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Brown Girl Dreaming Questions and Answers: A
Deep Dive into Jacqueline Woodson's Masterpiece

Introduction:

Jacqueline Woodson's Brown Girl Dreaming isn't just a memoir; it's a lyrical
journey through a young girl's life, navigating identity, racism, and the
power of words. This post serves as your comprehensive guide, answering
common questions about this award-winning book and offering a deeper
understanding of its themes and significance. We'll explore the central
characters, analyze key moments, and delve into the impact of Woodson's
poetic prose. Prepare to embark on a literary exploration that will leave you
reflecting on the beauty and resilience of the human spirit. This in-depth
look at Brown Girl Dreaming questions and answers will provide everything you
need whether you're a student tackling a book report, a book club member
preparing for discussion, or a reader simply captivated by Woodson's
storytelling.

Chapter 1: Understanding the Narrative Structure of Brown Girl Dreaming

Brown Girl Dreaming isn't a traditional linear narrative. Instead, Woodson
uses a poetic, fragmented approach, jumping between time periods and
locations. This structure mirrors the fragmented nature of memory and allows
the reader to experience the story as a flow of consciousness, much like how
memories often surface. The lack of strict chronological order emphasizes the
interconnectedness of Jacqueline's experiences and how her past continuously
shapes her present. Understanding this non-linear approach is crucial to
appreciating the depth and complexity of the narrative. Many readers
initially find this structure unconventional, but it ultimately enhances the
emotional impact of the story. The fragmented memories serve as powerful
symbols, highlighting how significant events often become intertwined and
influence one another across time.

Chapter 2: Key Themes Explored in Brown Girl Dreaming

Several potent themes weave throughout Brown Girl Dreaming. Identity is
central, as Jacqueline grapples with her racial identity as an African
American girl in a predominantly white society. She navigates the
complexities of being both Black and a girl, facing discrimination and
societal expectations. Family plays a pivotal role; the love and support of
her grandmother and mother are crucial to her survival and self-discovery.
The impact of racism and segregation is explicitly portrayed, demonstrating
the profound impact these forces have on a young girl's life. The power of
words and poetry emerges as a recurring theme, emphasizing the role of
literature in shaping identity and providing solace in the face of adversity.
Finally, resilience shines throughout the narrative; Jacqueline demonstrates
remarkable strength and perseverance despite facing significant challenges.

Chapter 3: Analyzing Key Characters and Their Influence on Jacqueline



Several key characters shape Jacqueline's journey. Her grandmother, a strong
and resilient woman, provides a crucial role model and source of support. Her
mother, though struggling with her own challenges, provides unwavering love
and a safe haven. The presence of teachers and friends (some supportive and
others not) illustrates the varied impacts people have on identity formation.
Each character's influence, both positive and negative, contributes to
Jacqueline's complex journey of self-discovery. Analyzing these relationships
allows readers to appreciate the nuanced impacts of various external forces
on Jacqueline's developing self-perception.

Chapter 4: The Significance of Poetry and the Power of Language

Woodson’s masterful use of poetry elevates Brown Girl Dreaming beyond a
simple memoir. The poetic form allows for emotional depth, creating a
visceral experience for the reader. The rhythm and cadence of the prose
mirror the emotional ebbs and flows of Jacqueline’s life. This linguistic
choice isn't merely stylistic; it emphasizes the power of language to heal,
empower, and create meaning. By using poetry, Woodson highlights the
importance of storytelling as a means of self-expression, memory
preservation, and creating a personal narrative in the face of social
pressures. The poetic language allows for a deeper exploration of the
emotional landscape of growing up Black in America.

Chapter 5: The Lasting Impact and Legacy of Brown Girl Dreaming

Brown Girl Dreaming has had a profound and lasting impact on readers and the
literary world. It has garnered numerous awards, including the Newbery Medal
and the National Book Award for Young People's Literature. Its enduring
appeal lies in its honest portrayal of a young girl's life, a life often
overlooked or marginalized in mainstream literature. The book’s legacy is its
ability to spark conversations about race, identity, and the importance of
storytelling. It empowers young readers, particularly girls of color, by
providing a voice and a sense of belonging. It serves as a testament to the
power of perseverance and the transformative effect of literature.

Book Outline: Brown Girl Dreaming: A Comprehensive Guide

I. Introduction:
Hook: Engaging opening about the book's impact.
Overview: What the guide offers.
Purpose: To provide answers to common questions.

II. Narrative Structure:
Explanation of the non-linear narrative.
Analysis of its impact on the reader's experience.
Symbolic significance of the fragmented memories.

III. Key Themes:
Detailed exploration of identity, family, racism, words, and resilience.
Examples from the text to illustrate each theme.
Discussion of the interconnectedness of these themes.

IV. Key Characters:
In-depth analysis of the influence of grandmother, mother, teachers, and
friends.
Examination of the positive and negative impacts of each character.
How these relationships contribute to Jacqueline's self-discovery.



