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An Analysis of Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery":
Unpacking the Chilling Power of Tradition

Introduction:

Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery," a chilling short story published in 1948,
continues to resonate with readers today, sparking debate and analysis
decades after its initial publication. Its seemingly idyllic setting quickly
gives way to a horrifying ritual, leaving the reader questioning the nature
of tradition, conformity, and the inherent dangers of unquestioning
obedience. This in-depth analysis will delve into the story's multifaceted
layers, exploring its themes, symbolism, characters, and lasting impact. We
will unpack the unsettling atmosphere, the deceptive normalcy of the village,
and the chilling implications of the lottery itself, providing you with a
comprehensive understanding of this literary masterpiece. Prepare to revisit
"The Lottery" with a fresh perspective, uncovering the subtle nuances that
make it such a powerful and enduring work.

I. The Deceptive Allure of Normalcy: Setting the Stage for Horror

Jackson masterfully crafts a sense of unsettling normalcy in the opening
paragraphs. The description of the idyllic summer day, the casual
interactions between villagers, and the seemingly mundane preparations for
the lottery all contribute to a deceptive sense of peace. This carefully
constructed normalcy serves as a stark contrast to the brutal ritual that
unfolds, highlighting the insidious nature of ingrained societal violence.
The description of the children gathering stones, seemingly innocent at first
glance, foreshadows the horrifying climax, subtly building suspense and
amplifying the shock value of the story's ending. The familiar setting – a
seemingly ordinary small town – makes the brutal events all the more shocking
and unsettling. This technique underscores the potential for violence to
exist in even the most seemingly peaceful and ordinary communities.

II. Character Analysis: Exploring the Complicity of the Villagers

The characters in "The Lottery" aren't simply victims or perpetrators; they
represent a complex spectrum of human responses to tradition and authority.
Tessie Hutchinson, the victim, initially participates in the ritual without
question, only to cry foul when the lottery selects her. This highlights the
inherent hypocrisy of blindly following tradition until it directly affects
oneself. The other villagers, although aware of the lottery's brutality,
passively participate, demonstrating the power of societal pressure and the



fear of challenging established norms. Their collective silence and
acceptance underscore the danger of unquestioning conformity and the
potential for ordinary individuals to commit horrific acts in the name of
tradition. Even the children's active participation, gathering stones with
gleeful anticipation, illustrates the insidious nature of learned violence
and the transmission of harmful societal norms across generations.

III. Symbolism: Unpacking the Hidden Meanings within "The Lottery"

Jackson employs potent symbolism throughout the story, enriching its layers
of meaning. The lottery itself is a powerful symbol of blind faith in
tradition and the dangers of unquestioning adherence to societal norms, even
when those norms are brutal and unjust. The stones used to stone Tessie
represent the collective violence of the community, highlighting the
dehumanizing effect of mob mentality. The seemingly insignificant details,
such as the black box, which is old and worn, symbolize the age-old and
deeply rooted nature of the tradition, despite its inherent cruelty. The
setting of the summer day, a time typically associated with warmth and joy,
ironically juxtaposes the chilling events, underscoring the unexpected and
violent nature of the ritual. Each symbolic element contributes to the
story's overall message, enhancing its disturbing impact and leaving readers
to ponder the deeper implications.

IV. The Themes of Tradition, Conformity, and the Dangers of Blind Obedience

"The Lottery" is a potent exploration of several interconnected themes. The
destructive power of tradition is central, demonstrating how ingrained
customs can lead to brutal acts without critical examination. Conformity
plays a crucial role, as the villagers’ fear of deviating from the
established norm allows the ritual to continue. The story serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of blind obedience, showcasing how
individuals can participate in horrific acts simply because they are expected
to do so. The story highlights the importance of critical thinking and
questioning societal norms, even when those norms are deeply ingrained and
seemingly unshakeable.

