
breathless film analysis

Breathless: A Film Analysis Diving Deep into Godard's
Revolutionary Style

Introduction:

Jean-Luc Godard's Breathless (À bout de souffle) isn't just a film; it's a cinematic earthquake. Released
in 1960, this groundbreaking New Wave masterpiece shattered conventions and redefined
filmmaking. This in-depth analysis will dissect its revolutionary techniques, explore its complex
characters, and unpack its enduring cultural impact. We'll delve into the film's stylistic choices, its
narrative structure, its themes of rebellion and alienation, and its lasting legacy on cinema. Prepare to
be breathless yourself as we unravel the genius of Godard's seminal work.

I. The Revolutionary Style of Breathless

Godard's rejection of traditional filmmaking is immediately apparent. Breathless is a vibrant tapestry
woven with jump cuts, handheld camerawork, and improvisational dialogue. These techniques, far
from being flaws, are integral to the film's rebellious spirit. The jump cuts, jarring and disorienting,
mirror the erratic energy of the protagonist, Michel Poiccard. The handheld camera, shaky and
intimate, pulls the viewer directly into the action, blurring the line between observer and participant.
The improvisational dialogue, often naturalistic and unscripted, adds a layer of authenticity and
spontaneity that was unprecedented at the time. This stylistic rebellion wasn't merely stylistic; it was
a conscious rejection of the established cinematic norms, a declaration of independence for a new
generation of filmmakers. Godard used these techniques not to create chaos, but to reflect the
chaotic energy of the characters and the era itself.

II. Michel Poiccard: Rebel Without a Cause (or Perhaps With Many)?

Jean-Paul Belmondo's portrayal of Michel Poiccard is iconic. He's a charming, reckless, and ultimately
self-destructive criminal. He's a walking contradiction: simultaneously charismatic and nihilistic,
romantic and brutal. Michel's admiration for American gangster films is central to his persona, a
performative rebellion against French society. He emulates the coolness and swagger of Hollywood
gangsters, but his actions are often clumsy and ultimately futile. Analyzing his character requires
understanding his motivations—is he a genuine rebel or a poseur? Is his nihilism a genuine philosophy
or a mask for deeper insecurities? The ambiguity is deliberate, forcing the viewer to engage in active
interpretation.

III. Patricia Franchini: The Femme Fatale Redefined

Jean Seberg's Patricia Franchini is equally complex. Unlike the stereotypical femme fatales of classic
cinema, Patricia is not simply a manipulative seductress. She is a young American journalist in Paris,
caught in the whirlwind of Michel's criminal escapades. While initially drawn to Michel's rebellious
charm, her own moral compass is subtly challenged and ultimately conflicted. Patricia's character



breaks the mold of the passive female character common in films of the time. Her reactions are
authentic, her emotions are raw, and her choices are often driven by self-preservation, creating a
character that is both intriguing and frustratingly relatable.

IV. Themes of Rebellion and Alienation in Breathless

Breathless is saturated with themes of rebellion and alienation. Michel's actions are a direct challenge
to the established order, his criminal acts reflecting a profound dissatisfaction with societal norms. He
rejects the constraints of conformity, embracing freedom, even if it leads to destruction. Similarly,
Patricia represents a form of alienation, a young American adrift in a foreign culture, grappling with
her own identity and place in the world. The film itself reflects this alienation through its fragmented
narrative and jarring stylistic choices, mirroring the sense of detachment felt by its characters.

V. The Enduring Legacy of Breathless

Breathless’s influence on cinema is undeniable. Its stylistic innovations—the jump cuts, handheld
camerawork, improvisational dialogue—became hallmarks of the French New Wave and profoundly
impacted filmmaking worldwide. The film's anti-establishment sentiment and focus on authentic
character portrayal continue to resonate with audiences today. Its exploration of themes such as
rebellion, alienation, and identity remains relevant, making it a timeless classic that continues to
inspire and challenge viewers. The film's impact on the genre of crime thrillers, specifically, is
undeniable as a film that set new aesthetic standards. The casual interactions and relatable nature of
the main characters continue to be a reference point for filmmakers.

VI. A Detailed Outline of a Comprehensive Breathless Analysis:

Title: A Deep Dive into Jean-Luc Godard's Breathless: Revolutionizing Cinema and Defining a
Generation

I. Introduction:
Brief overview of Breathless and its significance.
Thesis statement outlining the key aspects to be analyzed.

II. Godard's Revolutionary Style:
Jump cuts and their effect on narrative and viewer experience.
Handheld camerawork and its contribution to intimacy and realism.
Improvisational dialogue and its impact on character development.
The use of on-location shooting and its significance.

III. Character Analysis:
Michel Poiccard: Rebellious archetype, motivations, and flaws.
Patricia Franchini: Challenging the traditional "femme fatale" trope.
Supporting characters and their roles in shaping the narrative.

