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Character Analysis: Wilhelm Reich – Unmasking
the Revolutionary and Controversial
Psychoanalyst

Wilhelm Reich. The name itself evokes a mixture of fascination and
controversy. This enigmatic figure, a student of Sigmund Freud who later
charted his own revolutionary course in psychoanalysis, remains a subject of
intense scholarly debate and popular intrigue. This comprehensive character
analysis delves deep into Reich's life, exploring his complex personality,
groundbreaking theories, and ultimately, his controversial downfall. We'll
unpack his intellectual journey, examine his key contributions to
psychoanalysis and beyond, and analyze the factors that shaped both his
genius and his notoriety. Prepare for a journey into the mind of a man who
dared to challenge the established order, leaving an indelible mark on
psychology, sociology, and even politics. This post will provide a nuanced
perspective, separating fact from fiction and providing a balanced assessment
of his lasting impact.

I. The Early Life and Intellectual Formation of
Wilhelm Reich

Reich's early life in Austria-Hungary significantly shaped his worldview.
Born into a relatively impoverished family, he experienced both hardship and
a strong sense of social injustice, which later fueled his revolutionary
zeal. His early exposure to Marxist thought, coupled with his rigorous
training in psychoanalysis under Freud, created a unique intellectual
synthesis. This blend of psychological insight and social critique became the
cornerstone of his later work. He displayed an intense drive for intellectual
understanding, a characteristic evident throughout his career. His unwavering
commitment to his theories, however, also contributed to his eventual
isolation from mainstream academia. This section will analyze the formative
experiences that propelled Reich towards his radical theories.

II. Reich's Key Contributions to Psychoanalysis:
Beyond the Couch

While initially a staunch supporter of Freud's psychoanalytic techniques,
Reich soon developed his own distinct approach. His most significant
contribution arguably lies in his concept of "character analysis," a
technique aimed at uncovering deep-seated character structures that he
believed were responsible for neurotic symptoms. He moved beyond the



traditional focus on dream interpretation and free association, emphasizing
the importance of body awareness and the expression of repressed emotions.
His work on muscular armoring, the physical manifestation of emotional
repression, remains a subject of ongoing research and debate within somatic
psychology. We'll explore the practical applications of character analysis,
examining its strengths and weaknesses in the context of contemporary
psychotherapy.

III. The Controversial Orgone Theory and its
Aftermath

Reich’s later work took a radical turn with the development of his orgone
theory, a highly controversial concept proposing the existence of a universal
life energy. This foray into biological physics led to accusations of
quackery and eventually a clash with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
The FDA's subsequent seizure of his orgone accumulators and the destruction
of his research marked a significant turning point in his life, leading to
his imprisonment and eventual death. This section will objectively examine
the scientific validity of the orgone theory, separating scientifically
credible claims from those considered pseudoscience, and analyzing the impact
of the ensuing controversy on his legacy.

IV. Reich's Social and Political Activism: A
Revolutionary's Zeal

Reich's commitment to social justice extended beyond his therapeutic
practice. He was an outspoken critic of fascism and authoritarianism,
advocating for social change and sexual liberation. His activism, often
intertwined with his psychoanalytic theories, positioned him as a
controversial figure within both scientific and political circles. This
section will examine his political affiliations, his critiques of societal
structures, and the ways in which his psychoanalytic perspective informed his
socio-political activism. The intertwining of his revolutionary ideas and his
personal experiences will be analyzed to provide a comprehensive
understanding of his motivations.

V. The Lasting Legacy of Wilhelm Reich: A Complex
Inheritance

Reich's legacy remains highly contested. While some dismiss him as a
charlatan, others view him as a visionary thinker who anticipated many
contemporary trends in psychology and social theory. His emphasis on body
awareness, emotional expression, and the interconnectedness of mind and body
has found resonance in various therapeutic approaches. This concluding
section will synthesize the key aspects of Reich's life and work, offering a
balanced perspective on his contributions and controversies, and exploring
his enduring influence on fields ranging from psychotherapy to bodywork.



