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An Analysis of Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace": A Deep

Dive into Fate, Desire, and Deception

Introduction:

Guy de Maupassant's "The Necklace" is more than just a captivating short story; it's a poignant

exploration of human nature, societal pressures, and the devastating consequences of unchecked

ambition. This in-depth analysis will dissect the narrative, exploring its thematic richness, character

development, and enduring relevance in contemporary society. We'll delve into the symbolism, irony,

and social commentary woven into Maupassant's masterful prose, offering a comprehensive

understanding of this classic work and its enduring appeal. Prepare to uncover the layers of meaning

hidden within this seemingly simple tale of lost jewelry and shattered dreams.

I. The Crushing Weight of Social Aspiration: Mathilde Loisel's Unrealistic Dreams

Mathilde Loisel, the story's protagonist, embodies the destructive power of unrealistic aspirations fueled

by societal pressures. Her dissatisfaction stems not from genuine poverty, but from a deep-seated

yearning for a social status she believes is beyond her reach. Maupassant masterfully portrays her

discontent, highlighting the corrosive effect of her envy towards the wealthy. This dissatisfaction isn't

simply a character flaw; it's a commentary on the social hierarchy of 19th-century France and the

unattainable ideals propagated by it. Her obsession with appearances and material possessions

ultimately leads to her downfall, demonstrating the dangers of prioritizing superficiality over substance.

We see this clearly in her reaction to the invitation to the ball – her focus is entirely on the clothes and

jewels she'll need to fit in, not on the actual social event.



II. The Symbolic Power of the Necklace: More Than Just Jewelry

The necklace itself transcends its literal value; it becomes a powerful symbol throughout the narrative.

Initially, it represents Mathilde's desperate desire for social acceptance and her belief that outward

appearances dictate worth. Its loss triggers a chain of events that drastically alter the course of her life,

highlighting the devastating consequences of her misplaced priorities. The irony lies in the fact that the

necklace, the object of her intense desire, ultimately leads to her ruin. The replacement necklace,

painstakingly acquired through years of backbreaking labor, reveals the true cost of chasing an illusion.

It's not just about material loss, but the loss of ten years of her life, sacrificed on the altar of social

climbing.

III. Irony and Foreshadowing: The Masterful Craft of Maupassant

Maupassant employs irony and foreshadowing with masterful precision. The initial description of

Mathilde's beauty and dissatisfaction subtly foreshadows her eventual downfall. The irony is potent: her

relentless pursuit of beauty and elegance leads to her physical and emotional devastation. The

narrative unfolds with a chilling inevitability, highlighting the consequences of her choices. The reader

anticipates the potential consequences of Mathilde's actions from the beginning, making the eventual

outcome all the more impactful. This technique enhances the story's tragic resonance, highlighting the

futility of her aspirations.

IV. Character Development: Exploring Mathilde's Transformation

Mathilde undergoes a significant transformation throughout the story. Initially, she is vain, superficial,

and consumed by her desire for social status. However, the loss of the necklace and the subsequent

years of hardship force her to confront the harsh realities of her life and the consequences of her

actions. This transformation isn't merely a change in circumstances; it's a profound shift in perspective.

She learns the hard way that true happiness doesn't reside in material possessions or social standing.

Her resilience in the face of adversity, though born from necessity, ultimately reveals a strength she

herself didn't know she possessed. This internal growth adds depth to the narrative, making her

character far more complex and relatable than a simple tragic figure.



V. Social Commentary: A Reflection of 19th-Century Society

"The Necklace" serves as a poignant commentary on the societal pressures and class disparities

prevalent in 19th-century France. Maupassant subtly critiques the superficiality and obsession with

appearances that characterized the era. The story highlights the unequal distribution of wealth and

opportunity, and the devastating impact it can have on individuals striving for social mobility. Mathilde's

struggles reflect the broader social realities of the time, making the story relevant even today, where

similar aspirations and pressures continue to exist. The narrative subtly exposes the hypocrisy of a

social system that values outward appearances over intrinsic worth.