V. Significance of Poetry and Language:
Discussion of Woodson's use of poetry and its emotional impact.
Analysis of the power of language in shaping identity and memory.
How the poetic form enhances the overall narrative.

VI. Lasting Impact and Legacy:
Overview of the book's awards and critical acclaim.
Discussion of its impact on readers and the literary world.
Significance of its contribution to the conversation about race and identity.

VII. Conclusion: A summary of key insights and takeaways.

(The following sections fulfill the detailed explanation of each outline
point, mirroring the content already provided above.)

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is the main conflict in Brown Girl Dreaming? The main conflict is1.
Jacqueline's internal struggle with identity and external struggle with
racism and segregation.

Is Brown Girl Dreaming suitable for all ages? While appropriate for1.
young adults, its mature themes may resonate most strongly with older
teens and adults.

What makes Brown Girl Dreaming unique? Its poetic structure, honest1.
portrayal of race relations, and the use of personal memory combine to
create a unique and impactful memoir.

What is the significance of the title Brown Girl Dreaming? It1.
encapsulates Jacqueline's identity and her journey of self-discovery.
The “dreaming” represents her aspirations and hope for the future.

How does Brown Girl Dreaming represent the African American experience?1.
It offers a personal and nuanced perspective on the challenges and
triumphs faced by African Americans during the Civil Rights era.

What writing style does Jacqueline Woodson employ? She utilizes free1.
verse poetry, creating a lyrical and emotionally resonant narrative.



What are the key takeaways from Brown Girl Dreaming? The importance of1.
family, the power of words, the resilience of the human spirit, and the
ongoing struggle for racial equality.

What other works are similar to Brown Girl Dreaming? Memoirs focusing on1.
the experiences of girls of color, particularly those exploring issues
of race and identity.

Where can I find more information about Jacqueline Woodson? Visit her1.
official website or search for interviews and articles about her.

Related Articles:

The Power of Poetry in Memoir: Explores how poetry is used effectively1.
in autobiographical writing.

Analyzing Identity in Young Adult Literature: Examines the1.
representation of identity in contemporary young adult novels.

The Impact of Racism on Children's Literature: A critical look at how1.
race and racism are depicted in books for young readers.

Jacqueline Woodson's Literary Style: A deep dive into Woodson's unique1.
writing techniques and their impact.

Memoirs of the Civil Rights Era: A curated list of memoirs that capture1.
the experience of the Civil Rights Movement.

The Importance of Representation in Children's Books: The necessity of1.
diverse representation to ensure inclusivity in literature.

Brown Girl Dreaming: A Teacher's Guide: Resources and lesson plans for1.
educators utilizing the book in classrooms.



Book Clubs and Brown Girl Dreaming: Discussion prompts and questions to1.
facilitate engaging book club conversations.

Comparing Brown Girl Dreaming to other award-winning YA memoirs: A1.
comparative analysis of Brown Girl Dreaming and similar works of young
adult literature.

  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Brown Girl Dreaming Jacqueline Woodson,
2014-08-28 A New York Times Bestseller and National Book Award Winner Jacqueline Woodson, the
acclaimed author of Red at the Bone, tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse.
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living
with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching
and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the
joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a
child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted
writer she was to become. A National Book Award Winner A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott
King Award Winner Praise for Jacqueline Woodson: Ms. Woodson writes with a sure understanding
of the thoughts of young people, offering a poetic, eloquent narrative that is not simply a story . . .
but a mature exploration of grown-up issues and self-discovery.”—The New York Times Book Review
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Ashes to Asheville Sarah Dooley, 2017-04-04
Two sisters take off on a wild road trip in this poignant tale for fans of Counting by 7s and Fish in a
Tree After Mama Lacy’s death, Fella was forced to move in with her grandmother, Mrs. Madison.
The move brought Fella all sorts of comforts she wasn't used to at home, but it also meant saying
goodbye to her sister Zoey (a.k.a. Zany) and her other mother, Mama Shannon. Though Mama
Shannon fought hard to keep Fella, it was no use. The marriage act is still a few years away and the
courts thought Fella would be better off with a blood relation. Already heartbroken, Fella soon finds
herself alone in Mrs. Madison's house, grieving both the death of her mother and the loss of her
entire family. Then one night, Zany shows up at Mrs. Madison’s house determined to fulfill Mama
Lacy’s dying wish: to have her ashes spread over the lawn of the last place they were all happy as a
family. Of course, this means stealing Mama Lacy’s ashes and driving hundreds of miles in the
middle of night to Asheville, North Carolina. Their adventure takes one disastrous turn after
another, but their impulsive journey helps them rediscover the bonds that truly make them sisters. A
heartrending story of family torn apart and put back together again, Ashes to Asheville is an
important, timely tale.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Locomotion Jacqueline Woodson, 2004-12-29
Finalist for the National Book Award When Lonnie was seven years old, his parents died in a fire.
Now he's eleven, and he still misses them terribly. And he misses his little sister, Lili, who was put
into a different foster home because not a lot of people want boys-not foster boys that ain't babies.
But Lonnie hasn't given up. His foster mother, Miss Edna, is growing on him. She's already raised
two sons and she seems to know what makes them tick. And his teacher, Ms. Marcus, is showing him
ways to put his jumbled feelings on paper. Told entirely through Lonnie's poetry, we see his
heartbreak over his lost family, his thoughtful perspective on the world around him, and most of all
his love for Lili and his determination to one day put at least half of their family back together.



