
analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath

An Analysis of Sylvia Plath's "The Applicant":
Unveiling the Poem's Dark Satire

Introduction:

Sylvia Plath's "The Applicant," a chillingly detached poem, isn't just a description of a
creature seeking a mate; it's a scathing satire on societal expectations, conformity, and the
dehumanizing effects of pursuing an idealized, often unattainable, image of "perfection."
This post delves deep into Plath's masterful use of imagery, tone, and structure to reveal
the unsettling implications of this deceptively simple poem. We will dissect its central
themes, analyze its unsettling imagery, and explore the poem's enduring relevance in a
world still grappling with the pressures of conformity and the search for identity. Get ready
to unravel the complexities of Plath’s darkly comedic masterpiece.

I. The Poem's Unsettling Tone and Imagery:

Plath masterfully employs an unsettling tone that oscillates between the mundane and the
monstrous. The poem's speaker, a seemingly benevolent purveyor of "suitable" applicants,
presents a grotesque catalogue of human attributes reduced to mere specifications.
Phrases like "a heart of a good strong wood," "a face that is not too small," and "a spirit of
some sort" strip the human being of individuality, reducing them to functional components
rather than sentient individuals. This dehumanizing perspective immediately sets a dark,
satirical tone. The imagery reinforces this, painting a picture of a manufactured, almost
Frankensteinian creation, assembled from interchangeable parts. The description of the
applicant as a "machine" for a "house" emphasizes the poem's core themes of societal
constraints and the loss of personal identity. Plath's unsettling use of mundane language
alongside this nightmarish vision only serves to heighten the poem's unsettling impact.

II. The Theme of Societal Conformity and Expectation:

"The Applicant" is a powerful commentary on the crushing weight of societal expectations,
particularly on women. The poem's speaker acts as a representative of a society that
demands conformity and obedience. The applicant is essentially being molded to fit pre-
defined specifications—a blank slate upon which societal ideals are imposed. This highlights
the dehumanizing nature of societal pressures to conform to certain standards of beauty,
behavior, and functionality. The poem subtly critiques the objectification of women,
reducing them to mere objects designed to fulfill societal roles rather than being valued for
their intrinsic worth. This dehumanization is evident in the speaker's casual disregard for
the applicant's inner life, focusing instead on their outward appearance and functional
capacity.

III. The Search for Identity and the Loss of Self:

The poem's paradoxical nature – offering a "suitable" applicant yet simultaneously



obliterating individuality – speaks directly to the crisis of identity. The applicant, stripped of
personal attributes and reduced to mere specifications, embodies the loss of self in the face
of societal pressure. The poem raises the haunting question: what remains of a person
when all their unique qualities are sacrificed at the altar of conformity? The poem doesn't
offer easy answers but leaves the reader to confront the chilling implications of this self-
erasure. The seemingly bland tone of the speaker further intensifies this feeling of quiet
desperation, highlighting the subtle yet insidious nature of this societal pressure.

IV. The Poem's Ending and its Ambiguous Nature:

The poem's ambiguous ending adds to its unsettling power. The speaker's final offer, "Here
is a house," leaves the reader with an unresolved sense of unease. Is the "house" a symbol
of domesticity and societal acceptance, or is it a prison, trapping the applicant in a life
devoid of authenticity and self-expression? The ambiguity allows for multiple
interpretations, prompting further reflection on the poem's themes. The open-ended nature
of the ending reflects the complexities of societal pressures and the struggle for individual
identity within those constraints. It compels the reader to actively participate in interpreting
the poem's ultimate message, enhancing its lasting impact.

V. The Poem's Enduring Relevance in a Modern Context:

While written decades ago, "The Applicant" remains shockingly relevant in contemporary
society. The pressures to conform, particularly in a world obsessed with image and social
media, echo the poem's central themes. The poem serves as a stark warning against the
dangers of sacrificing one's individuality for external validation. The poem's enduring power
lies in its ability to resonate with readers who recognize the pervasive nature of societal
expectations and the ongoing struggle for authentic self-expression in a world that often
demands conformity. The poem's critique of dehumanization remains strikingly relevant in
the modern era, where societal pressures can lead to feelings of alienation and self-doubt.