VI. The Enduring Relevance of "The Necklace"

Despite being set in 19th-century France, the themes explored in "The Necklace" resonate powerfully

with contemporary audiences. The story's exploration of ambition, social pressure, and the deceptive

nature of appearances remains remarkably relevant in today's world. The obsession with social media

and the constant pressure to project a perfect image find parallels in Mathilde's relentless pursuit of

social status. This timeless quality makes the story a valuable text for understanding human nature

and the enduring power of societal influences. The enduring impact of "The Necklace" lies in its ability

to tap into fundamental human emotions and experiences that transcend time and culture.

VII. Conclusion:

"The Necklace" is a masterfully crafted short story that transcends its simple plot. Through its

exploration of ambition, social pressure, and the devastating consequences of unchecked desire, it

offers a profound commentary on human nature and the societal forces that shape our lives.

Maupassant’s skillful use of irony, symbolism, and character development creates a narrative that is

both captivating and thought-provoking, leaving a lasting impression long after the final page is turned.

The story serves as a cautionary tale, reminding us to prioritize genuine happiness and self-worth over

the fleeting allure of superficial success.



Outline of "An Analysis of The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant"

Introduction: Hook, overview of the analysis, and thesis statement.

Chapter 1: Mathilde's Social Aspiration: Examining Mathilde's discontent and the influence of societal

pressures.

Chapter 2: Symbolism of the Necklace: Analyzing the necklace as a symbol of desire, status, and

ultimately, ruin.

Chapter 3: Irony and Foreshadowing: Exploring Maupassant's masterful use of literary devices.

Chapter 4: Mathilde's Transformation: Tracing Mathilde's character development throughout the story.

Chapter 5: Social Commentary: Analyzing the story as a critique of 19th-century society.

Chapter 6: Enduring Relevance: Discussing the contemporary relevance of "The Necklace."

Conclusion: Summarizing key points and restating the thesis.

(Each chapter would then be expanded upon, as detailed in the preceding sections of this article.)

FAQs:

What is the central theme of "The Necklace"? The central theme revolves around the destructive1.

power of unrealistic ambition, societal pressures, and the deceptive nature of appearances.

What is the significance of the necklace's loss? The loss symbolizes the shattering of Mathilde's1.

illusions and the beginning of her long struggle to repay the debt.

How does Maupassant use irony in the story? Irony is used to highlight the disparity between1.



Mathilde's aspirations and her reality, and the ultimate consequences of her actions.

What is the story's social commentary? It criticizes the superficiality and class divisions of 19th-1.

century French society.

How does Mathilde change throughout the story? Mathilde transforms from a vain and1.

materialistic woman into a more resilient and understanding individual, though at a great

personal cost.

What is the significance of the ending? The ending underscores the tragic consequences of1.

Mathilde's choices and the futility of her pursuit of social status.

What literary devices does Maupassant use? He masterfully employs irony, symbolism,1.

foreshadowing, and character development.

Why is "The Necklace" still relevant today? Its exploration of ambition, social pressures, and the1.

pursuit of superficial success resonates deeply with contemporary audiences.



What is the overall tone of "The Necklace"? The overall tone is primarily tragic, highlighting the1.

devastating consequences of Mathilde's actions and the disillusionment she experiences.

Related Articles:

Symbolism in Guy de Maupassant's Short Stories: An exploration of recurring symbols and their1.

significance in Maupassant's work.

The Social Realism of Guy de Maupassant: A study of Maupassant's portrayal of social issues in2.

his writing.

A Comparative Analysis of Maupassant's Short Stories: A comparison of different stories,3.

focusing on recurring themes and stylistic choices.

The Influence of Naturalism on Guy de Maupassant's Writing: An examination of the naturalist4.

influences in "The Necklace" and other works.

Character Development in "The Necklace": A closer look at Mathilde's transformation and its5.

impact on the narrative.

Irony and Foreshadowing in French Literature: A broader analysis of these techniques, using6.

Maupassant as a case study.

The Role of Setting in "The Necklace": An analysis of how the setting contributes to the story's7.

overall meaning.

Themes of Deception and Illusion in "The Necklace": A detailed examination of the deceptive8.



nature of appearances in the story.

Literary Criticism of Guy de Maupassant: An overview of critical perspectives on Maupassant's9.

life and work.

