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Analysis of "Colossus" by Sylvia Plath:
Deconstructing the Father-Daughter Dynamic and
Poetic Power

Introduction:

Sylvia Plath's "Colossus," a visceral and unsettling poem, transcends its
autobiographical roots to explore themes of power, dependence, and the
enduring impact of the father-daughter relationship. This in-depth analysis
delves into the poem's complex imagery, symbolism, and metaphorical language
to unravel its multifaceted meaning. We'll explore the poem's structure,
Plath's masterful use of language, and the lasting implications of its
central metaphor: the colossal, decaying father figure. Prepare to embark on
a journey into the dark heart of Plath's powerful and enduring work. This
post offers a comprehensive analysis of "Colossus," covering its key themes,
literary devices, and lasting significance in Plath's oeuvre and beyond.

I. The Colossus as Metaphor: A Crumbling Patriarchal Power

The poem's title immediately establishes its central image: the Colossus, a
monumental but decaying statue representing Plath's father, Otto Plath, a
prominent entomologist who died when she was eight. This isn't simply a
literal representation; the Colossus embodies patriarchal authority,
intellectual prowess, and the suffocating weight of expectation. Its decay
signifies not only physical death but also the crumbling of a patriarchal
system that Plath finds both oppressive and ultimately unsustainable. The
Colossus is magnificent but ultimately hollow, suggesting the emptiness at
the heart of such dominating figures. The poem's imagery emphasizes the
colossal's physical deterioration – "a broken doll," "his mouth a crater," –
reflecting the disintegration of the idealized father figure in Plath's mind.
This decay mirrors Plath's own struggle to escape his shadow and forge her
own identity.

II. The Daughter's Entrapment and Struggle for Independence

Plath uses vivid imagery to portray the daughter's position within this
colossal framework. She's initially presented as diminutive, overshadowed and
almost consumed by the immense figure of the father. Phrases like "I have
been his daughter," suggest a passive role, a sense of being defined solely
by her relationship to him. However, the poem doesn't depict passive



acceptance. The speaker actively engages with the Colossus, both physically
and emotionally. She describes scaling its decaying form, a dangerous and
arduous task symbolic of her struggle to break free from the constraints of
his legacy. This act of climbing, while dangerous, also embodies a defiant
spirit, a refusal to be simply defined by the father's imposing presence.

III. Language and Imagery: A Masterclass in Poetic Precision

Plath's mastery of language is crucial to the poem's impact. She employs
stark and often disturbing imagery, effectively conveying the emotional
turmoil at the heart of the poem. The description of the Colossus's decaying
body – "his foot, a crumbling cake of mud" – is both grotesque and strikingly
powerful, leaving a lasting impression on the reader. The repeated use of
metaphors, particularly those relating to decay and disintegration,
consistently emphasizes the irreversible nature of loss and the difficulty of
escaping the father's overwhelming presence. The poem's rhythm and meter,
too, contribute to its power, shifting and evolving to mirror the speaker's
emotional state.

IV. The Theme of Inheritance and Legacy

"Colossus" grapples with the complex issue of inheritance, both tangible and
intangible. The daughter inherits not only the physical legacy of the
Colossus (his belongings, his memory) but also the emotional burden of his
influence. The poem explores how the father's legacy continues to shape the
daughter's life, even after his death. The speaker's struggle to escape this
legacy underscores the enduring power of familial relationships and the
challenges involved in establishing an independent identity. The poem
suggests that severing these ties is not a clean break, but a messy, ongoing
process of grappling with the past.

V. Exploring the Psychological Dimensions of the Poem

Beyond the father-daughter dynamic, "Colossus" offers insights into the
psychological complexities of trauma and grief. The poem's dark tone and
vivid imagery suggest a deep-seated struggle with loss and the lasting
effects of a traumatic childhood experience. The act of engaging with the
decaying Colossus can be interpreted as a form of working through this
trauma, a process of confronting and ultimately attempting to overcome the
past. The poem's fragmented structure and shifting perspective mirror the
fragmented and complex nature of memory and emotional processing.

VI. The Poem's Lasting Significance

"Colossus" remains a powerful and relevant poem today due to its exploration
of universal themes. The struggle for independence, the impact of patriarchal
structures, and the lasting influence of familial relationships resonate



deeply with readers across generations. The poem's unflinching honesty and
raw emotional power continue to inspire and challenge, reminding us of the
enduring power of poetry to explore the complexities of the human experience.
Its impact extends beyond literary circles, influencing discussions on
feminism, familial relationships, and the psychological impact of loss and
trauma.