Outline of a potential academic essay on "The Applicant":

Title: The Dehumanizing Machine: An Analysis of Conformity and Identity in Sylvia Plath's
"The Applicant"

Introduction: Brief overview of Plath's life and work, introduction to "The Applicant," and
thesis statement highlighting the poem's exploration of conformity and the loss of self.
Chapter 1: The Unsettling Tone and Imagery: Detailed analysis of the poem's tone,
imagery, and use of language to create a sense of unease and dehumanization.
Chapter 2: Societal Expectations and the Objectification of the Applicant: Examination of
the poem's depiction of societal expectations and their impact on the applicant's identity.
Discussion of the applicant's role as a passive recipient of societal demands.
Chapter 3: The Search for Identity and the Loss of Self: Analysis of the poem's exploration
of identity crisis, focusing on the loss of individuality in the face of societal pressures.
Discussion of the applicant's lack of agency and self-determination.
Chapter 4: The Ambiguous Ending and its Interpretations: Examination of the poem's open-
ended conclusion and its various possible interpretations. Discussion of the unresolved
tension between conformity and self-expression.
Conclusion: Summary of key findings, reiteration of the thesis statement, and concluding
thoughts on the poem's enduring relevance.



Detailed Explanation of Essay Points:

Each chapter in the above outline would delve deeper into the specified points. For
instance, Chapter 1 would closely examine specific lines and phrases, such as "a heart of a
good strong wood," to show how Plath uses seemingly simple language to create a
disturbing image of the applicant as a manufactured object. Chapter 2 would explore the
poem's presentation of societal expectations concerning women, drawing on relevant
historical and social contexts. Chapter 3 would focus on the applicant's lack of voice and
agency, demonstrating how the poem reveals the devastating consequences of societal
pressures on individual identity. Chapter 4 would examine various interpretations of the
poem’s ending, considering the "house" as both a symbol of domesticity and a
metaphorical prison.

FAQs:

What is the central theme of "The Applicant"? The central theme revolves around the1.
dehumanizing effects of societal conformity and the resulting loss of individual
identity.

What literary devices does Plath use in "The Applicant"? Plath utilizes unsettling1.
imagery, irony, and a detached, almost clinical tone to achieve her effect.

What is the significance of the "house" in the poem? The "house" can be interpreted1.
as a symbol of societal expectations, domesticity, or even a prison representing
conformity and loss of self.

How does the poem's tone contribute to its meaning? The unsettling and detached1.
tone heightens the poem's satire, emphasizing the dehumanizing aspects of societal
pressure.

What is the role of the speaker in "The Applicant"? The speaker acts as a detached1.
and seemingly objective observer, yet their presentation implicitly critiques societal
expectations.

What is the poem's overall message? The poem warns against the dangers of1.
sacrificing individuality for the sake of societal acceptance.



How does "The Applicant" relate to other works by Sylvia Plath? It shares themes of1.
confinement, societal pressure, and the struggle for identity found in many of her
other poems and works.

Is "The Applicant" a feminist poem? Many critics argue that it is, highlighting the1.
societal pressure placed on women to conform to specific roles and expectations.

What makes "The Applicant" a powerful and enduring poem? Its unsettling imagery,1.
ambiguous ending, and continuing relevance to contemporary issues of conformity
and identity ensure its lasting impact.

Related Articles:

Sylvia Plath's Use of Imagery: A Comparative Study: This article examines Plath's use1.
of imagery across her works, focusing on its contribution to thematic development.

The Feminist Critique of Sylvia Plath's Poetry: This article delves into feminist1.
interpretations of Plath's poetry, specifically focusing on themes of female oppression
and societal expectations.

An Analysis of Confessional Poetry: Sylvia Plath and the Confessional Movement: This1.
article explores the genre of confessional poetry, placing Plath's work within its
historical and literary context.

The Role of the Speaker in Sylvia Plath's Poetry: This article examines the different1.
speaker roles in Plath's poetry and their contribution to meaning.

Sylvia Plath's "Daddy" and its Psychoanalytic Interpretations: This article examines the1.
psychoanalytic readings of Plath's famous poem "Daddy," exploring its themes of
rage, trauma, and patriarchy.



The Dark Humor in Sylvia Plath's Poetry: This article investigates the dark humor1.
present in many of Plath's poems, analyzing its function and effect.

Sylvia Plath's Influence on Contemporary Poetry: This article analyzes Plath's lasting1.
impact on the development and evolution of contemporary poetry.

