
analysis of through the tunnel

An Analysis of "Through the Tunnel": Exploring
Themes of Fear, Courage, and Transition

Introduction:

Do you remember that feeling of overwhelming fear mixed with a desperate
desire to conquer it? Doris Lessing's "Through the Tunnel," a seemingly
simple short story, resonates deeply because it taps into universal
experiences of childhood anxieties, the struggle for independence, and the
inevitable transition to adulthood. This in-depth analysis delves into the
intricacies of Lessing's narrative, exploring the symbolism, character
development, and profound themes woven into this compelling tale. We'll
examine Jerry's journey, dissecting his motivations, fears, and the ultimate
triumph he achieves. Prepare for a nuanced exploration of "Through the
Tunnel," uncovering layers of meaning often overlooked in casual readings.

I. Jerry's Initiation into Adulthood: A Psychological Journey

Jerry, the young protagonist, isn't merely facing a physical challenge; he's
undergoing a critical psychological initiation into adulthood. His obsession
with the tunnel isn't just about swimming through a dark passage; it's a
metaphorical representation of his burgeoning independence and his desire to
shed the protective shell of childhood. The beach, with its familiar comforts
and the presence of his mother, represents his safe haven, whereas the wild,
unpredictable sea and the daunting tunnel symbolize the unknown and the
challenges of growing up. Lessing masterfully portrays Jerry's internal
conflict: his yearning for acceptance within the older boys' group fuels his
relentless pursuit of conquering the tunnel, even at the risk of physical
danger. This ambition highlights a key aspect of adolescence – the desire to
belong and prove oneself capable in the eyes of peers.

II. The Symbolism of the Tunnel: More Than Just a Physical Obstacle

The tunnel itself acts as a powerful symbol throughout the story. It's not
merely a physical structure but a representation of many things:

Fear and the Unknown: The dark, underwater passage evokes feelings of fear
and the unknown, mirroring the anxieties associated with entering adulthood.
The claustrophobia Jerry experiences is a reflection of the uncertainties and
challenges he anticipates.

The Threshold of Adulthood: The act of successfully navigating the tunnel
signifies Jerry's passage through a symbolic threshold, marking his
transition from childhood dependency to a more independent state. It’s a rite
of passage, albeit a self-imposed one.

Control and Mastery: For Jerry, conquering the tunnel becomes a symbol of
control and mastery over his fear. It represents his triumph over the
anxieties associated with entering the unknown. This theme is further
explored by looking at his practice runs and his careful assessment of the
conditions before he dives into his final attempt.



Separation from Mother: The distance between Jerry and his mother, both
physically and emotionally, as he ventures into the tunnel underlines his
growing independence. This separation is necessary for his personal growth
and reinforces the symbolic representation of the tunnel as a passage into
adulthood.

III. Character Development: Jerry's Transformation

Jerry's character undergoes a significant transformation throughout the
story. We witness his initial fear and apprehension, followed by his
persistent determination and ultimately, his quiet triumph. This is not a
linear transformation; it's a process filled with setbacks and moments of
doubt. The emotional turmoil he experiences is palpable, allowing the reader
to empathize with his struggle. His interactions with his mother also
highlight his changing dynamic, revealing the subtle shift in their
relationship as he seeks more autonomy. The ending, although seemingly
simple, shows the profound change in Jerry. His nonchalant reaction to his
mother's presence underscores his newly found independence and self-
sufficiency. The silent understanding between them is a poignant conclusion
to his journey.

IV. Theme of Courage and Perseverance:

"Through the Tunnel" is a powerful exploration of courage and perseverance.
Jerry's journey is not just about physical bravery; it's about facing
internal fears and pushing beyond one's comfort zone. His repeated attempts,
despite setbacks and near misses, highlight his determination. His refusal to
abandon his goal, despite the danger, demonstrates incredible perseverance
and a deep-seated drive for self-discovery and independence. This makes the
story resonant to a broad audience since the need to conquer one's fears is
something almost everyone can relate to.

V. Lessing's Narrative Style and Literary Techniques:

Lessing's writing style is remarkable for its understated elegance and
psychological insight. She expertly utilizes minimal descriptive language,
focusing instead on the nuances of Jerry's internal experiences and his
emotional reactions. The sparse dialogue is highly effective, reflecting the
unspoken anxieties and triumphs of the central character. The narrative
perspective is crucial in creating empathy for Jerry, offering the reader an
intimate glimpse into his thoughts and feelings. This unobtrusive style
allows the themes to emerge organically, enhancing the overall impact of the
story.

VI. Conclusion: A Timeless Exploration of Growing Up

"Through the Tunnel" is a powerful and enduring story that continues to
resonate with readers because of its timeless exploration of childhood fears,
the struggle for independence, and the challenging transition to adulthood.
It is a story that transcends its seemingly simple plot, utilizing powerful
symbols and nuanced character development to explore complex psychological
themes. Lessing's masterful storytelling leaves a lasting impression,
reminding us of the enduring power of courage, perseverance, and the
transformative journey of growing up.



