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An Analysis of Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery":
Unveiling the Horror of Tradition

Introduction:

Shirley Jackson's chilling short story, "The Lottery," published in 1948, continues to resonate with
readers today, not for its supernatural elements, but for its unsettling exploration of blind conformity
and the terrifying potential of ingrained societal traditions. This analysis delves deep into the story's
complexities, examining its symbolism, character development, thematic concerns, and lasting
impact. We'll dissect the narrative's subtle horror, unpack the significance of seemingly innocuous
details, and explore the disturbing implications of unquestioning obedience to established norms.
Prepare to confront the unsettling truth hidden beneath the surface of this seemingly ordinary village
gathering.

I. The Power of Unquestioning Tradition:

Jackson masterfully portrays the chilling power of tradition, showcasing how deeply ingrained customs
can blind individuals to their inherent cruelty. The villagers' participation in the lottery, year after
year, without questioning its purpose or morality, highlights the danger of blindly following
established practices. The story doesn't explicitly state the lottery's origins; this deliberate omission
emphasizes the insidious nature of tradition – it simply is, existing beyond scrutiny or justification. The
casual acceptance of the ritual, the children's gleeful participation in gathering stones, and the adults'
unquestioning adherence to the process all contribute to a sense of horrifying normalcy. The story
subtly suggests that the villagers are not inherently evil, but rather products of a system that
discourages dissent and critical thinking.

II. Symbolism and its Significance:

Jackson employs powerful symbolism throughout the story to enhance its impact. The lottery itself is a
potent symbol of societal sacrifice and the arbitrary nature of violence. The black box, worn and
patched, represents the decaying yet persistent nature of tradition, suggesting that even a flawed
and potentially dangerous system can endure for generations. The stones, initially mundane objects,
become instruments of brutal violence, symbolizing the easily mobilized capacity for cruelty within
the human psyche. The setting, a seemingly idyllic village on a summer day, contrasts starkly with
the horrific events that unfold, highlighting the shocking juxtaposition of normalcy and brutality. Even
the names of characters, such as Old Man Warner, subtly contribute to the overall message, hinting at
the story's age-old theme of unquestioning adherence to outdated practices.

III. Character Analysis: Exploring the Villagers' Complicity:

While the story lacks detailed character development for individual villagers, the collective portrayal
is crucial. The villagers are presented as a monolithic entity, a community unified in their adherence



to tradition, regardless of personal morality. This collective responsibility underscores the danger of
groupthink and the ease with which individuals can become complicit in acts of violence when
pressured by social norms. Tessie Hutchinson's sudden outrage at the lottery's outcome, after her
active participation in the previous years, is especially revealing. Her protest is not against the lottery
itself, but rather against her own selection as the victim. This demonstrates the insidious nature of the
system; individuals are content to participate as long as they themselves are not the target. The story
forces us to question whether complicity through silence is as morally culpable as direct action.

IV. The Theme of Blind Conformity:

"The Lottery" serves as a potent warning against the dangers of blind conformity and the suppression
of individual thought. The villagers' unquestioning obedience to tradition, even in the face of its
inherent cruelty, highlights the fragility of individual morality when subjected to the pressure of social
conformity. The lack of dissent, the absence of any meaningful challenge to the ritual, underscores
how easily a society can descend into barbarism when critical thinking is stifled. The story subtly
critiques the dangers of unquestioning acceptance of authority and the normalization of violence
through repeated exposure.

V. The Story's Enduring Legacy and Relevance:

Even decades after its publication, "The Lottery" continues to shock and provoke readers. Its enduring
relevance lies in its chilling portrayal of the potential for violence lurking beneath the surface of
seemingly ordinary communities. The story serves as a potent reminder of the importance of
questioning tradition, challenging authority, and engaging in critical thinking to prevent the
perpetuation of harmful practices. It resonates with contemporary issues of social injustice, blind
obedience to authority, and the ever-present danger of societal normalization of violence. The story’s
simplicity and directness amplify its impact, making it a powerful cautionary tale that transcends its
historical context.