IV. Thematic Exploration:
Rebellion against societal norms and the consequences.
Existentialism and the search for meaning in a chaotic world.
Love, betrayal, and the complexities of human relationships.



The blurring lines between reality and performance.

V. Cultural and Historical Context:
The French New Wave movement and its influence on Breathless.
Post-war disillusionment and its reflection in the film's themes.
The impact of American cinema on Godard's stylistic choices.

VI. Conclusion:
Summarizing key findings and reiterating the film's lasting impact.
Reflections on Breathless's continued relevance and enduring legacy.

VII. Expanding on the Outline Points: (Detailed explanations are provided above in the main body of
the article.)

VIII. FAQs:

What makes Breathless a revolutionary film? Its unconventional stylistic choices – jump cuts,1.
handheld camerawork, and improvisational dialogue – challenged traditional filmmaking norms.

How does Michel Poiccard represent rebellion? He rejects societal norms through criminal acts,1.
embracing freedom even if it leads to self-destruction.

How does Patricia Franchini defy stereotypical female roles? She's an active participant in the1.
narrative, making her own choices, even if flawed.

What are the major themes explored in Breathless? Rebellion, alienation, existentialism, love,1.
betrayal, and the blurring lines between reality and performance.

What is the significance of the film's ending? The ambiguous ending leaves the audience1.
contemplating Michel's choices and their consequences.

How did Breathless influence subsequent filmmakers? Its stylistic innovations and thematic1.
explorations have profoundly impacted cinema worldwide.



What is the significance of the American gangster film references? They contribute to Michel's1.
persona and highlight his fascination with American culture.

What is the role of improvisation in Breathless? It adds a layer of authenticity and spontaneity,1.
making the film feel more raw and real.

How does the film's setting of Paris contribute to its atmosphere? The city's iconic landscapes1.
provide a backdrop to the film's themes of alienation and freedom.

IX. Related Articles:

The French New Wave: A Movement that Changed Cinema: Explores the historical context and1.
key figures of the French New Wave movement.

Jean-Luc Godard: A Master of Cinematic Innovation: A biographical look at Godard's life and1.
career, highlighting his key contributions to filmmaking.

Jump Cuts and Their Impact on Film Editing: A technical analysis of jump cuts and their effect on1.
narrative and viewer experience.

Handheld Camerawork: Creating Intimacy and Realism in Film: Discusses the use of handheld1.
camerawork and its effect on storytelling.

Improvisational Dialogue in Film: A Guide to Authenticity and Spontaneity: Examines the1.
benefits and challenges of using improvisational dialogue in filmmaking.

Analyzing the Femme Fatale Archetype in Film: A study of the evolution of the "femme fatale"1.



trope in cinema.

The Rebellious Protagonist: A Study of Anti-Heroes in Film: Explores the characteristics of1.
rebellious protagonists in different films.

Existentialism in Film: Exploring Themes of Meaning and Freedom: Discusses the philosophical1.
underpinnings of existentialism and its portrayal in film.

The Legacy of Breathless: Its Enduring Influence on Cinema: Examines the lasting impact of1.
Breathless on filmmaking techniques and thematic explorations.

  breathless film analysis: Of Human Kindness Paula Marantz Cohen, 2021-02-09 An
award-winning scholar and teacher explores how Shakespeare's greatest characters were built on a
learned sense of empathy While exploring Shakespeare's plays with her students, Paula Marantz
Cohen discovered that teaching and discussing his plays unlocked a surprising sense of compassion
in the classroom. In this short and illuminating book, she shows how Shakespeare's genius lay with
his ability to arouse empathy, even when his characters exist in alien contexts and behave in
reprehensible ways. Cohen takes her readers through a selection of Shakespeare's most famous
plays, including Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and The Merchant of Venice, to demonstrate the ways in
which Shakespeare thought deeply and clearly about how we treat the other. Cohen argues that only
through close reading of Shakespeare can we fully appreciate his empathetic response to race, class,
gender, and age. Wise, eloquent, and thoughtful, this book is a forceful argument for literature's
power to champion what is best in us.
  breathless film analysis: Everything Is Cinema Richard Brody, 2008-05-13 From New Yorker
film critic Richard Brody, Everything Is Cinema: The Working Life of Jean-Luc Godard presents a
serious-minded and meticulously detailed . . . account of the lifelong artistic journey of one of the
most influential filmmakers of our age (The New York Times). When Jean-Luc Godard wed the ideals
of filmmaking to the realities of autobiography and current events, he changed the nature of cinema.
Unlike any earlier films, Godard's work shifts fluidly from fiction to documentary, from criticism to
art. The man himself also projects shifting images—cultural hero, fierce loner, shrewd businessman.
Hailed by filmmakers as a—if not the—key influence on cinema, Godard has entered the modern
canon, a figure as mysterious as he is indispensable. In Everything Is Cinema, critic Richard Brody
has amassed hundreds of interviews to demystify the elusive director and his work. Paying as much
attention to Godard's technical inventions as to the political forces of the postwar world, Brody
traces an arc from the director's early critical writing, through his popular success with Breathless,
to the grand vision of his later years. He vividly depicts Godard's wealthy conservative family, his
fluid politics, and his tumultuous dealings with women and fellow New Wave filmmakers. Everything
Is Cinema confirms Godard's greatness and shows decisively that his films have left their mark on
screens everywhere.