  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant
(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2017-11-03 Unlock the more straightforward side of The
Necklace with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents
an analysis of The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant, a short story about a beautiful young woman
who despairs at her tedious lower-middle-class life and dreams of luxury and admiration. When she
and her husband are invited to an extravagant ball, it seems that her dreams are about to come true,
but then she loses an expensive borrowed necklace and her life is thrown into disarray. The
Necklace was first published in 1884, and has been a firm favourite with readers ever since. Guy de
Maupassant was one of France’s most celebrated short story writers, known in particular for the
realism of his writing and his surprise endings. Find out everything you need to know about The
Necklace in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A
complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The False Gems Guy De Maupassant,
2024-08-07 Immerse yourself in the ironic and thought-provoking tale of Guy De Maupassant's The
False Gems. This short story explores the life of a seemingly content couple, only for the husband to
discover a shocking truth after his wife's death. De Maupassant skillfully examines themes of
deception, materialism, and the unexpected twists of fate. De Maupassant masterfully crafts a
narrative filled with irony and subtle humor, leading readers through a journey of revelation and
reflection on the nature of happiness and illusion. His storytelling unveils the complexities of human
relationships and the sometimes-surprising truths that lie beneath the surface. The False Gems is a
captivating and ironic story, perfect for readers who appreciate tales with unexpected endings and
the brilliant prose of one of France's greatest literary figures.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: An Uncomfortable Bed Guy De Maupassant,
101-01-01 Experience the suspenseful and darkly humorous narrative of Guy De Maupassant's An
Uncomfortable Bed. This short story follows the unsettling and eerie events that unfold when a man
encounters a mysteriously uncomfortable bed. De Maupassant masterfully weaves themes of
paranoia, discomfort, and psychological tension into the narrative. De Maupassant excels at creating
a chilling atmosphere, blending humor with an underlying sense of dread. His storytelling offers a
gripping exploration of how a seemingly ordinary object can become the source of profound unease.
An Uncomfortable Bed is a captivating and eerie story, ideal for readers who enjoy dark humor and
psychological suspense in the masterful prose of one of France's greatest literary figures. -
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Clasp Sloane Crosley, 2015-10-06 Part
comedy of manners, part treasure hunt, the first novel from the writer whom David Sedaris calls



perfectly, relentlessly funny Kezia, Nathaniel, and Victor are reunited for the extravagant wedding of
a college friend. Now at the tail end of their twenties, they arrive completely absorbed in their own
lives—Kezia the second-in-command to a madwoman jewelry designer in Manhattan; Nathaniel the
former literary cool kid, selling his wares in Hollywood; and the Eeyore-esque Victor, just fired from
a middling search engine. They soon slip back into old roles: Victor loves Kezia. Kezia loves
Nathaniel. Nathaniel loves Nathaniel. In the midst of all this semi-merriment, Victor passes out in
the mother of the groom's bedroom. He wakes to her jovially slapping him across the face. Instead of
a scolding, she offers Victor a story she's never even told her son, about a valuable necklace that
disappeared during the Nazi occupation of France. And so a madcap adventure is set into motion,
one that leads Victor, Kezia, and Nathaniel from Miami to New York and L.A. to Paris and across
France, until they converge at the estate of Guy de Maupassant, author of the classic short story The
Necklace. Heartfelt, suspenseful, and told with Sloane Crosley's inimitable spark and wit, The Clasp
is a story of friends struggling to fit together now that their lives haven't gone as planned, of how to
separate the real from the fake. Such a task might be possible when it comes to precious stones, but
is far more difficult to pull off with humans.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Two Friends Guy de Maupassant, 1985-05
In the middle of war, two men go fishing in the river that runs through their village. They are
captured by the enemy; mistaken for spies, and shot.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Story Of An Hour Kate Chopin,
2014-04-22 Mrs. Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart condition, reflects on the death of her
husband from the safety of her locked room. Originally published in Vogue magazine, “The Story of
an Hour” was retitled as “The Dream of an Hour,” when it was published amid much controversy
under its new title a year later in St. Louis Life. “The Story of an Hour” was adapted to film in The
Joy That Kills by director Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS anthology called American
Playhouse. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format,
upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look
for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Maupassant and the American Short Story
Richard Fusco, 1994 Maupassant and the American Short Story isolates and develops more fully
than any previous study the impact of Maupassant's work on the writing of Ambrose Bierce, O.
Henry, Kate Chopin, and Henry James. It introduces a new perspective to assess their canons,
reviving the importance of many often-ignored stories and, in the cases of Maupassant and O. Henry,
reasserting the necessity of studying such writers to understand the history of the genre. An
important moment in the history of the short story occurred with the American misreading of
Maupassant's use of story structure. Before the turn of the century, Jonathan Sturges and others
published mostly surprise-inversion tales in translation. Especially inspiring Bierce and O. Henry,
this skewed sample implied to American writers that Maupassant constructed such plots exclusively.
Only a few writers, such as James and Chopin, both of whom read Maupassant in French,
appreciated his deft handling of form more fully. Their vision and the impact of Maupassant upon
their fiction was largely ignored by later generations of writers who preferred to associate
Maupassant and O. Henry with the trick ending story. This book details the origins and
consequences of this misperception. The book further contributes to the study of the short-story
genre. Through an adaptation of Aristotelian concepts, Richard Fusco proposes an original approach
to short-story structure, defining and developing seven categories of textual formulas: linear, ironic
coda, surprise-inversion, loop, descending helical, contrast, and sinusoidal. As a practitioner of all
these forms, Maupassant established his mastery of the genre. By studying his use of form, the book
asserts a major reason for his pivotal importance in the historical development of the short story.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Necklace and Other Short Stories
Maupassant Guy de, 2016-02-10 Opulence is sometimes deceiving“She removed the wraps from her
shoulders before the glass, for a final view of herself in her glory. Suddenly she uttered a cry. Her
necklace was not around...” - Guy de Maupassant, The Necklace Madame Mathilde Loisel is