VII. Conclusion: A Legacy of Strength and Resilience

While "Colossus" is a poem steeped in darkness and despair, it ultimately
speaks to a profound resilience. The speaker's act of confronting and
engaging with the decaying Colossus is an act of defiance, a refusal to be
defined by the shadow of the past. The poem's enduring power lies in its
honesty, its exploration of difficult truths, and its ultimate testament to
the human capacity for resilience and self-discovery. It is a poem that
continues to resonate because it confronts difficult themes with raw,
visceral power, and ultimately offers a glimmer of hope amidst the darkness.

Outline of "Analysis of Colossus by Sylvia Plath"

I. Introduction: Hooks the reader, provides an overview of the analysis.

II. Main Chapters:
The Colossus as Metaphor: Explores the symbolic representation of the father
figure.
The Daughter's Entrapment and Struggle for Independence: Analyzes the
daughter's relationship to the Colossus.
Language and Imagery: Discusses Plath's masterful use of language and
imagery.
The Theme of Inheritance and Legacy: Examines the inheritance both physical
and emotional.
Exploring the Psychological Dimensions: Delves into the psychological
implications of the poem.
The Poem's Lasting Significance: Discusses the poem’s continuing relevance.

III. Conclusion: Summarizes the analysis and highlights the poem's enduring
impact.

(The detailed analysis of each point is provided above in the main body of
the article.)

FAQs

What is the central metaphor in Sylvia Plath's "Colossus"? The central1.
metaphor is the Colossus itself, representing the overwhelming and



decaying figure of the father.

How does the poem depict the relationship between the daughter and1.
father? The poem depicts a complex and fraught relationship, showcasing
the daughter's struggle for independence from the father's imposing
presence.

What are the key themes explored in "Colossus"? Key themes include the1.
father-daughter dynamic, patriarchal power, loss, grief, independence,
and the struggle to escape the past.

What literary devices does Plath use in "Colossus"? Plath uses powerful1.
imagery, metaphors, symbolism, and a shifting rhythm and meter to create
the poem's impact.

How does the poem's imagery contribute to its meaning? The stark and1.
often disturbing imagery effectively conveys the emotional turmoil and
the decaying nature of the father figure and the patriarchal structure.

What is the significance of the Colossus's decay? The decay symbolizes1.
the crumbling of patriarchal power, the disintegration of the idealized
father figure, and the speaker's struggle to escape his influence.

What is the poem's overall tone? The overall tone is dark, visceral, and1.
unsettling, reflecting the emotional intensity of the poem's themes.

Why is "Colossus" still considered a significant poem today? It1.
continues to resonate due to its exploration of universal themes that
remain relevant across generations, including familial relationships,
patriarchal structures, and the struggle for independence.



What is the significance of the daughter's actions in the poem? The1.
daughter's actions of scaling and engaging with the Colossus represent
her struggle to confront and ultimately escape the legacy of her father.

Related Articles:

Sylvia Plath's Life and Influences: Explores Plath's biography and how1.
her life experiences shaped her poetry.

Feminist Interpretations of Sylvia Plath's Poetry: Examines feminist1.
perspectives on Plath's work and themes of female identity.

The Use of Imagery in Sylvia Plath's "Daddy": A comparative analysis1.
focusing on imagery within another iconic Plath poem.

Symbolism in Sylvia Plath's "Lady Lazarus": Examines the symbolic1.
elements in another powerful Plath poem about rebirth and death.

Comparing "Colossus" and "Daddy": Analyzes similarities and differences1.
between two of Plath's most famous poems.

The Psychological Aspects of Sylvia Plath's Poetry: Discusses the1.
psychological underpinnings of her work and its exploration of mental
health.

An Introduction to Confessional Poetry: Places Plath within the broader1.
context of the Confessional poetry movement.

The Impact of Sylvia Plath on Contemporary Poetry: Explores Plath’s1.



lasting influence on subsequent generations of poets.

Teaching Sylvia Plath in the Classroom: Offers strategies and resources1.
for educators teaching Plath’s work.