Jacqueline Woodson's poignant story of love, loss, and hope is lyrically written and enormously
accessible.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Full Cicada Moon Marilyn Hilton, 2015 In 1969
twelve-year-old Mimi and her family move to an all-white town in Vermont, where Mimi's mixed-race
background and interest in boyish topics like astronomy make her feel like an outsider.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: BROWN GIRL DREAMING NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-05-27 THE BROWN GIRL DREAMING MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)
SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS,
AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK
EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY
LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE BROWN GIRL DREAMING MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR BROWN GIRL
DREAMING KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Sometimes I Lie Alice Feeney, 2018-03-13
ALICE FEENEYS NEW YORK TIMES AND INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER “Boldly plotted, tightly
knotted—a provocative true-or-false thriller that deepens and darkens to its ink-black finale.
Marvelous.” —AJ Finn, author of The Woman in the Window My name is Amber Reynolds. There are
three things you should know about me: 1. I’m in a coma. 2. My husband doesn’t love me anymore.
3. Sometimes I lie. Amber wakes up in a hospital. She can’t move. She can’t speak. She can’t open
her eyes. She can hear everyone around her, but they have no idea. Amber doesn’t remember what
happened, but she has a suspicion her husband had something to do with it. Alternating between her
paralyzed present, the week before her accident, and a series of childhood diaries from twenty years
ago, this brilliant psychological thriller asks: Is something really a lie if you believe it's the truth?
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: The House You Pass On The Way Jacqueline
Woodson, 2010-11-11 A lyrical coming-of-age story from a three-time Newbery Honor winning
author Thirteen-year-old Staggerlee used to be called Evangeline, but she took on a fiercer name.
She's always been different--set apart by the tragic deaths of her grandparents in an anti-civil rights
bombing, by her parents' interracial marriage, and by her family's retreat from the world. This
summer she has a new reason to feel set apart--her confused longing for her friend Hazel. When
cousin Trout comes to stay, she gives Staggerlee a first glimpse of her possible future selves and the
world beyond childhood.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Maizon at Blue Hill Jacqueline Woodson,
2002-09-30 Maizon takes the biggest step in her life when she accepts a scholarship to boarding
school and says good-bye to her grandmother and her best friend, Margaret. Blue Hill is beautiful,
and challenging-but there are only five black students, and the other four are from wealthy families.
Does Maizon belong at Blue Hill after all? * Simply told and finely crafted. (Publishers Weekly,
starred review)
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Hush Jacqueline Woodson, 2010-01-07 A
powerfully moving novel from a three-time Newbery Honor-winning author Evie Thomas is not who
she used to be. Once she had a best friend, a happy home and a loving grandmother living nearby.
Once her name was Toswiah. Now, everything is different. Her family has been forced to move to a
new place and change their identities. But that's not all that has changed. Her once lively father has
become depressed and quiet. Her mother leaves teaching behind and clings to a new-found religion.
Her only sister is making secret plans to leave. And Evie, struggling to find her way in a new city
where kids aren't friendly and the terrain is as unfamiliar as her name, wonders who she is.
Jacqueline Woodson weaves a fascinating portrait of a thoughtful young girl's coming of age in a