VI. A Detailed Outline of the Analysis:

Introduction: Briefly introduces Shirley Jackson, "The Lottery," and the purpose of the analysis.
Chapter 1: The Power of Tradition: Examines the role of unquestioning tradition in the story's events
and the villagers' complicity.
Chapter 2: Symbolism and its Significance: Explores the key symbols in the story, such as the lottery,
the black box, and the stones.
Chapter 3: Character Analysis: Focuses on the collective portrayal of the villagers and Tessie
Hutchinson's reaction.
Chapter 4: Blind Conformity: Discusses the dangers of unquestioning conformity and the suppression
of individual thought.
Chapter 5: The Story's Enduring Legacy: Analyzes the story's continued relevance and its cautionary
message.
Conclusion: Summarizes the key findings and reiterates the story's enduring impact.

VII. Article explaining each point of the outline: (The above sections fulfill this requirement. Each
section elaborates on a point from the outline.)



VIII. FAQs:

What is the central theme of "The Lottery"? The central theme is the dangers of unquestioning1.
adherence to tradition and the potential for violence inherent in blind conformity.

What are the key symbols in "The Lottery"? Key symbols include the lottery itself, the black box,1.
the stones, and the idyllic summer setting.

How does the story portray the villagers? The villagers are depicted as a collective,1.
demonstrating the power of groupthink and the ease of complicity in violent acts.

What is the significance of Tessie Hutchinson's character? Tessie represents the hypocrisy of1.
blindly following tradition until it directly impacts oneself.

What is the story's lasting impact? The story serves as a timeless warning against blind1.
conformity and the normalization of violence.

Why is "The Lottery" still relevant today? Its themes of blind obedience, social pressure, and the1.
potential for societal violence resonate strongly with contemporary issues.

What type of literary genre is "The Lottery"? It is a short story categorized as horror and dark1.
satire.

What is the significance of the story's setting? The idyllic setting juxtaposes the brutal events,1.
highlighting the unexpected nature of the violence.

What is the author's purpose in writing "The Lottery"? Jackson aims to expose the dangers of1.
unquestioning obedience to tradition and the insidious nature of societal conformity.



IX. Related Articles:

The Psychology of Conformity in Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery": Explores the psychological1.
aspects of conformity and obedience within the narrative.

Symbolism in "The Lottery": A Deeper Dive: Provides a more in-depth analysis of the story's1.
symbolism and their interpretations.

Shirley Jackson's Life and Influences on "The Lottery": Examines the author's life and1.
experiences that may have influenced the story.

Comparing "The Lottery" to other Dystopian Fiction: Positions the story within the broader1.
context of dystopian literature.

Critical Reception of "The Lottery" Over Time: Traces the evolution of critical responses to the1.
story across different eras.

The Lottery and the Power of Social Pressure: Explores the role of social pressure in shaping1.
individual behavior in the narrative.

Moral Ambiguity in "The Lottery": A Philosophical Analysis: Examines the moral complexities1.
and ambiguities presented in the story.

The Role of Children in "The Lottery": Analyzes the unsettling participation of children in the1.
ritual.



Adaptions and Interpretations of "The Lottery": Discusses various adaptations of the story into1.
different mediums (film, theater, etc.).

