
average legal expense for small
business
Introduction:

Navigating the legal landscape as a small business owner can feel like traversing a
minefield. Understanding the average legal expenses you might encounter is crucial for
budgeting and planning. This comprehensive guide explores the typical costs associated
with legal services for small businesses, helping you anticipate expenses and make
informed decisions to protect your company's future. We'll delve into various legal areas,
offering insights into what to expect and how to potentially minimize your legal spend.

Article Outline:

I. Defining "Average" Legal Expenses: Understanding the variability based on industry,
location, and business structure.
II. Common Legal Costs for Small Businesses:
a. Formation and incorporation fees.
b. Contract review and drafting.
c. Intellectual property protection (trademarks, copyrights).
d. Employment law compliance (contracts, terminations).
e. Dispute resolution (mediation, arbitration, litigation).
III. Factors Influencing Legal Costs:
a. Lawyer experience and location.
b. Complexity of the legal issue.
c. Hourly rates versus flat fees.
d. Number of hours required.
IV. Strategies for Minimizing Legal Expenses:
a. Preventive legal measures (well-drafted contracts).
b. Utilizing online legal resources.
c. Negotiating fees with lawyers.
d. Seeking legal advice early.
V. When to Seek Legal Counsel: Identifying critical situations demanding professional legal
help.

Article Body:

Defining "Average" Legal Expenses: A Moving Target

Determining a precise average for small business legal expenses is challenging. The costs
vary significantly based on factors such as your industry, business location, the complexity
of your legal needs, and your business structure (sole proprietorship, LLC, corporation,
etc.). A small bakery will have different legal needs and costs than a software startup, for
instance.



Formation and Incorporation Fees: Setting Up Shop
Legally

The initial costs associated with forming your business can range widely. Filing fees for
registering your business name, obtaining an EIN (Employer Identification Number), and
formally incorporating your business (if choosing an LLC or corporation) will be your first
expenses. These can vary by state and the type of entity you choose.

Contract Review and Drafting: Protecting Your Business
Interests

Contracts are the lifeblood of many businesses. From vendor agreements to client
contracts, having legal professionals review and draft these documents is crucial to avoid
future disputes and protect your interests. The cost of this depends on the complexity and
length of the contracts involved.

Intellectual Property Protection: Safeguarding Your
Innovations

Protecting your intellectual property (IP) – trademarks, copyrights, patents – is vital for a
business’s success and long-term value. Securing these rights involves filing applications
with the relevant authorities, which comes with associated fees. The cost also depends on
the type of IP and whether you are seeking protection domestically or internationally.

Employment Law Compliance: Navigating the
Complexities of Hiring

Employing people introduces a layer of legal complexities. Drafting employment contracts,
ensuring compliance with labor laws (regarding wages, hours, benefits, etc.), and managing
potential terminations correctly all have significant legal implications and associated costs.
Failure to comply can lead to costly lawsuits.

Dispute Resolution: Addressing Conflicts Effectively

Disputes with clients, vendors, or employees are unfortunately a possibility. The costs
associated with resolving these disputes can vary dramatically, ranging from relatively
inexpensive mediation to costly litigation. Early intervention and preventative measures
can often minimize these costs.



Factors Influencing Legal Costs: Understanding the
Variables

The experience and location of your legal counsel directly influence costs. Experienced
attorneys in major metropolitan areas generally charge higher hourly rates than less
experienced attorneys in smaller towns. The complexity of the legal issue is another key
factor, with more complex matters requiring more time and therefore, costing more. You'll
also find different billing structures; hourly rates are common, but some lawyers offer flat
fees for specific services. The total number of hours the lawyer dedicates to your case will
determine the ultimate price.

Strategies for Minimizing Legal Expenses: Proactive
Planning

Proactive measures can significantly reduce your long-term legal expenses. Well-drafted
contracts from the outset can prevent costly disputes later on. Exploring online legal
resources, like templates and guides, can help with simpler tasks. Negotiating fees with
lawyers and clearly defining the scope of work upfront are also important strategies.
Seeking legal advice early, even on seemingly minor issues, can often prevent larger
problems from developing.

When to Seek Legal Counsel: Recognizing Critical
Situations

Don't hesitate to contact a lawyer when facing significant issues like contract disputes,
intellectual property infringement, employment-related problems, or any situation that
could lead to legal action. Early consultation can help you navigate these situations
effectively and potentially avoid costly repercussions.

