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Architectural Precedent Analysis: A Deep Dive into Inspiring

Design

Introduction:

Have you ever gazed at a breathtaking building and wondered about the design decisions behind its

stunning form and function? Architectural precedent analysis is the key to unlocking those secrets. It's

more than just admiring beautiful structures; it's a rigorous process of studying existing buildings to

inform and inspire the design of new ones. This comprehensive guide will take you through the

intricacies of architectural precedent analysis, equipping you with the knowledge and tools to conduct

your own insightful research and elevate your design process. We'll explore the methodology, benefits,

key considerations, and practical applications, ultimately empowering you to create innovative and

impactful architectural designs. Get ready to delve into the world of architectural inspiration!

1. Understanding the Fundamentals of Architectural Precedent

Analysis

Architectural precedent analysis is a systematic investigation of past architectural projects to identify

successful design solutions, innovative techniques, and relevant contextual factors. It’s a crucial step in

the design process, allowing architects to learn from past successes and failures, avoiding costly

mistakes, and generating fresh design ideas. This isn't simply about copying; it's about understanding

the why behind design choices. Analyzing precedents allows architects to critically evaluate existing

buildings, extracting key design principles and applying them to current projects, tailored to the specific

requirements of the new context. The process involves rigorous research, careful observation, and

critical evaluation, leading to informed and well-supported design decisions.



2. The Methodology of Architectural Precedent Analysis: A Step-by-

Step Guide

The process of architectural precedent analysis isn't haphazard; it follows a structured approach:

Defining the Scope: Begin by clearly articulating the project goals, program requirements, and design

challenges. This will guide your search for relevant precedents. Consider factors like building type,

climate, materials, and intended use.

Identifying Potential Precedents: Utilize various resources like architectural databases, books, journals,

online archives, and site visits to identify potential precedents. Cast a wide net initially, then narrow

your focus based on relevance.

Data Collection and Analysis: Gather comprehensive information on each selected precedent. This

includes photographs, drawings, plans, specifications, contextual information, and critical reviews.

Analyze the spatial organization, material selection, construction techniques, environmental

performance, and social impact.

Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast the identified precedents, highlighting similarities and

differences in terms of design strategies, solutions employed, and overall effectiveness. Identify

common threads and variations.

Synthesis and Application: Synthesize your findings to extract key principles and design strategies that

are applicable to your current project. Adapt and innovate based on your analysis, ensuring a fresh

and relevant design.

Documentation: Thoroughly document your entire analysis process, including your research

methodology, selected precedents, comparative analysis, and conclusions. This documentation serves

as a valuable record and supports your design decisions.



3. The Benefits of Incorporating Architectural Precedent Analysis into

Your Workflow

The benefits of undertaking architectural precedent analysis are numerous:

Innovation through Inspiration: Studying successful designs sparks creativity and allows for the

generation of innovative design solutions. It broadens the design possibilities beyond conventional

approaches.

Risk Mitigation: Learning from past failures helps to anticipate and avoid potential problems in the

design process, reducing risks and costs.

Improved Design Quality: A thorough analysis leads to a more informed and refined design, resulting

in higher quality outcomes that meet or exceed client expectations.

Enhanced Sustainability: Analysis of sustainable building designs can inform environmentally

conscious choices in materials, energy efficiency, and overall building performance.

Stronger Design Justification: The documented analysis provides a robust rationale for your design

choices, aiding in communication with clients and stakeholders.

4. Key Considerations for Effective Precedent Analysis

Several factors are critical for conducting effective architectural precedent analysis:

Contextual Awareness: Consider the historical, social, cultural, and environmental context of each

precedent. Understanding these factors is crucial for making informed design decisions.

Critical Evaluation: Don't simply accept precedents at face value. Critically evaluate their strengths and

weaknesses, considering their limitations and potential drawbacks.



Selection Bias: Be mindful of potential bias when selecting precedents. Strive for a diverse range of

examples to avoid skewed perspectives.

Adaptation and Innovation: Remember that precedents are sources of inspiration, not blueprints. Adapt

and innovate, ensuring that the resulting design is original and appropriate to the current context.

Technological Advancements: Consider how technological advancements might impact the application

of precedents. Modern materials and construction techniques might offer new possibilities.

5. Practical Applications of Architectural Precedent Analysis

Architectural precedent analysis is applicable to various design stages and project types, including:

Conceptual Design: Identifying inspirational precedents helps establish initial design directions and

explore potential design options.

Schematic Design: Precedents can inform the development of space planning, circulation patterns, and

overall building form.

Design Development: Analysis supports the selection of materials, detailing, and construction methods.

Construction Documentation: Precedents can help resolve design challenges and ensure the

successful implementation of design solutions.

Post-Occupancy Evaluation: Analyzing successful and unsuccessful precedents can inform future

designs and improve building performance.

Sample Architectural Precedent Analysis Report Outline: "The Design

of a Sustainable Community Center"



I. Introduction:

Project overview and goals.

Research methodology and selection criteria.

Scope and limitations of the analysis.