  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly
ordinary village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lottery and Other Stories Shirley Jackson,
1991
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Destructors , 2013 Description: Movie Press
Kits.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Summer People Shirley Jackson, 1970
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Lottery Patricia Wood, 2007-08-02 Money isn’t
the same as treasure, and IQ isn’t the same as smarts—An uplifting and joyous new novel hailed by
Jacqueline Mitchard as “solid gold.” Perry L. Crandall knows what it’s like to be an outsider. With an
IQ of 76, he’s an easy mark. Before his grandmother died, she armed Perry well with what he’d need
to know: the importance of words and writing things down, and how to play the lottery. Most
important, she taught him whom to trust-a crucial lesson for Perry when he wins the
multimillion-dollar jackpot. As his family descends, moving in on his fortune, his fate, and his few
true friends, he has a lesson for them: never, ever underestimate Perry Crandall.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Let Me Tell You Shirley Jackson, 2015-08-04
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • From the renowned author of “The
Lottery” and The Haunting of Hill House, a spectacular volume of previously unpublished and
uncollected stories, essays, and other writings. Features “Family Treasures,” nominated for the
Edgar Award for Best Short Story Shirley Jackson is one of the most important American writers of
the last hundred years. Since her death in 1965, her place in the landscape of twentieth-century
fiction has grown only more exalted. As we approach the centenary of her birth comes this
astonishing compilation of fifty-six pieces—more than forty of which have never been published
before. Two of Jackson’s children co-edited this volume, culling through the vast archives of their
mother’s papers at the Library of Congress, selecting only the very best for inclusion. Let Me Tell
You brings together the deliciously eerie short stories Jackson is best known for, along with frank,
inspiring lectures on writing; comic essays about her large, boisterous family; and whimsical
drawings. Jackson’s landscape here is most frequently domestic: dinner parties and bridge,
household budgets and homeward-bound commutes, children’s games and neighborly gossip. But
this familiar setting is also her most subversive: She wields humor, terror, and the uncanny to
explore the real challenges of marriage, parenting, and community—the pressure of social norms,
the veins of distrust in love, the constant lack of time and space. For the first time, this collection
showcases Shirley Jackson’s radically different modes of writing side by side. Together they show
her to be a magnificent storyteller, a sharp, sly humorist, and a powerful feminist. This volume
includes a Foreword by the celebrated literary critic and Jackson biographer Ruth Franklin. Praise
for Let Me Tell You “Stunning.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “Let us now—at last—celebrate dangerous
women writers: how cheering to see justice done with [this collection of] Shirley Jackson’s
heretofore unpublished works—uniquely unsettling stories and ruthlessly barbed essays on domestic
life.”—Vanity Fair “Feels like an uncanny dollhouse: Everything perfectly rendered, but something
deliciously not quite right.”—NPR “There are . . . times in reading [Jackson’s] accounts of desperate
women in their thirties slowly going crazy that she seems an American Jean Rhys, other times when
she rivals even Flannery O’Connor in her cool depictions of inhumanity and insidious cruelty, and
still others when she matches Philip K. Dick at his most hallucinatory. At her best, though, she’s just
incomparable.”—The Washington Post “Offers insights into the vagaries of [Jackson’s] mind, which