  breathless film analysis: Breathless Jennifer Niven, 2022-05-03 From the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of All the Bright Places comes an unforgettable summer novel, set on an island off
the coast of Georgia, about a sensitive girl ready to live her bravest life--sex, love, heartbreak, and
all. Before: With graduation on the horizon, budding writer Claudine Henry is focused on three
things: college in the fall, become a famous author, and the ever-elusive possibility of sex. She
doesn't even need to be in love--sex is all she's looking for. Then her dad drops a bombshell: he and
Claude's mom are splitting up. Suddenly, Claude's entire world feels like a lie, and the ground under
her feet anything but stable. After: Claude's mom whisks them both away to a remote,
mosquito-infested island off the coast of Georgia, a place where the two of them can start the painful
process of mending their broken hearts. It's the last place Claude can imagine finding her footing,
but then Jeremiah Crew happens. Miah is a local trail guide with a passion for photography, and a
past he doesn't like to talk about. He's brash, enigmatic, and even more infuriatingly, he's the only
one who seems to see Claude for who she wants to be. So when Claude decides to sleep with Miah,
she tells herself it's just sex--exactly what she has planned. There isn't enough time to fall in love,
especially if it means putting her already broken heart at risk. Compulsively readable and impossible
to forget, Jennifer Niven's luminous new novel is an insightful portrait of a young woman determined
to write her own next chapter--sex, resilience, mosquito bites, and all.
  breathless film analysis: Breathless Jean-Luc Godard, 1987 On Jean-Luc Godard's film
breathless
  breathless film analysis: Breathless Dean Koontz, 2009-11-24 In the stillness of a golden
September afternoon, deep in the wilderness of the Rockies, a solitary craftsman, Grady Adams, and
his magnificent Irish wolfhound, Merlin, step from shadow into light . . . and into an encounter with
mystery. That night, a pair of singular animals will watch Grady’s isolated home, waiting to make
their approach. A few miles away, Camillia Rivers, a local veterinarian, begins to unravel the threads
of a puzzle that will bring to her door all the forces of a government in peril. At a nearby farm,
long-estranged identical twins come together to begin a descent into darkness. . . . In Las Vegas, a
specialist in chaos theory probes the boundaries of the unknowable. . . . On a Seattle golf course,
two men make matter-of-fact arrangements for murder. . . . Along a highway by the sea, a vagrant
scarred by the past begins a trek toward his destiny. In a novel that is at once wholly of our time and
timeless, fearless and funny, Dean Koontz takes readers into the moment between one turn of the
world and the next, across the border between knowing and mystery. It is a journey that will leave
all who take it Breathless.
  breathless film analysis: The Films in My Life François Truffaut, 2014-08-24 From a cinematic
grand master, “one of the most readable books of movie criticism, and one of the most instructive”
(American Film Institute). An icon. A rebel. A legend. The films of François Truffaut defined an
exhilarating new form of cinema for moviegoers the world over. But before Truffaut became a great
director, he was a critic who stood at the vanguard, pioneering an innovative way to view movies
and to write about the cinematic arts. Now, for the first time in eBook, the legendary director shares
his own words, as one of the most influential filmmakers of all time examines the art of
movie-making through engaging and deeply personal reviews about the movies he loves. Truffaut
writes extensively about his heroes, from Hitchcock to Welles, Chaplin to Renoir, Buñuel to
Bergman, Clouzot to Cocteau, Capra to Hawks, Guitry to Fellini, sharing analysis and insight as to
what made them film legends, and how their work led Truffaut and his fellow directors into classics
like The 400 Blows, Jules and Jim, and the French New Wave movement. Articulate and candid, The
Films in My Life is for everyone who has sat in a dark movie theater and dreamed. “Truffaut brings
the same intelligence and grace to the printed page that he projects onto the screen. The Films in
My Life provides a rare knowledgeable look at movies and moviemaking.” —Newsday
  breathless film analysis: Late Godard and the Possibilities of Cinema Daniel Morgan, 2013
“Late Godard and the Possibilities of Cinema is an exhilarating and extremely lucid analysis of the
way Godard ‘thinks’ in, of, and through cinema. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of French
culture, politics and theory, Morgan skillfully illustrates the complex relations between history,