Comparing and Contrasting Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton: This article compares the1.
works and styles of two major female poets of the confessional movement.

A Biographical Analysis of Sylvia Plath and its Influence on Her Poetry: This article1.
explores the relationship between Plath's life experiences and the themes and
imagery prevalent in her poetry.

  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: A Study Guide for Sylvia Plath's "The
Applicant" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Sylvia Plath's The Applicant, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Ariel Sylvia Plath, 2014-10-21 A brilliant collection
of poetry by Sylvia Plath, one of America’s most famous and significant female authors. It is
characterized by deep, psychological introspection paired with ambiguous scenes and narratives.
This edition restores Plath’s selection and order of poems, eschewing her husband’s revisions in
favour of the author’s pure, unmodified vision. Random House of Canada is proud to bring you
classic works of literature in ebook form, with the highest quality production values. Find more
today and rediscover books you never knew you loved.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Reads Sylvia Plath, 1992-02-14
Plath's voice is lucid and precise, and the poetry is deeply intense in its reading and mood. The
words combined with the voice render stunning images of the inner self and the creative energy of
Sylvia Plath. BooklistIncludes: Leaving Early * Mushrooms * The Surgeon at Two A.M. * The
Disquieting Muses * Spinster * November Graveyard * A Plethora of Dyrads * The Lady and the
Earthenware Head * On the Difficulty of Conjuring Up a Dryad * On the Decline of Oracles * The
Goring * Ouija * Sculptor.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Susan Bassnett, 2017-03-16 Sylvia
Plath is one of the best-known and most widely-studied writers of the twentieth century. Since her
death in 1963, critics have presented different images of Plath: the 'suicidal' poet, the frustrated
wife and mother, the feminist precursor. In this lively and approachable introduction to the author's
poetry, Susan Bassnett offers a balanced view of Plath as one of the finest contemporary poets, and



shows the diversity of her work. Bassnett's refreshing perspective on the writer provides a welcome
alternative to the many studies which attempt endlessly to psychoanalyse Plath posthumously.
Bassnett argues that there can never be any definitive version of the Plath story, but, from close
readings of her texts, readers can discover the excitement of her diverse work. Plath is not viewed as
an author driven by a death wish, nor does the book focus on her suicide - instead, she is considered
in the cultural context in which she wrote, and viewed as a complex writer. Now thoroughly revised
and expanded in the light of recent research, the second edition of this essential text contains new
chapters and more close reading of the poetry. It concludes with an analysis of Ted Hughes' Birthday
Letters, a collection of poems which he wrote about his wife after her death.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath's Selected Poems Sylvia Plath, Ted
Hughes, 1985 Sylvia Plath is one of the defining voices in twentieth-century poetry. This classic
selection of her work, made by her former husband Ted Hughes, provides the perfect introduction to
this most influential of poets. The poems are taken from Sylvia Plath's four collections Ariel, The
Colossus, Crossing the Water and Winter Trees, and include many of her most celebrated works,
such as 'Daddy', 'Lady Lazarus' and 'Wuthering Heights'.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Stylistics Lesley Jeffries, Daniel McIntyre,
2010-09-30 An introduction to the study of style in language, offering practical advice on how to
stylistically analyse texts.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Poetry Handbook John Lennard, 2006-01-05
The Poetry Handbook is a lucid and entertaining guide to the poet's craft, and an invaluable
introduction to practical criticism for students. Chapters on each element of poetry, from metre to
gender, offer a wide-ranging general account, and end by looking at two or three poems from a small
group (including works by Donne, Elizabeth Bishop, Geoffrey Hill, and Nobel Laureate Derek
Walcott), to build up sustained analytical readings. Thorough and compact, with notes and
quotations supplemented by detailed reference to the Norton Anthology of Poetry and a companion
website with texts, links, and further discussion, The Poetry Handbook is indispensable for all school
and undergraduate students of English. A final chapter addresses examinations of all kinds, and
sample essays by undergraduates are posted on the website. Critical and scholarly terms are
italicised and clearly explained, both in the text and in a complete glossary; the volume also includes
suggestions for further reading. The first edition, widely praised by teachers and students, showed
how the pleasures of poetry are heightened by rigorous understanding and made that understanding
readily available. This second edition — revised, expanded, updated, and supported by a new
companion website - confirm The Poetry Handbook as the best guide to poetry available in English.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Ariel Sylvia Plath, 2013 Ariel (1965) contains many
of Sylvia Plath's best-known poems written in an extraordinary burst of creativity just before her
death in 1963, including 'Lady Lazarus', 'Edge', 'Daddy' and 'Paralytic'. The first of four collections
to be published by Faber & Faber, Ariel is the volume on which Sylvia Plath's reputation as one of
the most original, daring and gifted poets of the twentieth century rests. This beautiful hardback
reproduces the classic design of the first edition of a volume now recognised to be one of the most
shocking and iconic collections of poetry of the twentieth century. 'If the poems are despairing,
vengeful and destructive, they are at the same time tender, open to things, and also unusually
clever, sardonic, hardminded . . . They are works of great artistic purity and, despite all the nihilism,
great generosity . . . the book is a major literary event.' A. Alvarez in the Observer
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Language and World Creation in Poems and
Other Texts Elena Semino, 2014-09-25 Language and World Creation in Poems and Other Texts
introduces an interdisciplinary and practical approach to the analysis of poetry which focuses on text
worlds, namely the contexts, scenarios or types of reality that readers construct in their interaction
with the language of texts. The book demonstrates in detail three ways of approaching poetic text
worlds, namely as discourse situations, possible worlds, and mental constructs. Clear and detailed
introductions to linguistic theories of definiteness and deixis, possible world theory and schema
theory are included, making the book accessible to readers who are unfamiliar with these