was ruminant and generous, accommodating such diverse figures as Dr. Seuss and Samuel
Richardson.”—The New York Times Book Review “The best pieces clutch your throat, gently at first,
and then with growing strength. . . . The whole collection has a timelessness.”—The Boston Globe
“[Jackson’s] writing, both fiction and nonfiction, has such enduring power—she brings out the
darkness in life, the poltergeists shut into everyone’s basement, and offers them up, bringing wit and
even joy to the examination.”—USA Today “The closest we can get to sitting down and having a
conversation with . . . one of the most original voices of her generation.”—The Huffington Post
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Hangsaman Shirley Jackson, 2013-06-25 Shirley
Jackson's chilling second novel, based on her own experiences and an actual mysterious
disappearance Seventeen-year-old Natalie Waite longs to escape home for college. Her father is a
domineering and egotistical writer who keeps a tight rein on Natalie and her long-suffering mother.
When Natalie finally does get away, however, college life doesn’t bring the happiness she expected.
Little by little, Natalie is no longer certain of anything—even where reality ends and her dark
imaginings begin. Chilling and suspenseful, Hangsaman is loosely based on the real-life
disappearance of a Bennington College sophomore in 1946. For more than seventy years, Penguin
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than
1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Perrine's Literature Thomas R. Arp, Greg
Johnson, 2002 This eighth edition of Perrine's Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense, like the
previous editions, is written for the student who is beginning a serious study of imaginative
literature.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Shirley Jackson Bernice M. Murphy, 2005-10-05
Shirley Jackson was one of America's most prominent female writers of the 1950s. Between 1948
and 1965 she published six novels, one best-selling story collection, two popular volumes of her
family chronicles and many stories, which ranged from fairly conventional tales for the women's
magazine market to the ambiguous, allusive, delicately sinister and more obviously literary stories
that were closest to Jackson's heart and destined to end up in the more highbrow end of the market.
Most critical discussions of Jackson tend to focus on The Lottery and The Haunting of Hill House. An
author of such accomplishment--and one so fully engaged with the pressures and preoccupations of
postwar America--merits fuller discussion. To that end, this collection of essays widens the scope of
Jackson scholarship with new writing on such works as The Road through the Wall and We Have
Always Lived in the Castle, and topics ranging from Jackson's domestic fiction to ethics, cosmology,
and eschatology. The book also makes newly available some of the most significant Jackson
scholarship published in the last two decades.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: With Stick and String Lon L. Emerick, 1998-10
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Seven Types of Ambiguity William Empson, 1966
Examines seven types of ambiguity, providing examples of it in the writings of Shakespeare,
Wordsworth, and T.S. Eliot.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Intoxicated Shirley Jackson, 2014-03-06 A
terrifying short story from Shirley Jackson, the master of the macabre tale. Shirley Jackson's chilling
tales of creeping unease and random cruelty have the power to unsettle and terrify unlike any other.
When her story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so
horrified they sent her hate mail. It became known as one of the greatest short stories ever written.
Have you read her yet? 'Shirley Jackson's stories are among the most terrifying ever written' Donna
Tartt 'An amazing writer ... if you haven't read any of her short stories ... you have missed out on
something marvellous' Neil Gaiman 'Her stories are stunning, timeless - as relevant and terrifying
now as when they were first published ... 'The Lottery' is so much an icon in the history of the
American short story that one could argue it has moved from the canon of American