aesthetics, and nature in the director’s later works. Defying criticism of Godard’s alleged retreat
from politics, this book provides compelling, detailed, and erudite analyses of his later films and
illuminates the auteur’s political and aesthetic response to the so-called ‘death of cinema.’”— Mary
Ann Doane, author of The Emergence of Cinematic Time: Modernity, Contingency, the Archive.
“Daniel Morgan charts a sensible route into the impenetrable Jean-Luc Godard. Posing clear yet
insistent questions, he burrows to the center of both parts of this book’s formidable title, finding in
late Godard an aesthetic fusion that generates the light and heat of a trenchant and powerful
political critique. Anyone who feels drawn or licensed to write about Godard should read Morgan
before setting out.”—Dudley Andrew, author of What Cinema Is! “Daniel Morgan's Late Godard and
the Possibilities of Cinema signals a major breakthrough in the international study of the cinema of
Jean-Luc Godard. Reconciling the filmmaker's peculiarly Romantic sense of aesthetics —to which the
book pays scrupulous, material attention—with the thorny political histories that Godard's cinema
has always probed, Morgan gives us new, compelling, synthetic tools with which to understand an
artist who is at once the most cryptic and the most sensuous of all living filmmakers.”—Adrian
Martin, Monash University, co-editor of lolajournal.com
  breathless film analysis: The Films of Jean-Luc Godard Wheeler Winston Dixon, 1997-03-06
One of the most important, controversial, and prolific filmmakers in film history, and a founder of
French New Wave cinema, Jean-Luc Godard has maintained an unbroken string of films in various
genres and mediums from the late 1950s onward. Godard has established a reputation as a rebel
who can work within and outside the system, producing films that are creative, breathtakingly
beautiful, and yet commercial enough to earn back their production costs. In this book, Wheeler
Winston Dixon offers an overview of all of Godard's work as a filmmaker, including his work for
television and his ethnographic work in Africa. Free from the jargon and value judgments that have
marred much of what has been written about Godard, this is the only book that covers the entirety of
Godard's career, from his early film criticism for Cahiers du Cinema to his most recent video/film
work. Illustrated with forty-six rare stills and researched in detail, it is the Godard book for the
1990s.
  breathless film analysis: The Breathless Zoo Rachel Poliquin, 2012-08-22 From
sixteenth-century cabinets of wonders to contemporary animal art, The Breathless Zoo: Taxidermy
and the Cultures of Longing examines the cultural and poetic history of preserving animals in lively
postures. But why would anyone want to preserve an animal, and what is this animal-thing now?
Rachel Poliquin suggests that taxidermy is entwined with the enduring human longing to find
meaning with and within the natural world. Her study draws out the longings at the heart of
taxidermy—the longing for wonder, beauty, spectacle, order, narrative, allegory, and remembrance.
In so doing, The Breathless Zoo explores the animal spectacles desired by particular communities,
human assumptions of superiority, the yearnings for hidden truths within animal form, and the
loneliness and longing that haunt our strange human existence, being both within and apart from
nature.
  breathless film analysis: Truffaut by Truffaut François Truffaut, 1987 A collection of
autobiographical writings by French filmmaker François Truffaut.
  breathless film analysis: Breathless Nancy K. Miller, 2013-11-05 In the early 1960s, most
middle-class American women in their twenties had their lives laid out for them: marriage, children,
and life in the suburbs. Most, but not all. Breathless is the story of a girl who represents those who
rebelled against conventional expectations. Paris was a magnet for those eager to resist domesticity,
and like many young women of the decade, Nancy K. Miller was enamored of everything
French—from perfume and Hermès scarves to the writing of Simone de Beauvoir and the New Wave
films of Jeanne Moreau. After graduating from Barnard College in 1961, Miller set out for a year in
Paris, with a plan to take classes at the Sorbonne and live out a great romantic life inspired by the
movies. After a string of sexual misadventures, she gave up her short-lived freedom and married an
American expatriate who promised her a lifetime of three-star meals and five-star hotels. But her
husband wasn't who he said he was, and she eventually had to leave Paris and her dreams behind.