  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Colossus Sylvia Plath, 1972 The Colossus was
Sylvia Plath's first published volume of poetry. 'She steers clear of feminine charm, deliciousness,
gentility, supersensitivity and the act of being poetess. She simply writes good poetry. And she does
so with a seriousness that demands only that she be judged equally seriously . . . There is an
admirable no-nonsense air about this; the language is bare but vivid and precise, with a
concentration that implies a good deal of disturbance with proportionately little fuss.' A. Alvarez in
the Observer
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath's Selected Poems Sylvia Plath, Ted
Hughes, 1985 Sylvia Plath is one of the defining voices in twentieth-century poetry. This classic
selection of her work, made by her former husband Ted Hughes, provides the perfect introduction to
this most influential of poets. The poems are taken from Sylvia Plath's four collections Ariel, The
Colossus, Crossing the Water and Winter Trees, and include many of her most celebrated works,
such as 'Daddy', 'Lady Lazarus' and 'Wuthering Heights'.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Crossing The Water Sylvia Plath, 2016-11-15
Crossing the Water, a collection of poems written just prior to those in Ariel, . . . is of immense
importance in recording [Plath's] extraordinary development. One senses on every page a voice
coming into its own, the chaos of a lifetime at last getting ready to assume its final, triumphant
shape. — Kirkus Reviews Sylvia Plath's extraordinary collection pushes the envelope between dark
and light, between our deep passions and desires that are often in tension with our duty to family
and society. Water becomes a metaphor for the surface veneer that many of us carry, but Plath
explores how easily this surface can be shaken and disturbed.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Beginnings Annie Dillard, Sylvia Plath, Carl
Sandburg, 1989 All life has new beginnings--especially natural life.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Red Comet Heather Clark, 2020-10-27 PULITZER
PRIZE FINALIST • The highly anticipated biography of Sylvia Plath that focuses on her remarkable
literary and intellectual achievements, while restoring the woman behind the long-held myths about
her life and art. “One of the most beautiful biographies I've ever read. —Glennon Doyle, author of #1
New York Times Bestseller, Untamed With a wealth of never-before-accessed materials, Heather
Clark brings to life the brilliant Sylvia Plath, who had precocious poetic ambition and was an
accomplished published writer even before she became a star at Smith College. Refusing to read
Plath’s work as if her every act was a harbinger of her tragic fate, Clark considers the sociopolitical
context as she thoroughly explores Plath’s world: her early relationships and determination not to
become a conventional woman and wife; her troubles with an unenlightened mental health industry;
her Cambridge years and thunderclap meeting with Ted Hughes; and much more. Clark’s clear-eyed
portraits of Hughes, his lover Assia Wevill, and other demonized players in the arena of Plath’s
suicide promote a deeper understanding of her final days. Along with illuminating readings of the
poems themselves, Clark’s meticulous, compassionate research brings us closer than ever to the
spirited woman and visionary artist who blazed a trail that still lights the way for women poets the
world over.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of



Humanities Harold Bloom, 2007 A collection of essays on poet Sylvia Plath's life and work.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Ariel Sylvia Plath, 2013 Ariel (1965) contains many
of Sylvia Plath's best-known poems written in an extraordinary burst of creativity just before her
death in 1963, including 'Lady Lazarus', 'Edge', 'Daddy' and 'Paralytic'. The first of four collections
to be published by Faber & Faber, Ariel is the volume on which Sylvia Plath's reputation as one of
the most original, daring and gifted poets of the twentieth century rests. This beautiful hardback
reproduces the classic design of the first edition of a volume now recognised to be one of the most
shocking and iconic collections of poetry of the twentieth century. 'If the poems are despairing,
vengeful and destructive, they are at the same time tender, open to things, and also unusually
clever, sardonic, hardminded . . . They are works of great artistic purity and, despite all the nihilism,
great generosity . . . the book is a major literary event.' A. Alvarez in the Observer
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Ariel Sylvia Plath, 2014-10-21 A brilliant collection
of poetry by Sylvia Plath, one of America’s most famous and significant female authors. It is
characterized by deep, psychological introspection paired with ambiguous scenes and narratives.
This edition restores Plath’s selection and order of poems, eschewing her husband’s revisions in
favour of the author’s pure, unmodified vision. Random House of Canada is proud to bring you
classic works of literature in ebook form, with the highest quality production values. Find more
today and rediscover books you never knew you loved.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Susan Bassnett, 2017-03-16 Sylvia Plath
is one of the best-known and most widely-studied writers of the twentieth century. Since her death
in 1963, critics have presented different images of Plath: the 'suicidal' poet, the frustrated wife and
mother, the feminist precursor. In this lively and approachable introduction to the author's poetry,
Susan Bassnett offers a balanced view of Plath as one of the finest contemporary poets, and shows
the diversity of her work. Bassnett's refreshing perspective on the writer provides a welcome
alternative to the many studies which attempt endlessly to psychoanalyse Plath posthumously.
Bassnett argues that there can never be any definitive version of the Plath story, but, from close
readings of her texts, readers can discover the excitement of her diverse work. Plath is not viewed as
an author driven by a death wish, nor does the book focus on her suicide - instead, she is considered
in the cultural context in which she wrote, and viewed as a complex writer. Now thoroughly revised
and expanded in the light of recent research, the second edition of this essential text contains new
chapters and more close reading of the poetry. It concludes with an analysis of Ted Hughes' Birthday
Letters, a collection of poems which he wrote about his wife after her death.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Reads Sylvia Plath, 1992-02-14 Plath's
voice is lucid and precise, and the poetry is deeply intense in its reading and mood. The words
combined with the voice render stunning images of the inner self and the creative energy of Sylvia
Plath. BooklistIncludes: Leaving Early * Mushrooms * The Surgeon at Two A.M. * The Disquieting
Muses * Spinster * November Graveyard * A Plethora of Dyrads * The Lady and the Earthenware
Head * On the Difficulty of Conjuring Up a Dryad * On the Decline of Oracles * The Goring * Ouija *
Sculptor.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Cambridge Introduction to Sylvia Plath Jo
Gill, 2008-09-11 Sylvia Plath is widely recognized as one of the leading figures in twentieth-century
Anglo-American literature and culture. Her work has constantly remained in print in the UK and US
(and in numerous translated editions) since the appearance of her first collection in 1960. Plath's
own writing has been supplemented over the decades by a wealth of critical and biographical
material. The Cambridge Introduction to Sylvia Plath provides an authoritative and comprehensive
guide to the poetry, prose and autobiographical writings of Sylvia Plath. It offers a critical overview
of key readings, debates and issues from almost fifty years of Plath scholarship, draws attention to
the historical, literary, national and gender contexts which frame her writing and presents informed
and attentive readings of her own work. This accessibly written book will be of great use to students
beginning their explorations of this important writer.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Steven Gould Axelrod, 1992-03-01 A