Conclusion:

While predicting the precise average legal expense for a small business is difficult,
understanding the common cost areas and implementing proactive strategies is vital for
financial planning. By being informed about potential legal issues and seeking expert
advice when needed, you can minimize your overall legal spend and protect your business's
future. Remember, preventative measures are often far less costly than reactive ones.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: Can I represent myself in legal matters? A: While you can represent yourself, it's
generally recommended to seek professional legal advice, especially for complex issues. A
lawyer's expertise can save you time, money, and potential legal pitfalls.



Q: How can I find an affordable lawyer? A: Explore options like legal aid organizations,
online legal service providers, and attorneys who offer flat fees for specific services. Get
quotes from multiple lawyers before making a decision.

Q: What is a retainer agreement? A: A retainer agreement is a contract between you and a
lawyer, often involving an upfront payment, ensuring their availability for a specific period
or type of work.

Q: Can I negotiate lawyer fees? A: Often, yes. It's always wise to discuss fees upfront and
negotiate terms that fit your budget.
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  average legal expense for small business: Self-employment Tax , 1988
  average legal expense for small business: Model Rules of Professional Conduct American
Bar Association. House of Delegates, Center for Professional Responsibility (American Bar
Association), 2007 The Model Rules of Professional Conduct provides an up-to-date resource for
information on legal ethics. Federal, state and local courts in all jurisdictions look to the Rules for
guidance in solving lawyer malpractice cases, disciplinary actions, disqualification issues, sanctions
questions and much more. In this volume, black-letter Rules of Professional Conduct are followed by
numbered Comments that explain each Rule's purpose and provide suggestions for its practical
application. The Rules will help you identify proper conduct in a variety of given situations, review
those instances where discretionary action is possible, and define the nature of the relationship
between you and your clients, colleagues and the courts.
  average legal expense for small business: Basis of Assets , 1993
  average legal expense for small business: Profit First Mike Michalowicz, 2017-02-21 Author
of cult classics The Pumpkin Plan and The Toilet Paper Entrepreneur offers a simple,
counterintuitive cash management solution that will help small businesses break out of the doom
spiral and achieve instant profitability. Conventional accounting uses the logical (albeit, flawed)
formula: Sales - Expenses = Profit. The problem is, businesses are run by humans, and humans
aren't always logical. Serial entrepreneur Mike Michalowicz has developed a behavioral approach to
accounting to flip the formula: Sales - Profit = Expenses. Just as the most effective weight loss
strategy is to limit portions by using smaller plates, Michalowicz shows that by taking profit first and
apportioning only what remains for expenses, entrepreneurs will transform their businesses from
cash-eating monsters to profitable cash cows. Using Michalowicz's Profit First system, readers will
learn that: · Following 4 simple principles can simplify accounting and make it easier to manage a
profitable business by looking at bank account balances. · A small, profitable business can be worth
much more than a large business surviving on its top line. · Businesses that attain early and
sustained profitability have a better shot at achieving long-term growth. With dozens of case studies,
practical, step-by-step advice, and his signature sense of humor, Michalowicz has the game-changing
roadmap for any entrepreneur to make money they always dreamed of.
  average legal expense for small business: How to Start a Business in Colorado
Entrepreneur Press, 2007-07-09 SmartStart Your Business Today! How to Start a Business in
Colorado is your road map to avoiding operational, legal and financial pitfalls and breaking through



