denisovich's struggles, the pain of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's own decade-long
experience in the gulag is apparent—which makes its ultimate tribute to one man's will to triumph
over relentless dehumanization all the more moving. An unforgettable portrait of the entire world of
Stalin's forced-work camps, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich is one of the most extraordinary
literary works to have emerged from the Soviet Union. The first of Solzhenitsyn's novels to be
published, it forced both the Soviet Union and the West to confront the Soviet's human rights record,
and the novel was specifically mentioned in the presentation speech when Solzhenitsyn was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1970. Above all, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich establishes
Solzhenitsyn's stature as a literary genius whose talent matches that of Dostoevsky, Turgenev,
Tolstoy (Harrison Salisbury, The New York Times). This unexpurgated, widely acclaimed translation
by H. T. Willetts is the only translation authorized by Solzhenitsyn himself.

analysis of handmaid s tale: A Guide to the Handmaid's Tale Pat Levy, Patricia Levy, Tony
Buzan, 2001 Part of the Teach Yourself Literature Guides which use scientific knowledge on how the
brain works best to show you how you can work faster, shorten your study time and get a higher
grade. This title provides commentary, questions, Mind Maps and essay practice on The Handmaid's
Tale.

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale Karen A. Ritzenhoff, Janis Goldie,
2019-06-06 The Handmaid's Tale: Teaching Dystopia, Feminism, and Resistance across Disciplines
and Borders offers an interdisciplinary analysis of how Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, as
well as its film and television adaptations, can be employed across different academic fields in high
school, college and university classrooms. Scholars from a variety of disciplines and cultural
contexts contribute to wide-ranging analytical strategies, ranging from religion and science to the
role of journalism in democracy, while still embracing gender studies in a broader methodological
and theoretical framework. The volume examines both the formal and stylistic ways in which
Atwood's classic work and its adaptations can be brought to life in the classroom through different
lenses and pedagogies.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale Gina Wisker, 2010-06-03
Margaret Atwood's popular dystopian novel A Handmaid's Tale, engages the reader with a broad
range of issues relating to power, gender and religious politics. This guide provides an overview of
the key critical debates and interpretations of the novel and encourages you to engage with key
questions and readings in your reading of the text. It includes discussion of key themes and concepts
including: - Representation of women's roles, gender, sexuality and power - Language, style and
form - Dystopias and genre fictions - Power, control and religious fundamentalism. Combining
helpful guidance on reading Atwood's text with overviews of significant stylistic and thematic issues




and an introduction to criticism, this is an ideal companion to reading and studying A Handmaid's
Tale.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Lord of the Flies William Golding, 2012-09-20 A plane crashes on
a desert island and the only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be
rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, but at night their
dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. As the boys' delicate sense of order fades, so
their childish dreams are transformed into something more primitive, and their behaviour starts to
take on a murderous, savage significance. First published in 1954, Lord of the Flies is one of the
most celebrated and widely read of modern classics. Now fully revised and updated, this educational
edition includes chapter summaries, comprehension questions, discussion points, classroom
activities, a biographical profile of Golding, historical context relevant to the novel and an essay on
Lord of the Flies by William Golding entitled 'Fable'. Aimed at Key Stage 3 and 4 students, it also
includes a section on literary theory for advanced or A-level students. The educational edition
encourages original and independent thinking while guiding the student through the text - ideal for
use in the classroom and at home.

analysis of handmaid s tale: A & P John Updike, 1986-06-01

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale Harold Bloom, 2009 Discusses the
characters, plot and writing of The handmaid's tale by Margaret Atwood. Includes critical essays on
the novel and a brief biography of the author.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Frankenstein Shelley, Mary, 2023-01-11 Frankenstein is a novel
by Mary Shelley. It was first published in 1818. Ever since its publication, the story of Frankenstein
has remained brightly in the imagination of the readers and literary circles across the countries. In
the novel, an English explorer in the Arctic, who assists Victor Frankenstein on the final leg of his
chase, tells the story. As a talented young medical student, Frankenstein strikes upon the secret of
endowing life to the dead. He becomes obsessed with the idea that he might make a man. The
Outcome is a miserable and an outcast who seeks murderous revenge for his condition. Frankenstein
pursues him when the creature flees. It is at this juncture t that Frankenstein meets the explorer and
recounts his story, dying soon after. Although it has been adapted into films numerous times, they
failed to effectively convey the stark horror and philosophical vision of the novel. Shelley's novel is a
combination of Gothic horror story and science fiction.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Joseph's Donkey Anthony DeStefano, 2021-10-26