displeased: she cannot go to a fancy party because she doesn’t have anything to wear. Her husband
tries to help her and gives her money to buy a new dress. She insists she also needs jewels so she
borrows a diamond necklace from her friend, Madame Jeanne Forestier. After the party, Mathilde
realizes that she lost the stunning necklace. ,This book has been professionally formatted for
e-readers and contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope you’ll
share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t wait to hear what you have to
say about it.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Bloom's Major Short Story Writers Set
Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of the Humanities Harold Bloom, 2005-09 Covering four to six
short stories, this title features: a user's guide; a biography of the short story writer; a list of
characters in each short story covered; thematic analysis of each short story; extracts from major
critical essays that discuss important aspects of each work; and, a biography of the writer's works.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight R. A.
Waldron, 1970 Chrysanthemum loves her name, until she starts going to school and the other
children make fun of it.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Horrible Guy De Maupassant,
2024-08-05 Experience the drama and consequences of political upheaval in Guy de Maupassant’s A
Coup D'etat, a narrative that explores the impact of political instability on individuals and society. In
The Horrible, Guy de Maupassant delves into the macabre and unsettling aspects of human nature.
The story examines themes of fear, cruelty, and the darker side of human behavior, presenting a
chilling narrative that explores the impact of these elements on individuals. Maupassant’s evocative
storytelling creates a gripping and haunting experience that reveals the unsettling truths lurking
beneath the surface of human interactions.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Woman Hollering Creek Sandra Cisneros,
2013-04-30 A collection of stories by Sandra Cisneros, the celebrated bestselling author of The
House on Mango Street and the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature. The lovingly drawn characters of these stories give voice to the vibrant and
varied life on both sides of the Mexican border with tales of pure discovery, filled with moments of
infinite and intimate wisdom.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: A Series of Unfortunate Events #4: The
Miserable Mill Lemony Snicket, 2009-10-13 NOW A NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES I hope, for your
sake, that you have not chosen to read this book because you are in the mood for a pleasant
experience. If this is the case, I advise you to put this book down instantaneously, because of all the
books describing the unhappy lives of the Baudelaire orphans, The Miserable Mill might be the
unhappiest yet. Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are sent to Paltryville to work in a lumber mill,
and they find disaster and misfortune lurking behind every log. The pages of this book, I'm sorry to
inform you, contain such unpleasantries as a giant pincher machine, a bad casserole, a man with a
cloud of smoke where his head should be, a hypnotist, a terrible accident resulting in injury, and
coupons. I have promised to write down the entire history of these three poor children, but you
haven't, so if you prefer stories that are more heartwarming, please feel free to make another
selection. With all due respect, Lemony Snicket
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Piece Of String Guy de Maupassant,
2021-11-11 Maitre Hauchecome spots a piece of string on the ground during his walk into town. As
he bends down to pick it up, he could never have imagined the chaos that would soon ensue. His
arch-nemesis Maitre Malandain is laying in wait. Hauchecome has walked straight into a trap
intended to demolish his reputation in one blow. The Piece of String is an atmospheric revenge tale
that portrays human nature, human cruelty, and malice that knows no limits. Guy de Maupassant
(1850-1893) was a French writer. Famed for being a master of the short story, he also wrote travel
books and occasionally dabbled in poetry. His stories mainly focus on the relationships between men
and women sitting at crossroads in their lives - whether personal or professional. His dramatic flair
is largely influenced by French novelist Gustave Flaubert and is perfect for fans of Anton Chekhov's



