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Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the
Universe: A Deep Dive Analysis

Introduction:

Are you captivated by the tender beauty and profound exploration of self-discovery in Benjamin Alire
Saenz's Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe? This isn't just a coming-of-age
story; it's a poignant exploration of identity, family, trauma, and the transformative power of
friendship. This comprehensive analysis delves into the novel's intricate themes, character
development, and symbolic language, providing a deeper understanding of what makes this story so
resonant with readers. We'll unravel the secrets of the universe that Aristotle and Dante uncover,
both within themselves and in their shared journey. Prepare to rediscover the magic and meaning
hidden within the pages of this beloved novel.

I. Exploring the Core Themes:

A. Identity and Self-Discovery: The novel hinges on Aristotle's and Dante's individual journeys of self-
discovery. Aristotle, grappling with his father's emotional distance and his own internalized
homophobia, struggles to define himself. Dante, seemingly more confident, also wrestles with his own
identity, particularly his sexuality and his family's expectations. Their friendship provides a safe space
for this exploration, allowing them to confront their insecurities and embrace their true selves. We'll
analyze how the narrative uses specific events and interactions to illustrate this process of self-
acceptance.

B. The Power of Friendship: The bond between Aristotle and Dante forms the very heart of the novel.
It's a friendship that transcends casual companionship, offering solace, understanding, and
unwavering support during difficult times. We'll examine how their relationship evolves, showcasing
the crucial role friendship plays in navigating the complexities of adolescence and the challenges of
family dynamics. The analysis will highlight specific instances where their friendship proves essential
to their individual growth.

C. Family and Trauma: Family dynamics significantly shape the lives of both protagonists. Aristotle's
strained relationship with his father and Dante's family history of mental illness cast long shadows on
their experiences. The novel doesn't shy away from depicting the complexities and pain associated
with dysfunctional families. We'll analyze how past trauma affects their present lives and how they
ultimately learn to confront and process their familial challenges.

D. Sexuality and Coming-of-Age: The novel subtly yet powerfully explores the complexities of
sexuality and the experience of coming out. Aristotle's and Dante's burgeoning awareness of their
own attractions and the societal pressures they face are portrayed with sensitivity and realism. We
will examine the narrative's handling of these themes and discuss how it contributes to a broader
understanding of LGBTQ+ experiences.



[l. Character Analysis: Aristotle and Dante

A. Aristotle: A quiet and observant character, Aristotle carries the weight of unspoken emotions and
family secrets. His journey is one of gradual self-expression and self-acceptance. We'll dissect his
internal struggles, examining his evolution from a withdrawn individual to someone capable of
expressing vulnerability and intimacy.

B. Dante: Dante is presented as more outwardly expressive than Aristotle, yet he still harbors his own
vulnerabilities and insecurities. His confident exterior masks a deep sensitivity and a yearning for
connection. We'll delve into Dante's character, exploring his personal growth and the impact of his
relationship with Aristotle.

[ll. Symbolism and Literary Devices:

A. The Title's Significance: The title itself, Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, is
profoundly symbolic. The "secrets of the universe" represent the personal truths and self-knowledge
they uncover throughout their journey. We'll analyze how the title encapsulates the novel's
overarching themes.

B. Recurring Motifs: The novel employs various recurring motifs, such as swimming, poetry, and the
exploration of nature, which contribute to the overall narrative and symbolic meaning. We will
examine these motifs and their contributions to the deeper understanding of the story.

IV. Conclusion:

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe transcends a simple coming-of-age narrative.
It's a powerful exploration of identity, friendship, and the enduring impact of family dynamics.
Through its sensitive portrayal of complex characters and its use of evocative imagery, the novel
leaves a lasting impression on the reader, reminding us of the importance of self-acceptance, the
transformative power of connection, and the beauty of discovering one's place in the universe.

V. A Detailed Outline of the Novel's Structure:
Title: Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe

Introduction: Setting the stage, introducing the main characters (Aristotle and Dante) and their initial
encounter. Establishes the time period and setting.

Main Chapters (Broad Themes):

Part 1: The Formation of Friendship: Focuses on the initial meeting, the budding friendship, and the
early explorations of their identities.

Part 2: Confronting Family and Trauma: Delves deeper into the family backgrounds of Aristotle and
Dante, exploring the impact of their past experiences on their present lives.

Part 3: Self-Discovery and Acceptance: The protagonists grapple with their identities, including
sexuality, and confront their fears and insecurities.

Part 4: The Strengthening of Bonds: Their friendship deepens, and they provide crucial support during
challenging times.

Part 5: Resolution and Future Hopes: The novel concludes with a sense of closure and anticipation for



the future, leaving the reader with a sense of hope and possibility.

Conclusion: Recapitulates the main themes and the overall message of the novel, emphasizing the
importance of friendship, self-acceptance, and personal growth.

VI. Explanation of Each Outline Point:

(Detailed explanations of each point outlined above would be provided here, expanding on the
thematic elements, character development, and plot points within each section of the novel. This
section would comprise several hundred words, providing in-depth analysis of each part of the book's
structure.) This would involve specific examples from the book to support the analysis. For example,
in explaining "Part 2: Confronting Family and Trauma," | would discuss specific scenes illustrating
Aristotle's strained relationship with his father, the implications of Dante's brother's mental iliness,
and how these issues affect the boys’ friendships.

VII. FAQs

1. What is the central theme of Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe? The
central theme revolves around self-discovery, the transformative power of friendship, and
navigating the complexities of family dynamics and sexuality during adolescence.

1. How does the novel portray LGBTQ+ experiences? The novel portrays LGBTQ+ experiences with
sensitivity and realism, showcasing the challenges and joys of coming to terms with one's
sexuality in a sometimes-unsupportive environment.