V. Lasting Impact and Critical Reception:

Since its publication, "The Lottery" has generated considerable debate and
critical analysis. Its shocking ending and unsettling themes have sparked
numerous interpretations, making it a subject of ongoing study in literature
classes and critical discourse. Its enduring relevance stems from its
timeless exploration of the human capacity for violence and the dangers of
unquestioning conformity. The story serves as a stark reminder of the
importance of critical thinking and the need to question established norms,
even when those norms are deeply entrenched in tradition and seemingly
unchallengeable. Its power lies in its ability to confront readers with
uncomfortable truths about human nature and the potential for darkness to
exist even within the seemingly ordinary.



VI. Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of "The Lottery"

Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" is more than just a horror story; it is a
profound social commentary that continues to resonate with readers today. Its
chilling narrative serves as a powerful warning against the dangers of
unquestioning obedience, the destructive power of tradition, and the
insidious nature of societal conformity. By exploring the complexities of
human nature and the potential for violence within seemingly ordinary
communities, "The Lottery" remains a timeless and disturbing masterpiece,
prompting readers to confront their own complicity in maintaining harmful
societal norms. The story’s enduring legacy lies in its capacity to provoke
critical thought and inspire continued debate about the crucial importance of
questioning authority and challenging the status quo.
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Chapter 1: Analyzing the deceptive normalcy and the use of setting to create
suspense.
Chapter 2: Detailed character analysis, focusing on Tessie Hutchinson and the
other villagers.
Chapter 3: Unpacking the symbolism within the story (black box, stones,
summer setting).
Chapter 4: Exploring the major themes of tradition, conformity, and blind
obedience.
Chapter 5: Discussing the lasting impact and critical reception of the story.
Chapter 6: Concluding thoughts and the enduring relevance of "The Lottery."

(Detailed explanation of each chapter point is provided above in the main
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FAQs:

What is the main theme of "The Lottery"? The main theme explores the1.
dangers of unquestioning adherence to tradition and the potential for
violence when societal norms are blindly followed.

What is the significance of the black box? The black box symbolizes the1.
age-old, potentially corrupt, and unquestioned nature of the tradition
itself.



Why does Tessie Hutchinson react so strongly when her name is drawn?1.
Tessie's sudden outrage reveals the hypocrisy of blindly following
tradition until it directly impacts oneself.

What is the role of the children in the story? The children's1.
participation symbolizes the transmission of violence and harmful
societal norms across generations.

How does the setting contribute to the story's impact? The idyllic1.
summer setting creates a stark contrast with the brutal events,
amplifying the shock and horror.

What is the significance of the stones? The stones represent the1.
collective violence of the community and the dehumanizing effect of mob
mentality.

What makes "The Lottery" a timeless story? Its exploration of human1.
nature, conformity, and the dangers of blind obedience remains relevant
across different societies and eras.

How does Jackson use foreshadowing in the story? The children gathering1.
stones and the casual conversations foreshadow the violent climax.

What is the overall message of "The Lottery"? The story serves as a1.
cautionary tale about the dangers of blindly accepting tradition and the
importance of critical thinking.

Related Articles:

The Symbolism of Violence in Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery": A deep1.
dive into the symbolic representations of violence within the text.



Character Archetypes in "The Lottery": An examination of the different1.
character types and their roles in the narrative.

The Psychological Impact of Conformity in "The Lottery": Analyzing the1.
psychological pressures faced by the villagers.

Shirley Jackson's Life and Influences on "The Lottery": Exploring1.
Jackson's background and how it influenced her writing.

Comparing "The Lottery" to Other Dystopian Literature: Drawing parallels1.
between "The Lottery" and other works exploring societal control.

Feminist Interpretations of "The Lottery": Analyzing the story through a1.
feminist lens, focusing on gender roles and power dynamics.

The Use of Irony and Suspense in "The Lottery": Examining Jackson's1.
masterful use of literary techniques.

The Social Commentary in "The Lottery": Exploring the story's critique1.
of societal norms and blind acceptance.

Teaching "The Lottery" in the Classroom: Strategies and Activities:1.
Providing resources for educators on how to approach the story in a
classroom setting.

  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly
ordinary village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.