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Disappearing Christ Phil Maciak, 2019 Phillip Maciak
examines filmic depictions of Jesus to argue that cinema developed as a model technology of
secularism, training viewers for belief in a secular age. Cinematic depictions of an appearing and
disappearing Christ became a powerful vehicle for Americans to navigate a rapidly modernizing
society.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Isabella John Keats, 2018-06-24 Isabella or The Pot of Basil A
Story from Boccaccio John Keats This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. We are delighted to
publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our
collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general
public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of
literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back
into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have
been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been
meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the
reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you
will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.




analysis of handmaid s tale: Survival Margaret Atwood, 1996 When first published in 1972,
Survival was considered the most startling book ever written about Canadian literature. Since then,
it has continued to be read and taught, and it continues to shape the way Canadians look at
themselves. Distinguished, provocative, and written in effervescent, compulsively readable prose,
Survival is simultaneously a book of criticism, a manifesto, and a collection of personal and
subversive remarks. Margaret Atwood begins by asking: “What have been the central
preoccupations of our poetry and fiction?” Her answer is “survival and victims.” Atwood applies this
thesis in twelve brilliant, witty, and impassioned chapters; from Moodie to MacLennan to Blais, from
Pratt to Purdy to Gibson, she lights up familiar books in wholly new perspectives.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Beyond Media Borders, Volume 2 Lars Ellestrom, 2020-11-14
This open access book promotes the idea that all media types are multimodal and that comparing
media types, through an intermedial lens, necessarily involves analysing these multimodal traits. The
collection includes a series of interconnected articles that illustrate and clarify how the concepts
developed in Ellestrom’s influential article The Modalities of Media: A Model for Understanding
Intermedial Relations (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010) can be used for methodical investigation and
interpretation of media traits and media interrelations. The authors work with a wide range of old
and new media types that are traditionally investigated through limited, media-specific concepts.
The publication is a significant contribution to interdisciplinary research, advancing the frontiers of
conceptual as well as practical understanding of media interrelations. This is the second of two
volumes. It contains a concluding article by Ellestrom and seven contributions concentrated on the
issue of media transformations: how media characteristics are transferred and transfigured among
various media products and media types.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Red Clocks Leni Zumas, 2018-01-16 In this ferociously
imaginative novel, abortion is once again illegal in America, in-vitro fertilization is banned, and the
Personhood Amendment grants rights of life, liberty, and property to every embryo. Five women.
One question. What is a woman for? In a small Oregon fishing town, five very different women
navigate these new barriers alongside age-old questions surrounding motherhood, identity, and
freedom. Ro, a single high-school teacher, is trying to have a baby on her own, while also writing a
biography of Eivv?r, a little-known 19th-century female polar explorer. Susan is a frustrated mother
of two, trapped in a crumbling marriage. Mattie is the adopted daughter of doting parents and one
of Ro's best students, who finds herself pregnant with nowhere to turn. And Gin is the gifted,
forest-dwelling herbalist, or mender, who brings all their fates together when she's arrested and put
on trial in a frenzied modern-day witch hunt. Red Clocks is at once a riveting drama, whose
mysteries unfold with magnetic energy, and a shattering novel of ideas. In the vein of Margaret
Atwood and Eileen Myles, Leni Zumas fearlessly explores the contours of female experience, evoking
The Handmaid's Tale for a new millennium. This is a story of resilience, transformation, and hope in
tumultuous -- even frightening -- times.

analysis of handmaid s tale: The Handmaid's Tale (MAXNotes Literature Guides) Malcolm
Foster, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale MAXnotes offer a
fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by
literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and
enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary
work by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the
essentials of what one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists,
an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the
mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and
analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

analysis of handmaid s tale: Skyward , 2021 One day, gravity on Earth suddenly became a
fraction of what it is now. Twenty years later, humanity has adapted to its new low-gravity reality.
And to Willa Fowler, a woman born just after G-day, it's ... well, it's pretty awesome, actually. You
can fly through the air! I mean, sure, you can also die if you jump too high. So you just don't jump



too high. And maybe don't get mixed up in your Dad's secret plan to bring gravity back, which could
get you killed ...
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