1. What is the significance of the title? The title symbolizes the journey of self-discovery
undertaken by Aristotle and Dante, highlighting their personal growth and the uncovering of
their inner truths.

1. What role does friendship play in the story? Friendship forms the cornerstone of the narrative,
providing support, understanding, and a safe space for self-exploration.

1. How does the novel address family trauma? The novel explores the lasting impact of family
trauma on the characters' lives, illustrating the complexities of family relationships and the
process of healing.



1. What are some important symbols in the book? Recurring symbols include swimming
(representing emotional release and vulnerability), poetry (as a means of self-expression), and
nature (symbolizing growth and transformation).

1. What is the significance of the setting? The setting of El Paso, Texas, provides a specific cultural
context and influences the characters' experiences.

1. Is the ending of the novel satisfying? The ending offers a sense of hope and resolution,
suggesting a positive future for both Aristotle and Dante.

1. What age group is this book suitable for? While appropriate for young adults, the themes
explored in the novel resonate with readers of all ages.

VIII. Related Articles:
1. The Symbolism of Swimming in Aristotle and Dante: Exploring the metaphorical significance of
swimming in the novel.

2. Aristotle's Character Arc: From Silence to Self-Acceptance: Analyzing Aristotle's journey of self-
discovery.

3. Dante's Emotional Landscape: A Deep Dive: Examining Dante's personality and vulnerabilities.

4. Family Dynamics in Aristotle and Dante: A Comparative Analysis: Comparing and contrasting
the families of Aristotle and Dante.

5. The Power of Friendship in Adolescent Literature: Discussing the role of friendship in similar
coming-of-age stories.

6. LGBTQ+ Representation in Young Adult Fiction: Analyzing the novel within the broader context
of LGBTQ+ representation in literature.

7. Benjamin Alire Sdenz's Literary Style and Themes: Exploring Saenz's overall writing style and
recurring themes.

8. The Impact of Trauma on Adolescent Development: Connecting the themes of trauma with
psychological insights.



9. Critical Reception of Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe: Reviewing the
critical response to the novel and its cultural impact.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Aristotle and Dante
Discover the Secrets of the Universe Benjamin Alire Sdenz, 2012-02-21 Fifteen-year-old Ari
Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become
friends, Ari starts to ask questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has never asked
before.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Aristotle and Dante
Discover the Secrets of the Universe Benjamin Alire Sdenz, 2012-02-21 Now a major motion
picture starring Max Pelayo, Reese Gonzales, and Eva Longoria! A Time Best YA Book of All Time
(2021) This Printz Honor Book is a “tender, honest exploration of identity” (Publishers Weekly) that
distills lyrical truths about family and friendship. Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison.
Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the
swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time
together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a
lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths
about themselves and the kind of people they want to be.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Aristotle and Dante
Discover the Secrets of the Universe Benjamin Alire Sdenz, 2021-05-06 Aristotle and Dante
Discover the Secrets of the Universe is the beloved cult classic about family, friendship and first
love, from award-winning author Benjamin Alire Sdenz. This lyrical novel will enrapture readers of
John Green, Love, Simon and Call Me by Your Name. Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in
prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has a unique perspective on life. When the two meet at the
swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time
together, they develop a special friendship - the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is
through this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about the universe,
themselves and the kind of people they want to be. This incredibly moving and powerful Printz
Honor Book follows two teen boys learning to open themselves up to love, despite the world being
against them. 'A tender, honest exploration of identity' - Publishers Weekly

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Aristotle and Dante
Dive into the Waters of the World Benjamin Alire Sdenz, 2021-10-12 A #1 New York Times
bestseller Four starred reviews! “Messily human and sincerely insightful.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred
review) The highly anticipated sequel to the critically acclaimed, multiple award-winning novel
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe is an “emotional roller coaster” (School
Library Journal, starred review) sure to captivate fans of Adam Silvera and Mary H.K. Choi. In
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, two boys in a border town fell in love.
Now, they must discover what it means to stay in love and build a relationship in a world that seems
to challenge their very existence. Ari has spent all of high school burying who he really is, staying
silent and invisible. He expected his senior year to be the same. But something in him cracked open
when he fell in love with Dante, and he can’t go back. Suddenly he finds himself reaching out to new
friends, standing up to bullies of all kinds, and making his voice heard. And, always, there is Dante,
dreamy, witty Dante, who can get on Ari’s nerves and fill him with desire all at once. The boys are
determined to forge a path for themselves in a world that doesn’t understand them. But when Ari is
faced with a shocking loss, he’ll have to fight like never before to create a life that is truthfully,
joyfully his own.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Everything Begins &



Ends at the Kentucky Club Benjamin Alire Sdenz, 2012 Winner of the 2013 PEN/Faulkner Award
for Fiction Benjamin Alire S enz's stories reveal how all borders--real, imagined, sexual, human, the
line between dark and light, addict and straight--entangle those who live on either side. Take, for
instance, the Kentucky Club on Avenida Ju rez two blocks south of the Rio Grande. It's a touchstone
for each of S enz's stories. His characters walk by, they might go in for a drink or to score, or they
might just stay there for a while and let their story be told. S enz knows that the Kentucky Club, like
special watering holes in all cities, is the contrary to borders. It welcomes Spanish and English,
Mexicans and gringos, poor and rich, gay and straight, drug addicts and drunks, laughter and
sadness, and even despair. It's a place of rich history and good drinks and cold beer and a long
polished mahogany bar. Some days it smells like piss. I'm going home to the other side. That's a
strange statement, but you hear it all the time at the Kentucky Club. Benjamin Alire S enz is a highly
regarded writer of fiction, poetry, and children's literature. Like these stories, his writing crosses
borders and lands in our collective psyche. Poets & Writers Magazine named him one of the fifty
most inspiring writers in the world. He's been a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and
PEN Center's prestigious award for young adult fiction. S enz is the chair of the creative writing
department of University of Texas at El Paso. Awards: PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction Lambda
Literary Award Southwest Book Award