This stunning memoir chronicles a young woman’s coming-of-age tale, and offers a glimpse into the
intimate lives of girls before feminism.
  breathless film analysis: Breathless Anne Swärd, 2012-03-29 Lo enjoys a sheltered safe
childhood, but when she is six years old a fire breaks out in a field by her home, and in the aftermath
she makes a new friend. Lukas is thirteen and Lo's family are deeply suspicious of his motives for
befriending such a young girl. The pair are forced to meet in secret, sleeping side by side by the lake
every summer. For her fifteenth birthday, Lukas takes Lo to the Tivoli pleasure gardens in
Copenhagen. Senses dulled by dancing, drink and fairy lights, she falls early to sleep, and wakes to
find their lives and friendship changed forever.
  breathless film analysis: The Material Ghost Gilberto Perez, 2000-12-26 Gilberto Perez
draws on his lifelong love of the movies as well as his work as a film scholar to write a lively,
wide-ranging, penetrating study of films and filmmakers and the nature of the art form.
  breathless film analysis: A History of the French New Wave Cinema Richard Neupert,
2007-04-20 The French New Wave cinema is arguably the most fascinating of all film movements,
famous for its exuberance, daring, and avant-garde techniques. A History of the French New Wave
Cinema offers a fresh look at the social, economic, and aesthetic mechanisms that shaped French
film in the 1950s, as well as detailed studies of the most important New Wave movies of the late
1950s and early 1960s. Richard Neupert first tracks the precursors to New Wave cinema, showing
how they provided blueprints for those who would follow. He then demonstrates that it was a core
group of critics-turned-directors from the magazine Cahiers du Cinéma—especially François
Truffaut, Claude Chabrol, and Jean-Luc Godard—who really revealed that filmmaking was changing
forever. Later, their cohorts Eric Rohmer, Jacques Rivette, Jacques Doniol-Valcroze, and Pierre Kast
continued in their own unique ways to expand the range and depth of the New Wave. In an exciting
new chapter, Neupert explores the subgroup of French film practice known as the Left Bank Group,
which included directors such as Alain Resnais and Agnès Varda. With the addition of this new
material and an updated conclusion, Neupert presents a comprehensive review of the stunning
variety of movies to come out of this important era in filmmaking.
  breathless film analysis: The Common Cause Robert G. Parkinson, 2016-05-18 When the
Revolutionary War began, the odds of a united, continental effort to resist the British seemed nearly
impossible. Few on either side of the Atlantic expected thirteen colonies to stick together in a war
against their cultural cousins. In this pathbreaking book, Robert Parkinson argues that to unify the
patriot side, political and communications leaders linked British tyranny to colonial prejudices,
stereotypes, and fears about insurrectionary slaves and violent Indians. Manipulating newspaper
networks, Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, and their fellow agitators broadcast stories of
British agents inciting African Americans and Indians to take up arms against the American
rebellion. Using rhetoric like domestic insurrectionists and merciless savages, the founding fathers
rallied the people around a common enemy and made racial prejudice a cornerstone of the new
Republic. In a fresh reading of the founding moment, Parkinson demonstrates the dual projection of
the common cause. Patriots through both an ideological appeal to popular rights and a wartime
movement against a host of British-recruited slaves and Indians forged a racialized, exclusionary
model of American citizenship.
  breathless film analysis: The Off-Screen Eyal Peretz, 2017-03-21 From the Renaissance on, a
new concept of the frame becomes crucial to a range of artistic media, which in turn are organized
around and fascinated by this frame. The frame decontextualizes, cutting everything that is within it
from the continuity of the world and creating a realm we understand as the realm of fiction. The
modern theatrical stage, framed paintings, the novel, the cinematic screen—all present us with such
framed-off zones. Naturally, the frame creates a separation between inside and out. But, as this book
argues, what is outside the frame, what is offstage, or off screen, remains particularly mysterious. It
constitutes the primary enigma of the work of art in the modern age. It is to the historical and
conceptual significance of this off that this book is dedicated. By focusing on what is outside the
frame of a work of art, it offers a comprehensive theory of film, a concise history of American cinema