the bureaucratic red tape that often entangles new entrepreneurs. This all-in-one resource goes a
step beyond other business how-to books to give you a jump-start on planning for your business. It
provides you with: Valuable state-specific sample forms and letters on CD-ROM Mailing addresses,
telephone numbers and websites for the federal, state, local and private agencies that will help get
your business up and running State population statistics, income and consumption rates, major
industry trends and overall business incentives to give you a better picture of doing business in
Colorado Checklists, sample forms and a complete sample business plan to assist you with numerous
startup details State-specific information on issues like choosing a legal form, selecting a business
name, obtaining licenses and permits, registering to pay taxes and knowing your employer
responsibilities Federal and state options for financing your new venture Resources, cost
information, statistics and regulations have all been updated. That, plus a new easier-to-use layout
putting all the state-specific information in one block of chapters, make this your must-have guide to
getting your business off the ground.
  average legal expense for small business: 7 Steps to Success: ,
  average legal expense for small business: The Fundraising Rules Mark Peter Davis,
2013-03-22 The Fundraising Rules is a very clear explanation of the startup fundraising process,
written by a person who has been on both sides of the fundraising process as a venture capitalist,
angel investor and venture-backed startup founder. This book will guide you through the fundraising
process from planning your fundraising strategy, to creating pitch materials, to getting the meeting,
to closing the deal. You can read more about Mark Peter Davis, the author, on his blog
http://mpd.me or follow him on Twitter http://twitter.com/mpd. WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: THIS
IS VERY CLEAR! - Julien Smith, NY Times Best Selling Author and Startup CEO A practical guide
from someone who has seen thousands of pitches - read it to get the inside track on how to get
funded with the least amount of pain. - Jeff Bussgang, General Partner of Flybridge Capital Partners
& Author of Mastering the VC Game The Fundraising Rules should be required reading for
entrepreneurs raising any round of capital. These tools will increase your odds of successfully
getting funded, raising the right amount of money at the right valuation, and starting off the
relationship with your investors in the best possible way. - Jed Katz, Managing Director of Javelin
Venture Partners, Co-Founder of Rent.net & Move.com This book is a clear step-by-step guide to the
funding process and a great reference for founders preparing for that rite of passage. - Erick
Schonfeld, Executive Producer at DEMO & Former Editor of TechCrunch A NOTE FROM THE
AUTHOR: Many of the world's best entrepreneurs are bad at fundraising. At first, I didn't
understand why, since the skills used in fundraising are many of the same skills used to create
businesses. Over time, however, the reason these athletes underperform became clear. They don't
possess a fundamental understanding of the fundraising process. They have the skills, but not the
knowledge. My mission in writing this book is to illuminate the fundraising process so that engaging
these venture capitalists is no longer like walking in the dark. I will provide a detailed account of
both the key steps in fundraising and the rationale behind them. The information should help
entrepreneurs see through the eyes of the venture capital investor, enabling them to better
understand motivations of investors and how best to engage them. ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Mark
Peter Davis is a serial entrepreneur, community organizer and venture capitalist. He is a Venture
Partner at High Peaks Venture Partners and a co-founder of Venwise, Devspark, Founder Shield and
several other companies. Mark is the author of a blog (mpd.me) that addresses industry topics and
offers guidance to entrepreneurs on how to raise venture capital. Mark is also an occasional
contributor to a number of industry news services, including PE Hub, Mashable, OPENForum,
Business Insider and Inc.com.
  average legal expense for small business: The Client-Centered Law Firm Jack Newton,
2020-01-28 The legal industry has long been risk averse, but when it comes to adapting to the
experience-driven world created by companies like Netflix, Uber, and Airbnb, adherence to the old
status quo could be the death knell for today's law firms. In The Client-Centered Law Firm, Clio
cofounder Jack Newton offers a clear-eyed and timely look at how providing a client-centered