world turned upside down A National Book Award Finalist
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Forty Acres Dwayne Smith, 2014-07 A thriller
about a Black society with a secret--
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Behind You Jacqueline Woodson, 2010-07-08
A moving story of love and loss from National Book Award winner , Jacqueline Woodson. Great for
fans of Angie Thomas and Nic Stone. You are so light you move with the wind and the snow. . . . And
it lifts you up-over a world of sadness and anger and fear. Over a world of first kisses and hands
touching and someone you're falling in love with. She's there now. Right there. . . . Miah and Ellie
were in love. Even though Miah was black and Ellie was white, they made sense together. Then Miah
was killed. This was the ending. And it was the beginning of grief for the many people who loved
Miah. Now his mother has stopped trying, his friends are lost and Ellie doesn't know how to move
on. And there is Miah, watching all of this--unable to let go. How do we go on after losing someone
we love? This is the question the living and the dead are asking. With the help of each other, the
living will come together. Miah will sit beside them. They will feel Miah in the wind, see him in the
light, hear him in their music. And Miah will watch over them, until he is sure each of those he loved
is all right. This beautiful sequel to Jacqueline Woodson's If You Come Softly explores the
experiences of those left behind after tragedy. It is a novel in which through hope, understanding
and love, healing begins.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Brown Girl, Brownstones Paule Marshall,
2012-03-06 Set in Brooklyn during the Depression and World War II, this 1953 coming-of-age novel
centers on the daughter of Barbadian immigrants. Passionate, compelling. — Saturday Review.
Remarkable for its courage. — The New Yorker.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Harbor Me Jacqueline Woodson, 2018-08-28 A
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! Jacqueline Woodson's first middle-grade novel since National
Book Award winner Brown Girl Dreaming celebrates the healing that can occur when a group of
students share their stories. It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by themselves,
with no adults to listen in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for A Room to
Talk), they discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them--everything from Esteban's father's
deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's
adjustment to his changing family fortunes. When the six are together, they can express the feelings
and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, they can grow braver and more
ready for the rest of their lives.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Peace, Locomotion Jacqueline Woodson, 2009
Through letters to his little sister, who is living in a different foster home, sixth-grader Lonnie, also
known as Locomotion, keeps a record of their lives while they are apart, describing his own foster
family, including his foster brother who returns home after losing a leg in the Iraq War.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Beneath a Meth Moon Jacqueline Woodson,
2013-02-07 Hurricane Katrina took her mother and granmother. And even though Laurel Daneau
has moves on to a new life--one that includes a new best friend, a spot on the cheerleading squad,
and dating the co-captain of the football team--she can't get past the pain of that loss. Then her new
boyfriend introduces her to meth, and Laurel is instantly seduced by its spell, the way it erases, even
if only temporarily, her memories. Soon Laurel is completely hooked, a shell of her former self,
desperate to be whole again, but lacking the strength to break free. But with the help of a new
friend--and the loyalty of an old one--she is able to rewrite her own story and move on with her own
life. Dreamlike in quality and weaving flashbacks to the hurricane in with Laurel's present-day
struggles, this is a stunning novel that readers won't want to miss.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Miracle's Boys Jacqueline Woodson,
2010-01-07 From a four-time Newbery Honor author, a novel that was awarded the 2001 Coretta
Scott King award and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize For Lafayette and his brothers, the
challenges of growing up in New York City are compounded by the facts that they've lost their
parents and it's up to eldest brother Ty'ree to support the boys, and middle brother Charlie has just



returned home from a correctional facility. Lafayette loves his brothers and would do anything if
they could face the world as a team. But even though Ty'ree cares, he's just so busy with work and
responsibility. And Charlie's changed so much that his former affection for his little brother has
turned to open hostility. Now, as Lafayette approaches 13, he needs the guidance and answers only
his brothers can give him. The events of one dramatic weekend force the boys to make the choice to
be there for each other--to really see each other--or to give in to the pain and problems of every day.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: All the Light We Cannot See Anthony Doerr,
2014-05-06 *NOW A NETFLIX LIMITED SERIES—from producer and director Shawn Levy (Stranger
Things) starring Mark Ruffalo, Hugh Laurie, and newcomer Aria Mia Loberti* Winner of the Pulitzer
Prize and National Book Award finalist, the beloved instant New York Times bestseller and New York
Times Book Review Top 10 Book about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in
occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her
father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History where he works as the master of its thousands of
locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the
Nazis occupy Paris, and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might
be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, the orphan
Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an
expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the Resistance. More and more aware
of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into
Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail
and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of
Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one
another. Ten years in the writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, deeply moving novel
from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times).
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: A Woman Is No Man Etaf Rum, 2019-03-05 A
Goodreads Choice Awards Finalist for Best Fiction and Best Debut • BookBrowse's Best Book of the
Year • A Marie Claire Best Women's Fiction of the Year • A Real Simple Best Book of the Year • A
PopSugar Best Book of the Year • A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice • A Washington
Post 10 Books to Read in March • A Newsweek Best Book of the Summer • A USA Today Best Book
of the Week • A Washington Book Review Difficult-To-Put-Down Novel • A Refinery 29 Best Books of
the Month • A Buzzfeed News 4 Books We Couldn't Put Down Last Month • A New Arab Best Books
by Arab Authors • An Electric Lit 20 Best Debuts of the First Half of 2019 • A The Millions Most
Anticipated Books of the Year “Garnering justified comparisons to Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand
Splendid Suns... Etaf Rum’s debut novel is a must-read about women mustering up the bravery to
follow their inner voice.” —Refinery 29 The New York Times bestseller and Read with Jenna TODAY
SHOW Book Club pick telling the story of three generations of Palestinian-American women
struggling to express their individual desires within the confines of their Arab culture in the wake of
shocking intimate violence in their community. Where I come from, we’ve learned to silence
ourselves. We’ve been taught that silence will save us. Where I come from, we keep these stories to
ourselves. To tell them to the outside world is unheard of—dangerous, the ultimate shame.”
Palestine, 1990. Seventeen-year-old Isra prefers reading books to entertaining the suitors her father
has chosen for her. Over the course of a week, the naïve and dreamy girl finds herself quickly
betrothed and married, and is soon living in Brooklyn. There Isra struggles to adapt to the
expectations of her oppressive mother-in-law Fareeda and strange new husband Adam, a pressure
that intensifies as she begins to have children—four daughters instead of the sons Fareeda tells Isra
she must bear. Brooklyn, 2008. Eighteen-year-old Deya, Isra’s oldest daughter, must meet with
potential husbands at her grandmother Fareeda’s insistence, though her only desire is to go to
college. Deya can’t help but wonder if her options would have been different had her parents