VII. Detailed Outline of an Essay on "Through the Tunnel"

Title: The Symbolic Journey of Self-Discovery in Doris Lessing's "Through the
Tunnel"

Introduction: Briefly introduce Doris Lessing and "Through the Tunnel,"
outlining the essay's focus on symbolism, character development, and themes
of fear, courage, and self-discovery.
Chapter 1: Jerry's Psychological Landscape: Analyze Jerry's character, his
motivations, and the internal conflict he experiences. Focus on his desire
for independence and acceptance among his peers.
Chapter 2: Deconstructing the Tunnel Symbolism: Explore the various symbolic
interpretations of the tunnel, linking it to themes of fear, the unknown,
adulthood, and the separation from the mother figure.
Chapter 3: The Evolution of Jerry's Courage: Analyze Jerry's transformation
throughout the story, highlighting his perseverance, his setbacks, and his
ultimate triumph.
Chapter 4: Thematic Exploration: Discuss the overarching themes of fear,
courage, transition, independence, and the complexities of human growth.
Chapter 5: Lessing's Narrative Style: Analyze Lessing's concise writing
style, its effectiveness in conveying emotion, and her use of subtle details
to enrich the story's impact.
Conclusion: Summarize the key arguments and reiterate the importance of
"Through the Tunnel" as a powerful exploration of universal human
experiences.

VIII. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is the central conflict in "Through the Tunnel"? The central1.
conflict is Jerry's internal struggle to overcome his fear and conquer
the tunnel, symbolizing his journey toward independence.

What does the tunnel symbolize in the story? The tunnel symbolizes the1.
challenges and uncertainties of growing up, the unknown, and the
transition from childhood dependence to adulthood.

How does Jerry's relationship with his mother evolve throughout the1.
story? Their relationship shifts as Jerry asserts his independence,
showcasing a subtle yet significant detachment as he pursues his
personal goals.

What is the significance of the ending of "Through the Tunnel"? The1.
ending emphasizes Jerry's newfound independence and self-sufficiency, as
his calmness demonstrates a significant transformation.



What literary techniques does Lessing employ in the story? Lessing1.
effectively uses understated language, minimal dialogue, and a focus on
Jerry's internal experiences to create a powerful impact.

What are the major themes explored in "Through the Tunnel"? The primary1.
themes are fear, courage, independence, the transition to adulthood, and
the power of perseverance.

How does the setting contribute to the story's meaning? The beach1.
represents safety and childhood, while the sea and the tunnel represent
the unknown challenges of adulthood.

What is the overall tone of "Through the Tunnel"? The tone is realistic,1.
emotionally charged, and subtly suspenseful, reflecting the internal
struggles of the protagonist.

Why is "Through the Tunnel" considered a significant work of literature?1.
Its timeless exploration of universal human experiences makes it a
significant and impactful piece of literature.

IX. Related Articles:

The Psychology of Childhood Fear in Literature: Explores how different1.
authors depict and analyze childhood fears in their works.

Symbolism in Doris Lessing's Short Stories: Analyzes the recurring1.
symbols and their significance across her short stories.

Rite of Passage Narratives in Literature: Examines the common tropes and1.
themes found in stories about adolescence and transitions.

The Mother-Son Dynamic in Lessing's Works: Focuses on the complexities1.
of mother-son relationships depicted in Lessing's writing.



Analyzing Character Development in Short Fiction: Provides guidelines on1.
how to analyze character arcs and transformations in short stories.

Feminist Interpretations of "Through the Tunnel": Explores the story1.
through a feminist lens, focusing on gender roles and female
empowerment.

The Power of Subtext in Doris Lessing's Prose: Analyzes the implicit1.
meanings and subtle nuances in Lessing's writing style.

Comparing "Through the Tunnel" to Other Rite of Passage Stories:1.
Compares and contrasts Lessing's work with similar stories that feature
similar thematic elements.

Doris Lessing's Literary Legacy and Influence: Examines Lessing's1.
contributions to literature and the lasting impact of her works.

  analysis of through the tunnel: Through The Tunnel Doris Lessing, 2013-03-28 From the
winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, Doris Lessing, a short story about a young boy’s coming of
age.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel Abraham B. Yehoshua, 2020 A NEW YORK TIMES
EDITORS' CHOICE A FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARD From the
award-winning, internationally acclaimed Israeli author, a suspenseful and poignant story of a family
coping with the sudden mental decline of their beloved husband and father--an engineer who they
discover is involved in an ominous secret military project Until recently, Zvi Luria was a healthy man
in his seventies, an engineer living in Tel Aviv with his wife, Dina, visiting with their two children
whenever possible. Now he is showing signs of early dementia, and his work on the tunnels of the
Trans-Israel Highway is no longer possible. To keep his mind sharp, Zvi decides to take a job as the
unpaid assistant to Asael Maimoni, a young engineer involved in a secret military project: a road to
be built inside the massive Ramon Crater in the northern Negev Desert. The challenge of the road,
however, is compounded by strange circumstances. Living secretly on the proposed route, amid
ancient Nabatean ruins, is a Palestinian family under the protection of an enigmatic archaeological
preservationist. Zvi rises to the occasion, proposing a tunnel that would not dislodge the family. But
when his wife falls sick, circumstances begin to spiral . . . The Tunnel--wry, wistful, and a tour de
force of vital social commentary--is Yehoshua at his finest.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Anthem Ayn Rand, 2021-07-07 About this Edition This
2021-2022 Digital Student Edition of Ayn Rand's Anthem was created for teachers and students
receiving free novels from the Ayn Rand Institute, and includes a historic Q&A with Ayn Rand that
cannot be found in any other edition of Anthem. In this Q&A from 1979, Rand responds to questions
about Anthem sent to her by a high school classroom. About Anthem Anthem is Ayn Rand’s “hymn to
man’s ego.” It is the story of one man’s rebellion against a totalitarian, collectivist society. Equality



