business lookup washington state

Introduction:

Finding the right business in Washington State just got easier. This comprehensive guide, "Business
Lookup Washington State," provides a step-by-step approach to efficiently locating businesses across
the state, regardless of your search criteria. Whether you need to find a local plumber, research a
competitor, or verify a business's legitimacy, this guide will equip you with the necessary tools and
resources. We'll explore various online databases, government resources, and effective search

strategies to ensure you find the information you need quickly and accurately.

Article Outline:

I. Understanding Washington State Business Information Resources:
A. Washington Secretary of State's Office (SOS)

B. County Auditor Websites

C. Online Business Directories (e.g., Yelp, Google My Business)

D

. Specialized Industry Databases

Il. Effective Search Strategies for Finding Businesses:
. Using Keywords and Filters Effectively
. Leveraging Geographic Search Parameters

. Utilizing Advanced Search Operators (e.g., Boolean search)
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. Exploring Business Licenses and Permits Information

. Verifying Business Legitimacy and Information:
A. Checking Business Licenses and Registration Status
B. Looking for Customer Reviews and Ratings

C. Contacting the Better Business Bureau (BBB)



D. Cross-Referencing Information Across Multiple Sources

Article Body:

Finding Businesses Through the Washington Secretary of State's Office

The Washington Secretary of State's website is a treasure trove of information for locating businesses
within the state. This official government resource offers access to business registration records,
allowing you to verify a company's legal status, registered agent, and other key details. You can

search by business name, registered agent name, or other identifying information.

Utilizing County Auditor Websites for Local Business Information

Each county in Washington maintains its own records, often providing more granular business
information than the state-level resources. County auditor websites frequently list local businesses,
including details about property ownership, business licenses, and sometimes even contact

information. Remember to specify the county where the business is located for accurate results.

Leveraging Online Business Directories: Yelp, Google My Business, and

More

Popular online directories like Yelp and Google My Business offer a wealth of user-generated reviews
and business details. These platforms allow you to search for businesses based on category, location,
and customer ratings. While this information isn't always official, it can provide valuable insight into

customer experiences and business reputation. Remember to consider the volume and recency of



reviews when assessing the reliability of information.

Accessing Specialized Industry Databases for Targeted Searches

For specific industries, specialized databases may offer more focused results. For example, if you're
looking for medical professionals, you might consult the Washington State Department of Health's
licensing database. These specialized resources provide in-depth information relevant to that particular

industry, often including licensing and certification information.

Mastering Keyword and Filter Usage for Precise Results

Effective keyword usage is crucial for efficient business lookups. Instead of simply typing "restaurant,”
consider using more specific terms like "ltalian restaurant Seattle" or "organic bakery Bellevue."
Utilizing filters based on location, category, rating, and other relevant criteria will significantly refine

your search results.

Employing Geographic Search Parameters for Pinpoint Accuracy

Most online search engines and databases incorporate geographic search parameters. Precisely
specifying the city, zip code, or even street address helps narrow down your search to a specific area,
ensuring that you find only businesses within your desired vicinity. Using map-based searches can

also be beneficial for visualizing business locations.



Utilizing Advanced Search Operators for Enhanced Search Efficiency

Mastering advanced search operators, such as Boolean search terms (AND, OR, NOT), significantly
improves search precision. For example, "plumber AND Seattle AND emergency" will filter results to
only display emergency plumbers in Seattle. This allows you to refine your searches and find relevant

businesses with great efficiency.

Accessing Business Licenses and Permits Information: A Critical Step

Checking business licenses and permits provides crucial insight into the legitimacy and compliance of
a business. Many government websites offer searchable databases of business licenses and permits.
This verification process is especially important when dealing with significant transactions or services.

It helps to ensure that the business is operating legally and adheres to relevant regulations.

Verifying Business Legitimacy Through License and Registration

Checks

Always verify the business's licensing and registration status through official government sources like
the Washington Secretary of State's office and relevant county auditor websites. This step confirms the

business's legal operating status and helps avoid potential scams or fraudulent operations.