survived the car crash that killed them when Deya was only eight. But her grandmother is firm on
the matter: the only way to secure a worthy future for Deya is through marriage to the right man.
But fate has a will of its own, and soon Deya will find herself on an unexpected path that leads her to
shocking truths about her family—knowledge that will force her to question everything she thought
she knew about her parents, the past, and her own future.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24
“An intense snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award
Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each
stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: All the Answers Kate Messner, 2015-01-27
Discovering a magical pencil that imparts answers to her questions, Ava and her best friend, Sophie,
learn the pencil's rules and become increasingly reliant on its replies until it reveals a scary truth
about Ava's family. By the award-winning author of the Marty McGuire series.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: The Stupendously Spectacular Spelling
Bee Deborah Abela, 2018-04-03 A heartwarming story about a girl who's afraid to follow her
dreams, and the family who help make them happen. The perfect book for middle school girls, The
Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee, is a wonderful way to inspire children to believe I can do
hard things, too! India Wimple can spell. Brilliantly. Every Friday night, she and her family watch
the Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee on TV. When the Wimples suggest she enter the next
Bee, India feels nothing but trepidation. She's sure she's not good enough—but with the support of
her family, India finds the courage to sign up. There are plenty of obstacles to reaching the finals,
like Summer Millicent Ernestine Beauregard-Champion, a spoiled rich girl who isn't afraid to step on
anyone who gets in her way of winning. India also needs to overcome stage fright, shyness, and
anxiety. Full of lovable characters, new vocabulary words, and more, this is the perfect spelling bee
book for girls 8-12. The whole thing seems rather calamitous to India. But with hope, hard work, and



a little bit of heart, something splendiferous might be on the horizon...
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: A Curious Beginning Deanna Raybourn,
2015 Receiving a warning from a mysterious baron after suffering a home invasion, Veronica
Speedwell accepts the baron's shelter and teams up with an ill-tempered naturalist when her host is
subsequently murdered.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Verity Colleen Hoover, 2021-10-05 Whose truth
is the lie? Stay up all night reading the sensational psychological thriller that has readers obsessed,
from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Too Late and It Ends With Us. #1 New York
Times Bestseller · USA Today Bestseller · Globe and Mail Bestseller · Publishers Weekly Bestseller
Lowen Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial ruin when she accepts the job offer of
a lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling author Verity Crawford, has hired Lowen to
complete the remaining books in a successful series his injured wife is unable to finish. Lowen
arrives at the Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity’s notes and outlines, hoping to
find enough material to get her started. What Lowen doesn’t expect to uncover in the chaotic office
is an unfinished autobiography Verity never intended for anyone to read. Page after page of
bone-chilling admissions, including Verity's recollection of the night her family was forever altered.
Lowen decides to keep the manuscript hidden from Jeremy, knowing its contents could devastate the
already grieving father. But as Lowen’s feelings for Jeremy begin to intensify, she recognizes all the
ways she could benefit if he were to read his wife’s words. After all, no matter how devoted Jeremy
is to his injured wife, a truth this horrifying would make it impossible for him to continue loving her.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: President of the Whole Sixth Grade Sherri
Winston, 2015-11-03 In this follow-up to President of the Whole Fifth Grade, Brianna navigates her
toughest challenge yet: middle school! Brianna Justice is determined to raise enough money for the
big class trip to Washington, D.C., but she's up against a lot: classmates who all pretend to be
something they're not, a new nemesis determined to run her out of office, and the sinking feeling
she's about to lose her two best friends for good. But just when she begins to lose hope, she comes
to realize that sometimes surprises can turn out even better than the best-laid plans. Sherri Winston
tells a story brimming with humor and heart as Brianna navigates the ins and outs of middle school,
discovering that inspiration can come when you least expect it.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: House Arrest K. A. Holt, 2015-10-06 “Moving .
. . Readers will nod their heads in sympathy with this guy who breaks the rules for all of the right
reasons.” —The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books A Bank Street College of Education Best
Book of the Year Indiana Too Good to Miss State Reading List 2018 Timothy is on probation. It’s a
strange word—something that happens to other kids, to delinquents, not to kids like him. And yet, he
is under house arrest for the next year. He must check in weekly with a probation officer and a
therapist, and keep a journal for an entire year. And mostly, he has to stay out of trouble. But when
he must take drastic measures to help his struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more
difficult than Timothy ever thought it would be. By turns touching and funny, and always original,
House Arrest is a middle grade novel in verse about one boy’s path to redemption as he navigates
life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one tough probation officer. “This gripping novel in
verse evokes a wide variety of emotional responses, as it is serious and funny, thrilling and touching,
sweet and snarky.” —School Library Journal “Touches of humor lighten the mood, and Holt’s
firsthand knowledge of the subject adds depth to this poignant drama without overwhelming it.”
—Publishers Weekly “Readers . . . will appreciate Holt’s lessons of compassion and family above all.”
—Booklist “House Arrest will hit home with young boys and girls, especially if they have ever dealt
with an ill relative. The story is touching, warm, and impressive.” —Kid Lit Reviews
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Where the Crawdads Sing Delia Owens,
2021-03-30 NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE—The #1 New York Times bestselling worldwide
sensation with more than 18 million copies sold, hailed by The New York Times Book Review as “a
painfully beautiful first novel that is at once a murder mystery, a coming-of-age narrative and a
celebration of nature.” For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet



town on the North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead,
the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say.
Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding
friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and
loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a
new life—until the unthinkable happens. Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the
natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible murder. Owens
reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to
the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Wild River (The Wild Series) Rodman
Philbrick, 2021-03-02 Newbery Honor author Rodman Philbrick sends readers rushing down a
raging river on a life-or-death adventure when a white water rafting trip goes terribly wrong! Daniel
Redmayne is fast asleep on the first night of a white water rafting trip, when he's awoken by
screams. The dam has failed. The river is surging, and their camp will be under water in a matter of
moments.As the shrieking roar of the river rushes closer, the kids scramble to higher ground. They
make it; their counselors do not.Now they're on their own, with barely any food or supplies, in the
middle of the Montana wilderness. Do Daniel and his four classmates have what it takes to stay alive
until they can get rescued? Alone in the wild, they forge powerful bonds -- but develop dangerous
disagreements. If nature doesn't break them, they might just destroy each other.This gripping
survival story from the Newbery Honor author of Wildfire is filled with adrenaline-pumping
adventure and moments of true bravery.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Girl in Reverse Barbara Stuber, 2015-05-12
Lillian Firestone is Chinese, but the kids in her 1951 Kansas City high school can't separate her from
the North Koreans that America is at war with. Sick of the racism she faces at school and frustrated
that her adoptive white family just sees it as 'teasing,' Lily begins to search for her birth mother
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Pig the Monster (Pig the Pug) Aaron Blabey,
2021-08-03 Pig the Pug celebrates Halloween in this picture book from #1 New York Times
bestselling author-illustrator Aaron Blabey. Pig was a pug and I'm sorry to say, on Halloween night
he'd get carried away... Pig, the world's greediest pug, is on the rampage for TREATS! TREATS!
TREATS! But don't even think about being stingy with the goodies, because this candy-fueled glutton
has some terrible tricks up his sleeve... Rich with author-illustrator Aaron Blabey's signature
rhyming text and unforgettable illustrations, Pig the Monster is a laugh-out-loud story that follows
the eight previous books in the series (Pig the Pug, Pig the Winner, Pig the Elf, Pig the Star, Pig the
Fibber, Pig the Stinker, Pig the Tourist, and Pig the Slob).
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Before the Ever After Jacqueline Woodson,
2022-09-06 WINNER OF THE NAACP IMAGE AWARD WINNER OF THE CORETTA SCOTT KING
AUTHOR AWARD National Book Award winner Jacqueline Woodson's stirring novel-in-verse explores
how a family moves forward when their glory days have passed, and the cost of professional sports
on Black bodies. Now in paperback. For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been everyone's
hero. As a charming, talented pro football star, he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he plays
with as he is to his millions of adoring sports fans. But lately life at ZJ's house is anything but
charming. His dad is having trouble remembering things and seems to be angry all the time. ZJ's
mom explains it's because of all the head injuries his dad sustained during his career. ZJ can
understand that--but it doesn't make the sting any less real when his own father forgets his name. As
ZJ contemplates his new reality, he has to figure out how to hold on tight to family traditions and
recollections of the glory days, all the while wondering what their past amounts to if his father can't
remember it. And most importantly, can those happy feelings ever be reclaimed when they are all so
busy aching for the past?
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Read to Tiger S. J. Fore, 2010-08-05 In this
delightful role-reversal story, all the serious little boy wants is to settle down quietly and read his
book. But that’s not so easy when there’s an imaginative tiger with an excess of energy behind the