  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lottery and Other Stories Shirley Jackson,
1991
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Summer People Shirley Jackson, 1970
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Destructors , 2013 Description: Movie Press
Kits.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Lottery Patricia Wood, 2007-08-02 Money isn’t the
same as treasure, and IQ isn’t the same as smarts—An uplifting and joyous new novel hailed by
Jacqueline Mitchard as “solid gold.” Perry L. Crandall knows what it’s like to be an outsider. With an
IQ of 76, he’s an easy mark. Before his grandmother died, she armed Perry well with what he’d need
to know: the importance of words and writing things down, and how to play the lottery. Most
important, she taught him whom to trust-a crucial lesson for Perry when he wins the
multimillion-dollar jackpot. As his family descends, moving in on his fortune, his fate, and his few
true friends, he has a lesson for them: never, ever underestimate Perry Crandall.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: A Study Guide for Shirley Jackson's The Lottery
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for Shirley Jackson's The Lottery, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Let Me Tell You Shirley Jackson, 2015-08-04
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • From the renowned author of “The
Lottery” and The Haunting of Hill House, a spectacular volume of previously unpublished and
uncollected stories, essays, and other writings. Features “Family Treasures,” nominated for the
Edgar Award for Best Short Story Shirley Jackson is one of the most important American writers of
the last hundred years. Since her death in 1965, her place in the landscape of twentieth-century
fiction has grown only more exalted. As we approach the centenary of her birth comes this
astonishing compilation of fifty-six pieces—more than forty of which have never been published
before. Two of Jackson’s children co-edited this volume, culling through the vast archives of their
mother’s papers at the Library of Congress, selecting only the very best for inclusion. Let Me Tell
You brings together the deliciously eerie short stories Jackson is best known for, along with frank,
inspiring lectures on writing; comic essays about her large, boisterous family; and whimsical
drawings. Jackson’s landscape here is most frequently domestic: dinner parties and bridge,
household budgets and homeward-bound commutes, children’s games and neighborly gossip. But
this familiar setting is also her most subversive: She wields humor, terror, and the uncanny to
explore the real challenges of marriage, parenting, and community—the pressure of social norms,
the veins of distrust in love, the constant lack of time and space. For the first time, this collection
showcases Shirley Jackson’s radically different modes of writing side by side. Together they show
her to be a magnificent storyteller, a sharp, sly humorist, and a powerful feminist. This volume
includes a Foreword by the celebrated literary critic and Jackson biographer Ruth Franklin. Praise
for Let Me Tell You “Stunning.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “Let us now—at last—celebrate dangerous
women writers: how cheering to see justice done with [this collection of] Shirley Jackson’s
heretofore unpublished works—uniquely unsettling stories and ruthlessly barbed essays on domestic
life.”—Vanity Fair “Feels like an uncanny dollhouse: Everything perfectly rendered, but something
deliciously not quite right.”—NPR “There are . . . times in reading [Jackson’s] accounts of desperate
women in their thirties slowly going crazy that she seems an American Jean Rhys, other times when
she rivals even Flannery O’Connor in her cool depictions of inhumanity and insidious cruelty, and
still others when she matches Philip K. Dick at his most hallucinatory. At her best, though, she’s just
incomparable.”—The Washington Post “Offers insights into the vagaries of [Jackson’s] mind, which
was ruminant and generous, accommodating such diverse figures as Dr. Seuss and Samuel
Richardson.”—The New York Times Book Review “The best pieces clutch your throat, gently at first,
and then with growing strength. . . . The whole collection has a timelessness.”—The Boston Globe