II. Precedents Selection and Analysis:

Case Study 1: [Name of Building] – Focus on sustainable material usage and energy efficiency.

Case Study 2: [Name of Building] – Focus on community engagement and flexible space planning.

Case Study 3: [Name of Building] – Focus on passive design strategies and climate responsiveness.

III. Comparative Analysis:

Comparison of sustainable strategies.

Comparison of space planning and functionality.

Comparison of building performance and user feedback.

IV. Synthesis and Conclusion:

Key learnings and design implications.

Recommendations for the proposed community center design.

Limitations and future research directions.

Detailed Explanation of Each Section of the Sample Report Outline:

I. Introduction: This section sets the stage. It clearly states the project's aim – designing a sustainable

community center – and outlines the research approach. The criteria for selecting precedents (e.g.,

sustainability certifications, community-focused design, etc.) would be detailed here. It also

acknowledges any limitations of the research, like access to specific data or a limited selection pool.



II. Precedents Selection and Analysis: This is the core of the report. Each selected building receives its

own detailed analysis. For example, if Case Study 1 is a LEED Platinum certified building, this section

would describe its sustainable features in detail (solar panels, recycled materials, rainwater harvesting,

etc.). Quantifiable data, such as energy consumption rates or user satisfaction scores, should be

included whenever possible. High-quality images and drawings are crucial for illustrating the points.

III. Comparative Analysis: This section directly compares the three (or more) case studies. It highlights

similarities and differences in their approaches to sustainability, space planning, and overall

effectiveness. The analysis might identify a best practice in one building regarding passive solar design

that could be applied to the proposed community center, or it might show that a particular space-

planning solution is less effective than another.

IV. Synthesis and Conclusion: This is where the findings are summarized and translated into design

recommendations. The report clearly links the insights gained from the precedent analysis to specific

design decisions for the new community center. For example, "Based on the analysis of Case Study 1

and 3, we propose incorporating passive solar design elements, such as south-facing windows and

thermal mass, to minimize energy consumption." Finally, the report acknowledges any limitations and

suggests directions for future research, demonstrating a critical and self-aware approach.

FAQs:

What is the difference between precedent analysis and comparative studies? Precedent analysis1.

is a subset of comparative studies, focusing specifically on past architectural projects to inform

current design. Comparative studies can encompass a broader range of research topics.

How many precedents should I analyze? The number depends on the project's complexity and1.

scope. Aim for a sufficient number to identify relevant patterns and avoid biased conclusions.



Where can I find information on architectural precedents? Online databases (e.g., Archinect,1.

ArchDaily), architectural journals, books, and site visits are excellent resources.

Can I use precedent analysis for interior design projects? Absolutely! Precedent analysis is1.

applicable to all scales of design, from buildings to interiors.

What if I can’t find suitable precedents? This might indicate a unique design challenge or the1.

need to adjust your search criteria. Explore related building types or consider expanding your

search geographically.

How do I avoid plagiarism when using precedent analysis? Precedents serve as inspiration, not1.

templates. Adapt and innovate, creating an original design based on your analysis. Properly cite

your sources.

Is precedent analysis only for experienced architects? No, it's a valuable tool for architects at all1.

levels, encouraging critical thinking and informed design decisions.

How can I present my precedent analysis effectively? Use clear visual aids (images, drawings,1.



diagrams), concise writing, and a logical structure to communicate your findings.

What software can assist in architectural precedent analysis? While no specific software is solely1.

dedicated to precedent analysis, tools like CAD software, image editing programs, and

presentation software are useful for organizing and presenting your research.

Related Articles:

Sustainable Architectural Design Precedents: Exploring case studies of environmentally friendly1.

buildings.

The Role of Context in Architectural Design: Analyzing the influence of environmental and social1.

factors.

Comparative Analysis of Modern Architectural Styles: A study of different architectural1.

movements and their design principles.

Digital Tools for Architectural Research: A guide to software and databases for precedent1.

analysis.



Case Study: Analyzing the Design of Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater: A deep dive into a1.

specific architectural masterpiece.

Architectural Precedent Analysis for Urban Design Projects: Applying the principles to city1.

planning and development.

The Ethics of Architectural Precedent Analysis: Addressing issues of originality and1.

appropriation.

Using Precedent Analysis to Improve Building Performance: A focus on energy efficiency and1.

sustainability metrics.