couch, wanting attention and someone to play with. Repetitive refrains and sound effects make this a
perfect read-aloud, and the sweet and cozy ending will delight the heart of any book-lover.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Red at the Bone Jacqueline Woodson,
2019-09-17 THE TIMES '100 BEST SUMMER READS' NEW YORK TIMES TOP 10 BESTSELLER
LONGLISTED FOR THE WOMEN'S PRIZE 2020 'Sublime' Candice Carty-Williams 'An epic in
miniature' Tayari Jones 'A banger' Ta-Nehisi Coates 'Generous and big-hearted' Brit Bennett 'A true
spell of a book' Ocean Vuong 'A proclamation' R.O. Kwon 'A little masterpiece' Paula Hawkins 'I
adored this book' Elizabeth MacNeal 'Pure poetry' Observer 'A sharply focused gem' Sunday Times
'Will remind you why you love reading' Stylist 'Haunting' Guardian 'A wonderful, tragic, inspiring
story' Metro 'Prose that sings off the page... Gorgeous' Mail on Sunday 'A nuanced portrait of
shifting family relationships' Financial Times 'As seductive as a Prince bop' O, The Oprah Magazine
'Razor-sharp' Vanity Fair 'Dazzling... With urgent, vital insights into questions of class, gender, race,
history, queerness and sex' New York Times An unexpected teenage pregnancy brings together two
families from different social classes, and exposes the private hopes, disappointments and longings
that can bind or divide us. From the New York Times-bestselling and National Book Award-winning
author of Another Brooklyn and Brown Girl Dreaming. Brooklyn, 2001. It is the evening of
sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony in her grandparents' brownstone. Watched
lovingly by her relatives and friends, making her entrance to the music of Prince, she wears a special
custom-made dress - the very same dress that was sewn for a different wearer, Melody's mother, for
a celebration that ultimately never took place. Unfurling the history of Melody's family - from the
1921 Tulsa race massacre to post 9/11 New York - Red at the Bone explores sexual desire, identity,
class, and the life-altering facts of parenthood, as it looks at the ways in which young people must so
often make fateful decisions about their lives before they have even begun to figure out who they are
and what they want to be. *** ONE OF THE BOOKS OF THE YEAR FOR: New York Times;
Washington Post; Time; USA Today; O, The Oprah Magazine; Elle; Good Housekeeping; Esquire;
NPR; New York Public Library; Library Journal; Kirkus; BookRiot; She Reads; The Undefeated ***
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: If You Come Softly Jacqueline Woodson,
2006-06-22 A lyrical story of star-crossed love perfect for readers of The Hate U Give, by National
Ambassador for Children’s Literature Jacqueline Woodson--now celebrating its twentieth
anniversary, and including a new preface by the author Jeremiah feels good inside his own skin. That
is, when he's in his own Brooklyn neighborhood. But now he's going to be attending a fancy prep
school in Manhattan, and black teenage boys don't exactly fit in there. So it's a surprise when he
meets Ellie the first week of school. In one frozen moment their eyes lock, and after that they know
they fit together--even though she's Jewish and he's black. Their worlds are so different, but to them
that's not what matters. Too bad the rest of the world has to get in their way. Jacqueline Woodson's
work has been called “moving and resonant” (Wall Street Journal) and “gorgeous” (Vanity Fair). If
You Come Softly is a powerful story of interracial love that leaves readers wondering why and if only
. . .
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: The Last Lecture Randy Pausch, Jeffrey
Zaslow, 2010 The author, a computer science professor diagnosed with terminal cancer, explores his
life, the lessons that he has learned, how he has worked to achieve his childhood dreams, and the
effect of his diagnosis on him and his family.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Echopraxia Peter Watts, 2014-08-26 Prepare
for a different kind of singularity in Peter Watts' Echopraxia, the follow-up to the Hugo-nominated
novel Blindsight It's the eve of the twenty-second century: a world where the dearly departed send
postcards back from Heaven and evangelicals make scientific breakthroughs by speaking in tongues;
where genetically engineered vampires solve problems intractable to baseline humans and soldiers
come with zombie switches that shut off self-awareness during combat. And it's all under
surveillance by an alien presence that refuses to show itself. Daniel Bruks is a living fossil: a field
biologist in a world where biology has turned computational, a cat's-paw used by terrorists to kill
thousands. Taking refuge in the Oregon desert, he's turned his back on a humanity that shatters into