“[Jackson’s] writing, both fiction and nonfiction, has such enduring power—she brings out the
darkness in life, the poltergeists shut into everyone’s basement, and offers them up, bringing wit and
even joy to the examination.”—USA Today “The closest we can get to sitting down and having a
conversation with . . . one of the most original voices of her generation.”—The Huffington Post
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, Brainerd Duffield,
1953
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Tooth Shirley Jackson, 2011-02-15 The
creeping unease of lives squandered and the bloody glee of lives lost is chillingly captured in these
five tales of casual cruelty by a master of the short story. Portraying insanity, disturbing encounters,
troubling children and a sinister lottery, Shirley Jackson's work has an unmatched power to unnerve
and unsettle.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Hangsaman Shirley Jackson, 2013-06-25 Shirley
Jackson's chilling second novel, based on her own experiences and an actual mysterious
disappearance Seventeen-year-old Natalie Waite longs to escape home for college. Her father is a
domineering and egotistical writer who keeps a tight rein on Natalie and her long-suffering mother.
When Natalie finally does get away, however, college life doesn’t bring the happiness she expected.
Little by little, Natalie is no longer certain of anything—even where reality ends and her dark
imaginings begin. Chilling and suspenseful, Hangsaman is loosely based on the real-life
disappearance of a Bennington College sophomore in 1946. For more than seventy years, Penguin
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than
1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Shirley Jackson Bernice M. Murphy, 2005-10-05
Shirley Jackson was one of America's most prominent female writers of the 1950s. Between 1948
and 1965 she published six novels, one best-selling story collection, two popular volumes of her
family chronicles and many stories, which ranged from fairly conventional tales for the women's
magazine market to the ambiguous, allusive, delicately sinister and more obviously literary stories
that were closest to Jackson's heart and destined to end up in the more highbrow end of the market.
Most critical discussions of Jackson tend to focus on The Lottery and The Haunting of Hill House. An
author of such accomplishment--and one so fully engaged with the pressures and preoccupations of
postwar America--merits fuller discussion. To that end, this collection of essays widens the scope of
Jackson scholarship with new writing on such works as The Road through the Wall and We Have
Always Lived in the Castle, and topics ranging from Jackson's domestic fiction to ethics, cosmology,
and eschatology. The book also makes newly available some of the most significant Jackson
scholarship published in the last two decades.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: With Stick and String Lon L. Emerick, 1998-10
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Intoxicated Shirley Jackson, 2014-03-06 A
terrifying short story from Shirley Jackson, the master of the macabre tale. Shirley Jackson's chilling
tales of creeping unease and random cruelty have the power to unsettle and terrify unlike any other.
When her story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so
horrified they sent her hate mail. It became known as one of the greatest short stories ever written.
Have you read her yet? 'Shirley Jackson's stories are among the most terrifying ever written' Donna
Tartt 'An amazing writer ... if you haven't read any of her short stories ... you have missed out on
something marvellous' Neil Gaiman 'Her stories are stunning, timeless - as relevant and terrifying
now as when they were first published ... 'The Lottery' is so much an icon in the history of the
American short story that one could argue it has moved from the canon of American
twentieth-century fiction directly into the American psyche, our collective unconscious' A. M. Homes
Shirley Jackson was born in California in 1916. When her short story The Lottery was first published
in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so horrified they sent her hate mail; it has since become