Teaching Architectural Precedent Analysis in Design Studios: Methods and best practices for1.

incorporating it into education.

  architectural precedent analysis: Precedents in Architecture Roger H. Clark, Michael
Pause, 2012-02-28 PRECEDENTS IN ARCHITECTURE A TIMELY UPDATE OF THE
ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIC ON DESIGN ANALYSIS Precedents in Architecture, Fourth Edition



provides a vocabulary for architectural analysis that illuminates the works of leading architects and
aids architects and designers in creating their own designs. Thirty-eight leading architects are
represented in this updated edition through an analysis of more than 100 buildings that are assessed
using a diagrammatic technique applicable to any building. This impressive collection includes
fourteen new buildings and seven new, innovative architects distinguished by the strength, quality,
and interest of their designs. It delivers valuable guidance in analyzing architectural history as an
evolutionary process by exploring the commonality of design ideas reflected in a broad range of
structures by internationally renowned architects. Both novices and seasoned professionals will find
Precedents in Architecture, Fourth Edition to be a very useful tool for enriching their design
vocabulary and for the ongoing assessment of buildings found in today’s evolving landscape.
  architectural precedent analysis: Precedents in Architecture Roger H. Clark, Michael
Pause, 1996 Precedents in Architecture provides a vocabulary for architectural analysis that will
help you understand the works of others, and aid you in creating your own designs. Here, you will
examine the work of internationally known architects with the help of a unique diagrammatic
technique, which you can also use to analyze existing buildings. In addition to the sixteen original
contributors, the Second Edition features seven new, distinguished architects. All 23 architects were
selected because of the strength, quality, and interest of their designs.
  architectural precedent analysis: Understanding Meaningful Environments Karina
Moraes Zarzar, Ali Guney, 2008 The real power for security applications will come from the synergy
of academic and commercial research focusing on the specific issue of security. Special constraints
apply to this domain, which are not always taken into consideration by academic research, but are
critical for successful security applications: large volumes: techniques must be able to handle huge
amounts of data and perform 'on-line' computation; scalability: algorithms must have processing
times that scale well with ever growing volumes; automation: the analysis process must be
automated so that information extraction can 'run on its own'; ease of use: everyday citizens should
be able to extract and assess the necessary information; and robustness: systems must be able to
cope with data of poor quality (missing or erroneous data). The NATO Advanced Study Institute
(ASI) on Mining Massive Data Sets for Security, held in Italy, September 2007, brought together
around ninety participants to discuss these issues. This publication includes the most important
contributions, but can of course not entirely reflect the lively interactions which allowed the
participants to exchange their views and share their experience. The bridge between academic
methods and industrial constraints is systematically discussed throughout. This volume will thus
serve as a reference book for anyone interested in understanding the techniques for handling very
large data sets and how to apply them in conjunction for solving security issues.
  architectural precedent analysis: Material Precedent G. P. Borden, 2010-03-22 A
comprehensive, richly illustrated catalog focusing on materials used in great twentieth-century
architecture Viewed primarily in technical terms pertaining to construction, material has often been
overlooked in the discourse on architectural design. Yet, it is material that breathes life into
architecture by realizing concepts into meaningful physical forms. Whether it is wood, glass, steel,
plastic, or concrete, material can be employed with unlimited flexibility and carries both visual and
emotional characteristics through its expression. The first book of its kind to focus on materiality
from a design perspective, Material Precedent is masterfully presented, with an impressive
collection of crisp line drawings along with historical, material, tectonic, and typological analysis of
twentieth-century buildings, providing readers with detailed instruction that traces the traditions
and trends of material as the defining premise in the making of architecture. This unrivaled text: Is
illustrated throughout with detailed line drawings Is perfect for use in a design studio or simply for
understanding the role of materials in buildings, for a designer of any level Includes a companion
Web site By cataloging and comparing the concepts behind modern building science using
architectural precedent, Material Precedent examines structure, form, effect, detail, sustainability,
and performance through material application to provide a comprehensive analysis of the materiality
of architecture.