strange new subspecies with every heartbeat. But he awakens one night to find himself at the center
of a storm that will turn all of history inside-out. Now he's trapped on a ship bound for the center of
the solar system. To his left is a grief-stricken soldier, obsessed by whispered messages from a dead
son. To his right is a pilot who hasn't yet found the man she's sworn to kill on sight. A vampire and
its entourage of zombie bodyguards lurk in the shadows behind. And dead ahead, a handful of
rapture-stricken monks takes them all to a meeting with something they will only call The Angels of
the Asteroids. Their pilgrimage brings Dan Bruks, the fossil man, face-to-face with the biggest
evolutionary breakpoint since the origin of thought itself. At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Something's Wrong! Jory John, 2021-03-23 A
hilarious picture book from #1 New York Times bestselling author Jory John, paired with new
illustrator Erin Kraan, about a bear whose friends help him make it through a bad day! Jeff the bear
has definitely forgotten something. He ate his breakfast, he watered his plant, he combed his
fur...what could it be? Why does he feel so oddly off? So he asks his friend Anders the rabbit what
could possibly be wrong. It couldn't have anything to do with the fact that he's wearing
underwear...over his fur...could it? Something's Wrong! is another read-out-loud, laugh-out-loud
picture book from bestselling and beloved author Jory John, about that horrible nagging feeling that
it just might not be your day—but you know you have a friend to support you no matter what.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: The Distance Between Us Reyna Grande,
2012-08-28 In this inspirational and unflinchingly honest memoir, acclaimed author Reyna Grande
describes her childhood torn between the United States and Mexico, and shines a light on the
experiences, fears, and hopes of those who choose to make the harrowing journey across the border.
Reyna Grande vividly brings to life her tumultuous early years in this “compelling...unvarnished,
resonant” (BookPage) story of a childhood spent torn between two parents and two countries. As her
parents make the dangerous trek across the Mexican border to “El Otro Lado” (The Other Side) in
pursuit of the American dream, Reyna and her siblings are forced into the already overburdened
household of their stern grandmother. When their mother at last returns, Reyna prepares for her
own journey to “El Otro Lado” to live with the man who has haunted her imagination for years, her
long-absent father. Funny, heartbreaking, and lyrical, The Distance Between Us poignantly captures
the confusion and contradictions of childhood, reminding us that the joys and sorrows we experience
are imprinted on the heart forever, calling out to us of those places we first called home. Also
available in Spanish as La distancia entre nosotros.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: For Brown Girls with Sharp Edges and
Tender Hearts Prisca Dorcas Mojica Rodríguez, 2022-10-11 This electrifying debut (Los Angeles
Times) arms women of color with the tools and knowledge they need to find success on their own
terms For generations, Brown girls have had to push against powerful forces of sexism, racism, and
classism, often feeling alone in the struggle. By founding Latina Rebels, Prisca Dorcas Mojica
Rodríguez has created a community to help women fight together. In For Brown Girls with Sharp
Edges and Tender Hearts, she offers wisdom and a liberating path forward for all women of color.
She crafts powerful ways to address the challenges Brown girls face, from imposter syndrome to
colorism. She empowers women to decolonize their worldview, and defy universal white narratives,
by telling their own stories. Her book guides women of color toward a sense of pride and sisterhood
and offers essential tools to energize a movement. May it spark a fire within you.
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Olu's Dream Shane W. Evans, 2009-08-25 It's
time for Olu to lie down in bed, for the little one to sleep, his dad just said. Though Olu would rather
play and race, Not end the fun, or slow the pace. But as soon as Olu shuts those eyes, catch
this—imagination flies!
  brown girl dreaming questions and answers: Annie's Ghosts Steve Luxenberg, 2009-05-05
Beth Luxenberg was an only child. Or so everyone thought. Six months after Beth's death, her secret
emerged. It had a name: Annie. Praise for Annie's Ghosts Annie's Ghosts is one of the most
remarkable books I have ever read . . . From mental institutions to the Holocaust, from mothers and



fathers to children and childhood, with its mysteries, sadness, and joy--this book is one emotional
ride.--Bob Woodward, author of The War Within and State of Denial Steve Luxenberg sleuths his
family's hidden history with the skills of an investigative reporter, the instincts of a mystery writer,
and the sympathy of a loving son. His rediscovery of one lost woman illuminates the shocking fate of
thousands of Americans who disappeared just a generation ago.--Tony Horwitz, author of A Voyage
Long and Strange and Confederates in the Attic I started reading within minutes of picking up this
book, and was instantly mesmerized. It's a riveting detective story, a moving family saga, an
enlightening if heartbreaking chapter in the history of America's treatment of people born with what
we now call special needs. -- Deborah Tannen, author of You Just Don't Understand and You're
Wearing That This is a memoir that pushes the journalistic envelope . . . Luxenberg has written a
fascinating personal story as well as a report on our communal response to the mentally ill. -- Helen
Epstein, author of Where She Came From and Children of the Holocaust A wise, affecting new
memoir of family secrets and posthumous absolution. -- The Washington Post Annie's Ghosts will
resonate for many, whether the chords have to do with family secrets, the Depression, memories of a
thriving Detroit, the Holocaust's horrors, or the immigrant experience. -- The Detroit Free Press
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