Book Outline: "Unraveling Reich: A Biography and
Critical Analysis"

Introduction: A brief overview of Wilhelm Reich's life and the controversies
surrounding his work.

Chapter 1: Early Life and Influences: Focus on Reich's childhood, education,
and early exposure to Marxism and psychoanalysis.

Chapter 2: Development of Character Analysis: Detailed explanation of Reich's
contributions to psychoanalysis, including his concept of muscular armoring
and its therapeutic applications.

Chapter 3: The Orgone Theory and its Scientific Reception: An in-depth
examination of the orgone theory, its scientific basis (or lack thereof), and
the ensuing controversies.

Chapter 4: Political Activism and Social Critique: Analysis of Reich's
political involvement, his critiques of societal structures, and his advocacy
for social change.

Chapter 5: The FDA Conflict and Imprisonment: A chronological account of the
legal battles between Reich and the FDA, leading to his imprisonment and the
destruction of his research.

Chapter 6: Reich's Legacy and Enduring Influence: Assessment of Reich's
lasting impact on various fields, including psychology, psychotherapy, and
social theory. Discussion of his ongoing relevance and contemporary
applications of his ideas.

Conclusion: A summary of key findings, highlighting the complexities of
Reich's character and his enduring influence.

Detailed Explanation of Outline Points:

(Expanded upon the outline above, providing a more detailed explanation of
each chapter.)

Chapter 1: Early Life and Influences: This chapter will explore Reich's
upbringing in a relatively impoverished family in Austria-Hungary. It will
examine how his experiences of social injustice and inequality fueled his
later revolutionary zeal and his commitment to social change. We'll analyze
the impact of his early exposure to Marxist ideology and its interaction with
his psychoanalytic training under Sigmund Freud. This section will lay the
groundwork for understanding the development of his unique theoretical
perspectives.

Chapter 2: Development of Character Analysis: This chapter will delve deep



into Reich's contributions to psychoanalysis, focusing specifically on his
innovative character analysis technique. It will detail the core principles
of character analysis, emphasizing the importance of body awareness and the
expression of repressed emotions. The concept of muscular armoring will be
thoroughly explained, including its various manifestations and its role in
the development of neurotic symptoms. We will also examine case studies (with
appropriate anonymization and ethical considerations) illustrating the
practical application of this technique.

Chapter 3: The Orgone Theory and its Scientific Reception: This chapter will
tackle the most controversial aspect of Reich's work: his orgone theory. We
will present a balanced and objective analysis of the theory, examining its
scientific basis (or lack thereof) and discussing the critiques it has faced.
We will explore the evidence that Reich presented to support his claims, and
we will also critically evaluate this evidence in the context of established
scientific principles. The chapter will also analyze the reaction from the
scientific community, governmental agencies, and the public.

Chapter 4: Political Activism and Social Critique: This chapter will examine
Reich's significant involvement in social and political activism. It will
analyze his outspoken criticisms of fascism and authoritarianism and his
advocacy for sexual liberation. We will explore the links between his
psychoanalytic theories and his political views, demonstrating how his
psychological insights informed his socio-political stances. His writings and
speeches addressing social issues will be examined to understand the depth of
his convictions.

Chapter 5: The FDA Conflict and Imprisonment: This chapter will recount the
legal battles that Reich faced with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA). It will detail the FDA's seizure of his orgone accumulators and the
subsequent destruction of his research materials. The chapter will explore
the legal arguments and the reasons behind the FDA's actions, providing a
comprehensive understanding of the events leading to his imprisonment. It
will also address the impact of this conflict on his life and legacy.

Chapter 6: Reich's Legacy and Enduring Influence: This concluding chapter
will offer a balanced assessment of Reich's lasting impact across various
disciplines. We will analyze how his ideas—despite the controversy—have
influenced contemporary fields such as psychotherapy, bodywork therapies, and
social theory. We will also examine the ongoing debate surrounding his work,
separating fact from fiction, and highlighting the aspects of his theories
that continue to inspire and provoke discussion today.