short stories. The most notable of the 300 short stories that he wrote include 'Bel Ami', 'Une Vie',
and 'The Dumpling'.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Best Short Stories Guy de Maupassant,
1996-03-27 New edition features 7 of the most popular tales of one of the greatest of all short-story
writers. Included are La Parure, Mademoiselle Fifi, La Maison Tellier, La Ficelle, Miss Harriet, Boule
de Suif and Le Horla, all reflecting Maupassant's intimate familiarity with Paris and the universality
of his creations.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Collected Stories of Guy de Maupassant
Guy de Maupassant, 1985
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22
The Gift of the Magi is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young
husband and wife and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each
other with very little money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been
popular for adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Man and the Snake Ambrose Bierce,
2024-06-13 »The Man and the Snake« is a short story by Ambrose Bierce, originally published in
1893. AMBROSE BIERCE [1842-1914] was an American author, journalist, and war veteran. He was
one of the most influential journalists in the United States in the late 19th century and alongside his
success as a horror writer he was hailed as a pioneer of realism. Among his most famous works are
The Devil's Dictionary and the short story »An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.«
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: A Family Affair Guy de Maupassant,
2016-03-31 This early work by Guy de Maupassant was originally published in the 1880's. Guy de
Maupassant was born in 1850 at the Château de Miromesnil, near Dieppe, France. He came from a
prosperous family, but when Maupassant was eleven, his mother risked social disgrace by trying to
secure a legal separation from her husband. After the split, Maupassant lived with his mother till he
was thirteen, and inherited her love of classical literature. In 1880, Maupassant published his first -
and, according to many, his best - short story, entitled 'Boule de Suif' ('Ball of Fat'). It was an instant
success. He went on to be extremely prolific during the 1880s, working methodically to produce up
to four volumes of short fiction every year. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back
to the 1900's and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing
these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Journeys Through Bookland Charles
Herbert Sylvester, 1909
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: THE LIFE WORK OF HENRI RENE GUY DE
MAUPASSANT HENRI RENE GUY DE MAUPASSANT, 1902
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Story of A Farm Girl Guy De
Maupassant, 2024-08-06 Explore themes of beauty and societal expectations in Guy de Maupassant’s
Mademoiselle Pearl, a narrative that offers a nuanced examination of personal identity and social
status through the intriguing character of Mademoiselle Pearl. In The Story of A Farm Girl, Guy de
Maupassant tells the poignant tale of a young farm girl navigating the challenges and hardships of
rural life. The narrative explores themes of innocence, resilience, and the struggles of growing up in
a difficult environment. Maupassant’s detailed and empathetic portrayal of the farm girl’s
experiences provides a touching and insightful look at her life and the broader implications of her
circumstances.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Night: A Nightmare Guy de
Maupassant, 2020-09-29 Guy de Maupassant's short story The Night: A Nightmare depicts a vivid
portrayal of the streets of Paris. Our narrator roams the streets of the city after hours, embracing
and explaining his love of night as he goes. Yet this time, the night takes a more a menacing turn
and soon becomes a living nightmare for him. Maupassant 's story plunges into the darker places of
the human psyche with colorful storytelling, taking the reader on a nocturnal and personal tour of
historical 19th-century Paris landmarks. Guy de Maupassant (1850-1893) was a prolific French