biography of the imagination, this book meditates on Sylvia Plath's struggle for voice. It combines
the rhetoric of psychoanalysis with the rhetoric of literary criticism, assuming with Freud that the
self may be read as a text and with Robert Lowell that a text may become 'by a wild extended figure
of speech, something living ... a person' ...--Ix (preface).
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Poetry of Sylvia Plath Claire Brennan, 2001
This collection of reviews of the writing of Sylvia Plath is arranged in sections on reviews of The
Colossus and Ariel, unifying strategies and early feminist readings of the 1970s, cultural and
historical readings, feminist and psychoanalytic strategies, and new directions. Brief excerpts by
nume
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Tim Kendall, 2001 Sylvia Plath was one
of the most gifted and innovative poets of the twentieth century, yet serious study of her work has
often been hampered by a fierce preoccupation with her life and death. Tim Kendall seeks to redress
the balance in his detailed and dispassionate examination of her poetry. Taking a roughly
chronological structure, he traces the unique nature of Plath's poetic gift, finding - with reference to
Letters Home, The Bell Jar, The Journals and the stories and autobiographical reminiscences - an
essential unity in her inspiration, tracing the evolution of recurring themes and at the same time
exhibiting her accelerated development from the formal restraint of The Colossus through to the
ground-breaking techniques of Ariel. He shows that Plath was a poet constantly remaking herself,
experimenting with different styles, forms and subject matter.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Mary Ventura and The Ninth Kingdom Sylvia Plath,
2019-01-22 “[Plath’s] story is stirring, in sneaky, unexpected ways. . . . Look carefully and there’s a
new angle here — on how, and why, we read Plath today.”— Parul Sehgal, New York Times Never
before published, this newly discovered story by literary legend Sylvia Plath stands on its own and is
remarkable for its symbolic, allegorical approach to a young woman’s rebellion against convention
and forceful taking control of her own life. Written while Sylvia Plath was a student at Smith College
in 1952, Mary Ventura and The Ninth Kingdom tells the story of a young woman’s fateful train
journey. Lips the color of blood, the sun an unprecedented orange, train wheels that sound like
“guilt, and guilt, and guilt”: these are just some of the things Mary Ventura begins to notice on her
journey to the ninth kingdom. “But what is the ninth kingdom?” she asks a kind-seeming lady in her
carriage. “It is the kingdom of the frozen will,” comes the reply. “There is no going back.” Sylvia
Plath’s strange, dark tale of female agency and independence, written not long after she herself left
home, grapples with mortality in motion.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath Linda Wagner-Martin, 2013-04-15 This
set comprises 40 volumes covering 19th and 20th century European and American authors. These
volumes will be available as a complete set, mini boxed sets (by theme) or as individual volumes.
This second set compliments the first 68 volume set of Critical Heritage published by Routledge in
October 1995.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Your Own, Sylvia Stephanie Hemphill, 2008-12-10
On a bleak February day in 1963 a young American poet died by her own hand, and passed into a
myth that has since imprinted itself on the hearts and minds of millions. She was and is Sylvia Plath
and Your Own, Sylvia is a portrait of her life, told in poems. With photos and an extensive list of facts
and sources to round out the reading experience, Your Own, Sylvia is a great curriculum companion
to Plath's The Bell Jar and Ariel, a welcoming introduction for newcomers, and an unflinching
valentine for the devoted.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Unabridged Journals of Sylvia Plath Sylvia
Plath, 2007-12-18 The complete, uncensored journals of Sylvia Plath—essential reading for anyone
who has been moved and fascinated by the poet's life and work. A genuine literary event.... Plath's
journals contain marvels of discovery. —The New York Times Book Review Sylvia Plath's journals
were originally published in 1982 in a heavily abridged version authorized by Plath's husband, Ted
Hughes. This new edition is an exact and complete transcription of the diaries Plath kept during the
last twelve years of her life. Sixty percent of the book is material that has never before been made