  architectural precedent analysis: The Construction of Drawings and Movies Thomas Forget,
2012-08-21 The architectural imagery that you create is most effective when it examines your
project in an abstract manner. Most students and practitioners understand linear perspective and
cinema to be examples of architectural presentation tools. This book asks you to consider drawings
and movies to be analytical tools that give you the capacity to engage all phases of the design
process, from parti to presentation. The ways in which spaces relate to each other and how materials
connect to each other in your projects are as important as your building’s appearance. As digital
tools increasingly allow you to simulate the experience of built and unbuilt environments, it is
essential that you scrutinize the nature of architectural imagery and resist the lure of virtual reality.
Though pure simulation may be appropriate for your clients, your design process requires
abstraction and analysis. Author Thomas Forget demonstrates how to construct analytical drawings
and movies that challenge the alleged realism of linear perspective and cinema. These
demonstrations expose you to underlying principles that will allow you to understand the broader
implications of these methods. In addition, historical surveys of drawings and movies provide you
with insight into how architects and architectural historians have understood the role of linear
perspective and cinema in their fields. Finally, examples of drawing and moviemaking strategies
illustrate how you can apply the lessons of the book to precedent analyses and design projects.
  architectural precedent analysis: A knowledge-based computational approach to
architectural precedent analysis Nan Fang, 1993
  architectural precedent analysis: Introducing Architectural Tectonics Chad Schwartz,
2016-10-04 Introducing Architectural Tectonics is an exploration of the poetics of construction.
Tectonic theory is an integrative philosophy examining the relationships formed between design,
construction, and space while creating or experiencing a work of architecture. In this text, author
Chad Schwartz presents an introductory investigation into tectonic theory, subdividing it into
distinct concepts in order to make it accessible to beginning and advanced students alike. The book
centers on the tectonic analysis of twenty contemporary works of architecture located in eleven
countries including Germany, Italy, United States, Chile, Japan, Bangladesh, Spain, and Australia
and designed by such notable architects as Tadao Ando, Herzog & de Meuron, Kengo Kuma, Olson
Kundig, and Peter Zumthor. Although similarities do exist between the projects, their distinctly
different characteristics – location and climate, context, size, program, construction methods – and
range of interpretations of tectonic expression provide the most significant lessons of the book,
helping you to understand tectonic theory. Written in clear, accessible language, these
investigations examine the poetic creation of architecture, showing you lessons and concepts that
you can integrate into your own work, whether studying in a university classroom or practicing in a
professional office.
  architectural precedent analysis: Architectural Research Methods Linda N. Groat, David
Wang, 2013-04-03 A practical guide to research for architects and designers—now updated and
expanded! From searching for the best glass to prevent glare to determining how clients might react
to the color choice for restaurant walls, research is a crucial tool that architects must master in
order to effectively address the technical, aesthetic, and behavioral issues that arise in their work.
This book's unique coverage of research methods is specifically targeted to help professional
designers and researchers better conduct and understand research. Part I explores basic research
issues and concepts, and includes chapters on relating theory to method and design to research.
Part II gives a comprehensive treatment of specific strategies for investigating built forms. In all, the
book covers seven types of research, including historical, qualitative, correlational, experimental,
simulation, logical argumentation, and case studies and mixed methods. Features new to this edition
include: Strategies for investigation, practical examples, and resources for additional information A
look at current trends and innovations in research Coverage of design studio–based research that
shows how strategies described in the book can be employed in real life A discussion of digital media
and online research New and updated examples of research studies A new chapter on the
relationship between design and research Architectural Research Methods is an essential reference



for architecture students and researchers as well as architects, interior designers, landscape
architects, and building product manufacturers.
  architectural precedent analysis: The Art of City Sketching Michael C. Abrams, 2014-04-24
The Art of City Sketching: A Field Manual guides you through the laborious and sometimes complex
process of sketching what you see in the built environment so that you can learn to draw what you
imagine. Illustrated with hundreds of drawings by students and professionals of cityscapes around
Europe and the United States, the book helps you develop your conceptual drawing skills so that you
can communicate graphically to represent the built environment. Short exercises, projects, drawing
tips, step-by-step demonstrations, and composition do's and don'ts make it easy for you to get out
into the city and experiment in your own work. Author Michael Abrams uses his experience as a field
sketching instructor, to show you that by drawing, you can discover, analyze, and comprehend the
built environment.
  architectural precedent analysis: Analysing Architecture Simon Unwin, 2013-03 Analysing
Architecture offers a unique 'notebook' of architectural strategies to present an engaging
introduction to elements and concepts in architectural design. Beautifully illustrated throughout
with the author's original drawings.
  architectural precedent analysis: Lateness Peter Eisenman, Elisa Iturbe, 2020-07-07 A
provocative case for historical ambiguity in architecture by one of the field's leading theorists
Conceptions of modernity in architecture are often expressed in the idea of the zeitgeist, or spirit of
the age, an attitude toward architectural form that is embedded in a belief in progressive time.
Lateness explores how architecture can work against these linear currents in startling and
compelling ways. In this incisive book, internationally renowned architect Peter Eisenman, with Elisa
Iturbe, proposes a different perspective on form and time in architecture, one that circumvents the
temporal constraints on style that require it to be of the times—lateness. He focuses on three
twentieth-century architects who exhibited the qualities of lateness in their designs: Adolf Loos, Aldo
Rossi, and John Hejduk. Drawing on the critical theory of Theodor Adorno and his study of
Beethoven's final works, Eisenman shows how the architecture of these canonical figures was
temporally out of sync with conventions and expectations, and how lateness can serve as a form of
release from the restraints of the moment. Bringing together architecture, music, and philosophy,
and drawing on illuminating examples from the Renaissance and Baroque periods, Lateness
demonstrates how today's architecture can use the concept of lateness to break free of stylistic
limitations, expand architecture's critical capacity, and provide a new mode of analysis.
  architectural precedent analysis: Revealing Architectural Design Philip D. Plowright,
2014-01-10 Revealing Architectural Design examines the architectural design process from the point
of view of knowledge domains, domain syntax, coherence, framing, thinking styles, decision-making
and testing. Using straightforward language, the book connects general design thinking to
underlying frameworks that are used in the architectural design process. The book provides
historical grounding as well as clear examples of real design outcomes. It includes diagrams and
explanations to make that content accessible. The frameworks and their methods are described by
what they can accomplish, what biases they introduce and the use of their final outcomes. Revealing
Architectural Design is an advanced primer useful to anyone interested in increasing the quality of
their architectural design proposals through understanding the conceptual tools used to achieve that
process. While it is intended for undergraduate and graduate students of architectural design, it will
also be useful for experienced architectural practitioners. For the non-architect, this book opens a
window into the priorities of a discipline seldom presented with such transparency.
  architectural precedent analysis: A Pattern Language Christopher Alexander, 2018-09-20 You
can use this book to design a house for yourself with your family; you can use it to work with your
neighbors to improve your town and neighborhood; you can use it to design an office, or a workshop,
or a public building. And you can use it to guide you in the actual process of construction. After a
ten-year silence, Christopher Alexander and his colleagues at the Center for Environmental
Structure are now publishing a major statement in the form of three books which will, in their