twentieth-century fiction directly into the American psyche, our collective unconscious' A. M. Homes
Shirley Jackson was born in California in 1916. When her short story The Lottery was first published
in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so horrified they sent her hate mail; it has since become
one of the greatest American stories of all time. Her first novel, The Road Through the Wall, was
published in the same year and was followed by five more: Hangsaman, The Bird's Nest, The
Sundial, The Haunting of Hill House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, widely seen as her
masterpiece. Shirley Jackson died in her sleep at the age of 48.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Logical Reasoning Bradley Harris Dowden, 1993
This book is designed to engage students' interest and promote their writing abilities while teaching
them to think critically and creatively. Dowden takes an activist stance on critical thinking, asking
students to create and revise arguments rather than simply recognizing and criticizing them. His
book emphasizes inductive reasoning and the analysis of individual claims in the beginning, leaving
deductive arguments for consideration later in the course.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Consider This Chuck Palahniuk, 2020-01-07
Renowned, bestselling novelist Chuck Palahniuk takes us behind the scenes of the writing life, with
postcards from decades on the road and incredible examination of the power of fiction and the art of
storytelling. In this spellbinding blend of memoir and insight, bestselling author Chuck Palahniuk
shares stories and generous advice on what makes writing powerful and what makes for powerful
writing. With advice grounded in years of careful study and a keenly observed life, Palahniuk
combines practical advice and concrete examples from beloved classics, his own books, and a
kitchen-table MFA culled from an evolving circle of beloved authors and artists, with anecdotes,
postcards from the road, and much more. Clear-eyed, sensitive, illuminating, and knowledgeable,
Consider This is Palahniuk's love letter to stories and storytellers, booksellers and books themselves.
Consider it a classic in the making.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Inequality Trap William Watson, 2015-09-15
US President Barack Obama has called economic inequality the “defining issue of our time.” It has
inspired the “Occupy” movements, made a French economist into a global celebrity, and given us a
new expression – the “one percent.” But is our preoccupation with inequality really justified? Or
wise? In his new book, William Watson argues that focusing on inequality is both an error and a trap.
It is an error because much inequality is “good,” the reward for thrift, industry, and invention. It is a
trap because it leads us to fixate on the top end of the income distribution, rather than on those at
the bottom who need help most. In fact, if we respond to growing inequality by fighting capitalism
rather than poverty, we may end up both poorer and less equal. Explaining the complexities of
modern economics in a clear, accessible style, The Inequality Trap is the must-read rejoinder to the
idea that fighting inequality should be our top policy priority.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, Brainerd Duffield,
1953
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Last Hanna Jameson, 2020-02-18 This
propulsive post-apocalyptic thriller “in which Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None collides
with Stephen King’s The Shining” (NPR) follows a group of survivors stranded at a hotel as the world
descends into nuclear war and the body of a young girl is discovered in one of the hotel’s water
tanks. Jon thought he had all the time in the world to respond to his wife’s text message: I miss you
so much. I feel bad about how we left it. Love you. But as he’s waiting in the lobby of the L’Hotel
Sixieme in Switzerland after an academic conference, still mulling over how to respond to his wife,
he receives a string of horrifying push notifications. Washington, DC, has been hit with a nuclear
bomb, then New York, then London, and finally Berlin. That’s all he knows before news outlets and
social media goes black—and before the clouds on the horizon turn orange. Two months later, there
are twenty survivors holed up at the hotel, a place already tainted by its strange history of suicides
and murders. Jon and the rest try to maintain some semblance of civilization. But when he goes up to
the roof to investigate the hotel’s worsening water quality, he is shocked to discover the body of a
young girl floating in one of the tanks, and is faced with the terrifying possibility that there might be



a killer among the group. As supplies dwindle and tensions rise, Jon becomes obsessed with
discovering the truth behind the girl’s death. In this “brilliantly executed...chilling and
extraordinary” post-apocalyptic mystery, “the questions Jameson poses—who will be with you at the
end of the world, and what kind of person will you be?—are as haunting as the plot itself.” (Emily St.
John Mandel, nationally bestselling author of Station Eleven).
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Advice to Writers Jon Winokur, 2000-05-09 In
Advice to Writers, Jon Winokur, author of the bestselling The Portable Curmudgeon, gathers the
counsel of more than four hundred celebrated authors in a treasury on the world of writing. Here
are literary lions on everything from the passive voice to promotion and publicity: James Baldwin on
the practiced illusion of effortless prose, Isaac Asimov on the despotic tendencies of editors, John
Cheever on the perils of drink, Ivan Turgenev on matrimony and the Muse. Here, too, are the secrets
behind the sleight-of-hand practiced by artists from Aristotle to Rita Mae Brown. Sagacious,
inspiring, and entertaining, Advice to Writers is an essential volume for the writer in every reader.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Harriet the Spy Louise Fitzhugh, 2021-11-09
Soon to be an Apple TV+ animated series starring Golden Globe nominee Beanie Feldstein and
Emmy Award winner Jane Lynch, it's no secret that Harriet the Spy is a timeless classic that kids will
love! Harriet M. Welsch is a spy. In her notebook, she writes down everything she knows about
everyone, even her classmates and her best friends. Then Harriet loses track of her notebook, and it
ends up in the wrong hands. Before she can stop them, her friends have read the always truthful,
sometimes awful things she’s written about each of them. Will Harriet find a way to put her life and
her friendships back together? What the novel showed me as a child is that words have the power to
hurt, but they can also heal, and that it’s much better in the long run to use this power for good than
for evil.—New York Times bestselling author Meg Cabot
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Barn Burning William Faulkner, 1979 Reprinted
from Collected Stories of William Faulkner, by permission of Random House, Inc.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Meaning of Shakespeare, Volume 1 Harold C.
Goddard, 2009-02-15 In two magnificent and authoritative volumes, Harold C. Goddard takes
readers on a tour through the works of William Shakespeare, celebrating his incomparable plays and
unsurpassed literary genius.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, 1884
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansberry,
2011-11-02 Never before, in the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth of
Black people's lives been seen on the stage, observed James Baldwin shortly before A Raisin in the
Sun opened on Broadway in 1959. This edition presents the fully restored, uncut version of
Hansberry's landmark work with an introduction by Robert Nemiroff. Lorraine Hansberry's
award-winning drama about the hopes and aspirations of a struggling, working-class family living on
the South Side of Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of Black America—and changed
American theater forever. The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's poem Harlem,
which warns that a dream deferred might dry up/like a raisin in the sun. The events of every passing
year add resonance to A Raisin in the Sun, said The New York Times. It is as if history is conspiring
to make the play a classic.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Tooth Shirley Jackson, 2011-02-15 The
creeping unease of lives squandered and the bloody glee of lives lost is chillingly captured in these
five tales of casual cruelty by a master of the short story. Portraying insanity, disturbing encounters,
troubling children and a sinister lottery, Shirley Jackson's work has an unmatched power to unnerve
and unsettle.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Come Along with Me Shirley Jackson, 1968 Come
along with me -- Fourteen stories: Janice -- Tootie in peonage -- A cauliflower in her hair -- I know
who I love -- The beautiful stranger -- The summer people -- Island -- A visit -- The rock -- A day in the
jungle -- Pajama party -- Louisa, please come home -- The little house -- The bus -- Three lectures,