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: The Inexplicable Logic
of My Life Benjamin Alire Saenz, 2017-03-07 A “mesmerizing, poetic exploration of family,
friendship, love and loss” by the author of Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe
(The New York Times Book Review). Sal used to know his place with his adoptive gay father, their
loving Mexican American family, and his best friend, Samantha. But it’s senior year, and suddenly
Sal is throwing punches, questioning everything, and realizing he no longer knows himself. If Sal’s
not who he thought he was, who is he? From the Printz Honor-winning author, this is “another
stellar, gentle look into the emotional lives of teens on the cusp of adulthood” (Kirkus Reviews,
starred review). “The themes of love, social responsibility, death, and redemption are expertly
intertwined with well-developed characters and a compelling story line. This complex, sensitive, and
profoundly moving book is beautifully written and will stay with readers.” —School Library Journal
(starred review “Sal is one of those characters you wonder about after the book is closed.” —Booklist
“What the world needs now is a book like this one. . . . Read it.” —Bill Konigsberg, Stonewall
Award-winning author of Openly Straight

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Funny in Farsi Firoozeh
Dumas, 2007-12-18 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ Finalist for the PEN/USA Award in Creative
Nonfiction, the Thurber Prize for American Humor, and the Audie Award in Biography/Memoir This
Random House Reader’s Circle edition includes a reading group guide and a conversation between
Firoozeh Dumas and Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite Runner! “Remarkable . . . told with wry
humor shorn of sentimentality . . . In the end, what sticks with the reader is an exuberant immigrant
embrace of America.”—San Francisco Chronicle In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and
her family moved from Iran to Southern California, arriving with no firsthand knowledge of this
country beyond her father’s glowing memories of his graduate school years here. More family soon
followed, and the clan has been here ever since. Funny in Farsi chronicles the American journey of
Dumas’s wonderfully engaging family: her engineer father, a sweetly quixotic dreamer who first
sought riches on Bowling for Dollars and in Las Vegas, and later lost his job during the Iranian
revolution; her elegant mother, who never fully mastered English (nor cared to); her uncle, who
combated the effects of American fast food with an army of miraculous American weight-loss
gadgets; and Firoozeh herself, who as a girl changed her name to Julie, and who encountered a
second wave of culture shock when she met and married a Frenchman, becoming part of a
one-couple melting pot. In a series of deftly drawn scenes, we watch the family grapple with
American English (hot dogs and hush puppies?—a complete mystery), American traditions
(Thanksgiving turkey?—an even greater mystery, since it tastes like nothing), and American culture
(Firoozeh'’s parents laugh uproariously at Bob Hope on television, although they don’t get the jokes



even when she translates them into Farsi). Above all, this is an unforgettable story of identity,
discovery, and the power of family love. It is a book that will leave us all laughing—without an
accent. Praise for Funny in Farsi “Heartfelt and hilarious—in any language.”—Glamour “A joyful
success.”—Newsday “What’s charming beyond the humor of this memoir is that it remains
affectionate even in the weakest, most tenuous moments for the culture. It’s the brilliance of true
sophistication at work.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review “Often hilarious, always interesting . . .
Like the movie My Big Fat Greek Wedding, this book describes with humor the intersection and
overlapping of two cultures.”—The Providence Journal “A humorous and introspective chronicle of a
life filled with love—of family, country, and heritage.”—Jimmy Carter “Delightfully
refreshing.”—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel “[Funny in Farsi] brings us closer to discovering what it
means to be an American.”—San Jose Mercury News

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: We Were Liars E.
Lockhart, 2014-05-13 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A modern, sophisticated suspense
novel from National Book Award finalist, and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart. Don't miss the #1
New York Times bestselling prequel, Family of Liars. A beautiful and distinguished family. A private
island. A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. A group of four friends—the
Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. A revolution. An accident. A secret. Lies upon lies. True
love. The truth. Read it. And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE. Thrilling, beautiful, and
blisteringly smart, We Were Liars is utterly unforgettable. —John Green, #1 New York Times
bestselling author of The Fault in Our Stars

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: More Happy Than Not
(Deluxe Edition) Adam Silvera, 2015-06-02 In his twisty, gritty, profoundly moving New York Times
bestselling-debut—also called “mandatory reading” and selected as an Editors' Choice by the New
York Times—Adam Silvera brings to life a charged, dangerous near-future summer in the Bronx. In
the months after his father's suicide, it's been tough for sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto to find
happiness again—but he's still gunning for it. With the support of his girlfriend Genevieve and his
overworked mom, he's slowly remembering what that might feel like. But grief and the smile-shaped
scar on his wrist prevent him from forgetting completely. When Genevieve leaves for a couple of
weeks, Aaron spends all his time hanging out with this new guy, Thomas. Aaron's crew notices, and
they're not exactly thrilled. But Aaron can't deny the happiness Thomas brings or how Thomas
makes him feel safe from himself, despite the tensions their friendship is stirring with his girlfriend
and friends. Since Aaron can't stay away from Thomas or turn off his newfound feelings for him, he
considers turning to the Leteo Institute's revolutionary memory-alteration procedure to straighten
himself out, even if it means forgetting who he truly is. Why does happiness have to be so hard?
“Silvera managed to leave me smiling after totally breaking my heart. Unforgettable.” —Becky
Albertalli, author of Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda Adam Silvera explores the inner workings
of a painful world and he delivers this with heartfelt honesty and a courageous, confident hand . .. A
mesmerizing, unforgettable tour de force. —John Corey Whaley, National Book Award finalist and
author of Where Things Come Back and Noggin