7-2521 is a young man who yearns to understand “the Science of Things.” But he lives in a bleak,
dystopian future where independent thought is a crime and where science and technology have
regressed to primitive levels. All expressions of individualism have been suppressed in the world of
Anthem; personal possessions are nonexistent, individual preferences are condemned as sinful and
romantic love is forbidden. Obedience to the collective is so deeply ingrained that the very word “I”
has been erased from the language. In pursuit of his quest for knowledge, Equality 7-2521 struggles
to answer the questions that burn within him — questions that ultimately lead him to uncover the
mystery behind his society’s downfall and to find the key to a future of freedom and progress.
Anthem anticipates the theme of Rand’s first best seller, The Fountainhead, which she stated as
“individualism versus collectivism, not in politics, but in man’s soul.”
  analysis of through the tunnel: A Night Divided (Scholastic Gold) Jennifer A. Nielsen,
2015-08-25 From NYT bestselling author Jennifer A. Nielsen comes a stunning thriller about a girl
who must escape to freedom after the Berlin Wall divides her family between east and west. A Night
Divided joins the Scholastic Gold line, which features award-winning and beloved novels. Includes
exclusive bonus content!With the rise of the Berlin Wall, Gerta finds her family suddenly divided.
She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her father
and middle brother, who had gone west in search of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is
dangerous to watch the wall, yet she can't help herself. She sees the East German soldiers with their
guns trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her neighbors and friends are prisoners in their
own city.But one day on her way to school, Gerta spots her father on a viewing platform on the
western side, pantomiming a peculiar dance. Gerta concludes that her father wants her and Fritz to
tunnel beneath the wall, out of East Berlin. However, if they are caught, the consequences will be
deadly. No one can be trusted. Will Gerta and her family find their way to freedom?
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnel 29 Helena Merriman, 2021-08-24 He escaped from
one of the world’s most brutal regimes.Then, he decided to tunnel back in. In the summer of 1962, a
young student named Joachim Rudolph dug a tunnel under the Berlin Wall. Waiting on the other side
in East Berlin were dozens of men, women, and children—all willing to risk everything to escape.
From the award-winning creator of the acclaimed BBC Radio 4 podcast, Tunnel 29 is the true story
of this most remarkable Cold War rescue mission. Drawing on interviews with the survivors and
Stasi files, Helena Merriman brilliantly reveals the stranger-than-fiction story of the ingenious group
of student-diggers, the glamorous red-haired messenger, the Stasi spy who threatened the whole
enterprise, and the love story that became its surprising epilogue. Tunnel 29 was also the first
made-for-TV event of its kind; it was funded by NBC, who wanted to film an escape in real time.
Their documentary—which was nearly blocked from airing by the Kennedy administration, which
wanted to control the media during the Cold War—revolutionized TV journalism. Ultimately, Tunnel
29 is a success story about freedom: the valiant citizens risking everything to win it back, and the
larger world rooting for them to triumph.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnels (Tunnels #1) Roderick Gordon, Brian Williams,
2011-05-01 The New York Times Bestseller! The story of an outcast boy, his eccentric dad, and the
scary underground world they discover through secret TUNNELS.14-year-old Will Burrows has little
in common with his strange, dysfunctional family. In fact, the only bond he shares with his eccentric
father is a passion for archaeological excavation. So when Dad mysteriously vanishes, Will is
compelled to dig up the truth behind his disappearance. He unearths the unbelievable: a secret
subterranean society. The Colony has existed unchanged for a century, but it's no benign time
capsule of a bygone era--because the Colony is ruled by a cultlike overclass, the Styx. Before
long--before he can find his father--Will is their prisoner....
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnel Thru The Air Or Looking Back From 1940 W. D.
Gann, 2016-08-09 In this inspirational masterpiece about the role of the human being in the
universe, finance trader and author W. D. Gann uses the Bible to explore the secret to successful
living. Through direct teachings from the Bible, the reader may learn how to understand, obey and
apply the universal laws revealed in the Bible in order to bring about his own latent talents and



powers, and in turn be firmly set on the road towards health, happiness and prosperity.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel William H. Gass, 1999 Gass has produced a book
that burrows inside us then wails like a beast, a book that mainlines a century's terror direct to the
brain.--Voice Literary Supplement
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnel in the Sky Robert A. Heinlein, 2005-03-15 High school
students enter a time gate to an unknown planet for a survival test, but something goes wrong and
they have to learn to survive by their own resourcefulness.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tiger in the Tunnel Ruskin Bond, 2019-01-29 For decades
now, Ruskin Bond has been charming us with his captivating stories about life in the hills. For this
collection, India's favourite storyteller has rummaged through his archives and fished out a
compilation of some of the pithiest short stories written on the Indian wildlife. From tigers,
elephants, mongooses and leopards to jackals, panthers, snakes and cats-Bond covers them all,
humble and mighty, in this collection. Bringing together the finest writing by authors such as
Rudyard Kipling, C.A. Kincaid, John Eyton, Hugh Allen, among others, this collection will enchant
the Bond aficionado and initiate alike
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Underground Railroad Colson Whitehead, 2018-01-30 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • PULITZER PRIZE WINNER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
WINNER • An American masterpiece (NPR) that chronicles a young slave's adventures as she makes
a desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. • The basis for the acclaimed original Amazon
Prime Video series directed by Barry Jenkins. Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. An
outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is on the cusp of womanhood—where greater pain
awaits. And so when Caesar, a slave who has recently arrived from Virginia, urges her to join him on
the Underground Railroad, she seizes the opportunity and escapes with him. In Colson Whitehead's
ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor: engineers and conductors
operate a secret network of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora embarks on a
harrowing flight from one state to the next, encountering, like Gulliver, strange yet familiar
iterations of her own world at each stop. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the terrors of the
antebellum era, he weaves in the saga of our nation, from the brutal abduction of Africans to the
unfulfilled promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is both the gripping tale of one
woman's will to escape the horrors of bondage—and a powerful meditation on the history we all
share. Look for Colson Whitehead’s new novel, Crook Manifesto, coming soon!
  analysis of through the tunnel: Sula Toni Morrison, 2002-04-05 From the acclaimed Nobel
Prize winner: Two girls who grow up to become women. Two friends who become something worse
than enemies. This brilliantly imagined novel brings us the story of Nel Wright and Sula Peace, who
meet as children in the small town of Medallion, Ohio. Nel and Sula's devotion is fierce enough to
withstand bullies and the burden of a dreadful secret. It endures even after Nel has grown up to be a
pillar of the black community and Sula has become a pariah. But their friendship ends in an
unforgivable betrayal—or does it end? Terrifying, comic, ribald and tragic, Sula is a work that
overflows with life.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic
work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the
literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory,
imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of
Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa,
and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer
at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.