writer considered a pioneer in modern short story writing. Maupassant was a protégé of French
writer Gustave Flaubert and is known for novels such as A Woman's Life and short stories including
The Horla and The Dumpling. Maupassant's stories fall into the Naturalist movement, often
depicting social entanglements and complex human fates. They have inspired countless film
adaptations including the French-Belgian drama called A Woman's Life (2016).
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Diary of A Madman Guy De
Maupassant, 2024-08-20 Explore the unsettling and deeply psychological world of The Diary of A
Madman by Guy De Maupassant. This compelling short story provides a window into the mind of a
man grappling with insanity, offering a raw and introspective look at his inner turmoil. Maupassant’s
narrative captures the deterioration of the protagonist’s mental state with chilling precision. De
Maupassant masterfully conveys the complexities of madness through the protagonist’s diary
entries, exploring themes of mental illness, isolation, and the fragility of sanity. The story offers a
haunting and powerful portrayal of the effects of mental instability. The Diary of A Madman is ideal
for readers who appreciate psychological depth and character studies. Perfect for those who value
the intense and evocative storytelling of Guy De Maupassant.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Necklace and Other Stories:
Maupassant for Modern Times Guy de Maupassant, 2015-08-10 In a “lively, sparkling, and
sharp-edged” (Arthur Goldhammer) new translation, Guy de Maupassant’s most beloved works are
reintroduced to twenty-first-century readers. A Parisian civil servant turned protégé of Flaubert, Guy
de Maupassant is considered not only one of the greatest short story writers in all of French
literature but also a pioneer of psychological realism and modernism who helped define the form.
Credited with influencing the likes of Chekhov, Maugham, Babel, and O. Henry, Maupassant had, at
the time of his death at the age of forty-two, written six novels and some three hundred short stories.
Yet in English, Maupassant has, curiously, remained unappreciated by modern readers due to
outdated translations that render his prose in an archaic, literal style. In this bold new translation,
Sandra Smith—the celebrated translator of Irene Nemirovsky's Suite Francaise—brings us
twenty-eight of Maupassant's essential stories and two novellas in lyrical yet accessible language
that brings Maupassant into vibrant English. In addition to her sparkling translation, Smith also
imposes a structure that captures the full range of Maupassant's work. Dividing the collection into
three sections that reflect his predominant themes—nineteenth-century French society, the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870–71, and the supernatural—Smith creates an arrangement suggesting a
culture of relation, of structure, of completion (Richard Howard). In Tales of French Life, we see
Maupassant explore the broad swath of French society, not just examining the lives of the affluent as
was customary for writers in his day. In the title story of the collection, The Necklace, Maupassant
crafts a devastating portrait of misplaced ambition and ruin in the emerging middle class. The
stories in Tales of War emerge from Maupassant’s own experiences in the devastating
Franco-Prussian War and create a portrait of that disastrous conflict that few modern readers have
ever encountered. This section features Maupassant's most famous novella, Boule de Suif. The last
section, Tales of the Supernatural, delves into the occult and the bizarre. While certain critics may
attribute some of these stories and morbid fascination as the product of the author's fevered mind
and possible hallucinations induced by late-stage syphilis, they echo the gothic horror of Poe as well
as anticipate the eerie fiction of H. P. Lovecraft. The result takes readers from marriage, family, and
the quotidian details of life to the disasters of war and nationalism, then to the gothic and beyond,
allowing us to appreciate Maupassant in an idiom that matches our own times. The Necklace and
Other Stories enables us to appreciate Maupassant as the progenitor of the modern short story and
as a writer vastly ahead of his time.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Life Work of Henri René Guy de
Maupassant Guy de Maupassant, 1903
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Jasper Jones Craig Silvey, 2011-04-05 A
Michael L. Printz Honor Book Charlie Bucktin, a bookish thirteen year old, is startled one summer
night by an urgent knock on his bedroom window. His visitor is Jasper Jones, an outcast in their