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Boy Meets Boy David
Levithan, 2009-02-19 This is the story of Paul, a sophomore at a high school like no other: The
cheerleaders ride Harleys, the homecoming queen used to be a guy named Daryl (she now prefers
Infinite Darlene and is also the star quarterback), and the gay-straight alliance was formed to help
the straight kids learn how to dance. When Paul meets Noah, he thinks he’s found the one his heart
is made for. Until he blows it. The school bookie says the odds are 12-to-1 against him getting Noah
back, but Paul’s not giving up without playing his love really loud. His best friend Joni might be
drifting away, his other best friend Tony might be dealing with ultra-religious parents, and his
ex-boyfriend Kyle might not be going away anytime soon, but sometimes everything needs to fall
apart before it can really fit together right. This is a happy-meaningful romantic comedy about
finding love, losing love, and doing what it takes to get love back in a crazy-wonderful world.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Schooled Gordon



Korman, 2013-02-01 Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched television. He's never tasted a
pizza. Never heard of a wedgie. Since he was little, his only experience has been living on a farm
commune and being home-schooled by his hippie grandmother, Rain. But when Rain falls out of a
tree while picking plums and has to stay in the hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a guidance
counselor and her cranky teen daughter and attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a lot
about tie-dying and Zen Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics of public school.
Right from the beginning, Cap's weirdness makes him a moving target at Claverage Middle School
(dubbed C-Average by the students). He has long, ungroomed hair; wears hemp clothes; and
practises tai chi on the lawn. Once Zack Powers, big man on campus, spots Cap, he can't wait to
introduce him to the age-old tradition at C-Average: the biggest nerd is nominated for class
president—and wins.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: My Date with
Neanderthal Woman David Galef, 2011 Is it true that Neanderthal women have natural charm?
How do you cope with a spouse who's a charismatic kleptomaniac? Does it matter if the souvenir you
bring home from Africa is another human being? What can a wife do if all that remains of her
husband is what he left in the bathroom that morning? Never mind waking up one morning as a
giant insect. What about metamorphosing into your mother? David Galef's My Date with
Neanderthal Woman, the winner of Dzanc Books' first Short Story Collection Competition, responds
to these and other questions: thirty-three visions of lives that--let's hope--are far from your
own.--Page 2 of cover.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: On the Edge of Gone
Corinne Duyvis, 2016-03-08 A thrilling, thought-provoking novel from one of young-adult literature’s
boldest new talents. January 29, 2035. That’s the day the comet is scheduled to hit—the big one.
Denise and her mother and sister, Iris, have been assigned to a temporary shelter outside their
hometown of Amsterdam to wait out the blast, but Iris is nowhere to be found, and at the rate
Denise’s drug-addicted mother is going, they’ll never reach the shelter in time. A last-minute
meeting leads them to something better than a temporary shelter—a generation ship, scheduled to
leave Earth behind to colonize new worlds after the comet hits. But everyone on the ship has been
chosen because of their usefulness. Denise is autistic and fears that she’ll never be allowed to stay.
Can she obtain a spot before the ship takes flight? What about her mother and sister? When the
future of the human race is at stake, whose lives matter most?

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: He Forgot to Say
Goodbye Benjamin Alire Sdenz, 2010-03-09 For use in schools and libraries only. Ram and Jake do
have one thing in common: They are lost boys who have never met their fathers. As Jake and Ram
overcome their suspicions of each other, their friendship becomes a healing in a world of hurt.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Black Dove, White
Raven FElizabeth Wein, 2015-03-31 Emilia and Teo's lives changed in a fiery, terrifying instant when
a bird strike brought down the plane their stunt pilot mothers were flying. Teo's mother died
immediately, but Em's survived, determined to raise Teo according to his late mother's wishes-in a
place where he won't be discriminated against because of the color of his skin. But in 1930s
America, a white woman raising a black adoptive son alongside a white daughter is too often seen as
a threat. Seeking a home where her children won't be held back by ethnicity or gender, Rhoda
brings Em and Teo to Ethiopia, and all three fall in love with the beautiful, peaceful country. But that
peace is shattered by the threat of war with Italy, and teenage Em and Teo are drawn into the
conflict. Will their devotion to their country, its culture and people, and each other be their downfall
or their salvation? In the tradition of her award-winning and bestselling Code Name Verity, Elizabeth
Wein brings us another thrilling and deeply affecting novel that explores the bonds of friendship, the
resilience of young pilots, and the strength of the human spirit.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: We Contain Multitudes
Sarah Henstra, 2019-05-14 An exhilarating and emotional LGBTQ story about the growing
relationship between two teen boys, told through the letters written to one another. For fans of



Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe and I'll Give You the Sun. Thrown together
by a zealous English teacher's classroom-mailbox assignment, notorious scrapper, Adam Kurl
Kurlansky, and Jonathan Hopkirk, a flamboyant Walt Whitman wannabe, have to write an
old-fashioned letter to each other every week. Kurl is a senior, an ex high school football player, held
back a year, while Jo is a nerdy, out tenth grader with a penchant for vintage clothes and a deep love
for poetry. They are an unlikely pair, but with each letter, the two begin to develop a friendship that
grows into love. But with homophobia, bullying and familial abuse, Jonathan and Kurl must struggle
to overcome their conflicts and hold onto their relationship, and each other.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Nerds, Goths, Geeks,
and Freaks Trevor Boffone, Cristina Herrera, 2020-03-18 Winner of the Children’s Literature
Association’s 2022 Edited Book Award Contributions by Carolina Alonso, Elena Avilés, Trevor
Boffone, Christi Cook, Ella Diaz, Amanda Ellis, Cristina Herrera, Guadalupe Garcia McCall, Domino
Pérez, Adrianna M. Santos, Roxanne Schroeder-Arce, Lettycia Terrones, and Tim Wadham In Nerds,
Goths, Geeks, and Freaks: Outsiders in Chicanx and Latinx Young Adult Literature, the outsider
intersects with discussions of race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality. The essays in this volume
address questions of outsider identities and how these identities are shaped by mainstream myths
around Chicanx and Latinx young people, particularly with the common stereotype of the struggling,
underachieving inner-city teens. Contributors also grapple with how young adults reclaim what it
means to be an outsider, weirdo, nerd, or goth, and how the reclamation of these marginalized
identities expand conversations around authenticity and narrow understandings of what constitutes
cultural identity. Included are analysis of such texts as I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter,
Shadowshaper, Swimming While Drowning, and others. Addressed in the essays are themes of
outsiders in Chicanx/Latinx children’s and young adult literature, and the contributors insist that to
understand Latinx youth identities it is necessary to shed light on outsiders within an already
marginalized ethnic group: nerds, goths, geeks, freaks, and others who might not fit within such
Latinx popular cultural paradigms as the chola and cholo, identities that are ever-present in films,
television, and the internet.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Every Day David
Levithan, 2012-08-28 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢« NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR by Booklist ¢ Kirkus Reviews Celebrate all the ways love makes us who we are with the
romance that Entertainment Weekly calls wise, wildly unique--from the bestselling co-author of Nick
and Norah's Infinite Playlist--about a teen who wakes up every morning in a different body, living a
different life. Now a major motion picture! Every day a different body. Every day a different life.
Every day in love with the same girl. There’s never any warning about where it will be or who it will
be. A has made peace with that, even established guidelines by which to live: Never get too
attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. It’s all fine until the morning that A wakes up in the
body of Justin and meets Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has
been living no longer apply. Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with—day in, day
out, day after day. With his new novel, David Levithan, bestselling co-author of Will Grayson, Will
Grayson, and Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist, has pushed himself to new creative heights. He has
written a captivating story that will fascinate readers as they begin to comprehend the complexities
of life and love in A’s world, as A and Rhiannon seek to discover if you can truly love someone who is
destined to change every day. “A story that is always alluring, oftentimes humorous and much like
love itself— splendorous.” —Los Angeles Times

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Carry Me Like Water
Benjamin Alire Saenz, 2011-03-15 Sentimental and ferocious, upsetting and tender, firmly
magic-realist yet utterly modern. . . Sdenz is a writer with greatness in him. —San Diego Union
Tribune With Carry Me Like Water, Benjamin Alire Sdenz unfolds a beautiful story about hope and
forgiveness, unexpected reunions, an expanded definition of family, and, ultimately, what happens
when the disparate worlds of pain and privilege collide. Diego, a deaf-mute, is barely surviving on
the border in El Paso, Texas. Diego's sister, Helen, who lives with her husband in the posh suburbs



of San Francisco, long ago abandoned both her brother and her El Paso roots. Helen's best friend,
Lizzie, a nurse in an AIDS ward, begins to uncover her own buried past after a mystical encounter
with a patient. This immensely moving novel confronts divisions of race, gender, and class, fusing
together the stories of people who come to recognize one another from former lives they didn't know
existed— or that they tried to forget.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: The Little School Alicia
Partnoy, 1998-09-01 One of Argentina's 30,000 disappeared, Alicia Partnoy was abducted from her
home by secret police and taken to a concentration camp where she was tortured, and where most
of the other prisoners were killed. Her writings were smuggled out of prison and published
anonymously in human rights journals. The Little School is Alicia Partnoy's memoir of her
disappearance and imprisonment in Argentina in the 1970s. Told in a series of tales that resound in
memory like parables, The Little School is proof of the resilience of the human spirit and the healing
powers of art. This second edition features a revised introduction by the author and a preface by
Julia Alvarez.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Passion of the Western
Mind Richard Tarnas, 2011-10-19 [This] magnificent critical survey, with its inherent respect for
both the 'Westt's mainstream high culture' and the 'radically changing world' of the 1990s, offers a
new breakthrough for lay and scholarly readers alike....Allows readers to grasp the big picture of
Western culture for the first time. SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE Here are the great minds of
Western civilization and their pivotal ideas, from Plato to Hegel, from Augustine to Nietzsche, from
Copernicus to Freud. Richard Tarnas performs the near-miracle of describing profound philosophical
concepts simply but without simplifying them. Ten years in the making and already hailed as a
classic, THE PASSION OF THE WESERN MIND is truly a complete liberal education in a single
volume.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: The Gift Edith Eva Eger,
2020-09-15 “I will be forever changed by Edith Eger’s story.” —Oprah A practical and inspirational
guide to stopping destructive patterns and imprisoning thoughts to find freedom and joy in life—now
updated to address the challenges of the pandemic and a world in crisis. World renowned
psychologist and internationally bestselling author, Edith Eger’s, powerful New York Times
bestselling book The Choice told the story of her survival in the concentration camps, her escape,
healing, and journey to freedom. Readers around the world wrote to tell her how The Choice moved
them and inspired them to confront their own past and try to heal their pain. They asked her to write
another, more prescriptive book. Eger’s second book, The Gift, expands on her message of healing
and provides a hands-on guide that gently encourages readers to change the thoughts and behaviors
that may be keeping them imprisoned in the past. Eger explains that the worst prison she
experienced is not the prison that Nazis put her in but the one she created for herself: the prison
within her own mind. She describes the most pervasive imprisoning beliefs she has
known—including fear, grief, anger, secrets, stress, guilt, shame, and avoidance—and the tools she
has discovered to deal with these universal challenges. These lessons are offered through riveting
and inspiring stories from her life and the lives of her patients. This new, revised edition of The Gift
contains two new chapters that examine the invaluable insights and lessons Edie learned during the
Covid-19 pandemic; a time she used to rediscover freedom even in lockdown and to enjoy the simple
pleasures of life, including preparing and sharing meals with the ones we love. Edie includes recipes
for some of her favorite dishes which have been updated and tested by her daughter Marianne Engle
and explains how food can be a deep expression of love and connection. As readers seek to find joy
and some peace in these challenging times, Eger’s wisdom and heartfelt advice is as timely, and
timeless, as ever and certain to resonate with Eger’s devoted readers and those who have not yet
found her transformational wisdom. Filled with empathy, insight, and humor, The Gift captures the
vulnerability and common challenges we all face and provides encouragement and advice for
breaking out of our personal prisons to find healing and greater joy in life.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: The Poet X Elizabeth