Gathering Customer Reviews and Ratings for Comprehensive

Assessment

Customer reviews and ratings offer valuable insight into a business's reputation and service quality.



Websites like Yelp and Google My Business often host numerous reviews that can help you assess
the customer experience. Remember that a diverse range of reviews usually provides a more balanced

perspective than those featuring only positive or negative comments.

Leveraging the Better Business Bureau (BBB) for Additional

Information

The Better Business Bureau (BBB) is a non-profit organization that collects and provides information
on businesses, including complaints and customer reviews. Checking a business's BBB rating can
offer an additional layer of validation, showcasing its history of customer interaction and complaints

resolution.

Cross-Referencing Information for Accurate and Reliable Results

To ensure accuracy, always cross-reference information obtained from multiple sources. Comparing
data from the Secretary of State's office, county auditor websites, online directories, and the BBB
provides a more comprehensive and reliable picture of the business. Discrepancies across sources

might indicate issues that require further investigation.

Conclusion:

Finding the right business in Washington State requires a strategic approach. By utilizing the resources
and search strategies outlined in this "Business Lookup Washington State" guide, you can efficiently
locate businesses, verify their legitimacy, and gather comprehensive information. Remember to
leverage the power of official government websites, online directories, and advanced search

techniques to ensure a successful and informed business search.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):



Q: Where can | find business licenses for Washington State businesses? A: You can find business
license information through the Washington Secretary of State's office and individual county auditor

websites.

Q: How can | verify the legitimacy of a Washington State business? A: Verify legitimacy by checking
business licenses and registrations with the Secretary of State's office, looking for customer reviews,

and potentially contacting the Better Business Bureau.

Q: What are some helpful keywords to use when searching for businesses? A: Use specific keywords
including business type, location (city, zip code), and any other relevant details (e.g., "ltalian restaurant

downtown Seattle").

Q: Are all businesses listed in online directories legitimate? A: No, not all businesses listed in online

directories are legitimate. Always verify information through official sources.

Q: What if | can't find a business using these methods? A: If you can't find a business, try refining your
search terms, expanding your search area, or checking alternative resources such as industry-specific

databases.

Related Keywords:

Washington State business search, Washington business directory, find businesses in WA,
Washington business registration, WA business license lookup, business lookup Washington, find a
company in Washington, Washington state business information, verify Washington business, locate

businesses in Washington State, Washington business database.

business lookup washington state: How To Start A Business in Washington Entrepreneur

Press, 2007-03-20 SmartStart Your Business Today! How to Start a Business in Washington is your
road map to avoiding operational, legal and financial pitfalls and breaking through the bureaucratic
red tape that often entangles new entrepreneurs. This all-in-one resource goes a step beyond other
business how-to books to give you a jump-start on planning for your business. It provides you with:



Valuable state-specific sample forms and letters on CD-ROM Mailing addresses, telephone numbers
and websites for the federal, state, local and private agencies that will help get your business up and
running State population statistics, income and consumption rates, major industry trends and overall
business incentives to give you a better picture of doing business in Washington Checklists, sample
forms and a complete sample business plan to assist you with numerous startup details
State-specific information on issues like choosing a legal form, selecting a business name, obtaining
licenses and permits, registering to pay taxes and knowing your employer responsibilities Federal
and state options for financing your new venture Resources, cost information, statistics and
regulations have all been updated. That, plus a new easier-to-use layout putting all the state-specific
information in one block of chapters, make this your must-have guide to getting your business off the
ground.