from D.W. Griffith to Quentin Tarantino, and a reflection on the place and significance of film within
the arts of modernity in general.
  breathless film analysis: Film: A Very Short Introduction Michael Wood, 2012-01-26 Film is
considered to be the dominant art form of the twentieth century. It can be considered many other
things; a record of events, a modern mythology, a career, an industry, an art, a hobby, and much
else. Michael Wood explores the history of film, its venture into the digital age, and its role and
impact on modern society.
  breathless film analysis: Breathless Jessica Warman, 2010-08-31 At boarding school, Katie
tries to focus on swimming and becoming popular instead of on the painful memories of her
institutionalized schizophrenic older brother.
  breathless film analysis: The Wild Palms William Faulkner, 2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of The Wild Palms by William Faulkner. DigiCat Publishing
considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully
reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as
ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a
classic of world literature.
  breathless film analysis: The Transit of Venus Shirley Hazzard, 2021-03-09 The
award-winning, New York Times bestselling literary masterpiece of Shirley Hazzard—the story of
two beautiful orphan sisters whose fates are as moving and wonderful, and yet as predestined, as
the transits of the planets themselves A Penguin Classic Considered one of the great
English-language novels of the twentieth century (The Paris Review), The Transit of Venus follows
Caroline and Grace Bell as they leave Australia to begin a new life in post-war England. From
Sydney to London, New York, and Stockholm, and from the 1950s to the 1980s, the two sisters
experience seduction and abandonment, marriage and widowhood, love and betrayal. With exquisite,
breathtaking prose, Australian novelist Shirley Hazzard tells the story of the displacements and
absurdities of modern life. The result is at once an intricately plotted Greek tragedy, a sweeping
family saga, and a desperate love story.
  breathless film analysis: Night Film Marisha Pessl, 2013-08-20 On a damp October night, the
body of young, beautiful Ashley Cordova is found in an abandoned warehouse in lower Manhattan.
By all appearances her death is a suicide--but investigative journalist Scott McGrath suspects
otherwise. Though much has been written about the dark and unsettling films of Ashley's father,
Stanislas Cordova, very little is known about the man himself. As McGrath pieces together the
mystery of Ashley's death, he is drawn deeper and deeper into the dark underbelly of New York City
and the twisted world of Stanislas Cordova, and he begins to wonder--is he the next victim? In this
novel, the dazzlingly inventive writer Marisha Pessl offers a breathtaking mystery that will hold you
in suspense until the last page is turned.
  breathless film analysis: The Last Samurai Helen DeWitt, 2016-05-31 Called “remarkable”
(The Wall Street Journal) and “an ambitious, colossal debut novel” (Publishers Weekly), Helen
DeWitt’s The Last Samurai is back in print at last Helen DeWitt’s 2000 debut, The Last Samurai, was
“destined to become a cult classic” (Miramax). The enterprising publisher sold the rights in twenty
countries, so “Why not just, ‘destined to become a classic?’” (Garth Risk Hallberg) And why must
cultists tell the uninitiated it has nothing to do with Tom Cruise? Sibylla, an American-at-Oxford
turned loose on London, finds herself trapped as a single mother after a misguided one-night stand.
High-minded principles of child-rearing work disastrously well. J. S. Mill (taught Greek at three) and
Yo Yo Ma (Bach at two) claimed the methods would work with any child; when these succeed with
the boy Ludo, he causes havoc at school and is home again in a month. (Is he a prodigy, a genius?
Readers looking over Ludo’s shoulder find themselves easily reading Greek and more.) Lacking male
role models for a fatherless boy, Sibylla turns to endless replays of Kurosawa’s masterpiece Seven
Samurai. But Ludo is obsessed with the one thing he wants and doesn’t know: his father’s name. At
eleven, inspired by his own take on the classic film, he sets out on a secret quest for the father he
never knew. He’ll be punched, sliced, and threatened with retribution. He may not live to see twelve.



Or he may find a real samurai and save a mother who thinks boredom a fate worse than death.
  breathless film analysis: American Bloomsbury Susan Cheever, 2007-09-18 A portrait of five
Concord, Massachusetts, writers whose works were at the center of mid-nineteenth-century
American thought and literature evaluates their interconnected relationships, influence on each
other's works, and complex beliefs.
  breathless film analysis: The Kin of Ata Are Waiting for You Dorothy Bryant, 2010-12-08 A
major backlist sleeper! 130,000 sold-to-date! A feminist sci-fi novel. The kin of Ata live only for the
dream. Into their midst comes a desperate man who is first subdued and then led on a spiritual
journey that, sooner or later, all of us make.
  breathless film analysis: Cinema Jean-Luc Godard, Youssef Ishaghpour, 2005-02 Cinema is
quite simply a unique book from one of the most influential film-makers in the history of cinema.
Here, Jean-Luc Godard looks back on a century of film as well as his own work and career. Born with
the twentieth century, cinema became not just the century's dominant art form but its best historian.
Godard argues that - after Chaplin and Pol Pot, Monroe and Hitler, Stalin and Mae West, Mao and
the Marx Brothers - film and history are inextricably intertwined. Godard presents his thoughts on
film theory, cinematic technique, film histories, as well as the recent video revolution. He expounds
on his central concerns - how film can resurrect the past, the role of rhythm in film, and how cinema
can be an art that thinks. Here Godard comes closest to defining a lifetime's obsession with cinema
and cinema's lifelong obsession with history. --
  breathless film analysis: Film, Philosophy, and Reality Nathan Andersen, 2018-12-21 Film,
Philosophy, and Reality: Ancient Greece to Godard is an original contribution to film-philosophy that
shows how thinking about movies can lead us into a richer appreciation and understanding of both
reality and the nature of human experience. Focused on the question of the relationship between
how things seem to us and how they really are, it is at once an introduction to philosophy through
film and an introduction to film through philosophy. The book is divided into three parts. The first is
an introduction to philosophy and film, designed for the reader with little background in one or the
other subject. The second examines the philosophical importance of the distinction between
appearance and reality, and shows that reflection upon this distinction is naturally provoked by the
experience of watching movies. The final part takes a close and careful look at the style and
techniques of Jean-Luc Godard’s groundbreaking film Breathless in order to illustrate how such
themes can be explored cinematically. The book addresses topics such as: Film: what it is and how to
understand it The methods and concerns of philosophy The nature of cinematic appearances The
history of metaphysics The relationship between cinema and life The philosophical relevance of film
techniques. With a glossary of key thinkers, terms, and concepts, as well as sections on suggested
films and further reading, this textbook will appeal to lecturers and students in undergraduate
philosophy and film courses, and in courses focused on Philosophy of Film, Philosophy and Film, or
Film-Philosophy.
  breathless film analysis: The Remasculinization of Korean Cinema Kyung Hyun Kim,
2004-03-08 DIVArgues that although the last two decades of Korean history were a period of
progress in political democratization, the country refused to part from a masculine point of view
which is also mirrored in Korean cinema./div
  breathless film analysis: Harrow the Ninth Tamsyn Muir, 2020-08-04 Harrow the Ninth, an
Amazon pick for Best SFF of 2020 and the New York Times and USA Today bestselling sequel to
Gideon the Ninth, turns a galaxy inside out as one necromancer struggles to survive the wreckage of
herself aboard the Emperor's haunted space station. The Locked Tomb is a 2023 Hugo Award
Finalist for Best Series! “Lesbian necromancers explore a haunted gothic palace in space! Decadent
nobles vie to serve the deathless emperor! Skeletons!” —Charles Stross on Gideon the Ninth “Unlike
anything I've ever read.” —V.E. Schwab on Gideon the Ninth “Deft, tense and atmospheric,
compellingly immersive and wildly original.” —The New York Times on Gideon the Ninth She
answered the Emperor's call. She arrived with her arts, her wits, and her only friend. In victory, her
world has turned to ash. After rocking the cosmos with her deathly debut, Tamsyn Muir continues