with two stories: Experience and fiction -- The night we all had grippe -- Biography of a story -- The
lottery -- Notes for a young writer.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Refresh, Refresh Benjamin Percy, 2010-09-28
The war in Iraq empties the small town of Tumalo, Oregon, of men—of fathers—leaving their sons to
fight among themselves. But the boys' bravado fades at home when, alone, they check e-mail again
and again for word from their fathers at the front. Often from fractured homes and communities, the
young men in these breathless stories do the unthinkable to prove to themselves—to everyone—that
they are strong enough to face the heartbreak in this world. Set in rural Oregon with the shadow of
the Cascade Mountains hanging over them, these stories bring you face-to-face with a mad bear, a
house with a basement that opens up into a cave, a nuclear meltdown that renders the Pacific
Northwest into a contemporary Wild West. Refresh, Refresh by Benjamin Percy is a bold, fiery, and
unforgettable collection that deals with vital issues of our time.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Swimmer ,
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley
Jackson, 1962 We Have Always Lived in the Castle is a deliciously unsettling novel about a perverse,
isolated, and possibly murderous family and the struggle that ensues when a cousin arrives at their
estate.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The
Gift of the Magi is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young
husband and wife and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each
other with very little money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been
popular for adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: SONNY S BLUES James Baldwin, George Kirby,
1970
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life Ruth
Franklin, 2016-09-27 Winner • National Book Critics Circle Award (Biography) Winner • Edgar
Award (Critical/Biographical) Winner • Bram Stoker Award (Nonfiction) A New York Times Notable
Book A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Pick of the Year Named one of the Best Books of the
Year by Entertainment Weekly, NPR, TIME, Boston Globe, NYLON, San Francisco Chronicle, Seattle
Times, Kirkus Reviews, and Booklist In this “thoughtful and persuasive” biography, award-winning
biographer Ruth Franklin establishes Shirley Jackson as a “serious and accomplished literary artist”
(Charles McGrath, New York Times Book Review). Instantly heralded for its “masterful” and
“thrilling” portrayal (Boston Globe), Shirley Jackson reveals the tumultuous life and inner darkness
of the literary genius behind such classics as “The Lottery” and The Haunting of Hill House. In this
“remarkable act of reclamation” (Neil Gaiman), Ruth Franklin envisions Jackson as “belonging to the
great tradition of Hawthorne, Poe and James” (New York Times Book Review) and demonstrates how
her unique contribution to the canon “so uncannily channeled women’s nightmares and
contradictions that it is ‘nothing less than the secret history of American women of her era’ ”
(Washington Post). Franklin investigates the “interplay between the life, the work, and the times
with real skill and insight, making this fine book a real contribution not only to biography, but to
mid-20th-century women’s history” (Chicago Tribune). “Wisely rescu[ing] Shirley Jackson from any
semblance of obscurity” (Lena Dunham), Franklin’s invigorating portrait stands as the definitive
biography of a generational avatar and an American literary genius.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature ,
2004
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Private Demons Judy Oppenheimer, 1988 She
wrote one of the most memorable American short stories of the century, The Lottery, a chilling tale
that shocked the world when it was first published in 1948. To many, this haunting allegory
epitomizes the short story form. A deceptively simple, but ultimately tragic tale, the life of its author,
Shirley Jackson, echoes in every phrase. A brilliant writer, she was a woman of extreme
contradictions. Her extraordinarily complex life is revealed in this compelling biography of a creative