business lookup washington state: ... Selling at Retail Victor H. Pelz, 1926

business lookup washington state: The Core Business Web Gary W White, 2013-04-15 The
best Business Web sites at your fingertips—24/7! The Core Business Web: A Guide to Key
Information Resources is an essential resource that saves you from spending hours searching
through thousands of Web sites for the business information you need. A distinguished panel of
authors, all active in business librarianship, explores Web sites in their subject areas, selecting the
very best from 25 functional areas of business. Each site was chosen based on the timeliness,
relevance and reliability of its content, the site's ease of navigation and use, and the authority of the
site's author or publisher. The rapid growth of the Internet has resulted in an ever-increasing
number of Web sites offering potentially useful business information. The Core Business Web
identifies, evaluates, and summarizes the most significant sites, including gateways or portals,
directories, and meta-sites, to organize online resources into easy-to-follow links that allow you to
access information quickly. Sites are categorized and listed for 25 areas of business, including:
banking—commercial banking, regulators, trade associations, international links business
law—statutes, regulations, decisions, antitrust, corporations, international transactions, labor and
employment, tax and taxation, uniform commercial code career information and salary
surveys—Ilabor statistics, job hunters, career planning e-commerce—e-business news, statistics,
“how-to” sites, technology sites, business-to-business sites finance and investments—market analysis
and commentary, market news, stock screeners, brokers hospitality and tourism—lodging and
gaming, restaurant and foodservice small business and entrepreneurship—startup information,
counseling, funding and venture capital, and sites for women and minority-owned businesses, and
much more! The Core Business Web is an invaluable resource for saving valuable time that's
intended for information professionals but can be used by anyone seeking business information
online.

business lookup washington state: Small Farm Handbook Shirley Humphrey, 1994 A guide to
starting and operating a successful small farm.

business lookup washington state: Model Rules of Professional Conduct American Bar
Association. House of Delegates, Center for Professional Responsibility (American Bar Association),
2007 The Model Rules of Professional Conduct provides an up-to-date resource for information on
legal ethics. Federal, state and local courts in all jurisdictions look to the Rules for guidance in
solving lawyer malpractice cases, disciplinary actions, disqualification issues, sanctions questions
and much more. In this volume, black-letter Rules of Professional Conduct are followed by numbered
Comments that explain each Rule's purpose and provide suggestions for its practical application.
The Rules will help you identify proper conduct in a variety of given situations, review those
instances where discretionary action is possible, and define the nature of the relationship between
you and your clients, colleagues and the courts.

business lookup washington state: Washington Exports , 1984

business lookup washington state: White Awareness Judy H. Katz, 1978 Stage 1.

business lookup washington state: Running a Food Truck For Dummies Richard Myrick,
2016-09-28 Drive your food truck business to success While food trucks may not be the new kid on



the block anymore, it's a segment that continues to swell—and there's still plenty of room for
growth. If you have your sights set on taking your culinary prowess on the road, Running a Food
Truck For Dummies, 2nd Edition helps you find your food niche, follow important rules of conducting
business, outfit your moving kitchen, meet safety and sanitation requirements, and so much more.
Gone are the days of food trucks offering unappealing prepackaged meals, snacks, and coffee. In
today's flourishing food service industry, they're more like restaurants on wheels, offering eager
curbside patrons everything from gourmet tacos and Korean BBQ to gluten-free pastries and healthy
vegan fare. Whether you're the owner or operator of an existing food truck business looking to up
the ante or a chef, foodie, or gourmand interested in starting your own mobile restaurant endeavor,
Running a Food Truck For Dummies has you covered. Create a food truck business plan to set
yourself up for success Stay profitable by avoiding the most common operating mistakes Harness
public relations and social media to build your following Grow from one truck to multiple trucks,
restaurants, or a food truck franchise Packed with the latest information on legislation and
ordinances, securing loans, and marketing to the all-important Millennials, this one-stop guide helps
you cook up a well-done food truck venture in no time!

business lookup washington state: Web Search Garage Tara Calishain, 2004 Best-selling
author and research expert Tara Calishain offers her insider tips and tricks for web searching in this
title from Prentice Hall PTR's Garage Series. The book begins with an in-depth look at search
engines and other online tools such as browsers. It describes several principles of web searching to
help you leverage the scope of the Internet to discover information. The book also covers specific
topic areas of Internet searching, both domestically and internationally. Finally, Web Search Garage
includes a special technical support section to teach you how to find the support solutions you need
on the Internet. Specific topics covered include Search engines Browsers The principles of web
searching Searching for news, jobs, and local information Finding images and audio on the web
Searching for people Genealogy research Consumer help Drugs and medical information Kid-safe
searching Whether you're a newbie or an Internet search guru, Web Search Garage is a valuable
resource for using the Internet wisely to find the information you're looking for. Calishain's thorough
explanations and examples, combined with her entertaining wit will help you fine-tune your skills
and search the Internet to find convenient solutions.