experience and running an efficient, profitable law firm aren't opposing ideas. With this approach,
they drive each other. Covering the what, why, and how of running a client-centered practice, with
examples from law firms leading this revolution as well as practical strategies for implementation,
The Client-Centered Law Firm is a rallying call to unlock the enormous latent demand in the legal
market by providing client-centered experiences, improving internal processes, and raising the
bottom line.
  average legal expense for small business: Retirement Plans for Self-employed Individuals
United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1996
  average legal expense for small business: Individual retirement arrangements (IRAs)
United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1990
  average legal expense for small business: A Guide to Starting a Business in Minnesota
Charles A. Schaffer, Madeline Harris, 1983
  average legal expense for small business: Budgeting for the Small Business Constance
Pinney, 1992
  average legal expense for small business: Farmer's Tax Guide , 1998
  average legal expense for small business: Small Business , 2000
  average legal expense for small business: Introduction to Business Lawrence J. Gitman, Carl
McDaniel, Amit Shah, Monique Reece, Linda Koffel, Bethann Talsma, James C. Hyatt, 2024-09-16
Introduction to Business covers the scope and sequence of most introductory business courses. The
book provides detailed explanations in the context of core themes such as customer satisfaction,
ethics, entrepreneurship, global business, and managing change. Introduction to Business includes
hundreds of current business examples from a range of industries and geographic locations, which
feature a variety of individuals. The outcome is a balanced approach to the theory and application of
business concepts, with attention to the knowledge and skills necessary for student success in this
course and beyond. This is an adaptation of Introduction to Business by OpenStax. You can access
the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were made to ensure a better
ebook reading experience. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
  average legal expense for small business: Ask a Manager Alison Green, 2018-05-01 From the
creator of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist comes a witty,
practical guide to 200 difficult professional conversations—featuring all-new advice! There’s a
reason Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten years as a
workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people avoid awkward conversations in the office
because they simply don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly helpful
book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have during your career. You’ll learn what
to say when • coworkers push their work on you—then take credit for it • you accidentally trash-talk
someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re being micromanaged—or not being managed at all
• you catch a colleague in a lie • your boss seems unhappy with your work • your cubemate’s loud
speakerphone is making you homicidal • you got drunk at the holiday party Praise for Ask a
Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s] advice boils down to the idea that
you should be professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a straightforward
manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where you work.”—Booklist (starred
review) “The author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to read, and her advice can
be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for anyone new to the job
market or new to management, or anyone hoping to improve their work experience.”—Library
Journal (starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager column. This book is even
better. It teaches us how to deal with many of the most vexing big and little problems in our
workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford
professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the
ultimate playbook for navigating the traditional workforce in a diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin
Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your Financial Life Together



  average legal expense for small business: A Tea Reader Katrina Avila Munichiello,
2017-03-21 A Tea Reader contains a selection of stories that cover the spectrum of life. This
anthology shares the ways that tea has changed lives through personal, intimate stories. Read of
deep family moments, conquered heartbreak, and peace found in the face of loss. A Tea Reader
includes stories from all types of tea people: people brought up in the tea tradition, those newly
discovering it, classic writings from long-ago tea lovers and those making tea a career. Together
these tales create a new image of a tea drinker. They show that tea is not simply something you
drink, but it also provides quiet moments for making important decisions, a catalyst for
conversation, and the energy we sometimes need to operate in our lives. The stories found in A Tea
Reader cover the spectrum of life, such as the development of new friendships, beginning new
careers, taking dream journeys, and essentially sharing the deep moments of life with friends and
families. Whether you are a tea lover or not, here you will discover stories that speak to you and
inspire you. Sit down, grab a cup, and read on.
  average legal expense for small business: Why Startups Fail Tom Eisenmann, 2021-03-30 If
you want your startup to succeed, you need to understand why startups fail. “Whether you’re a
first-time founder or looking to bring innovation into a corporate environment, Why Startups Fail is
essential reading.”—Eric Ries, founder and CEO, LTSE, and New York Times bestselling author of
The Lean Startup and The Startup Way Why do startups fail? That question caught Harvard Business
School professor Tom Eisenmann by surprise when he realized he couldn’t answer it. So he launched
a multiyear research project to find out. In Why Startups Fail, Eisenmann reveals his findings: six
distinct patterns that account for the vast majority of startup failures. • Bad Bedfellows. Startup
success is thought to rest largely on the founder’s talents and instincts. But the wrong team,
investors, or partners can sink a venture just as quickly. • False Starts. In following the oft-cited
advice to “fail fast” and to “launch before you’re ready,” founders risk wasting time and capital on
the wrong solutions. • False Promises. Success with early adopters can be misleading and give
founders unwarranted confidence to expand. • Speed Traps. Despite the pressure to “get big fast,”
hypergrowth can spell disaster for even the most promising ventures. • Help Wanted. Rapidly
scaling startups need lots of capital and talent, but they can make mistakes that leave them suddenly
in short supply of both. • Cascading Miracles. Silicon Valley exhorts entrepreneurs to dream big. But
the bigger the vision, the more things that can go wrong. Drawing on fascinating stories of ventures
that failed to fulfill their early promise—from a home-furnishings retailer to a concierge dog-walking
service, from a dating app to the inventor of a sophisticated social robot, from a fashion brand to a
startup deploying a vast network of charging stations for electric vehicles—Eisenmann offers
frameworks for detecting when a venture is vulnerable to these patterns, along with a wealth of
strategies and tactics for avoiding them. A must-read for founders at any stage of their
entrepreneurial journey, Why Startups Fail is not merely a guide to preventing failure but also a
roadmap charting the path to startup success.
  average legal expense for small business: Doing Business 2020 World Bank, 2019-11-21
Seventeen in a series of annual reports comparing business regulation in 190 economies, Doing
Business 2020 measures aspects of regulation affecting 10 areas of everyday business activity.
  average legal expense for small business: Small-business Problems Relating to Iron and
Steel Scrap , 1957
  average legal expense for small business: How to Start a Business in Tennessee
Entrepreneur Press, 2003-09-25 This series covers the federal, state, and local regulations imposed
on small businesses, with concise, friendly and up-to-the-minute advice on each critical step of
starting your own business.
  average legal expense for small business: Avoid Legal Pitfalls for Small Businesses
Bevans Solicitors, 2012-02-24 Do you want to protect yourself from all the legal pitfalls in planning,
setting up and running your SME? Then let one of the UK's leading law firms guide you through the
minefield with this book - the best quick reference to all of those risks and how to avoid them, With a
practical approach that takes you from: Pre-start up ( Operating structures; Restrictions preventing