frameworks.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Problem that Has No Name Betty Friedan,
2018 'What if she isn't happy - does she think men are happy in this world? Doesn't she know how
lucky she is to be a woman?' The pioneering Betty Friedan here identifies the strange problem
plaguing American housewives, and examines the malignant role advertising plays in perpetuating
the myth of the 'happy housewife heroine'. Penguin Modern: fifty new books celebrating the
pioneering spirit of the iconic Penguin Modern Classics series, with each one offering a concentrated
hit of its contemporary, international flavour. Here are authors ranging from Kathy Acker to James
Baldwin, Truman Capote to Stanislaw Lem and George Orwell to Shirley Jackson; essays radical and
inspiring; poems moving and disturbing; stories surreal and fabulous; taking us from the deep South
to modern Japan, New York's underground scene to the farthest reaches of outer space.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Three-Martini Afternoons at the Ritz Gail
Crowther, 2022-01-11 A dual biography of poets, friends, and rivals Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton--
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: As Kingfishers Catch Fire Gerard Manley Hopkins,
2015-02-26 'O let them be left, wildness and wet' As Kingfishers Catch Fire is a selection of Gerard
Manley Hopkins' incomparably brilliant poetry, ranging from the ecstasy of 'The Windhover' and
'Pied Beauty' to the heart-wrenching despair of the 'sonnets of desolation'. Introducing Little Black
Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and
diversity of Penguin Classics, with books from around the world and across many centuries. They
take us from a balloon ride over Victorian London to a garden of blossom in Japan, from Tierra del
Fuego to 16th-century California and the Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and savage; poems
epic and intimate; essays satirical and inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions.
Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889). Hopkins' Poems and Prose is available in Penguin Classics.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Crossing The Water Sylvia Plath, 2016-11-15
Crossing the Water, a collection of poems written just prior to those in Ariel, . . . is of immense
importance in recording [Plath's] extraordinary development. One senses on every page a voice
coming into its own, the chaos of a lifetime at last getting ready to assume its final, triumphant
shape. — Kirkus Reviews Sylvia Plath's extraordinary collection pushes the envelope between dark
and light, between our deep passions and desires that are often in tension with our duty to family
and society. Water becomes a metaphor for the surface veneer that many of us carry, but Plath
explores how easily this surface can be shaken and disturbed.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Ariel by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Ariel with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Ariel by Sylvia
Plath, the author’s final collection of poetry, which was first published in 1965, two years after her
suicide. Many of the poems it contains were written in her final winter before her death, and the
collection as a whole explores subjects including mental illness, depression, motherhood, illness and
family relationships. This analysis features an outline of the overarching structure and key themes of
the collections, as well as a closer reading of the poems “Ariel”, “Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus” and
“Tulips”. Sylvia Plath was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known works are the novel The
Bell Jar (first published in 1963 under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas) and the poetry collection Ariel.
Find out everything you need to know about Ariel in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes
and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print
and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The
clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Colossus Sylvia Plath, 1972 The Colossus was
Sylvia Plath's first published volume of poetry. 'She steers clear of feminine charm, deliciousness,
gentility, supersensitivity and the act of being poetess. She simply writes good poetry. And she does