business lookup washington state: Self-employment Tax, 1988

business lookup washington state: Internet of Things and the Law Guido Noto La Diega,
2022-10-14 Internet of Things and the Law: Legal Strategies for Consumer-Centric Smart
Technologies is the most comprehensive and up-to-date analysis of the legal issues in the Internet of
Things (IoT). For decades, the decreasing importance of tangible wealth and power - and the
increasing significance of their disembodied counterparts - has been the subject of much legal
research. For some time now, legal scholars have grappled with how laws drafted for tangible
property and predigital ‘offline’ technologies can cope with dematerialisation, digitalisation, and the
internet. As dematerialisation continues, this book aims to illuminate the opposite movement:
rematerialisation, namely, the return of data, knowledge, and power within a physical ‘smart’ world.
This development frames the book’s central question: can the law steer rematerialisation in a
human-centric and socially just direction? To answer it, the book focuses on the IoT, the
sociotechnological phenomenon that is primarily responsible for this shift. After a thorough analysis
of how existing laws can be interpreted to empower IoT end users, Noto La Diega leaves us with the
fundamental question of what happens when the law fails us and concludes with a call for collective
resistance against ‘smart’ capitalism.

business lookup washington state: Marvyn Scudder Manual of Extinct Or Obsolete
Companies , 1930

business lookup washington state: Elevator Code Industrial Commission of Wisconsin, 1926

business lookup washington state: Medical Fee Schedule , 1995

business lookup washington state: Investigative Data Mining for Security and Criminal
Detection Jesus Mena, 2003 Publisher Description



business lookup washington state: Guidebook for the Preparation of HACCP Plans , 1997

business lookup washington state: Fertilizer Use by Crop , 1999

business lookup washington state: State Salary Survey , 1975

business lookup washington state: The Science of Reading Margaret J. Snowling, Charles
Hulme, 2008-04-15 The Science of Reading: A Handbook brings together state-of-the-art reviews of
reading research from leading names in the field, to create a highly authoritative, multidisciplinary
overview of contemporary knowledge about reading and related skills. Provides comprehensive
coverage of the subject, including theoretical approaches, reading processes, stage models of
reading, cross-linguistic studies of reading, reading difficulties, the biology of reading, and reading
instruction Divided into seven sections:Word Recognition Processes in Reading; Learning to Read
and Spell; Reading Comprehension; Reading in Different Languages; Disorders of Reading and
Spelling; Biological Bases of Reading; Teaching Reading Edited by well-respected senior figures in
the field

business lookup washington state: Annual Report ... to the Legislature Louisiana Board of
Swamp Commissioners, 2019-07-31 This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these
books are created from careful scans of the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately
and present it in the way the author intended. Since the original versions are generally quite old,
there may occasionally be certain imperfections within these reproductions. We're happy to make
these classics available again for future generations to enjoy!

business lookup washington state: Highway & Heavy Construction, 1926

business lookup washington state: Agriculture Industry And The Environment V. P. Jauhari,

business lookup washington state: Premium Lists ..., 1922

business lookup washington state: North Carolina Notary Public Manual, 2016 North
Carolina Department of the, Nc Department Secretary of State, 2018-11-13 The office of notary
public has a long and proud history in our society. Their work is rarely glamorous, but it is so
important that the highest courts in the nation routinely accept properly notarized documents as
evidence in legal matters. In fact, the law governing notaries gives them the same mission as sworn
law enforcement officers, to serve and protect.

business lookup washington state: What You Can Do for Clean Water United States. Public
Health Service, 1964

business lookup washington state: Broadcast News Writing, Reporting, and Producing
Ted White, 2005-02-25 First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.