genius who left her indelible mark on the literature of our time. -- From publisher's description.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Witch Shirley Jackson, 2014-03-06 A terrifying
short story from Shirley Jackson, the master of the macabre tale. Shirley Jackson's chilling tales of
creeping unease and random cruelty have the power to unsettle and terrify unlike any other. When
her story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so horrified they
sent her hate mail. It became known as one of the greatest short stories ever written. Have you read
her yet? 'Shirley Jackson's stories are among the most terrifying ever written' Donna Tartt 'An
amazing writer ... if you haven't read any of her short stories ... you have missed out on something
marvellous' Neil Gaiman 'Her stories are stunning, timeless - as relevant and terrifying now as when
they were first published ... 'The Lottery' is so much an icon in the history of the American short
story that one could argue it has moved from the canon of American twentieth-century fiction
directly into the American psyche, our collective unconscious' A. M. Homes Shirley Jackson was born
in California in 1916. When her short story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in
1948, readers were so horrified they sent her hate mail; it has since become one of the greatest
American stories of all time. Her first novel, The Road Through the Wall, was published in the same
year and was followed by five more: Hangsaman, The Bird's Nest, The Sundial, The Haunting of Hill
House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, widely seen as her masterpiece. Shirley Jackson
died in her sleep at the age of 48.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Minister's Black Veil Illustrated Nathaniel
Hawthorne, 2021-04-24 The Minister's Black Veil is a short story written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It
was first published in the 1832 edition of The Token and Atlantic Souvenir. It was also included in
the 1836 edition of The Token and Atlantic Souvenir, edited by Samuel Goodrich. It later appeared in
Twice-Told Tales, a collection of short stories by Hawthorne published in 1837.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: "Where are You Going, where Have You
Been?" Joyce Carol Oates, 1994 .
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Shirley Jackson Collected Short Stories Shirley
Jackson, 2001 Presents three short stories by noted author, Shirley Jackson.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: The Lightness Emily Temple, 2020-06-11 ‘A
psychologically smart debut that swathes teen desire and friendship in mystery and mirth’ Observer
‘Like a twisted Malory Towers or maybe a cosmic version of ‘Heathers’’ Daily Mail ‘Funny,
whip-smart and transcendently wise’ Jenny Offill ‘The love child of Donna Tartt and Tana French’
Chloe Benjamin
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: Requiem of Love Patricia Burke Brogan, 2006 No
further information has been provided for this title.
  analysis on the lottery by shirley jackson: One Ordinary Day, with Peanuts Shirley
Jackson, 1990 Present's Shirley Jackson's classic short story about an altruistic man and his
mean-spirited wife.
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