Acevedo, 2018-03-06 Winner of the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, the Michael
L. Printz Award, and the Pura Belpré Award! Fans of Jacqueline Woodson, Meg Medina, and Jason
Reynolds will fall hard for this astonishing New York Times-bestselling novel-in-verse by an
award-winning slam poet, about an Afro-Latina heroine who tells her story with blazing words and
powerful truth. Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever
since her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking.
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the
pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches
feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. With Mami’s
determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her
thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she
doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop
thinking about performing her poems. Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her,
Xiomara refuses to be silent. “Crackles with energy and snaps with authenticity and voice.” —Justina
Ireland, author of Dread Nation “An incredibly potent debut.” —Jason Reynolds, author of the
National Book Award Finalist Ghost “Acevedo has amplified the voices of girls en el barrio who are
equal parts goddess, saint, warrior, and hero.” —Ibi Zoboi, author of American Street This young
adult novel, a selection of the Schomburg Center's Black Liberation Reading List, is an excellent
choice for accelerated tween readers in grades 6 to 8. Plus don't miss Elizabeth Acevedo's With the
Fire on High and Clap When You Land!

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: If [ Ever Get Out of Here
Eric Gansworth, 2013-07-30 A heart-healing, mocs-on-the-ground story of music, family and
friendship. -- Cynthia Leitich Smith, author of Tantalize and Rain is Not My Indian Name. Lewis Shoe
Blake is used to the joys and difficulties of life on the Tuscarora Indian reservation in 1975: the
joking, the Fireball games, the snow blowing through his roof. What he's not used to is white kids
being nice to him -- kids like George Haddonfield, whose family recently moved to town with the Air
Force. As the boys connect through their mutual passion for music, especially the Beatles, Lewis has
to lie more and more to hide the reality of his family's poverty from George. He also has to deal with
the vicious Evan Reininger, who makes Lewis the special target of his wrath. But when everyone
else is on Evan's side, how can he be defeated? And if George finds out the truth about Lewis's home
-- will he still be his friend? Acclaimed adult author Eric Gansworth makes his YA debut with this wry
and powerful novel about friendship, memory, and the joy of rock 'n' roll.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: All We Can Do Is Wait
Richard Lawson, 2019-02-05 Debut author and Vanity Fair film critic Richard Lawson makes your
heart stop and time stand still in his extraordinary and life-affirming novel that's perfect for fans of If
I Stay and We All Looked Up. In the hours after a bridge collapse rocks their city, a group of Boston
teenagers meet in the waiting room of Massachusetts General Hospital: Siblings Jason and Alexa
have already experienced enough grief for a lifetime, so in this moment of confusion and despair,
Alexa hopes that she can look to her brother for support. But a secret Jason has been keeping from
his sister threatens to tear the siblings apart...right when they need each other most. Scott is
waiting to hear about his girlfriend, Aimee, who was on a bus with her theater group when the
bridge went down. Their relationship has been rocky, but Scott knows that if he can just see Aimee
one more time, if she can just make it through this ordeal and he can tell her he loves her,
everything will be all right. And then there's Skyler, whose sister Kate—the sister who is more like a
mother, the sister who is basically Skyler's everything—was crossing the bridge when it collapsed.
As the minutes tick by without a word from the hospital staff, Skyler is left to wonder how she can
possibly move through life without the one person who makes her feel strong when she's at her
weakest. In his riveting, achingly beautiful debut, Richard Lawson guides readers through an
emotional and life-changing night as these teens are forced to face the reality of their pasts...and the
prospect of very different futures.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Yaqui Delgado Wants