  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnels Rutu Modan, 2021-11-02 When a great antiquities
collector is forced to donate his entire collection to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Nili Broshi
sees her last chance to finish an archaeological expedition begun decades earlier—a dig that could
possibly yield the most important religious artifact in the Middle East. Motivated by the desire to
reinstate her father’s legacy as a great archaeologist after he was marginalized by his rival, Nili
enlists a ragtag crew—a religious nationalist and his band of hilltop youths, her traitorous brother,
and her childhood Palestinian friend, now an archaeological smuggler. As Nili’s father slips deeper
into dementia, warring factions close in on and fight over the Ark of the Covenant! Backed by
extensive research into this real-world treasure hunt, Rutu Modan sets her affecting novel at the
center of a political crisis. She posits that the history of biblical Israel lies in one of the most
disputed regions in the world, occupied by Israel and contested by Palestine. Often in direct
competition, Palestinians and Israelis dig alongside one another, hoping to find the sacred artifact
believed to be a conduit to God. Two-time Eisner Award winner Rutu Modan’s third graphic novel,
Tunnels, is her deepest and wildest yet. Potent and funny, Modan reveals the Middle East as no
westerner could. Ishai Mishory is a longtime New York City—and newly Bay Area—based translator
and sometimes illustrator. He is currently conducting research for a PhD dissertation on 16th
century Italian printing.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Zoo Anthony Browne, 1994 A boy endures a tedious visit to
the zoo with his family.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel Under The World Frederik Pohl, 2024-03-26
Guy Burckhardt wakes up screaming but can't remember the nightmare that caused his fright.
Slowly over the next couple of days he comes to realize he's been reliving the same day over and
over. And things only get stranger and more frightening from there. One of the true classics of
science fiction.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Man Who Lived Underground Richard Wright,
2021-04-20 New York Times Bestseller One of the Best Books of 2021 by Time magazine, the
Chicago Tribune, the Boston Globe and Esquire, and one of Oprah’s 15 Favorite Books of the Year
“The Man Who Lived Underground reminds us that any ‘greatest writers of the 20th century’ list
that doesn’t start and end with Richard Wright is laughable. It might very well be Wright’s most
brilliantly crafted, and ominously foretelling, book.” —Kiese Laymon A major literary event: an
explosive, previously unpublished novel about race and violence in America by the legendary author
of Native Son and Black Boy Fred Daniels, a Black man, is picked up by the police after a brutal
double murder and tortured until he confesses to a crime he did not commit. After signing a
confession, he escapes from custody and flees into the city’s sewer system. This is the devastating
premise of this scorching novel, a never-before-seen masterpiece by Richard Wright. Written
between his landmark books Native Son (1940) and Black Boy (1945), at the height of his creative
powers, it would see publication in Wright's lifetime only in drastically condensed and truncated
form, and ultimately be included in the posthumous short story collection Eight Men. Now, for the
first time, by special arrangement with the author’s estate, the full text of the work that meant more
to Wright than any other (“I have never written anything in my life that stemmed more from sheer
inspiration”) is published in the form that he intended, complete with his companion essay,
“Memories of My Grandmother.” Malcolm Wright, the author’s grandson, contributes an afterword.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Strange Relation Rachel Hadas, [A] thoughtful and lucid tale
of love, companionship, and heartbreaking illness. —Lydia Davis In 2004 Rachel Hadas's husband,
George Edwards, a composer and professor of music at Columbia University, was diagnosed with
early-onset dementia at the age of sixty-one. Strange Relation is her account of losing George. Her
narrative begins when George's illness can no longer be ignored, and ends in 2008 soon after his
move to a dementia facility (when, after thirty years of marriage, she finds herself no longer living
with her husband). Within the cloudy confines of those difficult years, years when reading and
writing were an essential part of what kept her going, she tried to keep track…tried to tell the truth.
If only all doctors and nurses and social workers who care for the chronically ill could read this book.