one of the greatest American stories of all time. Her first novel, The Road Through the Wall, was
published in the same year and was followed by five more: Hangsaman, The Bird's Nest, The
Sundial, The Haunting of Hill House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, widely seen as her
masterpiece. Shirley Jackson died in her sleep at the age of 48.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life Ruth
Franklin, 2016-09-27 Winner • National Book Critics Circle Award (Biography) Winner • Edgar
Award (Critical/Biographical) Winner • Bram Stoker Award (Nonfiction) A New York Times Notable
Book A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Pick of the Year Named one of the Best Books of the
Year by Entertainment Weekly, NPR, TIME, Boston Globe, NYLON, San Francisco Chronicle, Seattle
Times, Kirkus Reviews, and Booklist In this “thoughtful and persuasive” biography, award-winning
biographer Ruth Franklin establishes Shirley Jackson as a “serious and accomplished literary artist”
(Charles McGrath, New York Times Book Review). Instantly heralded for its “masterful” and
“thrilling” portrayal (Boston Globe), Shirley Jackson reveals the tumultuous life and inner darkness
of the literary genius behind such classics as “The Lottery” and The Haunting of Hill House. In this
“remarkable act of reclamation” (Neil Gaiman), Ruth Franklin envisions Jackson as “belonging to the
great tradition of Hawthorne, Poe and James” (New York Times Book Review) and demonstrates how
her unique contribution to the canon “so uncannily channeled women’s nightmares and
contradictions that it is ‘nothing less than the secret history of American women of her era’ ”
(Washington Post). Franklin investigates the “interplay between the life, the work, and the times
with real skill and insight, making this fine book a real contribution not only to biography, but to
mid-20th-century women’s history” (Chicago Tribune). “Wisely rescu[ing] Shirley Jackson from any
semblance of obscurity” (Lena Dunham), Franklin’s invigorating portrait stands as the definitive
biography of a generational avatar and an American literary genius.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: That Evening Sun William Faulkner, 2013-03-19
Quentin Compson narrates the story of his family’s African-American washerwoman, Nancy, who
fears that her husband will murder her because she is pregnant with a white-man’s child. The events
in the story are witnessed by a young Quentin and his two siblings, Caddy and Jason, who do not
fully understand the adult world of race and class conflict that they are privy to. Although primarily
known for his novels, William Faulkner wrote in a variety of formats, including plays, poetry, essays,
screenplays, and short stories, many of which are highly acclaimed and anthologized. Like his
novels, many of Faulkner’s short stories are set in fictional Yoknapatawapha County, a setting
inspired by Lafayette County, where Faulkner spent most of his life. His first short story collection,
These 13 (1931), includes many of his most frequently anthologized stories, including A Rose for
Emily, Red Leaves and That Evening Sun. HarperCollins brings great works of literature to life in
digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its
forms. Look for more titles in the HarperCollins short-stories collection to build your digital library.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Seven Types of Ambiguity William Empson, 1966
Examines seven types of ambiguity, providing examples of it in the writings of Shakespeare,
Wordsworth, and T.S. Eliot.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Consider This Chuck Palahniuk, 2020-01-07
Renowned, bestselling novelist Chuck Palahniuk takes us behind the scenes of the writing life, with
postcards from decades on the road and incredible examination of the power of fiction and the art of
storytelling. In this spellbinding blend of memoir and insight, bestselling author Chuck Palahniuk
shares stories and generous advice on what makes writing powerful and what makes for powerful
writing. With advice grounded in years of careful study and a keenly observed life, Palahniuk
combines practical advice and concrete examples from beloved classics, his own books, and a
kitchen-table MFA culled from an evolving circle of beloved authors and artists, with anecdotes,
postcards from the road, and much more. Clear-eyed, sensitive, illuminating, and knowledgeable,
Consider This is Palahniuk's love letter to stories and storytellers, booksellers and books themselves.
Consider it a classic in the making.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Last Hanna Jameson, 2020-02-18 This