so with a seriousness that demands only that she be judged equally seriously . . . There is an
admirable no-nonsense air about this; the language is bare but vivid and precise, with a
concentration that implies a good deal of disturbance with proportionately little fuss.' A. Alvarez in
the Observer
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: For the Union Dead Robert Lowell, 1967
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Jon Rosenblatt, 2018-06-15 The author
shows how Plath's remarkable lyric dramas define a private ritual process. The book deals with the
emotional material from which Plath's poetry arises and the specific ritual transformations she
dramatizes. It covers all phases of Plath's poetry, closely following the development of image and
idea from the apprentice work through the last lyrics of Ariel. The critical method stays close to the
language of the poems and defines Plath's struggle toward maturity. Originally published in 1979. A
UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to
make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These
editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback
formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Bitter Fame Anne Stevenson, 1998 Though Plath
has become a modern legendary figure, this is the first fully informed account of her life as a poet.
With new material of all sorts, Stevenson recounts the struggle between fantasy and reality that
blessed the artist but placed a curse on the woman. Photos.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Journals of Sylvia Plath Sylvia Plath, 2013-01-16
The electrifying diaries that are essential reading for anyone moved and fascinated by the life and
work of one of America's most acclaimed poets. Sylvia Plath began keeping a diary as a young child.
By the time she was at Smith College, when this book begins, she had settled into a nearly daily
routine with her journal, which was also a sourcebook for her writing. Plath once called her journal
her “Sargasso,” her repository of imagination, “a litany of dreams, directives, and imperatives,” and
in fact these pages contain the germs of most of her work. Plath’s ambitions as a writer were urgent
and ultimately all-consuming, requiring of her a heat, a fantastic chaos, even a violence that burned
straight through her. The intensity of this struggle is rendered in her journal with an unsparing
clarity, revealing both the frequent desperation of her situation and the bravery with which she
faced down her demons.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: 100 Essential Modern Poems , 2005 Collects one
hundred poems from the past century that reflect modern culture, including works by William Butler
Yeats, Langston Hughes, Dorothy Parker, Wallace Stevens, and Edna St. Vincent Millay.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Golden Notebook Doris Lessing, 2008-10-14
Anna is a writer, author of one very successful novel, who now keeps four notebooks. In one, with a
black cover, she reviews the African experience of her earlier years. In a red one she records her
political life, her disillusionment with communism. In a yellow one she writes a novel in which the
heroine relives part of her own experience. And in a blue one she keeps a personal diary. Finally, in
love with an American writer and threatened with insanity, Anna resolves to bring the threads of all
four books together in a golden notebook. Doris Lessing's best-known and most influential novel, The
Golden Notebook retains its extraordinary power and relevance decades after its initial publication.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Diving into the Wreck: Poems 1971-1972
Adrienne Rich, 2013-04-01 In her seventh volume of poetry, Adrienne Rich searches to reclaim—to
discover—what has been forgotten, lost, or unexplored. I came to explore the wreck. / The words are
purposes. / The words are maps. / I came to see the damage that was done / and the treasures that
prevail. These provocative poems move with the power of Rich's distinctive voice.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Pulling Down the Stars James Laidler, 2018-11-01
Charlie Lansdowne's life is going nowhere... fast. Trapped at home with his eccentric father, Roger,
and his stroke-affected grandfather, Frank, he finds life a daily exercise in dysfunction as three
generations of men strive to get along. But when Charlie meets the volatile and tempestuous Maxine
- a surfer girl who works at the local abattoir - his life goes supernova. Friendships implode, passions