If only patients and family members stricken with such losses could receive what this book can give
them. While Strange Relation relates one illness and the life of one family, it is also, poetically, about
all illnesses, all families, all struggles, all living. The art achieves the dual life of the universal and
the particular, marking it as timeless, making it for us all necessary.—Rita Charon, MD, PhD,
Program in Narrative Medicine, Columbia University Rachel Hadas's own wonderfully resonant
poems, along with the rich collection of verse and prose by other writers that she weaves into her
story, clarify and illuminate over and over again this thoughtful and lucid tale of love,
companionship, and heartbreaking illness—illness that, as she shows us so well, is at once
frighteningly alien and also deeply a part of our unavoidable vulnerability as mortal beings.
Beautifully written, totally engrossing, and very sad.—Lydia Davis Strange Relation is a deeply
moving, deeply personal, beautifully written exploration of how the power of grief can be met with
the power of literature, and how solace can be found in the space between them.—Frank Huyler A
poignant memoir of love, creativity and human vulnerability. Rachel Hadas brings a poet's incisive
eye to the labyrinth of dementia.—Danielle Ofri, MD, PhD, author of Medicine in Translation and
Singular Intimacies Like an elegy, Strange Relation is about loss and grief. Like all elegies, it also
memorializes and celebrates. Rachel Hadas, in the course of her personal narrative, cites accounts
of dementia, in its social and personal meanings.—Robert Pinsky Brilliant and tough-minded,
poignant but clear-headed, Rachel Hadas shines a steady light on her experience as the wife of an
accomplished composer who, at a comparatively early age, descended into dementia. Strange
Relation never sacrifices truth for easy answers. Instead, Hadas uses literature to chart a course
through wrenching complexities. This lauded and exceptional poet shows how language itself, the
very thing her husband loses, became her shield as she crossed the ravaged lands of
decision-making, making new discoveries, new friends, and new sense of the world. Strange Relation
snaps with bravery, intelligence, and Hadas' tart, candid wisdom.—Molly Peacock Strange Relation
is a beautifully written and piercingly honest account of life with a brilliant man as he descends into
dementia, in his sixties.—Reeve Lindbergh
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel Anthony Browne, 2008 Scornful of his younger
sister's fears, a young boy decides to explore a tunnel forcing her to go after him when he doesn't
return. Suggested level: junior, primary.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Where She Fell Kaitlin Ward, 2018-10-30 From the author of
the acclaimed novels Girl in a Bad Place and Bleeding Earth comes a heartstopping work of
speculative fiction about what lurks beneath our feet... and beyond. Watch your step. Eliza knows
the legends about the swamp near her house -- that people have fallen into sinkholes, never to be
seen again, maybe even falling to the center of the earth. As an aspiring geologist, she knows the
last part is impossible. But when her best friends drag her onto the uneven ground anyway, Eliza
knows to be worried. And when the earth opens under her feet, there isn't even time to say I told you
so. As she scrambles through one cave, which leads to another, and another, Eliza finds herself in an
impossible world -- where a small group of people survive underground, running from vicious
creatures, eating giant bugs, and creating their own subterranean society. Eliza is grateful to be
alive, but this isn't home. Is she willing to risk everything to get back to the surface?
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Mark
Haddon, 2009-02-24 A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—narrated by a fifteen
year old autistic savant obsessed with Sherlock Holmes, this dazzling novel weaves together an
old-fashioned mystery, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a fascinating excursion into a mind
incapable of processing emotions. Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. Although gifted with a superbly logical
brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning for him.
At fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbour’s dog
Wellington impaled on a garden fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher decides
that he will track down the real killer, and turns to his favourite fictional character, the impeccably
logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the investigation leads him down some unexpected



paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his parents’ marriage. As
Christopher tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, the narrative draws readers into the
workings of Christopher’s mind. And herein lies the key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon’s choice of
narrator: The most wrenching of emotional moments are chronicled by a boy who cannot fathom
emotions. The effect is dazzling, making for one of the freshest debut in years: a comedy, a
tearjerker, a mystery story, a novel of exceptional literary merit that is great fun to read.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel Ernesto Sabato, 2011-04-28 Infamous for the
murder of Maria Iribarne, the artist Juan Pablo Castel is now writing a detailed account of his
relationship with the victim from his prison cell: obsessed from the first moment he saw her
examining one of his paintings, Castel had become fixated on her over the next months and
fantasized over how they might meet again. When he happened upon her one day, a relationship was
formed which swiftly convinced him of their mutual love. But Castel's growing paranoia would lead
him to destroy the one thing he truly cared about... Sabato's first novel El Túnel (translated as 'The
Outsider' or 'The Tunnel'), written in 1948, is framed as the confession of the painter Juan Pablo
Castel, who has murdered the only woman capable of understanding him. Sabato's novels were
praised by authors such as Albert Camus and Graham Greene.
  analysis of through the tunnel: This Side of Brightness Colum McCann, 2013-06-25 From the
author of Songdogs, a magnificent work of imagination and history set in the tunnels of New York
City. In the early years of the century, Nathan Walker leaves his native Georgia for New York City
and the most dangerous job in America. A sandhog, he burrows beneath the East River, digging the
tunnel that will carry trains from Brooklyn to Manhattan. Above ground, the sandhogs--black, white,
Irish, Italian--keep their distance from each other until a spectacular accident welds a bond between
Walker and his fellow diggers--a bond that will bless and curse the next three generations. Years
later, Treefrog, a homeless man driven below by a shameful secret, endures a punishing winter in
his subway nest. In tones ranging from bleak to disturbingly funny, Treefrog recounts his strategies
of survival--killing rats, scavenging for discarded soda cans, washing in the snow. Between Nathan
Walker and Treefrog stretch seventy years of ill-fated loves and unintended crimes. In a triumph of
plotting, the two stories fuse to form a tale of family, race, and redemption that is as bold and
fabulous as New York City itself. In This Side of Brightness, Colum McCann confirms his place in the
front ranks of modern writers.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Phineas Gage John Fleischman, 2002 Phineas Gage was truly
a man with a hole in his head. Phineas, a railroad construction foreman, was blasting rock near
Cavendish, Vermont, in 1848 when a thirteen-pound iron rod was shot through his brain.
Miraculously, he survived to live another eleven years and become a textbook case in brain science.
At the time, Phineas Gage seemed to completely recover from his accident. He could walk, talk,
work, and travel, but he was changed. Gage was no longer Gage, said his Vermont doctor, meaning
that the old Phineas was dependable and well liked, and the new Phineas was crude and
unpredictable. His case astonished doctors in his day and still fascinates doctors today. What
happened and what didn't happen inside the brain of Phineas Gage will tell you a lot about how your
brain works and how you act human.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Introduction to Tunnel Construction David Chapman, Nicole
Metje, Alfred Stark, David N. Chapman, 2017-11-27 Tunnelling provides a robust solution to a
variety of engineering challenges. It is a complex process, which requires a firm understanding of
the ground conditions as well as the importance of ground-structure interaction. This book covers
the full range of areas related to tunnel construction required to embark upon a career in tunnelling.
It also includes a number of case studies related to real tunnel projects, to demonstrate how the
theory applies in practice. New features of this second edition include: the introduction of a case
study related to Crossrail’s project in London, focussing on the Whitechapel and Liverpool Street
station tunnels and including considerations of building tunnels in a congested urban area; and
further information on recent developments in tunnel boring machines, including further examples
of all the different types of machine as well as multi-mode machines. The coverage includes: Both