words, lay the basis for an entirely new approach to architecture, building and planning, which will
we hope replace existing ideas and practices entirely. The three books are The Timeless Way of
Building, The Oregon Experiment, and this book, A Pattern Language. At the core of these books is
the idea that people should design for themselves their own houses, streets, and communities. This
idea may be radical (it implies a radical transformation of the architectural profession) but it comes
simply from the observation that most of the wonderful places of the world were not made by
architects but by the people. At the core of the books, too, is the point that in designing their
environments people always rely on certain languages, which, like the languages we speak, allow
them to articulate and communicate an infinite variety of designs within a forma system which gives
them coherence. This book provides a language of this kind. It will enable a person to make a design
for almost any kind of building, or any part of the built environment. Patterns, the units of this
language, are answers to design problems (How high should a window sill be? How many stories
should a building have? How much space in a neighborhood should be devoted to grass and trees?).
More than 250 of the patterns in this pattern language are given: each consists of a problem
statement, a discussion of the problem with an illustration, and a solution. As the authors say in their
introduction, many of the patterns are archetypal, so deeply rooted in the nature of things that it
seemly likely that they will be a part of human nature, and human action, as much in five hundred
years as they are today.
  architectural precedent analysis: Architecture Francis D. K. Ching, 2012-07-16 A superb
visual reference to the principles of architecture Now including interactive CD-ROM! For more than
thirty years, the beautifully illustrated Architecture: Form, Space, and Order has been the classic
introduction to the basic vocabulary of architectural design. The updated Third Edition features
expanded sections on circulation, light, views, and site context, along with new considerations of
environmental factors, building codes, and contemporary examples of form, space, and order. This
classic visual reference helps both students and practicing architects understand the basic
vocabulary of architectural design by examining how form and space are ordered in the built
environment.? Using his trademark meticulous drawing, Professor Ching shows the relationship
between fundamental elements of architecture through the ages and across cultural boundaries. By
looking at these seminal ideas, Architecture: Form, Space, and Order encourages the reader to look
critically at the built environment and promotes a more evocative understanding of architecture. In
addition to updates to content and many of the illustrations, this new edition includes a companion
CD-ROM that brings the book's architectural concepts to life through three-dimensional models and
animations created by Professor Ching.
  architectural precedent analysis: The Modulor Le Corbusier, 2000
  architectural precedent analysis: Tropical Trees and Forests F. Halle, R.A.A. Oldeman, P.B.
Tomlinson, 2012-12-06
  architectural precedent analysis: Précis of the Lectures on Architecture
Jean-Nicolas-Louis Durand, 2000-01-01 Jean-Nicolas-Louis Durand (1760–1834) regarded the Précis
of the Lectures on Architecture (1802–5) and its companion volume, the Graphic Portion (1821), as
both a basic course for future civil engineers and a treatise. Focusing the practice of architecture on
utilitarian and economic values, he assailed the rationale behind classical architectural training:
beauty, proportionality, and symbolism. His formal systematization of plans, elevations, and sections
transformed architectural design into a selective modular typology in which symmetry and simple
geometrical forms prevailed. His emphasis on pragmatic values, to the exclusion of metaphysical
concerns, represented architecture as a closed system that subjected its own formal language to
logical processes. Now published in English for the first time, the Précis and the Graphic Portion are
classics of architectural education.
  architectural precedent analysis: The Details of Modern Architecture Edward R. Ford, 1990
Covering the period 1890 - 1932 this book focuses on various recognised masters explaining the
detailing and construction techniques used in their buildings.
  architectural precedent analysis: Transparent Drawing Kurt Ofer, 2021-01-12 Architect Kurt