propulsive post-apocalyptic thriller “in which Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None collides
with Stephen King’s The Shining” (NPR) follows a group of survivors stranded at a hotel as the world
descends into nuclear war and the body of a young girl is discovered in one of the hotel’s water
tanks. Jon thought he had all the time in the world to respond to his wife’s text message: I miss you
so much. I feel bad about how we left it. Love you. But as he’s waiting in the lobby of the L’Hotel
Sixieme in Switzerland after an academic conference, still mulling over how to respond to his wife,
he receives a string of horrifying push notifications. Washington, DC, has been hit with a nuclear
bomb, then New York, then London, and finally Berlin. That’s all he knows before news outlets and
social media goes black—and before the clouds on the horizon turn orange. Two months later, there
are twenty survivors holed up at the hotel, a place already tainted by its strange history of suicides
and murders. Jon and the rest try to maintain some semblance of civilization. But when he goes up to
the roof to investigate the hotel’s worsening water quality, he is shocked to discover the body of a
young girl floating in one of the tanks, and is faced with the terrifying possibility that there might be
a killer among the group. As supplies dwindle and tensions rise, Jon becomes obsessed with
discovering the truth behind the girl’s death. In this “brilliantly executed...chilling and
extraordinary” post-apocalyptic mystery, “the questions Jameson poses—who will be with you at the
end of the world, and what kind of person will you be?—are as haunting as the plot itself.” (Emily St.
John Mandel, nationally bestselling author of Station Eleven).
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Logical Reasoning Bradley Harris Dowden, 1993
This book is designed to engage students' interest and promote their writing abilities while teaching
them to think critically and creatively. Dowden takes an activist stance on critical thinking, asking
students to create and revise arguments rather than simply recognizing and criticizing them. His
book emphasizes inductive reasoning and the analysis of individual claims in the beginning, leaving
deductive arguments for consideration later in the course.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Advice to Writers Jon Winokur, 2000-05-09 In
Advice to Writers, Jon Winokur, author of the bestselling The Portable Curmudgeon, gathers the
counsel of more than four hundred celebrated authors in a treasury on the world of writing. Here
are literary lions on everything from the passive voice to promotion and publicity: James Baldwin on
the practiced illusion of effortless prose, Isaac Asimov on the despotic tendencies of editors, John
Cheever on the perils of drink, Ivan Turgenev on matrimony and the Muse. Here, too, are the secrets
behind the sleight-of-hand practiced by artists from Aristotle to Rita Mae Brown. Sagacious,
inspiring, and entertaining, Advice to Writers is an essential volume for the writer in every reader.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Inequality Trap William Watson, 2015-09-15
US President Barack Obama has called economic inequality the “defining issue of our time.” It has
inspired the “Occupy” movements, made a French economist into a global celebrity, and given us a
new expression – the “one percent.” But is our preoccupation with inequality really justified? Or
wise? In his new book, William Watson argues that focusing on inequality is both an error and a trap.
It is an error because much inequality is “good,” the reward for thrift, industry, and invention. It is a
trap because it leads us to fixate on the top end of the income distribution, rather than on those at
the bottom who need help most. In fact, if we respond to growing inequality by fighting capitalism
rather than poverty, we may end up both poorer and less equal. Explaining the complexities of
modern economics in a clear, accessible style, The Inequality Trap is the must-read rejoinder to the
idea that fighting inequality should be our top policy priority.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Harriet the Spy Louise Fitzhugh, 2021-11-09 Soon
to be an Apple TV+ animated series starring Golden Globe nominee Beanie Feldstein and Emmy
Award winner Jane Lynch, it's no secret that Harriet the Spy is a timeless classic that kids will love!
Harriet M. Welsch is a spy. In her notebook, she writes down everything she knows about everyone,
even her classmates and her best friends. Then Harriet loses track of her notebook, and it ends up in
the wrong hands. Before she can stop them, her friends have read the always truthful, sometimes
awful things she’s written about each of them. Will Harriet find a way to put her life and her
friendships back together? What the novel showed me as a child is that words have the power to



hurt, but they can also heal, and that it’s much better in the long run to use this power for good than
for evil.—New York Times bestselling author Meg Cabot
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, 1884
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansberry,
2011-11-02 Never before, in the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth of
Black people's lives been seen on the stage, observed James Baldwin shortly before A Raisin in the
Sun opened on Broadway in 1959. This edition presents the fully restored, uncut version of
Hansberry's landmark work with an introduction by Robert Nemiroff. Lorraine Hansberry's
award-winning drama about the hopes and aspirations of a struggling, working-class family living on
the South Side of Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of Black America—and changed
American theater forever. The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's poem Harlem,
which warns that a dream deferred might dry up/like a raisin in the sun. The events of every passing
year add resonance to A Raisin in the Sun, said The New York Times. It is as if history is conspiring
to make the play a classic.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Barn Burning William Faulkner, 1979 Reprinted
from Collected Stories of William Faulkner, by permission of Random House, Inc.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Meaning of Shakespeare, Volume 1 Harold
C. Goddard, 2009-02-15 In two magnificent and authoritative volumes, Harold C. Goddard takes
readers on a tour through the works of William Shakespeare, celebrating his incomparable plays and
unsurpassed literary genius.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Come Along with Me Shirley Jackson, 1968 Come
along with me -- Fourteen stories: Janice -- Tootie in peonage -- A cauliflower in her hair -- I know
who I love -- The beautiful stranger -- The summer people -- Island -- A visit -- The rock -- A day in the
jungle -- Pajama party -- Louisa, please come home -- The little house -- The bus -- Three lectures,
with two stories: Experience and fiction -- The night we all had grippe -- Biography of a story -- The
lottery -- Notes for a young writer.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley
Jackson, 1962 We Have Always Lived in the Castle is a deliciously unsettling novel about a perverse,
isolated, and possibly murderous family and the struggle that ensues when a cousin arrives at their
estate.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Refresh, Refresh Benjamin Percy, 2010-09-28 The
war in Iraq empties the small town of Tumalo, Oregon, of men—of fathers—leaving their sons to
fight among themselves. But the boys' bravado fades at home when, alone, they check e-mail again
and again for word from their fathers at the front. Often from fractured homes and communities, the
young men in these breathless stories do the unthinkable to prove to themselves—to everyone—that
they are strong enough to face the heartbreak in this world. Set in rural Oregon with the shadow of
the Cascade Mountains hanging over them, these stories bring you face-to-face with a mad bear, a
house with a basement that opens up into a cave, a nuclear meltdown that renders the Pacific
Northwest into a contemporary Wild West. Refresh, Refresh by Benjamin Percy is a bold, fiery, and
unforgettable collection that deals with vital issues of our time.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Witchcraft of Salem Village Shirley Jackson,
2011-02-02 Stories of magic, superstition, and witchcraft were strictly forbidden in the little town of
Salem Village. But a group of young girls ignored those rules, spellbound by the tales told by a
woman named Tituba. When questioned about their activities, the terrified girls set off a whirlwind
of controversy as they accused townsperson after townsperson of being witches. Author Shirley
Jackson examines in careful detail this horrifying true story of accusations, trials, and executions
that shook a community to its foundations.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Swimmer ,
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The Gift
of the Magi is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young husband