hard-rock and soft-ground conditions Site investigation, parameter selection, and design
considerations Methods of improving the stability of the ground and lining techniques Descriptions
of the various main tunnelling techniques Health and safety considerations Monitoring of tunnels
during construction Description of the latest tunnel boring machines Case studies with real
examples, including Crossrail’s project in London Clear, concise, and heavily illustrated, this is a
vital text for final-year undergraduate and MSc students and an invaluable starting point for young
professionals and novices in tunnelling.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Grass is Singing Doris Lessing, 1973 This murder story
features a Rhodesian farmer's wife and her houseboy.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnel of Bones (City of Ghosts #2) Victoria Schwab, V. E.
Schwab, 2019-09-03 The thrilling sequel to Victoria Schwab's New York Times bestselling City of
Ghosts! Trouble is haunting Cassidy Blake . . . even more than usual.She (plus her ghost best friend,
Jacob, of course) are in Paris, where Cass's parents are filming their TV show about the world's most
haunted cities. Sure, it's fun eating croissants and seeing the Eiffel Tower, but there's true ghostly
danger lurking beneath Paris, in the creepy underground Catacombs.When Cass accidentally
awakens a frighteningly strong spirit, she must rely on her still-growing skills as a ghosthunter -- and
turn to friends both old and new to help her unravel a mystery. But time is running out, and the
spirit is only growing stronger.And if Cass fails, the force she's unleashed could haunt the city
forever.#1 New York Times bestselling author Victoria Schwab returns to the spooky and
heart-pounding world of City of Ghosts, delivering thrilling new adventures and an unforgettable
spin on friendship. (Because sometimes, even psychic ghost best friends have secrets. . .)
  analysis of through the tunnel: Project Hail Mary Andy Weir, 2021-05-04 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • From the author of The Martian, a lone astronaut must save the earth from
disaster in this “propulsive” (Entertainment Weekly), cinematic thriller full of suspense, humor, and
fascinating science—in development as a major motion picture starring Ryan Gosling. HUGO
AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST BOOKS: Bill Gates, GatesNotes, New York Public
Library, Parade, Newsweek, Polygon, Shelf Awareness, She Reads, Kirkus Reviews, Library Journal •
“An epic story of redemption, discovery and cool speculative sci-fi.”—USA Today “If you loved The
Martian, you’ll go crazy for Weir’s latest.”—The Washington Post Ryland Grace is the sole survivor
on a desperate, last-chance mission—and if he fails, humanity and the earth itself will perish. Except
that right now, he doesn’t know that. He can’t even remember his own name, let alone the nature of
his assignment or how to complete it. All he knows is that he’s been asleep for a very, very long time.
And he’s just been awakened to find himself millions of miles from home, with nothing but two
corpses for company. His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland realizes that an
impossible task now confronts him. Hurtling through space on this tiny ship, it’s up to him to puzzle
out an impossible scientific mystery—and conquer an extinction-level threat to our species. And with
the clock ticking down and the nearest human being light-years away, he’s got to do it all alone. Or
does he? An irresistible interstellar adventure as only Andy Weir could deliver, Project Hail Mary is a
tale of discovery, speculation, and survival to rival The Martian—while taking us to places it never
dreamed of going.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Blue Ridge Tunnel Mary E. Lyons, 2014-02-25 The true
story of the construction of the historic Crozet railroad tunnel—as seen through the eyes of three
Irish immigrant families who helped build it. In one of the greatest engineering feats of the time,
Claudius Crozet led the completion of Virginia’s Blue Ridge Tunnel in 1858. More than a century and
a half later, the tunnel stands as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark, but the stories and
lives of those who built it are the true lasting triumph. Irish immigrants fleeing the Great Hunger
poured into America resolved to find something to call their own. They would persevere through life
in overcrowded shanties and years of blasting through rock to see the tunnel to completion. In this
intriguing history, Mary E. Lyons follows three Irish families in their struggle to build Crozet’s famed
tunnel—and their American dream. Includes photos and illustrations
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Signal-Man Illustrated Charles Dickens, 2021-02-08 The