Ofer has formulated an utterly unique way of drawing, which gives a superior understanding of
form. By following the method of transparent drawing, you ignore an object's opacity and see beyond
its surface, allowing you to draw it in a very distinct and holistic way.
  architectural precedent analysis: Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture Robert
Venturi, 1977 Foreword by Arthur Drexler. Introduction by Vincent Scully.
  architectural precedent analysis: Precedents in Architecture Roger H. Clark, Michael Pause,
2012-02-15 PRECEDENTS IN ARCHITECTURE A TIMELY UPDATE OF THE ARCHITECTURAL
CLASSIC ON DESIGN ANALYSIS Precedents in Architecture, Fourth Edition provides a vocabulary
for architectural analysis that illuminates the works of leading architects and aids architects and
designers in creating their own designs. Thirty-eight leading architects are represented in this
updated edition through an analysis of more than 100 buildings that are assessed using a
diagrammatic technique applicable to any building. This impressive collection includes fourteen new
buildings and seven new, innovative architects distinguished by the strength, quality, and interest of
their designs. It delivers valuable guidance in analyzing architectural history as an evolutionary
process by exploring the commonality of design ideas reflected in a broad range of structures by
internationally renowned architects. Both novices and seasoned professionals will find Precedents in
Architecture, Fourth Edition to be a very useful tool for enriching their design vocabulary and for
the ongoing assessment of buildings found in today’s evolving landscape.
  architectural precedent analysis: Twenty Buildings Every Architect Should Understand
Simon Unwin, 2010-02-25 Have you ever wondered how the ideas behind the world’s greatest
architectural designs came about? What process does an architect go through to design buildings
which become world-renowned for their excellence? This book reveals the secrets behind these
buildings. He asks you to ‘read’ the building and understand its starting point by analyzing its final
form. Through the gradual revelations made by an understanding of the thinking behind the form,
you learn a unique methodology which can be used every time you look at any building.
  architectural precedent analysis: Archigram Archigram (Group), 1999-09 The title Archigram
came from the notion of a more simple and urgent item than a Journal, like a telegram or
aerogramme - hence, archi(tecture)-gram..
  architectural precedent analysis: History and Precedent in Environmental Design Amos
Rapoport, 1990-07-31 This book is about a new and different way of approaching and studying the
history of the built environment and the use of historical precedents in design. However, although
what I am proposing is new for what is currently called architectural history, both my approach and
even my conclusions are not that new in other fields, as I discovered when I attempted to find
supporting evidence. * In fact, of all the disciplines dealing with various aspects of the study of the
past, architectural history seems to have changed least in the ways I am advocating. There is
currently a revival of interest in the history of architecture and urban form; a similar interest applies
to theory, vernacular design, and culture-environment relations. After years of neglect, the study of
history and the use of historical precedent are again becoming important. However, that interest has
not led to new approaches to the subject, nor have its bases been examined. This I try to do. In so
doing, I discuss a more rigorous and, I would argue, a more valid way of looking at historical data
and hence of using such data in a theory of the built environment and as precedent in environmental
design. Underlying this is my view of Environment-Behavior Studies CEBS) as an emerging theory
rather than as data to help design based on current theory. Although this will be the subject of
another book, a summary statement of this position may be useful.
  architectural precedent analysis: Diagramming the Big Idea Michael T. Swisher,
2012-06-25 As a beginning design student, you need to learn to think like a designer, to visualize
ideas and concepts, as well as objects. In the second edition of Diagramming the Big Idea, Jeffrey
Balmer and Michael T. Swisher illustrate how you can create and use diagrams to clarify your
understanding of both particular projects and organizing principles and ideas. With accessible,
step-by-step exercises that interweave full color diagrams, drawings and virtual models, the authors
clearly show you how to compose meaningful and useful diagrams. As you follow the development of



the four project groups drawn from the authors’ teaching, you will become familiar with
architectural composition concepts such as proportion, site, form, hierarchy and spatial
construction. In addition, description and demonstration essays extend concepts to show you more
examples of the methods used in the projects. Whether preparing for a desk critique, or any time
when a fundamental insight can help to resolve a design problem, this new and expanded edition is
your essential studio resource.
  architectural precedent analysis: Architect's Pocket Book Ann Ross, Jonathan Hetreed,
2011-04-11 View the dedicated microsite for free sample chapters and videos -
architecturalpress.com/architects-pocket-book This handy pocket book brings together a wealth of
useful information that architects need on a daily basis - on site or in the studio. The book provides
guidance on a range of tasks, from complying with the Building Regulations, including the recent
revisions to Part L, to helping with planning, use of materials and detailing. Compact and easy to
use, the Architect’s Pocket Book has sold well over 65,000 copies to the nation’s architects,
architecture students, designers and construction professionals who do not have an architectural
background but need to understand the basics, fast. This is the famous little blue book that you can’t
afford to be without. About the authors: Charlotte Baden-Powell was trained at the Architectural
Association in London. She practised architecture for over 40 years, during which time she identified
the need for this book, which was first published in 1997 and her vision is as relevant today.
Jonathan Hetreed and Ann Ross have drawn from years of experience of running a small practice in
Bath to update and extend the scope of the new edition to reflect continuing revisions to regulations
and the increasing demand for sustainable construction methods. Customer reviews: “I have had this
for ages and it’s no lie when I say it’s the one book I use the most. It’s exceptional, it’s a must.”
“From brick and board sizes, technical details, terminology, symbols and information for Building
Reg's - this book is extremely useful, very handy and concise.” “This is a must have for anyone
working in the architectural field. It's a pocket of knowledge that almost always has what you're
looking for.”
  architectural precedent analysis: Basics Architecture 01: Representational Techniques
Lorraine Farrelly, 2008-01-08 Basics Architecture 01- Representational Techniques by Lorraine
Farrelly explores the concepts and techniques used to represent architecture. It describes a broad
array of methodologies for developing architectural ideas, ranging from two- and three-dimensional
conceptual sketches, through to the working drawings required for the construction of buildings,
and offers a range of practical drawing methods, showing how to present and plan layouts, make
conceptual sketches, work with scale, use collage and photomontage to create contemporary
images, along with techniques to prepare and plan design portfolios. The book also deals with a
variety of media, from those used in freehand sketching, through to cutting-edge computer modeling
and drawing techniques. Using examples from leading international architects and designers along
with more experimental student work, a broad range of interpretations, possibilities and applications
are demonstrated. Students and practitioners will find this a useful and clear companion to a vital
aspect of architectural design.
  architectural precedent analysis: Research Methods and Techniques in Architecture Elzbieta
Danuta Niezabitowska, 2018-07-11 A scientific approach to architectural and architectonic research
from the scope of just one discipline is no longer sufficient. With contemporary considerations such
as behavior, health, and environmental protection, architects and students alike need holistic
research methodologies that incorporate qualitative elements as well as more traditional
quantitative ones. Research Methods and Techniques in Architecture examines research
methodologies and tools applied in science and architectonic practice. Beginning with a thorough
introduction to the main scientific, environmental, and architectural theories of the late twentieth
century, the book guides the reader through the different aspects of architectural research design,
building research teams, choosing applicable research methods, and representing research results.
  architectural precedent analysis: Fundamental Concepts of Architecture Alban Janson,
Florian Tigges, 2014-02-28 Architecture is an experience – with the intellect and with all our senses,