public, more fully revealing the intensity of the poet's personal and literary struggles, and providing
fresh insight into both her frequent desperation and the bravery with which she faced down her
demons.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath: Drawings Sylvia Plath, Frieda
Hughes, 2013-11-05 A unique and invaluable collection of the young Sylvia Plath’s drawings from
important and formative years in her life: 1955-1957 Sylvia Plath: Drawings is a portfolio of
pen-and-ink illustrations created during the transformative period spent at Cambridge University,
when Plath met and secretly married poet Ted Hughes, and traveled with him to Paris and Spain on
their honeymoon, years before she wrote her seminal work, The Bell Jar. Throughout her life, Sylvia
Plath cited art as her deepest source of inspiration. This collection sheds light on these key years in
her life, capturing her exquisite observations of the world around her. It includes Plath’s drawings
from England, France, Spain, and New England, featuring such subjects as Parisian rooftops, trees,
and churches, as well as a portrait Ted Hughes. Sylvia Plath: Drawings includes letters and diary
entries that add depth and context to the great poet’s work, as well as an illuminating introduction
by her daughter, Frieda Hughes.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking Nephie
Christodoulides, 2021-11-15 Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking delves deeply into the notion of
motherhood in Sylvia Plath’s work in order to redeem Plath from the one-dimensional role assigned
to her of the suicidal, father-obsessed poet. Written from the theoretical perspective of Julia
Kristeva’s theory of subject formation, the book focuses on Plath’s baby poems in which mother
figures are seen as subjects-in-process oscillating between authentication and non-authentication in
motherhood. Furthermore, since the mother is always a daughter, part of the discussion centers on
Plath’s daughterhood poetry in which daughter figures are engaged in an endless struggle to release
themselves from a suffocating maternal hold and achieve their own linguistic individuation. Finally
Plath’s works for children, The Bed Book, The-It-Doesn’t-Matter Suit, “Mrs. Cherry’s Kitchen”, as
well as her fairy tale poems, largely ignored until now, are read as manifestations of the self’s
regressive journey to “once below a time” to grasp an elusive pre-symbolic organization and take
signification back to infancy. The book makes extensive use of Plath’s drafts, mainly of the Ariel
poems, her recycled materials, annotated books from her personal library, published and
unpublished material from The Lilly Library Archive, The Mortimer Rare Book Room, and The Ted
Hughes Archive in Emory.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Unraveling Archive Anita Plath Helle, 2007 A
collection of eleven essays on Plath's writing with the archive as its informing matrix.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Dialogue Over a Ouija Board Sylvia Plath, 1981
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Johnny Panic and the Bible of Dreams Sylvia Plath,
2016-11-15 What I fear most, I think, is the death of the imagination. . . . If I sit still and don't do
anything, the world goes on beating like a slack drum, without meaning. We must be moving,
working, making dreams to run toward; The poverty of life without dreams is too horrible to
imagine. — Sylvia Plath, Cambridge Notes (From Notebooks, February 1956) Renowned for her
poetry, Sylvia Plath was also a brilliant writer of prose. This collection of short stories, essays, and
diary excerpts highlights her fierce concentration on craft, the vitality of her intelligence, and the
yearnings of her imagination. Featuring an introduction by Plath's husband, the late British poet Ted
Hughes, these writings also reflect themes and images she would fully realize in her poetry. Johnny
Panic and the Bible of Dreams truly showcases the talent and genius of Sylvia Plath.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Winter Trees Sylvia Plath, 2017-10-03 The poems in
Winter Trees were written in the last nine months of Sylvia Plath's life, and form part of the group
from which the Ariel poems were chosen. They reveal the poet at the height of her creative powers,
exhibiting the startling imagery and dramatic play for which she became known. Published
posthumously in 1971, this valuable collection finds its place alongside The Colossus and Ariel in the
oeuvre of a singular talent.'Nearly all the poems here have the familiar Plath daring, the same feel of
bits of frightened, vibrant, indignant consciousness translated instantly into words and images that