the story of the penumbral Ninth House in Harrow the Ninth, a mind-twisting puzzle box of mystery,
murder, magic, and mayhem. Nothing is as it seems in the halls of the Emperor, and the fate of the
galaxy rests on one woman's shoulders. Harrowhark Nonagesimus, last necromancer of the Ninth
House, has been drafted by her Emperor to fight an unwinnable war. Side-by-side with a detested
rival, Harrow must perfect her skills and become an angel of undeath — but her health is failing, her
sword makes her nauseous, and even her mind is threatening to betray her. Sealed in the gothic
gloom of the Emperor's Mithraeum with three unfriendly teachers, hunted by the mad ghost of a
murdered planet, Harrow must confront two unwelcome questions: is somebody trying to kill her?
And if they succeeded, would the universe be better off? THE LOCKED TOMB SERIES BOOK 1:
Gideon the Ninth BOOK 2: Harrow the Ninth BOOK 3: Nona the Ninth BOOK 4: Alecto the Ninth At
the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.
  breathless film analysis: The Breathless Tara Goedjen, 2017 Sixteen-year-old Mae Cole is
determined to uncover who is responsible for her sister's mysterious death. Mae's search takes a
terrifying turn when she starts to dig up long-buried secrets about her family's dark past in this
haunting debut novel.
  breathless film analysis: Masks in Horror Cinema Alexandra Heller-Nicholas, 2019-10-15 First
critical exploration of the history and endurance of masks in horror cinema Written by an
established , award-winning author with a strong reputation for research in both academia and
horror fans Interdisciplinary study that incorporates not only horror studies and cinema studies, but
also utilises performance studies, anthropology, Gothic studies, literary studies and folklore studies.
  breathless film analysis: Glaucon's Fate Jacob Howland, 2018-11-06 Centering on the question
whether conversation can shape the soul, Glaucon's Fate is a powerful new interpretation of Plato's
Republic.
  breathless film analysis: Made Men Glenn Kenny, 2020-09-15 A revealing look at the making
of Martin Scorsese’s iconic mob movie and its enduring legacy, featuring interviews with its
legendary cast. When Goodfellas first hit the theatres in 1990, a classic was born. Few could
anticipate the unparalleled influence it would have on pop culture, one that would inspire future
filmmakers and redefine the gangster picture as we know it today. From the rush of grotesque
violence in the opening scene to the iconic hilarity of Joe Pesci’s endlessly quoted “Funny how?”
shtick, it’s little wonder the film is widely regarded as a mainstay in contemporary cinema. In the
first ever behind-the-scenes story of Goodfellas, film critic Glenn Kenny chronicles the making and
afterlife of the film that introduced the real modern gangster. Featuring interviews with the film’s
major players, including Martin Scorsese and Robert De Niro, Made Men shines a light on the lives
and stories wrapped up in the Goodfellas universe, and why its enduring legacy has such a hold on
American culture. A Library Journal Best Book of the Year A Sight and Sound Best Film Book of 2020
  breathless film analysis: Come from Away Genevieve Graham, 2018-04-24 From the
bestselling author of Tides of Honour and Promises to Keep comes a poignant novel about a young
couple caught on opposite sides of the Second World War. In the fall of 1939, Grace Baker’s three
brothers, sharp and proud in their uniforms, board Canadian ships headed for a faraway war. Grace
stays behind, tending to the homefront and the general store that helps keep her small Nova Scotian
community running. The war, everyone says, will be over before it starts. But three years later, the
fighting rages on and rumours swirl about “wolf packs” of German U-Boats lurking in the deep
waters along the shores of East Jeddore, a stone’s throw from Grace’s window. As the harsh realities
of war come closer to home, Grace buries herself in her work at the store. Then, one day, a
handsome stranger ventures into the store. He claims to be a trapper come from away, and as Grace
gets to know him, she becomes enamoured by his gentle smile and thoughtful ways. But after
several weeks, she discovers that Rudi, her mysterious visitor, is not the lonely outsider he appears
to be. He is someone else entirely—someone not to be trusted. When a shocking truth about her
family forces Grace to question everything she has so strongly believed, she realizes that she and
Rudi have more in common than she had thought. And if Grace is to have a chance at love, she must