ignite and death comes stalking in the night. Pulling Down the Stars is a story about the confusion of
love, the longing for reconciliation and the need to pull our unrealistic dreams back down to earth.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Cognitive Poetics Geert Brône, Jeroen Vandaele,
2009-05-05 For more than two decades now, cognitive science has been making overtures to
literature and literary studies. Only recently, however, cognitive linguistics and poetics seem to be
moving towards a more serious and reciprocal type of interdisciplinarity. In coupling cognitive
linguistics and poetics, cognitive poeticians aim to offer cognitive readings of literary texts and
formulate specific hypotheses concerning the relationship between aesthetic meaning effects and
patterns in the cognitive construal and processing of literary texts. One of the basic assumptions of
the endeavour is that some of the key topics in poetics (such as the construction of text worlds,
characterization, narrative perspective, distancing discourse, etc.) may be fruitfully approached by
applying cognitive linguistic concepts and insights (such as embodied cognition, metaphor, mental
spaces, iconicity, construction grammar, figure/ground alignment, etc.), in an attempt to support,
enrich or adjust ‘traditional’ poetic analysis. Conversely, the tradition of poetics may support, frame
or call into question insights form cognitive linguistics. In order to capture the goals, gains and gaps
of this rapidly growing interdisciplinary field of research, this volume brings together some of the
key players and critics of cognitive poetics. The eleven chapters are grouped into four major
sections, each dealing with central concerns of the field: (i) the cognitive mechanisms, discursive
means and mental products related to narrativity (Semino, Herman, Culpeper); (ii) the different
incarnations of the concept of figure in cognitive poetics (Freeman, Steen, Tsur); (iii) the procedures
that are meant to express or create discursive attitudes, like humour, irony or distance in general
(Antonopoulou and Nikiforidou, Dancygier and Vandelanotte, Giora et al.); and (iv) a critical
assessment of the current state of affairs in cognitive poetics, and more specifically the
incorporation of insights from cognitive linguistics as only one of the contributing fields in the
interdisciplinary conglomerate of cognitive science (Louwerse and Van Peer, Sternberg). The
ensuing dialogue between cognitive and literary partners, as well as between advocates and
opponents, is promoted through the use of short response articles included after ten chapters of the
volume. Geert Brône, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium; Jeroen Vandaele, University of Oslo,
Norway.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Sleepless Nights Elizabeth Hardwick, 2011-07-13 In
Sleepless Nights a woman looks back on her life—the parade of people, the shifting background of
place—and assembles a scrapbook of memories, reflections, portraits, letters, wishes, and dreams.
An inspired fusion of fact and invention, this beautifully realized, hard-bitten, lyrical book is not only
Elizabeth Hardwick’s finest fiction but one of the outstanding contributions to American literature of
the last fifty years.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Other Sylvia Plath Tracy Brain, 2014-07-22
Despite being widely studied on both undergraduate and postgraduate courses the writing of Sylvia
Plath has been relatively neglected in relation to the attention given to her life and what drove her to
suicide. Tracy Brain aims to remedy this by introducing completely new approaches to Plath's
writing, taking the studies away from the familiar concentration to reveal that Plath as a writer was
concerned with a much wider range of important cultural and political topics. Unlike most of the
existing literary criticism it shifts the focus away from biographical readings and encompasses the
full range of Plath's poetry, prose, journals and letters using a variety of critical methods.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Metaphor and Metonymy at the Crossroads
Antonio Barcelona, 2012-10-24 Metaphor and Metonymy at the Crossroads is a collection of essays,
most of them written from a cognitive linguistics standpoint by leading specialists in the fields of
conceptual metaphor and metonymy, and conceptual integration (blending). The book has two main
goals. One of them is to discuss in new, provocative ways the nature of these conceptual mappings in
English and their interaction. The other goal is to explore by means of several detailed case studies
the central role of these mappings in English. The studies are, thus, concerned with the operation of
metaphor and metonymy in discourse, including literary discourse or with the effect of metaphorical