blend close, experienced horror and icy, sardonic control.' New Statesman'A book that anyone
seriously interested in poetry now must have . . . Sylvia Plath's immense gift is evident throughout.'
Guardian
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Ariel's Gift Erica Wagner, 2016-08-08 Erica Wagner
provides a comprehensive guide to the poems that must constitute one of the most extraordinary and
powerful volumes published in the last century. When Ted Hughes's Birthday Letters was published
in 1998, it was greeted with astonishment and acclaim. Few suspected that Ted Hughes had been at
work, for a quarter of a century, on a cycle of poems addressed almost entirely to his first wife, the
American poet Sylvia Plath. In Ariel's Gift, Erica Wagner offers a commentary on the poems,
pointing the reader towards the events that shaped them, and, crucially, showing how they draw
upon Plath's own work.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Other Sylvia Plath Tracy Brain, 2014-07-22
Despite being widely studied on both undergraduate and postgraduate courses the writing of Sylvia
Plath has been relatively neglected in relation to the attention given to her life and what drove her to
suicide. Tracy Brain aims to remedy this by introducing completely new approaches to Plath's
writing, taking the studies away from the familiar concentration to reveal that Plath as a writer was
concerned with a much wider range of important cultural and political topics. Unlike most of the
existing literary criticism it shifts the focus away from biographical readings and encompasses the
full range of Plath's poetry, prose, journals and letters using a variety of critical methods.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert Lowell,
2007-10-16 Robert Lowell, with Elizabeth Bishop, stands apart as the greatest American poet of the
latter half of the twentieth century—and Life Studies and For the Union Dead stand as among his
most important volumes. In Life Studies, which was first published in 1959, Lowell moved away from
the formality of his earlier poems and started writing in a more confessional vein. The title poem of
For the Union Dead concerns the death of the Civil War hero (and Lowell ancestor) Robert Gould
Shaw, but it also largely centers on the contrast between Boston's idealistic past and its debased
present at the time of its writing, in the early 1960's. Throughout, Lowell addresses
contemporaneous subjects in a voice and style that themselves push beyond the accepted forms and
constraints of the time.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Study Guide to The Bell Jar and Other Works by
Sylvia Plath Intelligent Education, 2020-06-28 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth
explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works by Sylvia Plath, who at an early age won prizes
for her poetry. Titles in this study guide include The Bell Jar, Two Views of a Cadaver Room, Night
Shift, Disquieting Muses, Spinster, Crossing the Water, and The Bee Poems. As a collection of
fiction, short stories, and poetry of the late- twentieth-century, Plath’s work was largely biographical
and confessional as she wrote through her depression and other tragic circumstances. Moreover,
critics praised her use of literary devices such as imagery, meter, and voice. This Bright Notes Study
Guide explores the context and history of Plath’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly
explore the reasons they have stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide
contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section
and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an
in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary,
historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper
in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for further
research.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Claiming Sylvia Plath Marianne Egeland,
2013-02-14 Over the years, Sylvia Plath has come to inhabit a contested area of cultural production
with other ambiguous authors between the highbrow, the middlebrow, and the popular. Claiming
Sylvia Plath is a critical and comprehensive reception study of what has been written about Plath
from 1960 to 2010. Academic and popular interest in her seems incessant, verging on a public
obsession. The story of Sylvia Plath is not only the story of a writer and her texts, but also of the