not only choose a side, but take a stand. Come from Away is a mesmerizing story of love, shifting
allegiances, and second chances, set against the tumultuous years of the Second World War.
  breathless film analysis: White Fox Sara Faring, 2020-09-22 “Eerie and sly, White Fox is a
trap waiting to be sprung. I was completely enthralled.”—Rory Power, New York Times-bestselling
author of Wilder Girls “A ghost story that will spook even the most hardened grown-ups.”
—Entertainment Weekly After their world-famous actor mother disappeared under mysterious
circumstances, Manon and Thaïs left their remote Mediterranean island home—sent away by their
pharma-tech tycoon father. Opposites in every way, the sisters drifted apart in their grief. Yet their
mother's unfinished story still haunts them both, and they can't put to rest the possibility that she is
still alive. Lured home a decade later, Manon and Thaïs discover their mother’s legendary last work,
long thought lost: White Fox, a screenplay filled with enigmatic metaphors. The clues in this dark
fairytale draw them deep into the island's surreal society, into the twisted secrets hidden by their
glittering family, to reveal the truth about their mother—and themselves. An Imprint Book
  breathless film analysis: For Ever Godard Michael Temple, James S. Williams, Michael Witt,
2007 For the last 50 years Jean-Luc Godard's innovative cinematic and video output has provoked
and inspired fans, critics and academics. Reviewing this key film and video maker, the contributors
to 'For Ever Godard' provide a new context for his body of work.
  breathless film analysis: Republic of Images Alan Williams, 1992-03 Chronicling one of the
most popular national cinemas, this book traces the evolution of French filmmaking from 1895 - the
year of the debut of the Cinematographe in Paris - to the present day. Williams offers a synthesis of
history, biography, aesthetics and film theory.
  breathless film analysis: The Little Drummer Girl John le Carré, 2008-06-03 Charlie is a
promiscuous, unsuccessful English actress in her twenties. Intrigued by a handsome, solitary
stranger, she finds herself lured into the “theatre of the real.” For the mysterious man is Kurtz, an
embattled Israeli intelligence officer out to stop the bombing of Jews in Europe. Forced to play her
most challenging role, Charlie is plunged into a deceptive and delicate trap set to ensnare an elusive
Palestinian terrorist … and soon proves herself a double agent of the highest order.
  breathless film analysis: Night Train David Quantick, 2020-09-29 A science fiction horror
story like no other—from the Emmy Award-winning author of Veep hailed by Neil Gaiman as “smart,
funny, and unique.” A woman finds herself on the ride of a lifetime in this “dark, nightmarish journey
into a brand-new sort of Twilight Zone . . . breathless, frantic and creepy as hell” (Christopher
Golden, New York Times–bestselling author). A woman wakes up, frightened and alone. The room
shaking and jumping like it's alive. The noise is terrifying. Where is she? Stumbling through a door,
she realizes she is on a train carriage. A carriage full of the dead. A personal hell unfolding in an
apocalyptic future. This is Night Train. A terrifying ride set on a driverless locomotive, heading for a
collision somewhere in the endless night. How did the woman get here? Who is she? And who are
the dead? As our heroine makes her way through the train trying to find out what happened to her,
she meets a former strongman, a trained killer, and a collection of strange and terrifying creatures.
Each step takes her closer to finding out the secret of the Night Train.
  breathless film analysis: The Cinema of Christopher Nolan Jacqueline Furby, Stuart Joy,
2015-08-04 Over the past fifteen years, writer, producer and director Christopher Nolan has
emerged from the margins of independent British cinema to become one of the most commercially
successful directors in Hollywood. From Following (1998) to Interstellar (2014), Christopher Nolan's
films explore philosophical concerns by experimenting with nonlinear storytelling while also working
within classical Hollywood narrative and genre frameworks. Contextualizing and closely reading
each of his films, this collection examines the director's play with memory, time, trauma,
masculinity, and identity, and considers the function of music and video games and the effect of
IMAX on his work.
  breathless film analysis: Godard on Godard; Critical Writings Jean-Luc Godard, 1972 Jean-Luc
Godard, like many of his European contemporaries, came to filmmaking through film criticism. This
collection of essays and interviews, ranging from his early efforts for La Gazette du Cinema
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