and/or metonymic mappings on some aspects of linguistic structure, be it polysemy or grammar. The
book is of interest to students and researchers in English and linguistics, English literature,
cognitive psychology and cognitive science.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Thought Fox Ted Hughes, 2019-01-01 All the
richness of the wild is seen through the poet's eye. Here are poems from Hawk in the Rain, Wodwo,
Wolfwatching, Lupercal and River as well as from Adam and the Sacred Nine, their juxtaposition
highlighting the variety of the natural world and of Hughes's poetry about it.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: This Is a Photograph of Me Margaret Atwood,
Alan Cook, 2009-01-01
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Annotating Modernism Amanda Golden,
2020-05-04 Making extensive use of archival materials by Sylvia Plath, John Berryman, and Anne
Sexton, Amanda Golden reframes the relationship between modernism and midcentury poetry. While
Golden situates her book among other materialist histories of modernism, she moves beyond the
examination of published works to address poets’ annotations in their personal copies of modernist
texts. A consideration of the dynamics of literary influence, Annotating Modernism analyzes the
teaching strategies of midcentury poets and the ways they read modernists like T. S. Eliot, James
Joyce, Ezra Pound, Virginia Woolf, and W. B. Yeats. Situated within a larger rethinking of
modernism, Golden’s study illustrates the role of midcentury poets in shaping modernist discourse.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Female Chauvinist Pigs Ariel Levy, 2006-10-03 In
this passionate report from the front lines, a New York magazine writer examines the enormous
cultural impact of the newest wave of post-feminism.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Letters of Sylvia Plath Volume 1 Sylvia
Plath, 2017-10-17 A major literary event: the first volume in the definitive, complete collection of the
letters of Sylvia Plath—most never before seen. One of the most beloved poets of the modern age,
Sylvia Plath continues to inspire and fascinate the literary world. While her renown as one of the
twentieth century’s most influential poets is beyond dispute, Plath was also one of its most
captivating correspondents. The Letters of Sylvia Plath is the breathtaking compendium of this
prolific writer’s correspondence with more than 120 people, including family, friends,
contemporaries, and colleagues. The Letters of Sylvia Plath includes her correspondence from her
years at Smith, her summer editorial internship in New York City, her time at Cambridge, her
experiences touring Europe, and the early days of her marriage to Ted Hughes in 1956. Most of the
letters are previously unseen, including sixteen letters written by Plath to Hughes when they were
apart after their honeymoon. This magnificent compendium also includes twenty-seven of Plath’s
own elegant line drawings taken from the letters she sent to her friends and family, as well as
twenty-two previously unpublished photographs. This remarkable, collected edition of Plath’s letters
is a work of immense scholarship and care, presenting a comprehensive and historically accurate
text of the known and extant letters that she wrote. Intimate and revealing, this masterful
compilation offers fans and scholars generous and unprecedented insight into the life of one of our
most significant poets.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Space, Gender, and the Gaze in Literature and Art
Ágnes Zsófia Kovács, László B. Sári, 2017-01-06 This volume explores how the concepts of space and
gaze are tied in with social constructions of gender relations. It discusses the gendered body, the
queer gaze, the relationship between body and memory, the memory of war, monstrosity, and also
domestic and hybrid spaces as key concepts. The arguments within the book connect core
theoretical issues of gender and space to well-known literary texts and contexts, like the poems of
Sylvia Plath and the novels of Don DeLillo, Toni Morrison and Cormack McCarthy. The collection will
be of interest to university students and instructors alike, as an extended introduction to critical and
theoretical discourses on gender and space.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and
Interpretation Nancy Easterlin, 2012-05-31 Combining cognitive and evolutionary research with
traditional humanist methods, Nancy Easterlin demonstrates how a biocultural perspective in theory