in motion, and in use. But in order to actually discuss and assess it with relevance, a clarification of
terms is essential in order to avoid the vagueness that often prevails when talking about
architecture. This dictionary provides a vocabulary that allows the architecture discourse to go
beyond the declaration of constructive relationships or the description of architectonic forms in
familiar terms like “roof,” “base,” “wall,” and “axis” or “proportion”. The point is to describe the
experience of architecture: how exactly does it contribute to the experience of a situation? For
instance, the staging of an entrance situation, or the layout and visitor routes through a museum.
From “context,” through “guidance,” “readability,” “patina,” “spatial structure,” “symmetry” and
“tectonics,” to “width” (and “narrowness”) or “window,” the most important terms in architectural
language are explained precisely and in detail.
  architectural precedent analysis: The Architecture of the City Aldo Rossi, 1984-09-13 Aldo
Rossi was a practicing architect and leader of the Italian architectural movement La Tendenza and
one of the most influential theorists of the twentieth century. The Architecture of the City is his
major work of architectural and urban theory. In part a protest against functionalism and the
Modern Movement, in part an attempt to restore the craft of architecture to its position as the only
valid object of architectural study, and in part an analysis of the rules and forms of the city's
construction, the book has become immensely popular among architects and design students.
  architectural precedent analysis: Architectural Principles in the Age of Humanism Rudolf
Wittkower, 1971 Sir Kenneth Clark wrote in the Architectural Review, that the first result of this
book was to dispose, once and for all, of the hedonist, or purely aesthetic, theory of Renaissance
architecture, ' and this defines Wittkower's intention in a nutshell.
  architectural precedent analysis: Precedent and Invention , 1986
  architectural precedent analysis: Process: Material and Representation in Architecture
Gail Peter Borden, 2014-02-03 This book examines the interrelationship of representational methods
and material systems as fundamental drivers of the design process. Identifying four primary
categories of representational logics - point, line, surface, mass - each category is illustrated through
four precedent projects that deploy iterative material sensibilities. As a collection, this text provides
a comprehensive categorization of the architectural design process. Through the comprehensive
definition of categorical typologies, it illustrates the collective capability of this conceptual
methodology. By unpacking projects through their specific design devices, the collective analysis
reveals the impact of material techniques and methods of representation as a generative tool. Broad
in scope, it identifies and uniformly analyses some of the most significant projects from the last
century, including: UK Pavilion Shanghai - Heatherwick Studio, Shanghai,China Gatehouse - Office
dA, Beijing, China Maison Colonial - Jean Prouve, France/Africa de Young Museum - Herzog and de
Meuron, California USA Montreal Expo 67 - Buckminster Fuller, Montreal, Canada Jean Marie Tjibou
Cultural Center – RPBW, Noumea, Indonesia House III - Peter Eisenman, New York, USA Barcelona
Pavilion - Mies van der Rohe, Barcelona, Spain Tel Aviv - Scott Cohen, Tel Aviv, Israel Los
Manantiales - Felix Candella, Mexico City, Mexico Yokahama Terminal – FOA, Yokahama, Japan
Pantheon, Rome, Italy Tres Grand Bibliotheque - Rem Koolhaas, OMA, Paris, France Brother Claus
Field Chapel - Peter Zumthor, Switzerland Embryonic House- Greg Lynn Richly illustrated with
consistent, clear and precise line drawings, the book presents a series of iconic precedents through
a unique analytical and graphic sensibility.
  architectural precedent analysis: The American Vignola William Robert Ware, 1906
  architectural precedent analysis: Design Research in Architecture Murray Fraser,
2021-07-28 What is the role of design research in the types of insight and knowledge that architects
create? That is the central question raised by this book. It acts as the introductory overview for
Ashgate’s major new series, ’Design Research in Architecture’ which has been created in order to
establish a firm basis for this emerging field of investigation within architecture. While there have
been numerous architects-scholars since the Renaissance who have relied upon the interplay of
drawings, models, textual analysis, intellectual ideas and cultural insights to scrutinise the
discipline, nonetheless, until recently, there has been a reluctance within architectural culture to