business lookup washington state: How to Become Self-Employed in Seattle Jennifer
MacLeod, 2016-09-15

business lookup washington state: Statement of Taxes Due Washington (State). Office of
State Auditor, 1970

business lookup washington state: Adult Children Adult Children of Alcoholics (Association),
2006 This is the official ACA Fellowship Text that is Adult Children of Alcoholics World Service
Organization (ACA WSO) Conference Approved Literature. Adult Children of
Alcoholics/Dysfunctional Families (ACA) is an independent 12 Step and 12 Tradition anonymous
program.

business lookup washington state: Protect Your Digital Privacy! Glee Harrah Cady, Pat
McGregor, 2002 Discusses such electronic privacy concerns as what privacy is, how it relates to
individuals, laws and regulations, identity theft, monitoring devices, and how to protect Internet
transactions.

business lookup washington state: Government Information on the Internet , 2001

business lookup washington state: DC: 0-5, 2016-11-01

business lookup washington state: Records and Information Management Patricia C. Franks,
2018-08-13 This book's authoritative blend of theory and practice makes it a matchless resource for
everyone in the archives and records management field.




business lookup washington state: The Business of Cannabis D. J. Summers, 2018-03-07
What happens when corporate culture takes over counterculture? This book explores the
contradictions present within the cannabis industry from a business and policy perspective. Despite
the unique culture surrounding cannabis, this new industry follows the same economic principles as
does any other agricultural product—that is, it would if the federal government allowed it to. Four
distinct challenges prevent the cannabis industry from becoming fully legal and federally regulated
in the United States, equivalent to the alcohol, pharmaceutical, or tobacco industries: federal
regulations counter to state laws, an unfriendly financial system, a U.S. attorney general bent on
keeping the drug war running, and Prohibition's 70-year-old legacy of distrust between legalization
advocates and opponents. Policy, however, is changing. Already the world's most heavily consumed
illicit drug is in the midst of an international transformation. Globally, a new international trade
market has emerged from efforts to legalize it for medical or recreational use, and in the United
States, the nascent cannabis industry has acquired lobbyists, well-financed industry kingpins, an
extensive ancillary industry, and taxation. The Business of Cannabis explores these issues in depth
and contextualizes U.S. drug policy at a time when lawmakers across the nation are deciding which
way to lean on the issue.

business lookup washington state: Public Transit Board Governance Guidebook Transit
Cooperative Research Program, National Research Council (U.S.). Transportation Research Board,
2002 This Guidebook is a reference tool that provides information on the organization and
composition of transit boards. The Guidebook describes the structure and practices of transit boards
and includes information on board-selection methods, board size, board length of service, and board
composition. The Guidebook also includes a section on the primary role and activities of the transit
board and the role of the transit board chair. There are guidelines for determining the roles and
responsibilities of board members and a description of the characteristics of an effective board. Six
case studies provide additional insight on transit board operation.

business lookup washington state: Washington State Bar News , 1987

business lookup washington state: Computerworld , 1994-02-28 For more than 40 years,
Computerworld has been the leading source of technology news and information for IT influencers
worldwide. Computerworld's award-winning Web site (Computerworld.com), twice-monthly
publication, focused conference series and custom research form the hub of the world's largest
global IT media network.

business lookup washington state: Amer Review 200 -Op/075 Kogan Page, 2003-10 This
reference covers North and South America, plus all the Caribbean states and South Atlantic. It
provides both an analytical overview of the region and specific data for each of the 53 countries.
Introductory chapters cover: a regional review with the 2003-4 trends, developments and key
events; analysis of political and economic impact of debt in the region; the stability of the Latin
American banking sector; the water crisis and its impact on the poor; the shift to the left in many
Latin American states and how this will affect the creation of a pan-American free-trade zone.
political and economic surveys identifying the trends, developments, problems and solutions;
country profiles, including information on economic sectors, political parties and systems,
demographics and languages; key facts and analysis of vital statistics; a business guide offering
practical information for visitors to the country, including local contact addresses; and key
indicators setting out the country's key economic indicators between 1998 and 2003.

business lookup washington state: Public Records Online Carl R. Ernst, Michael L. Sankey,
1997 The MASTER GUIDE to the world of government and private on-line sources of public records.

business lookup washington state: FutureGen Project , 2007
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