small mining town, and he has come to ask for Charlie's help. Terribly afraid but desperate to
impress, Charlie follows him into the night. Jasper takes him to his secret glade, where Charlie
witnesses Jasper's horrible discovery. With his secret like a brick in his belly, Charlie is pushed and
pulled by a town closing in on itself in fear and suspicion. He locks horns with his tempestuous
mother, falls nervously in love, and battles to keep a lid on his zealous best friend. In the simmering
summer where everything changes, Charlie learns why the truth of things is so hard to know, and
even harder to hold in his heart.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Way to Rainy Mountain N. Scott
Momaday, 1976-09-01 First published in paperback by UNM Press in 1976, The Way to Rainy
Mountain has sold over 200,000 copies. The paperback edition of The Way to Rainy Mountain was
first published twenty-five years ago. One should not be surprised, I suppose, that it has remained
vital, and immediate, for that is the nature of story. And this is particularly true of the oral tradition,
which exists in a dimension of timelessness. I was first told these stories by my father when I was a
child. I do not know how long they had existed before I heard them. They seem to proceed from a
place of origin as old as the earth. The stories in The Way to Rainy Mountain are told in three voices.
The first voice is the voice of my father, the ancestral voice, and the voice of the Kiowa oral tradition.
The second is the voice of historical commentary. And the third is that of personal reminiscence, my
own voice. There is a turning and returning of myth, history, and memoir throughout, a narrative
wheel that is as sacred as language itself.--from the new Preface
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: A Short Guide to Writing about
Literature Sylvan Barnet, William Cain, 2013-10-03 A Short Guide to Writing about Literature
emphasises writing as a process and incorporates new critical approaches to writing about
literature. This edition continues to offer students sound advice on how to become critical thinkers
and enrich their reading response through accessible, step-by-step instruction. This highly respected
text is ideal as a supplement to any course where writing about literature or literary studies is
emphasised. The full text downloaded to your computer With eBooks you can: search for key
concepts, words and phrases make highlights and notes as you study share your notes with friends
eBooks are downloaded to your computer and accessible either offline through the Bookshelf
(available as a free download), available online and also via the iPad and Android apps. Upon
purchase, you'll gain instant access to this eBook. Time limit The eBooks products do not have an
expiry date. You will continue to access your digital ebook products whilst you have your Bookshelf
installed.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Birthmark Nathaniel Hawthorne,
2023-12-28 The Birthmark deals with the husband's deeply negative obsession of his wife's outer
appearances and what does that entail for these two young couples. The birthmark represents
various things throughout the story. Two of the main representations are imperfection and mortality.
American novelist and short story writer Nathaniel Hawthorne's (1804–1864) writing centers on
New England, many works featuring moral allegories with a Puritan inspiration. Hawthorne has also
written a few poems which many people are not aware of. His works are considered to be part of the
Romantic movement and, more specifically, Dark romanticism. His themes often centre on the
inherent evil and sin of humanity, and his works often have moral messages and deep psychological
complexity.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Amigo Brothers Piri Thomas, 1978-01-01
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Devil Guy de Maupassant, 1993-03
Mother Rapet, the greedy nurse to a dying old woman, finds a way to make a bigger profit from the
job.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: The Mustache Guy de Maupassant,
2021-12-02 When Jeanne’s husband shaves off his mustache, she sees it as a vile, rebellious act
committed specifically to upset her, and becomes impatient to embark on a journey of praising its
virtues. Eroticism and sexual descriptions make this single epistolary conversation between the two
women into an intriguing, humorous piece of art. Maupassant's distinctive voice shines throughout