readers who have tried to make sense of her life and work. A religious tone and a rhetoric of
accountability dominate among the devoted. Questing for the real or true Sylvia, they share a sense
of posessiveness towards outsiders or those who deviate from what they see as a correct approach to
the poet. In order to offer a new and more nuanced perspective on Plath’s public image, the
reception has been organized into interpretive communities composed of critics, feminists,
biographers, psychologists, and friends. Pertinent questions are raised about how the poet functions
as an excemplary figure, and how – and by whom – she is used to further theories, politics, careers,
and a number of other causes. Ethical issues and rhetorical strategies consequently loom high in
Claiming Sylvia Plath. The book may be employed both as a guide to the massive body of Plath
literature and as a history of a changing critical doxa. Why Sylvia Plath has been serviceable to so
many and open to colonization is another way of asking why she keeps on fascinating all kinds of
readers worldwide. Claiming Sylvia Plath suggests a host of possible answers. It includes an
extensive Plath bibliography.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Letters of Sylvia Plath Volume 1 Sylvia Plath,
2017-10-17 A major literary event: the first volume in the definitive, complete collection of the
letters of Sylvia Plath—most never before seen. One of the most beloved poets of the modern age,
Sylvia Plath continues to inspire and fascinate the literary world. While her renown as one of the
twentieth century’s most influential poets is beyond dispute, Plath was also one of its most
captivating correspondents. The Letters of Sylvia Plath is the breathtaking compendium of this
prolific writer’s correspondence with more than 120 people, including family, friends,
contemporaries, and colleagues. The Letters of Sylvia Plath includes her correspondence from her
years at Smith, her summer editorial internship in New York City, her time at Cambridge, her
experiences touring Europe, and the early days of her marriage to Ted Hughes in 1956. Most of the
letters are previously unseen, including sixteen letters written by Plath to Hughes when they were
apart after their honeymoon. This magnificent compendium also includes twenty-seven of Plath’s
own elegant line drawings taken from the letters she sent to her friends and family, as well as
twenty-two previously unpublished photographs. This remarkable, collected edition of Plath’s letters
is a work of immense scholarship and care, presenting a comprehensive and historically accurate
text of the known and extant letters that she wrote. Intimate and revealing, this masterful
compilation offers fans and scholars generous and unprecedented insight into the life of one of our
most significant poets.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: The Journals of Sylvia Plath Sylvia Plath, 2013-01-16
The electrifying diaries that are essential reading for anyone moved and fascinated by the life and
work of one of America's most acclaimed poets. Sylvia Plath began keeping a diary as a young child.
By the time she was at Smith College, when this book begins, she had settled into a nearly daily
routine with her journal, which was also a sourcebook for her writing. Plath once called her journal
her “Sargasso,” her repository of imagination, “a litany of dreams, directives, and imperatives,” and
in fact these pages contain the germs of most of her work. Plath’s ambitions as a writer were urgent
and ultimately all-consuming, requiring of her a heat, a fantastic chaos, even a violence that burned
straight through her. The intensity of this struggle is rendered in her journal with an unsparing
clarity, revealing both the frequent desperation of her situation and the bravery with which she
faced down her demons.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Letters of Sylvia Plath Volume II Sylvia Plath,
2018-09-04 Sylvia Plath (1932-1963) was one of the writers that defined the course of
twentieth-century poetry. Her vivid, daring and complex poetry continues to captivate new
generations of readers and writers. In the Letters, we discover the art of Plath's correspondence.
Most has never before been published, and it is here presented unabridged, without revision, so that
she speaks directly in her own words. Refreshingly candid and offering intimate details of her
personal life, Plath is playful, too, entertaining a wide range of addressees, including family, friends
and professional contacts, with inimitable wit and verve. The letters document Plath's extraordinary
literary development: the genesis of many poems, short and long fiction, and journalism. Her