start up; Corporate finance considerations) Through start-up (Shareholder/partnership agreements
and exit strategies; Property/premises issues; Employment of staff, including drafting contracts of
employment; Supplier contracts; Customer/client contracts; Protecting IP rights) To practical
ongoing SME pitfalls (IP rights and disputes; Owner disputes; HR/employee problems; Health and
Safety problems; PI claims and HSE prosecutions; Supplier disputes; Customer disputes including
debt collection; Merger & Acquisitions activity including issues related to disposing of a business)
This invaluable book could save you from legal and financial disaster: a great value resource for
every small to medium business.
  average legal expense for small business: Full Committee Hearing on Liability Reform and
Small Business United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small Business, 2007
  average legal expense for small business: Small Business Richard J. Hillman, 2001-12
Discusses U.S. small business' (SB) access to equity capital financing (ECF), which is money raised
by a business by selling shares of ownership, or potential ownership, of the business. The specific
objectives of this report are to: (1) provide an overview of the major sources of external ECF for U.S.
SB & describe SBA's Office of Advocacy estimate of their perceived needs for ECF; (2) determine
trends for the period of 1994-99 in SB ECF; (3) describe how market practices & securities law
regulations for equity capital-raising activities could affect SB; & (4) describe any efforts undertaken
by federal & state agencies to facilitate SB access to equity capital. Charts & tables.
  average legal expense for small business: The Essential Business Guide Anna McGrail,
2008
  average legal expense for small business: Markup & Profit Michael Stone, 1999-01-01 In
order to succeed in a construction business you have to be able to mark up the price of your jobs to
cover overhead expenses and make a decent profit. The problem is how much to mark it up. You
don't want to lose jobs because you charge too much, and you don't want to work for free because
you've charged too little. If you know how much to mark up you can apply it to your job costs and
arrive at the right sales price for your work. This book gives you the background and the
calculations necessary to easily figure the markup that is right for your business. Includes a
CD-ROM with forms and checklists for your use.
  average legal expense for small business: The Pig Book Citizens Against Government Waste,
2013-09-17 The federal government wastes your tax dollars worse than a drunken sailor on shore
leave. The 1984 Grace Commission uncovered that the Department of Defense spent $640 for a
toilet seat and $436 for a hammer. Twenty years later things weren't much better. In 2004, Congress
spent a record-breaking $22.9 billion dollars of your money on 10,656 of their pork-barrel projects.
The war on terror has a lot to do with the record $413 billion in deficit spending, but it's also the
result of pork over the last 18 years the likes of: - $50 million for an indoor rain forest in Iowa - $102
million to study screwworms which were long ago eradicated from American soil - $273,000 to
combat goth culture in Missouri - $2.2 million to renovate the North Pole (Lucky for Santa!) -
$50,000 for a tattoo removal program in California - $1 million for ornamental fish research Funny in
some instances and jaw-droppingly stupid and wasteful in others, The Pig Book proves one thing
about Capitol Hill: pork is king!
  average legal expense for small business: The State Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI)
Marcus Powell, 2013 The SSBCI provides funding to states, territories, and eligible municipalities to
expand existing or to create new state small business investment programs, including state capital
access programs, collateral support programs, loan participation programs, loan guarantee
programs, and venture capital programs. This book examines the SSBCI and its implementation,
including Treasury's response to initial program audits conducted by the U.S. Government
Accountability Office and Treasury's Office of Inspector General. These audits suggested that SSBCI
participants were generally complying with the statute's requirements, but that some compliance
problems existed, in that, the Treasury's oversight of the program could be improved; and
performance measures were needed to assess the program's efficacy.
  average legal expense for small business: Tax Withholding and Estimated Tax , 1993