and wife and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with
very little money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been popular
for adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: SONNY S BLUES James Baldwin, George Kirby,
1970
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Cheater's Guide to Love Junot Diaz,
2019-10-17
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Private Demons Judy Oppenheimer, 1988 She
wrote one of the most memorable American short stories of the century, The Lottery, a chilling tale
that shocked the world when it was first published in 1948. To many, this haunting allegory
epitomizes the short story form. A deceptively simple, but ultimately tragic tale, the life of its author,
Shirley Jackson, echoes in every phrase. A brilliant writer, she was a woman of extreme
contradictions. Her extraordinarily complex life is revealed in this compelling biography of a creative
genius who left her indelible mark on the literature of our time. -- From publisher's description.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Life Among the Savages Shirley Jackson,
2020-05-05 In a hilariously charming domestic memoir, America’s celebrated master of terror turns
to a different kind of fright: raising children In her celebrated fiction, Shirley Jackson explored the
darkness lurking beneath the surface of small-town America. But in Life Among the Savages, she
takes on the lighter side of small-town life. In this witty and warm memoir of her family’s life in rural
Vermont, she delightfully exposes a domestic side in cheerful contrast to her quietly terrifying
fiction. With a novelist’s gift for character, an unfailing maternal instinct, and her signature humor,
Jackson turns everyday family experiences into brilliant adventures. Penguin Random House Canada
is proud to bring you classic works of literature in e-book form, with the highest quality production
values. Find more today and rediscover books you never knew you loved.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Minister's Black Veil Illustrated Nathaniel
Hawthorne, 2021-04-24 The Minister's Black Veil is a short story written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It
was first published in the 1832 edition of The Token and Atlantic Souvenir. It was also included in
the 1836 edition of The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, edited by Samuel Goodrich. It later appeared in
Twice-Told Tales, a collection of short stories by Hawthorne published in 1837.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: Shirley Jackson Collected Short Stories Shirley
Jackson, 2001 Presents three short stories by noted author, Shirley Jackson.
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lightness Emily Temple, 2020-06-11 ‘A
psychologically smart debut that swathes teen desire and friendship in mystery and mirth’ Observer
‘Like a twisted Malory Towers or maybe a cosmic version of ‘Heathers’’ Daily Mail ‘Funny,
whip-smart and transcendently wise’ Jenny Offill ‘The love child of Donna Tartt and Tana French’
Chloe Benjamin
  analysis of the lottery by shirley jackson: "Where are You Going, where Have You Been?"
Joyce Carol Oates, 1994 .
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