endeavour to publish in a variety of genres had mixed receptions, but she was never dissuaded.
Through acceptance of her work, and rejection, Plath strove to stay true to her creative vision.
Well-read and curious, she simultaneously offers a fascinating commentary on contemporary culture.
Leading Plath scholar Peter K. Steinberg and Karen V. Kukil, editor of The Journals of Sylvia Plath
1950-1962, provide comprehensive footnotes and an extensive index informed by their meticulous
research. Alongside a selection of photographs and Plath's own drawings, they masterfully
contextualise what the pages disclose. This selection of later correspondence witnesses Plath and
Hughes becoming major, influential contemporary writers, as it happened. Experiences recorded
include first books and other publications; teaching; committing to writing full-time; travels; making
professional acquaintances; settling in England; building a family; and buying a house. Throughout,
Plath's voice is completely, uniquely her own.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Giving Up Jillian Becker, 2003-05-12 Giving Up is
Jillian Becker's intimate account of her brief but extraordinary time with Sylvia Plath during the
winter of 1963, the last months of the poet's life. Abandoned by Ted Hughes, Sylvia found
companionship and care in the home of Becker and her husband, who helped care for the estranged
couple's two small children while Sylvia tried to rest. In clear-eyed recollections unclouded by the
intervening decades, Becker describes the events of Sylvia's final days and suicide: her physical and
emotional state, her grief over Hughes's infidelity, her mysterious meeting with an unknown
companion the night before her suicide, and the harsh aftermath of her funeral. Alongside this tragic
conclusion is a beautifully rendered portrait of a friendship between two very different women.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: A Journey Into the Red Eye Janice Markey, 1993
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Pleasures of the Game Austin Allen, 2016 A book
of deceptively playful poems, of sparkling surfaces that conceal dark undercurrents. Its subjects
include games of all kinds: from schoolyard Double Dutch to the chess match of love, from painters'
illusions to professional ice hockey, from the stratagems of spies to the life-and-death game we play
against the universe. Born in Middletown, C
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Bitter Fame Anne Stevenson, 1998 Though Plath
has become a modern legendary figure, this is the first fully informed account of her life as a poet.
With new material of all sorts, Stevenson recounts the struggle between fantasy and reality that
blessed the artist but placed a curse on the woman. Photos.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Sylvia Plath's Poetry Linda Wagner-Martin, 2007
This Reader's Guide is an ideal starting point for students wanting a clear introduction to Plath's life.
It studies her relationship with Ted Hughes and his influence on her poetry and its reception and
gives close guidance on reading her poetry focusing particularly on the most commonly studied
groups of poems. It includes a survey of Plath's critical reception and a guide to further reading.
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Decoding Sylvia Plath's Lady Lazarus Julia
Gordon-Bramer, 2017-10-23 Revised and expanded from the Fixed Stars Govern a Life: Decoding
Sylvia Plath system (2014, Stephen F. Austin State University Press), Decoding Sylvia Plath's Lady
Lazarus is an affordable, concise, comprehensive analysis of Plath's poem Lady Lazarus, written in a
playful spirit that brings Plath out of the ashes of mere depressive autobiography and into the
fascinating world of mysticism-in which Plath and her husband Ted Hughes had an intense interest.
See what the academics have missed for over 50 years. Explore Plath's Lady Lazarus and how it
perfectly aligns to reflect the mirrors of tarot and Qabalah, alchemy, mythology, history and the
world, astrology and astronomy, and the arts and humanities. Gordon-Bramer surprises us with
startling new insights and connections that, once seen, simply cannot be denied. She builds a strong
case that we have yet to recognize Plath for her real genius and that Plath remains as relevant as
ever. Back cover text: Lady Lazarus More than just a hot mess You get the sense already that Plath's
Lady Lazarus is a fierce, angry, feminist poem. But do you know why? Can you explain it beyond
your personal feeling or Plath's literal autobiography? Fans: Discover the parallel themes of the
Statue of Liberty, the abolitionist, the feminist, and other exciting facts within Lady Lazarus that
scholars have missed for over 50 years Poets & Writers: Judge for yourself how Lady Lazarus



includes themes of Emma Lazarus' poem The New Colossus, Sojourner Truth's Ain't I a Woman?, and
the Egyptian Book of the Dead's titles of Isis Students: Understand all themes and meanings beyond
the superficial; learn why Plath used Jewish and Holocaust references in Lady Lazarus, and
enlighten your classmates to Plath's higher goals Teachers: Save time with a complete class plan,
discussion questions and more Decoding Sylvia Plath's Lady Lazarus is the second in a series of
Decoding books presenting Plath in compelling, original context, interpreted by the Fixed Stars
Govern a Life: Decoding Sylvia Plath system, by author Julia Gordon-Bramer. What readers are
saying about the Decoding Sylvia Plath series: I am fascinated and intrigued by Julia
Gordon-Bramer's wildly and dizzyingly original readings of Sylvia Plath's poems. Not only does she
make me realize that I need to go back and read the poems again, she comes pretty close to
convincing me that I have really never read them at all. -Troy Jollimore, National Book Critics Circle
Award for Poetry, Guggenheim Fellowship for Creative Arts Recipient Julia Gordon-Bramer's
Decoding Sylvia Plath series presents the iconic poet in full three-dimensional view. Or
six-dimensional, if you prefer. This Sylvia Plath is far more than the depressive, suicidal drama
queen and father-hater depicted in easier accounts of the poet's life. Plath emerges as the genius's
genius. Ms. Bramer's tone adds enjoyment to her already rigorous and penetrating work. -Robert
Nazarene, founding editor, The American Journal of Poetry This is a friendly, conversational
approach so that students won't feel overwhelmed, and it talks about topics that other guides don't,
allowing students to make original, insightful commentary on the work. The study guide is a
worthwhile, useful investment for students. -Cathleen Allyn Conway, editor, Plath Profiles: An
Interdisciplinary Journal for Plath Studies # pages
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Some Poems Paul Klee, 1962
  analysis of the colossus by sylvia plath: Ariel by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Ariel with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Ariel by Sylvia
Plath, the author’s final collection of poetry, which was first published in 1965, two years after her
suicide. Many of the poems it contains were written in her final winter before her death, and the
collection as a whole explores subjects including mental illness, depression, motherhood, illness and
family relationships. This analysis features an outline of the overarching structure and key themes of
the collections, as well as a closer reading of the poems “Ariel”, “Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus” and
“Tulips”. Sylvia Plath was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known works are the novel The
Bell Jar (first published in 1963 under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas) and the poetry collection Ariel.
Find out everything you need to know about Ariel in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes
and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print
and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The
clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
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