FAQs:



What is the main difference between Freud's psychoanalysis and Reich's1.
character analysis? Reich focused on the body and its physical
manifestations of repressed emotions (muscular armoring), while Freud
primarily focused on dream interpretation and free association.

Is Reich's orgone theory scientifically valid? No, the orgone theory1.
lacks empirical support and is widely considered pseudoscience.

What was the role of the FDA in Reich's downfall? The FDA seized Reich's1.
orgone accumulators, deeming them fraudulent medical devices, ultimately
leading to his imprisonment.

How did Reich's political views influence his work? His Marxist leanings1.
and anti-authoritarian stance strongly informed his socio-political
critiques and his advocacy for social change.

What is muscular armoring? It's Reich's term for chronic muscle tension1.
resulting from repressed emotions, which he believed could be released
through therapeutic techniques.

What are some contemporary applications of Reich's ideas? Concepts like1.
body awareness and emotional expression find resonance in various
somatic therapies and modern approaches to psychotherapy.

Was Reich a charlatan or a visionary? This remains a matter of ongoing1.
debate. Some view him as a pioneering thinker, while others criticize
his pseudoscientific claims.

Why is Reich's work still relevant today? His emphasis on the1.
interconnectedness of body and mind, as well as his focus on social
justice, continues to resonate with many contemporary thinkers and
practitioners.



Where can I learn more about Wilhelm Reich? You can explore his1.
published works, numerous biographies, and scholarly articles discussing
his life and theories.

Related Articles:

Wilhelm Reich's Character Analysis: A Critical Evaluation: A scholarly1.
analysis examining the strengths and limitations of Reich's character
analysis technique.

The Orgone Accumulator: Fact or Fiction?: A detailed investigation into1.
the scientific claims and controversies surrounding the orgone
accumulator.

Wilhelm Reich and the FDA: A Legal Battle for the Ages: A historical1.
account of the legal proceedings between Reich and the FDA.

Reich's Influence on Body Psychotherapy: An exploration of the impact of1.
Reich's work on various body-oriented therapeutic approaches.

Wilhelm Reich's Political Activism: A Marxist Psychoanalyst's1.
Engagement: An examination of Reich's political affiliations and his
social and political activism.

Comparing Freud and Reich: A Study in Contrasting Psychoanalytic1.
Approaches: A comparative analysis highlighting the similarities and
differences between Freud's and Reich's psychoanalytic theories.

The Legacy of Wilhelm Reich: A Continuing Debate: A discussion of the1.
ongoing relevance and controversies surrounding Reich's work.



Reich's Concept of Muscular Armoring: A Somatic Perspective: A detailed1.
exploration of muscular armoring, its manifestations, and its
therapeutic implications.

Wilhelm Reich and the Sexual Revolution: An analysis of Reich's1.
contributions to the discourse on sexual liberation and his advocacy for
sexual freedom.