acknowledge and accept the role of design research as part of the discourse. However, in many
countries around the world, one of the key changes in architecture and architectural education over
the last decade has been the acceptance of design as a legitimate research area in its own right and
this new series provides a forum where the best proponents of architectural design research can
publish their work. This volume provides a broad overview on design research that supports and
amplifies the different volumes coming out in the book series. It brings together leading architects
and academics to discuss the more general issues involved in design research. At the end, there is
an Indicative Bibliography which alludes to a long history of architectural books which can be seen
as being in the spirit of design research.
  architectural precedent analysis: Public Places - Urban Spaces Matthew Carmona, Tim
Heath, Taner Oc, Steve Tiesdell, 2012-09-10 Public Places - Urban Spaces is a holistic guide to the
many complex and interacting dimensions of urban design. The discussion moves systematically
through ideas, theories, research and the practice of urban design from an unrivalled range of
sources. It aids the reader by gradually building the concepts one upon the other towards a total
view of the subject. The author team explain the catalysts of change and renewal, and explore the
global and local contexts and processes within which urban design operates. The book presents six
key dimensions of urban design theory and practice - the social, visual, functional, temporal,
morphological and perceptual - allowing it to be dipped into for specific information, or read from
cover to cover. This is a clear and accessible text that provides a comprehensive discussion of this
complex subject.
  architectural precedent analysis: Transformations in Modern Architecture Arthur
Drexler, 1979
  architectural precedent analysis: Design Knowing and Learning C. Eastman, W. Newstetter,
M. McCracken, 2001-02-08 Wide aspects of a university education address design: the
conceptualization, planning and implementation of man-made artifacts. All areas of engineering,
parts of computer science and of course architecture and industrial design all claim to teach design.
Yet the education of design tends ot follow tacit practices, without explicit assumptions, goals and
processes. This book is premised on the belief that design education based on a cognitive science
approach can lead to significant improvements in the effectiveness of university design courses and
to the future capabilities of practicing designers. This applies to all professional areas of design. The
book grew out of publications and a workshop focusing on design education. This volume attempts to
outline a framework upon which new efforts in design education might be based. The book includes
chapters dealing with six broad aspects of the study of design education: • Methodologies for
undertaking studies of design learning • Longitudinal assessment of design learning • Methods and
cases for assessing beginners, experts and special populations • Studies of important component
processes • Structure of design knowledge • Design cognition in the classroom
  architectural precedent analysis: Understanding Architecture Through Drawing Brian
Edwards, 2008-08-20 This second edition is fully revised and updated and includes new chapters on
sustainability, history and archaeology, designing through drawing and drawing in architectural
practice. The book introduces design and graphic techniques aimed to help designers increase their
understanding of buildings and places through drawing. For many, the camera has replaced the
sketchbook, but here the author argues that freehand drawing as a means of analyzing and
understanding buildings develops visual sensitivity and awareness of design. By combining design
theory with practical lessons in drawing, Understanding Architecture Through Drawing encourages
the use of the sketchbook as a creative and critical tool. The book is highly illustrated and is an
essential manual on freehand drawing techniques for students of architecture, landscape
architecture, town and country planning and urban design.
  architectural precedent analysis: Mapping Controversies in Architecture Professor
Albena Yaneva, 2013-06-28 The book tackles a number of challenging questions: How can we
conceptualize architectural objects and practices without falling into the divides
architecture/society, nature/culture, materiality/meaning? How can we prevent these abstractions



from continuing to blind architectural theory? What is the alternative to critical architecture?
Mapping controversies is a research method and teaching philosophy that allows divides to be
crossed. It offers a new methodology for following debates surrounding contested urban knowledge.
Engaging in explorations of on-going and recent controversies and re-visiting some well-known
debates, the analysis foregrounds, traces and maps the changing sets of positions triggered by
design: the 2012 Olympics stadium in London, the Welsh parliament in Cardiff, the Heathrow airport
runway extension, the Sydney Opera House, the Eiffel Tower. By mobilizing digital technologies and
new computational design techniques we are able to visualize the variety of factors that impinge on
design and track actors' trajectories, changing groupings, concerns and modalities of action. The
book places architecture at the intersection of the human and the nonhuman, the particular and the
general. It allows its networks to be re-established and to run between local and global, social and
technical. Mapping controversies can be extrapolated to a wide range of complex phenomena of
hybrid nature.
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