  average legal expense for small business: The Awarding of Attorney's Fees in Federal Courts
United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Courts, Civil
Liberties, and the Administration of Justice, 1978
  average legal expense for small business: How to Start a Business in Oregon
Entrepreneur Press, 2003 This series covers the federal, state, and local regulations imposed on
small businesses, with concise, friendly and up-to-the-minute advice on each critical step of starting
your own business.
  average legal expense for small business: Judicial Access/court Costs--H.R. 5103 and
H.R. 6429 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small Business. Subcommittee on SBA
and SBIC Authority and General Small Business Problems, 1980
  average legal expense for small business: Baby Steps Millionaires Dave Ramsey, 2022-01-11
You Can Baby Step Your Way to Becoming a Millionaire Most people know Dave Ramsey as the guy
who did stupid with a lot of zeros on the end. He made his first million in his twenties—the wrong
way—and then went bankrupt. That’s when he set out to learn God’s ways of managing money and
developed the Ramsey Baby Steps. Following these steps, Dave became a millionaire again—this
time the right way. After three decades of guiding millions of others through the plan, the evidence
is undeniable: if you follow the Baby Steps, you will become a millionaire and get to live and give like
no one else. In Baby Steps Millionaires, you will . . . *Take a deeper look at Baby Step 4 to learn how
Dave invests and builds wealth *Learn how to bust through the barriers preventing them from
becoming a millionaire *Hear true stories from ordinary people who dug themselves out of debt and
built wealth *Discover how anyone can become a millionaire, especially you Baby Steps Millionaires
isn’t a book that tells the secrets of the rich. It doesn't teach complicated financial concepts reserved
only for the elite. As a matter of fact, this information is straightforward, practical, and maybe even
a little boring. But the life you'll lead if you follow the Baby Steps is anything but boring! You don’t
need a large inheritance or the winning lottery number to become a millionaire. Anyone can do
it—even today. For those who are ready, it’s game on!
  average legal expense for small business: The 50-State Small Business Regulation Index
Wayne Winegarden, 2015-07-23
  average legal expense for small business: Small Business Liability Reform Act of 1999
United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary, 2000
  average legal expense for small business: Pain Management and the Opioid Epidemic
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine Division, Board
on Health Sciences Policy, Committee on Pain Management and Regulatory Strategies to Address
Prescription Opioid Abuse, 2017-09-28 Drug overdose, driven largely by overdose related to the use
of opioids, is now the leading cause of unintentional injury death in the United States. The ongoing
opioid crisis lies at the intersection of two public health challenges: reducing the burden of suffering
from pain and containing the rising toll of the harms that can arise from the use of opioid
medications. Chronic pain and opioid use disorder both represent complex human conditions
affecting millions of Americans and causing untold disability and loss of function. In the context of
the growing opioid problem, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) launched an Opioids
Action Plan in early 2016. As part of this plan, the FDA asked the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine to convene a committee to update the state of the science on pain
research, care, and education and to identify actions the FDA and others can take to respond to the
opioid epidemic, with a particular focus on informing FDA's development of a formal method for
incorporating individual and societal considerations into its risk-benefit framework for opioid
approval and monitoring.
  average legal expense for small business: Award of Attorneys' Fees Against the Federal
Government United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Courts,
Civil Liberties, and the Administration of Justice, 1981
  average legal expense for small business: The Cost and Availability of Liability Insurance for
Small Business United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Small Business, 1986



  average legal expense for small business: Fairness for Small Business and Employees
Act of 1998 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and the Workforce, 1998
  average legal expense for small business: The Cost of Government Regulation United
States. Congress. Joint Economic Committee. Subcommittee on Economic Growth and Stabilization,
1978
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