  character analysis wilhelm reich: Character Analysis Wilhelm Reich, 1972 TABLE OF
CONTENTS: PART 1: Technique. 1 Some Problems of Psychoanalytic Technique. 2 The Economic
Viewpoint in the Theory of Analytic Therapy. 3 On the Technique of Interpretation and Of Resistance
Analysis. 4 On the Technique of Character Analysis. 5 Indications and Dangers of Character
Analysis. 6 On the Handling of the Transference. PART 2: Theory of Character Formation. 7 The
Characterological Resolution of the Infantile Sexual Conflict. 8 The Genital Character and the
Neurotic Character. 9 Childhood phobia and Character Formation. 10 Some Circumscribed
Character Forms. 11 The Masochistic Character. 12 Some Observations on the Basic Conflict
Between Need and Outer World. PART 3: From Psychoanalysis to Orgone Biophysics. 13 Psychic
Contact and Vegetative Current. 14 The Expressive Language of the Living. 15 The Schizophrenic
Split. 16 The Emotional Plague. Index.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Mass Psychology of Fascism Wilhelm Reich, 1970 In
this classic study, Reich repudiates the concept that fascism is the ideology or action of a single
individual or nationality, or of any ethnic or political group. Instead he sees fascism as the
expression of the irrational character structure of the average human being whose whose primary
biological needs and impulses have been suppressed for thousands of years.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: A Book of Dreams Peter Reich, 2011-02-08
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Children of the Future Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02
Translated by Derek and Inge Jordan In Children of the Future, Wilhelm Reich shows how disastrous
the exclusion of genitality is to the young and its important influence on their development. In his
1932 work The Sexual Rights of Youth, published here in its revised form, Reich speaks in terms of
what he sees as the real meaning of the sexual enlightenment of youth: it is not the mystery and
dangers of procreation, but the essential nature of sexuality and the right of youth to genital
gratification. Reich presents a new way of seeing the parental compulsion to teach. In other
chapters, Reich examines attitudes toward infantile masturbation, the source of the human no, and
special disturbances of the young. Reichs work is substantiated by his concrete observations and
experiences with children, including case studies from the Orgonomic Infant Research Center.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Adventures in the Orgasmatron Christopher Turner,
2011-06-07 One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year A Boston Globe Best Nonfiction Book of
2011 Well before the 1960s, a sexual revolution was under way in America, led by expatriated
European thinkers who saw a vast country ripe for liberation. In Adventures in the Orgasmatron,
Christopher Turner tells the revolution's story—an illuminating, thrilling, often bizarre story of sex
and science, ecstasy and repression. Central to the narrative is the orgone box—a tall, slender
construction of wood, metal, and steel wool. A person who sat in the box, it was thought, could
elevate his or her orgastic potential. The box was the invention of Wilhelm Reich, an outrider



psychoanalyst who faced a federal ban on the orgone box, an FBI investigation, a fraught encounter
with Einstein, and bouts of paranoia. In Turner's vivid account, Reich's efforts anticipated those of
Alfred Kinsey, Herbert Marcuse, and other prominent thinkers—efforts that brought about a
transformation of Western views of sexuality in ways even the thinkers themselves could not have
imagined.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: People In Trouble Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02 First
published by Reich in 1953, People in Trouble is an autobiographical work in which Reich describes
the development of his sociological thinking from 1927 to 1937. In simple narrative form he recounts
his personal experiences with major social and political events and ideas, and reveals how these
experiences gradually led him to an awareness of the deep significance of the human character
structure in shaping and responding to the social process. The importance of Karl Marx's work and
its distortion by communist politicians plays an important role in Reich's account, as does the
political activity in the International Psychoanalytic Association which led to his expulsion from that
organization in 1934. The Norwegian press campaign against his biological experiments is also
discussed. People in Trouble is the story of one man's courageous struggle to understand the
political activity of his fellow men.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Where's the Truth? Wilhelm Reich, 2012-08-07 Where's the
Truth? is the fourth and final volume of Wilhelm Reich's autobiographical writings, drawn from his
diaries, letters, and laboratory notebooks. These writings reveal the details of the outrider scientist's
life—his joys and sorrows, his hopes and insecurities—and chronicle his experiments with what he
called orgone energy. A student of Freud's and a prominent research physician in the early
psychoanalytic movement, Reich immigrated to America in 1939 in flight from Nazism, and pursued
research about orgone energy functions in the living organism and the atmosphere. Where's the
Truth? begins in January 1948, shortly after Reich became a target of the Federal Food and Drug
Administration. He had already faced persecution by the U.S. government, having been mistaken by
the State Department and the FBI for both a Communist and a Nazi. Starting in 1947, Reich was
hounded by the FDA, which, in 1954, obtained an injunction by default against him that enabled it to
burn six tons of his published books and research journals, and to ban the use of one of his most
important experimental research tools—the orgone energy accumulator. Challenging the right of a
court to judge basic scientific research, Reich was imprisoned in March 1957 and died in the U.S.
Penitentiary in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, eight months later. The text gathered here shows Reich's
steadfast determination to protect his work. Where's the truth? he asked a lawyer, and that question
animates this volume and rounds out our understanding of a unique, irrepressible modern figure.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Reich Speaks of Freud Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02 The
core of this book is a tape-recorded interview of Wilhelm Reich, conducted by a representative of the
Sigmund Freud Archives, Inc. Published here for the first time, it is a profoundly human and an
unusually candid document that supplies a long-awaited clarification of the relationship between
Reich and Freud. Reich discusses the personally tragic but scientifically vital implications of his
relationship with Sigmund Freud in a manner both simple and concise, placing the reader in a
position to determine for himself what was at issue. The book has an extensive documentary
supplement containing pertinent extracts from Reich's writings as well as previously unpublished
material from his archives, including letters to Freud, Adler, Ferenczi, and others involved in the
early struggles within psychoanalysis. It also includes documents revealing the unrelenting hostility
of the psychoanalysts toward Reich.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Emotional Armoring Morton Herskowitz, 1997
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Whole Therapist, Whole Patient Patricia R. Frisch,
2018-01-19 Integrating the work of Reich, Masterson, and Jung, Whole Therapist, Whole Patient is a
step-by-step guidebook for professionals to learn about the psychology of their patients and conduct
treatment in a dynamic way. This text combines Reich’s character analyses, Masterson’s work on
personality disorders, and Jung’s dream analyses to create a clear typology of character types that
therapists can use to understand themselves and their patients. Also included are case management