Signal-Man is a horror/mystery story by Charles Dickens, first published as part of the Mugby
Junction collection in the 1866 Christmas edition of All the Year Round.The railway signal-man of the
title tells the narrator of an apparition that has been haunting him. Each spectral appearance
precedes a tragic event on the railway on which the signalman works. The signalman's work is at a
signal-box in a deep cutting near a tunnel entrance on a lonely stretch of the railway line, and he
controls the movements of passing trains. When there is danger, his fellow signalmen alert him by
telegraph and alarms. Three times, he receives phantom warnings of danger when his bell rings in a
fashion that only he can hear. Each warning is followed by the appearance of the specter, and then
by a terrible accident.The first accident involves a terrible collision between two trains in the tunnel.
Dickens may have based this incident on the Clayton Tunnel crash[1] that occurred in 1861, five
years before he wrote the story. Readers in 1866 would have been familiar with this major disaster.
The second warning involves the mysterious death of a young woman on a passing train. The final
warning is a premonition of the signalman's own death
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Rules of the Tunnel Ned Zeman, 2011-08-04 A
journalist faces his toughest assignment yet: profiling himself. Zeman recounts his struggle with
clinical depression in this high- octane, brutally funny memoir about mood disorders, memory, shock
treatment therapy and the quest to get back to normal. Thirty-five million Americans suffer from
clinical depression. But Ned Zeman never thought he'd be one of them. He came from a happy
Midwestern family. He had great friends and a busy social life. His career was thriving at Vanity Fair
where he profiled adventurers and eccentrics who pushed the limits and died young. Then, at age
thirty-two, anxiety and depression gripped Zeman with increasing violence and consequences. He
experimented with therapist after therapist, medication after medication, hospital after hospital-
including McLean Hospital, the facility famed for its treatment of writers, from Sylvia Plath to
Susanna Kaysen to David Foster Wallace. Zeman eventually went further, by trying
electroconvulsive therapy, aka shock treatment, aka the treatment of last resort. By the time it was
over, Zeman had lost nearly two years' worth of memory. He was a reporter with amnesia. He had
no choice but to start from scratch, to reassemble the pieces of a life he didn't remember and,
increasingly, didn't want to. His girlfriend was gone; friends weren't speaking to him. His life lay in
ruins. And the biggest question remained, What the hell did I do? By turns hilarious and
heartbreaking, profane and hopeful, The Rules of the Tunnel is a blistering account of Zeman's
twisted ride to hell and back-a return made possible by friends real and less so, among them the
dead eccentrics he once profiled. It's a guttural shout of a book, one that defies conventional notions
about those with mood disorders, unlocks mysteries within mysteries, and proves that sometimes
everything you're looking for is right in front of you.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel RUSKIN. BOND, 2022-04-15 The steam engine
shot out of the tunnel, snorting and puffing like a green, black and gold dragon, a beautiful monster
out of Ranji's dreams . . . Fascinated by the midday train, Ranji would find himself waiting near the
tunnel to catch a glimpse of the engine come roaring out of it. But the tunnel has more surprises for
him. From a jungle full of lush green trees comes a timeless tale of unexpected friendship, curiosity,
duty and wildlife. Peppered with delightful illustrations, Ruskin Bond brings to his readers another
heart-warming story packaged as a charming chapter book-a perfect introduction for beginners to
the world of India's favourite writer!
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Ancestor's Tale Richard Dawkins, 2004 A renowned
biologist provides a sweeping chronicle of more than four billion years of life on Earth, shedding new
light on evolutionary theory and history, sexual selection, speciation, extinction, and genetics.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Kafka on the Shore Haruki Murakami, 2006-01-03 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • From the New York Times bestselling author of The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle and one
of the world’s greatest storytellers comes an insistently metaphysical mind-bender” (The New
Yorker) about a teenager on the run and an aging simpleton. Now with a new introduction by the
author. Here we meet 15-year-old runaway Kafka Tamura and the elderly Nakata, who is drawn to
Kafka for reasons that he cannot fathom. As their paths converge, acclaimed author Haruki