this short story, and it raises an important question - are mustaches more interesting than most
people? Guy de Maupassant (1850-1893) was a French writer. Famed for being a master of the short
story, he also wrote travel books and occasionally dabbled in poetry. His stories mainly focus on the
relationships between men and women sitting at crossroads in their lives - whether personal or
professional. His dramatic flair is largely influenced by French novelist Gustave Flaubert and is
perfect for fans of Anton Chekhov's short stories. The most notable of the 300 short stories that he
wrote include 'Bel Ami', 'Une Vie', and 'The Dumpling'.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Recitatif Toni Morrison, 2022-02-01 A
beautiful, arresting short story by Toni Morrison—the only one she ever wrote—about race and the
relationships that shape us through life, with an introduction by Zadie Smith. Twyla and Roberta
have known each other since they were eight years old and spent four months together as
roommates in the St. Bonaventure shelter. Inseparable at the time, they lose touch as they grow
older, only to find each other later at a diner, then at a grocery store, and again at a protest.
Seemingly at opposite ends of every problem, and in disagreement each time they meet, the two
women still cannot deny the deep bond their shared experience has forged between them. Written in
1980 and anthologized in a number of collections, this is the first time Recitatif is being published as
a stand-alone hardcover. In the story, Twyla’s and Roberta’s races remain ambiguous. We know that
one is white and one is black, but which is which? And who is right about the race of the woman the
girls tormented at the orphanage? Morrison herself described this story as “an experiment in the
removal of all racial codes from a narrative about two characters of different races for whom racial
identity is crucial.” Recitatif is a remarkable look into what keeps us together and what keeps us
apart, and about how perceptions are made tangible by reality.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Sarajevo Blues Semezdin Mehmedinovic,
1998-12-01 From one of Bosnia's most prominent poets and writers: spare and haunting stories and
poems that were written under the horrific circumstances of the recent war in Bosnia-Hercegovina.
Semezdin Mehmedinovic remained a citizen of Sarajevo throughout...
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Theory Into Practice Ann B. Dobie,
2011-01-03 Beginning with more accessible critical approaches and gradually introducing more
challenging critical perspectives, THEORY INTO PRACTICE, International Edition provides extensive
step-by-step guidance for writing literary analyses. This brief, practical introduction to literary
theory explores core theories in a unique chronological format and includes an anthology of relevant
fiction, poetry, and nonfiction to help bring those theories to life. Remarkably readable and
engaging, the text makes even complex concepts manageable for those beginning to think about
literary theory, and example analyses for each type of criticism show how real students have applied
the theories to works included in the anthology. Now updated with the latest scholarship, including a
full discussion of Ecocriticism and increased emphasis on American multicultural approaches,
THEORY INTO PRACTICE provides an essential foundation for thoughtful and effective literary
analysis.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Old School Tobias Wolff, 2005 At one
prestigious American public school, the boys like to emphasise their democratic ideals -the only
acknowledged snobbery is literary snobbery. Once a term, a big name from the literary world visits
and a contest takes place. The boys have to submit a piece of writing and the winner receives a
private audience with the visitor. But then it is announced that Hemingway, the boys' hero, is
coming to the school. The competition intensifies, and the morals the school and the boys pride
themselves on - honour, loyalty and friendship - are crumbling under the strain. Only time will tell
who will win and what it will cost them.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: Short Stories of Jack London Jack London,
Earle Labor, Robert C. Leitz, Irving Milo Shepard, 1992 A selection of London's short stories
includes adventure, comedy, social satire, and tall tales
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: A Passage To Africa George Alagiah,
2008-09-04 'One of Britain's most respected television journalists, with a reputation built up over



many years of covering world events' Guardian 'Tributes will rightly be paid to a fantastic journalist
and brilliant broadcaster - but George was the most decent, principled, kindest, most honourable
man I have ever worked with' Jon Sopel As a five-year-old, George Alagiah emigrated with his family
to Ghana - the first African country to attain independence from the British Empire. A Passage to
Africa is Alagiah's shattering catalogue of atrocities crafted into a portrait of Africa that is infused
with hope, insight and outrage. In vivid and evocative prose and with a fine eye for detail, Alagiah's
viewpoint is spiked with the freshness of the young George on his arrival in Ghana, the wonder with
which he recounts his first impressions of Africa and the affection with which he dresses his stories
of his early family life. A sense of possibility lingers, even though the book is full of uncomfortable
truths. It is a book neatly balanced on his integrity and sense of obligation in his role as a writer and
reporter. The shock of recognition is always there, but it is the personal element that gives A
PASSAGE TO AFRICA its originality. Africa becomes not only a group of nations or a vast continent,
but an epic of individual pride and suffering.
  analysis of the necklace by guy de maupassant: 100 World's Greatest Short Stories
Prakash Book Depot, 2019-02 The short story is one of the finest forms of writing. As short as a
paragraph at times, or as lengthy as a novel, short stories are widely read and immensely lauded.
Some of the most exceptional writers have dabbled in this form penning beautiful, unforgettable
stories. In this carefully-crafted selection, we bring to you some of the greatest writers from around
the world-- the iconic storytellers from America, such as Mark Twain, Kate Chopin, Virginia Woolf,
the legendary Grimm brothers from Germany, to the lyrical Rabindranath Tagore from India, and the
witty H H Munro from Britain. All these and many more remarkable people come together in this
edition . . . and all have stories to tell. An anthology beginning with Aesop's fables-- perhaps the first
stories we come across-- and ending with Virginia Woolf's gothic, thrilling ' The Haunted House', 100
World's Greatest Short Stories brings together stories short and sweet, descriptive and lengthy, and
stories that can do anything-- from telling a tale to hiding its narrator, from portraying the reality to
diving into pure imagination-- and are a must-read for every fiction lover.
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