to Kick Your Ass Meg Medina, 2013-03-26 Winner of the 2014 Pura Belpré Author Award In Meg
Medina’s compelling new novel, a Latina teen is targeted by a bully at her new school — and must
discover resources she never knew she had. One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy
Sanchez that Yaqui Delgado hates her and wants to kick her ass. Piddy doesn’t even know who Yaqui
is, never mind what she’s done to piss her off. Word is that Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up, shakes
her stuff when she walks, and isn’t Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, and no accent.
And Yaqui isn’t kidding around, so Piddy better watch her back. At first Piddy is more concerned
with trying to find out more about the father she’s never met and how to balance honors courses
with her weekend job at the neighborhood hair salon. But as the harassment escalates, avoiding
Yaqui and her gang starts to take over Piddy’s life. Is there any way for Piddy to survive without
closing herself off or running away? In an all-too-realistic novel, Meg Medina portrays a sympathetic
heroine who is forced to decide who she really is.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Where Is God When It
Hurts? Philip Yancey, 2010-02-23 Gold Medallion Book Award Winner. Over a million copies sold.
An inspirational classic for more than thirty years,?”Where Is God When It Hurts??honestly explores
pain—from physical wounds to emotional and spiritual pain—and sheds new light on God's presence
in our suffering. How can a loving God allow this to happen? God is either all-loving or all-powerful,
but he can't be both. You've heard that question, and perhaps you've even asked it yourself. When a
loved one dies, we receive a terminal diagnosis, or natural disasters strike, people often wonder
whether God is the?cause?of suffering and why he doesn't immediately take away the pain or fix the
situation. As a result, we become angry at the once-beloved God who betrayed us. Bestselling author
Philip Yancey uses examples from the Bible and from his own experiences to show us how we can
learn to accept—without blame, anger, or fear—what we don't understand. Along the way, he
answers questions such as: Why is there such a thing as pain? Is pain a message from God? How
should we respond to suffering? How can we learn to cope with pain? Where Is God When It
Hurts??speaks to everyone who thinks that suffering doesn't make sense. With compassion and
clarity, Yancey brings us one step closer to finding an answer when our pain, or the pain of those we
love, is real and we are left wondering,?where is God when it hurts? One of the most helpful
treatments of the problem of evil that ['ve ever read. If I were looking around for something to give
to individuals who are going through travail or difficulty, this is the book I'd recommend. —Dr.
Vernon Grounds, former Chancellor of Denver Seminar

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Jenny Dante Gabriel
Rossetti, 2018-10-12 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Read Me Like A Book
Liz Kessler, 2015-05-14 'An important contribution to the YA literary canon and a welcome reminder
that love is love, no matter what.' - Jodi Picoult, New York Times bestselling author The first YA
novel from bestselling author Liz Kessler, Read Me Like A Book is a brave, honest and vital
coming-out story that follows one girl's exploration of love, identity and sexuality. Ashleigh Walker is
having a difficult year. She's struggling at school, and coming home to parents who are on the verge
of divorce. She knows she should be happy spending time with her boyfriend - but, for some reason,
being around him just makes her worry more. It's only in her English teacher, Miss Murray, that she
feels she's found a kindred spirit. Miss Murray helps Ashleigh develop her writing skills and her



confidence - but what happens when boundaries begin to blur? What will the repercussions be for
Ashleigh? And how will she navigate her own sexuality?

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Yellow Rain Mai Der
Vang, 2021-09-21 A reinvestigation of chemical biological weapons dropped on the Hmong people in
the fallout of the Vietnam War In this staggering work of documentary, poetry, and collage, Mai Der
Vang reopens a wrongdoing that deserves a new reckoning. As the United States abandoned them at
the end of the Vietnam War, many Hmong refugees recounted stories of a mysterious substance that
fell from planes during their escape from Laos starting in the mid-1970s. This substance, known as
“yellow rain,” caused severe illnesses and thousands of deaths. These reports prompted an
investigation into allegations that a chemical biological weapon had been used against the Hmong in
breach of international treaties. A Cold War scandal erupted, wrapped in partisan debate around
chemical arms development versus control. And then, to the world’s astonishment, American
scientists argued that yellow rain was the feces of honeybees defecating en masse—still held as the
widely accepted explanation. The truth of what happened to the Hmong, to those who experienced
and suffered yellow rain, has been ignored and discredited. Integrating archival research and
declassified documents, Yellow Rain calls out the erasure of a history, the silencing of a people who
at the time lacked the capacity and resources to defend and represent themselves. In poems that
sing and lament, that contend and question, Vang restores a vital narrative in danger of being lost,
and brilliantly explores what it means to have access to the truth and how marginalized groups are
often forbidden that access.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: The Vision of Hell
Dante Alighieri, 1892

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Sammy and Juliana in
Hollywood Benjamin Alire Sfenz, 2011-05-10 As a Chicano boy living in the unglamorous town of
Hollywood, New Mexico, and a member of the graduating class of 1969, Sammy Santos faces the
challenges of gringo racism, unpopular dress codes, the Vietnam War, barrio violence, and poverty.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Science And Human
Behavior B.F Skinner, 2012-12-18 The psychology classic—a detailed study of scientific theories of
human nature and the possible ways in which human behavior can be predicted and
controlled—from one of the most influential behaviorists of the twentieth century and the author of
Walden Two. “This is an important book, exceptionally well written, and logically consistent with the
basic premise of the unitary nature of science. Many students of society and culture would take
violent issue with most of the things that Skinner has to say, but even those who disagree most will
find this a stimulating book.” —Samuel M. Strong, The American Journal of Sociology “This is a
remarkable book—remarkable in that it presents a strong, consistent, and all but exhaustive case for
a natural science of human behavior...It ought to be...valuable for those whose preferences lie with,
as well as those whose preferences stand against, a behavioristic approach to human activity.”
—Harry Prosch, Ethics

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Into the Heartless
Wood Joanna Ruth Meyer, 2021-01-12 The forest is a dangerous place, where siren song lures men
and women to their deaths. For centuries, a witch has harvested souls to feed the heartless tree,
using its power to grow her domain. When Owen Merrick is lured into the witch’s wood, one of her
tree-siren daughters, Seren, saves his life instead of ending it. Every night, he climbs over the
garden wall to see her, and every night her longing to become human deepens. But a shift in the
stars foretells a dangerous curse, and Seren’s quest to become human will lead them into an ancient
war raging between the witch and the king who is trying to stop her.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Like a Love Story Abdi
Nazemian, 2019-06-04 Stonewall Honor Book * A Time Magazine Best YA Book of All Time A book
for warriors, divas, artists, queens, individuals, activists, trend setters, and anyone searching for the
courage to be themselves.”—Mackenzi Lee, New York Times bestselling author of The Gentleman'’s
Guide to Vice and Virtue It’s 1989 in New York City, and for three teens, the world is changing. Reza