Murakami enfolds readers in a world where cats talk, fish fall from the sky, and spirits slip out of
their bodies to make love or commit murder, in what is a truly remarkable journey. “As powerful as
The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle.... Reading Murakami ... is a striking experience in consciousness
expansion.” —The Chicago Tribune
  analysis of through the tunnel: Birdsong Sebastian Faulks, 2012-03-21 #1 INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER • A mesmerising story of love and war spanning three generations and the
unimaginable gulf between the First World War and the 1990s In this overpowering and beautiful
novel (The New Yorker), the young Englishman Stephen Wraysford passes through a tempestuous
love affair with Isabelle Azaire in France and enters the dark, surreal world beneath the trenches of
No Man's Land. Sebastian Faulks creates a world of fiction that is as tragic as A Farewell to Arms
and as sensuous as The English Patient, crafted from the ruins of war and the indestructibility of
love.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnels Greg Mitchell, 2016-10-18 A thrilling Cold War
narrative of superpower showdowns, media suppression, and two escape tunnels beneath the Berlin
Wall. In the summer of 1962, the year after the rise of the Berlin Wall, a group of young West
Germans risked prison, Stasi torture, and even death to liberate friends, lovers, and strangers in
East Berlin by digging tunnels under the Wall. Then two U.S. television networks heard about the
secret projects and raced to be first to document them from the inside. NBC and CBS funded two
separate tunnels in return for the right to film the escapes, planning spectacular prime-time
specials. President John F. Kennedy, however, was wary of anything that might spark a confrontation
with the Soviets, having said, “A wall is better than a war,” and even confessing to Secretary of State
Dean Rusk, “We don’t care about East Berlin.” JFK approved unprecedented maneuvers to quash
both documentaries, testing the limits of a free press in an era of escalating nuclear tensions. As
Greg Mitchell’s riveting narrative unfolds, we meet extraordinary characters: the legendary cyclist
who became East Germany’s top target for arrest; the Stasi informer who betrays the “CBS tunnel”;
the American student who aided the escapes; an engineer who would later help build the tunnel
under the English channel; and the young East Berliner who fled with her baby, then married one of
the tunnelers. The Tunnels captures the chilling reach of the Stasi secret police as U.S. networks
prepared to “pay for play” but were willing to cave to official pressure, the White House was eager
to suppress historic coverage, and ordinary people in dire circumstances became subversive. The
Tunnels is breaking history, a propulsive read whose themes still reverberate.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Rhythm of War Brandon Sanderson, 2020-11-17 An instant #1
New York Times Bestseller and a USA Today and Indie Bestseller! The Stormlight Archive saga
continues in Rhythm of War, the eagerly awaited sequel to Brandon Sanderson's #1 New York Times
bestselling Oathbringer, from an epic fantasy writer at the top of his game. After forming a coalition
of human resistance against the enemy invasion, Dalinar Kholin and his Knights Radiant have spent
a year fighting a protracted, brutal war. Neither side has gained an advantage, and the threat of a
betrayal by Dalinar’s crafty ally Taravangian looms over every strategic move. Now, as new
technological discoveries by Navani Kholin’s scholars begin to change the face of the war, the enemy
prepares a bold and dangerous operation. The arms race that follows will challenge the very core of
the Radiant ideals, and potentially reveal the secrets of the ancient tower that was once the heart of
their strength. At the same time that Kaladin Stormblessed must come to grips with his changing
role within the Knights Radiant, his Windrunners face their own problem: As more and more deadly
enemy Fused awaken to wage war, no more honorspren are willing to bond with humans to increase
the number of Radiants. Adolin and Shallan must lead the coalition’s envoy to the honorspren
stronghold of Lasting Integrity and either convince the spren to join the cause against the evil god
Odium, or personally face the storm of failure. Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The Cosmere
The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ● Edgedancer (novella) ●
Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy ●
Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The Alloy of Law ●
Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ● Elantris ●



Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit Man
Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Habit of Loving Doris Lessing, 1966 An anthology of
seventeen stories explores different types of love and various aspects of the human need for
companionship and affection
  analysis of through the tunnel: The Tunnel Dorothy Richardson, 2014-09-19 The Tunnel is the
fourth volume in Dorothy Richardson’s novel series Pilgrimage. The series, set in the years
1893-1912, chronicles the life of Miriam Henderson, a “New Woman” rejecting the Victorian ideals
of femininity and domesticity in favour of a modern life of independence. In addition to the formal
and stylistic innovations in The Tunnel, its attention to women’s experience of modernity is
groundbreaking. It chronicles Miriam’s working day as a dental receptionist and her forays into the
public space of cafés, city streets, and political and intellectual talks. Richardson matches her focus
on Miriam’s consciousness with remarkable detail, giving the narrative a powerful realism.
Contemporary reviews (including those by Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield), personal letters,
and Richardson’s essays on modernism, feminism, and aesthetics place this important novel in
context.
  analysis of through the tunnel: Tunnel Visions Michael Riordan, Lilian Hoddeson, Arienne W.
Kolb, 2015-11-20 “A detailed and engaging account of the development of the superconducting
supercollider, one of the largest scientific undertakings in the United States.” —Journal of American
History Starting in the 1950s, US physicists dominated the search for elementary particles; aided by
the association of this research with national security, they held this position for decades. In an
effort to maintain their hegemony and track down the elusive Higgs boson, they convinced President
Reagan and Congress to support construction of the multibillion-dollar Superconducting Super
Collider project in Texas—the largest basic-science project ever attempted. But after the Cold War
ended and the estimated SSC cost surpassed ten billion dollars, Congress terminated the project in
October 1993. Drawing on extensive archival research, contemporaneous press accounts, and over
one hundred interviews with scientists, engineers, government officials, and others involved, Tunnel
Visions tells the riveting story of the aborted SSC project. The authors examine the complex,
interrelated causes for its demise, including problems of large-project management, continuing cost
overruns, and lack of foreign contributions. In doing so, they ask whether Big Science has become
too large and expensive, including whether academic scientists and their government overseers can
effectively manage such an enormous undertaking. “Focusing on the scientific, technical, and
political conflicts that led to delays, ever rising costs, and eventually the SSC’s cancelation by
Congress, Tunnel Visions is a true techno-thriller.” —Burton Richter, winner of the Nobel Prize in
Physics “Most good science stories are tales of discovery and success, but failure can be just as
riveting. Here two historians and an archivist describe the greatest particle physics experiment that
never was.” —Scientific American
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