and criticism opens up new possibilities for literary interpretation. Easterlin maintains that the
practice of literary interpretation is still of central intellectual and social value. Taking an open yet
judicious approach, she argues, however, that literary interpretation stands to gain dramatically
from a fair-minded and creative application of cognitive and evolutionary research. This work does
just that, expounding a biocultural method that charts a middle course between overly reductive
approaches to literature and traditionalists who see the sciences as a threat to the humanities.
Easterlin develops her biocultural method by comparing it to four major subfields within literary
studies: new historicism, ecocriticism, cognitive approaches, and evolutionary approaches. After a
thorough review of each subfield, she reconsiders them in light of relevant research in cognitive and
evolutionary psychology and provides a textual analysis of literary works from the romantic era to
the present, including William Wordsworth’s “Simon Lee” and the Lucy poems, Mary Robinson’s
“Old Barnard,” Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “Dejection: An Ode,” D. H. Lawrence’s The Fox, Jean
Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea, and Raymond Carver’s “I Could See the Smallest Things.” A Biocultural
Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation offers a fresh and reasoned approach to literary
studies that at once preserves the central importance that interpretation plays in the humanities and
embraces the exciting developments of the cognitive sciences.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The North Ship Philip Larkin, 2013-04-04 The North
Ship, Philip Larkin's earliest volume of verse, was first published in August 1945. The introduction,
by Larkin himself, explains the circumstances of its publication and the influences which shaped its
contents.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Collected Poems Sylvia Plath, 2016-11-15
Pulitzer Prize winner Sylvia Plath’s complete poetic works, edited and introduced by Ted Hughes. By
the time of her death on 11, February 1963, Sylvia Plath had written a large bulk of poetry. To my
knowledge, she never scrapped any of her poetic efforts. With one or two exceptions, she brought
every piece she worked on to some final form acceptable to her, rejecting at most the odd verse, or a
false head or a false tail. Her attitude to her verse was artisan-like: if she couldn’t get a table out of
the material, she was quite happy to get a chair, or even a toy. The end product for her was not so
much a successful poem, as something that had temporarily exhausted her ingenuity. So this book
contains not merely what verse she saved, but—after 1956—all she wrote. — Ted Hughes, from the
Introduction
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Taste of Apple James Laidler, 2010 The
judges had no problem awarding Best First Book to this accomplished verse novel. The text is a
memoir/history with strong political commentary. The author is a musician who is crossing over into
text. The text is accompanied by a music CD with tracks to be played as the reader moves through
the novel, and the music itself is varied in scope and of production standard just the kind of
cross-over project that IP is looking for. Mature in vision and evocative emotionally, this is
page-turning verse that should find a wide audience. The Taste of Apple is about turning the soil of
life's hard garden. With flair for character and setting, Laidler goes to the core of adolescence that
painful negotiation of class, culture and of the cracks that appear as family secrets. This is a
polished vision, a story of heart told through a language rich for the senses. Accompanied by lush
audio tracks, Laidler emerges as both a talented writer and spoken word artist. An impressive debut
that is ripe for the picking.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: My Story Kamala Das, 2011-03-15 First published
in Malayalam in 1973, My Story, Kamala Das' sensational autobiography, shocked readers with its
total disregard for mindless conventions and its fearless articulation of a subject still considered
taboo. Depicting the author's intensely personal experiences in her passage to womanhood and
shedding light on the hypocrisies that informed traditional society, this memoir was far ahead of its
time and is now acknowledged as a bona fide masterpiece.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: The Routledge Handbook of Stylistics Michael
Burke, 2017-11-27 The Routledge Handbook of Stylistics provides a comprehensive introduction and
reference point to key areas in the field of stylistics. The four sections of the volume encompass a



wide range of approaches from classical rhetoric to cognitive neuroscience and cover core issues
that include: historical perspectives centring on rhetoric, formalism and functionalism the elements
of stylistic analysis that include the linguistic levels of foregrounding, relevance theory, conversation
analysis, narrative, metaphor, speech acts, speech and thought presentation and point of view
current areas of ‘hot topic’ research, such as cognitive poetics, corpus stylistics and feminist/critical
stylistics emerging and future trends including the stylistics of multimodality, creative writing,
hypertext fiction and neuroscience Each of the thirty-two chapters provides: an introduction to the
subject; an overview of the history of the topic; an analysis of the main current and critical issues; a
section with recommendations for practice, and a discussion of possible future trajectory of the
subject. This handbook includes chapters written by some of the leading stylistics scholars in the
world today, including Jean Boase-Beier, Joe Bray, Michael Burke, Beatrix Busse, Ronald Carter,
Billy Clark, Barbara Dancygier, Catherine Emmott, Charles Forceville, Margaret Freeman,
Christiana Gregoriou, Geoff Hall, Patrick Colm Hogan, Lesley Jeffries, Marina Lambrou, Michaela
Mahlberg, Rocio Montoro, Nina Nørgaard, Dan Shen, Michael Toolan and Sonia Zyngier. The
Routledge Handbook of Stylistics is essential reading for researchers, postgraduates and
undergraduate students working in this area.
  analysis of the applicant by sylvia plath: Giving Up Jillian Becker, 2003-05-12 Giving Up is
Jillian Becker's intimate account of her brief but extraordinary time with Sylvia Plath during the
winter of 1963, the last months of the poet's life. Abandoned by Ted Hughes, Sylvia found
companionship and care in the home of Becker and her husband, who helped care for the estranged
couple's two small children while Sylvia tried to rest. In clear-eyed recollections unclouded by the
intervening decades, Becker describes the events of Sylvia's final days and suicide: her physical and
emotional state, her grief over Hughes's infidelity, her mysterious meeting with an unknown
companion the night before her suicide, and the harsh aftermath of her funeral. Alongside this tragic
conclusion is a beautifully rendered portrait of a friendship between two very different women.
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