is an Iranian boy who has just moved to the city with his mother to live with his stepfather and
stepbrother. He’s terrified that someone will guess the truth he can barely acknowledge about
himself. Reza knows he’s gay, but all he knows of gay life are the media’s images of men dying of
AIDS. Judy is an aspiring fashion designer who worships her uncle Stephen, a gay man with AIDS
who devotes his time to activism as a member of ACT UP. Judy has never imagined finding
romance...until she falls for Reza and they start dating. Art is Judy’s best friend, their school’s only
out and proud teen. He’ll never be who his conservative parents want him to be, so he rebels by
documenting the AIDS crisis through his photographs. As Reza and Art grow closer, Reza struggles
to find a way out of his deception that won’t break Judy’s heart—and destroy the most meaningful
friendship he’s ever known. This is a bighearted, sprawling epic about friendship and love and the
revolutionary act of living life to the fullest in the face of impossible odds.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Himawari House
Harmony Becker, 2021-11-09 A young adult graphic novel about three foreign exchange students
and the pleasures, and difficulties, of adjusting to living in Japan. Living in a new country is no walk
in the park—Nao, Hyejung, and Tina can all attest to that. The three of them became fast friends
through living together in the Himawari House in Tokyo and attending the same Japanese cram
school. Nao came to Japan to reconnect with her Japanese heritage, while Hyejung and Tina came to
find freedom and their own paths. Though each of them has her own motivations and challenges,
they all deal with language barriers, being a fish out of water, self discovery, love, and family.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: If the Shoe Fits Julie
Murphy, 2021-08-03 If the Shoe Fits encompasses everything I love about rom-coms. I laughed, I
swooned, I smiled. Another hit for Julie Murphy! —Colleen Hoover, #1 New York Times best-selling
author of Hopeless If the shoe doesn't fit, maybe it’s time to design your own. Cindy loves shoes. A
well-placed bow or a chic stacked heel is her form of self-expression. As a fashion-obsessed plus-size
woman, she can never find designer clothes that work on her body, but a special pair of shoes
always fits just right. With a shiny new design degree but no job in sight, Cindy moves back in with
her stepmother, Erica Tremaine, the executive producer of the world’s biggest dating reality show.
When a contestant on Before Midnight bows out at the last minute, Cindy is thrust into the spotlight.
Showcasing her killer shoe collection on network TV seems like a great way to jump-start her career.
And, while she’s at it, why not go on a few lavish dates with an eligible suitor? But being the first
and only fat contestant on Before Midnight turns her into a viral sensation—and a body-positivity
icon—overnight. Even harder to believe? She can actually see herself falling for this Prince
Charming. To make it to the end, despite the fans, the haters, and a house full of fellow contestants
she’s not sure she can trust, Cindy will have to take a leap of faith and hope her heels— and her
heart—don’t break in the process. Best-selling author Julie Murphy’s reimagining of a beloved fairy
tale is an enchanting story of self-love and believing in the happy ending each and every one of us
deserves.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Pog Padraig Kenny,
2019-04-04 'One of a kind. Utterly fantastic.' Eoin Colfer on Tin David and Penny's strange new
home is surrounded by forest. It's the childhood home of their mother, who's recently died. But other
creatures live here ... magical creatures, like tiny, hairy Pog. He's one of the First Folk, protecting
the boundary between the worlds. As the children explore, they discover monsters slipping through
from the place on the other side of the cellar door. Meanwhile, David is drawn into the woods by
something darker, which insists there's a way he can bring his mother back ...

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Bad Girls Never Say
Die Jennifer Mathieu, 2021-10-19 From the acclaimed author of Moxie comes a gripping
gender-flipped reimagining of The Outsiders that explores the deep bonds of female friendship and
what it takes to be a bad girl. 1964. Houston, Texas. Evie Barnes is a bad girl. So are all her friends.
They’re the sort who wear bold makeup, laugh too loud, and run around with boys. Most of all, they
protect their own against the world. So when Evie is saved from a sinister encounter by a good girl
from the right side of the tracks, every rule she's always lived by is called into question. Now she



must redefine what it means to be a bad girl and rethink everything she knew about loyalty. In this
riveting story of murder, secrets, and tragedy, Jennifer Mathieu puts a female twist on S. E. Hinton's
The Outsiders. Bad Girls Never Say Die has all the drama and heartache of that teen classic, but
with a feminist take just right for our times.

aristotle and dante discover the secrets of the universe analysis: Composing Gender
Rachael Groner, John O'Hara, 2013-11-08 Composing Gender explores questions around the central
concept of gender: Is gender binary, or more complicated? How do we define gender and sexuality?
What stereotypes, expectations, and rituals shape gender? What influence does the media have on
gender? Readings by a range of feminist scholars, journalists, gender theorists, biologists, legal
scholars, sociologists, and others take up these questions and more. Questions and assignments for
each selection provide a range of activities for students. The Web site for the Spotlight Series offers
comprehensive instructor support with sample syllabi and additional teaching resources. The
Bedford Spotlight Reader Series is an exciting new line of single-theme readers, each featuring
Bedford'’s trademark care and quality. The readers in the series collect carefully chosen readings
sufficient for an entire writing course—about 30 selections—to allow instructors to provide carefully
developed, high-quality instruction at an affordable price. Bedford Spotlight Readers are designed to
help students make inquiries from multiple perspectives, opening up topics such as money, food,
sustainability, and gender to critical analysis. The readers are flexibly arranged in thematic
chapters, each focusing in depth on a different facet of the central topic. An Editorial Board of more
than a dozen compositionists at schools focusing on specific themes have assisted in the
development of the series.
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