techniques and guidance for working with difficult patients. In addition, readers can turn to the
book’s online resources to access a downloadable patient package, case presentation guide, and
psychological history form.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Sexual Revolution Wilhelm Reich, 2023-10 In this
book, Wilhelm Reich summarizes the criticism of the prevailing sexual conditions and conflicts as it
resulted from his sex-economic medical experiences over a period of years. He demonstrates, by way
of individual examples, the general basic traits of the conflicts in present-day sexual living, dealing
particularly with the institution of marriage and the revolution in family life as well as with the
problems of infantile and adolescent sexuality. He also presents a detailed and revealing study of the
sexual revolution that occurred briefly in Soviet Russia in the first few years of their economic
revolution.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Bioelectrical Investigation of Sexuality and
Anxiety Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02 Looking back over the development of orgone biophysics, Reich
wrote: My experimental studies during the years 1934 to 1938 gradually and logically centered on a
single basic problem: how deeply is the function of the orgasm rooted in biology? The Bioelectrical
Investigation of Sexuality and Anxiety is composed of three essential contributions from the period:
The Orgasm as an Electrophysiological Discharge, Sexuality and Anxiety, and The Bioelectrical
Function of Sexuality and Anxiety, Reich's detailed report on the physiological experiments in which
he sought proof for his orgasm theory. The Bioelectrical Investigation of Sexuality and Anxiety can
with good reason be understood as a logical continuation of my Character Analysis, Reich wrote. It is
the character analysis of the areas of biological functioning.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Language of the Body Alexander Lowen, 2012-12-18
The Language of the Body, originally published as Physical Dynamics of Character Structure,
brilliantly describes how personality is expressed in the form and function of the body. The body is
the key to understanding behavior and working with the body is the key to psychological health. The
Language of the Body outlines the foundations of character structure: schizoid, oral, masochistic,
hysteric, and phallic narcissistic personality types. Dr. Lowen examines the relationship between
psychoanalytic theory and body therapy.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Character Analysis Wilhelm Reich, 2023-11-03 Reich's
classic work on the development and treatment of human character disorders, first published in
1933. As a young clinician in the 1920s, Wilhelm Reich expanded psychoanalytic resistance into the
more inclusive technique of character analysis, in which the sum total of typical character attitudes
developed by an individual as a blocking against emotional excitations became the object of
treatment. These encrusted attitudes functioned as an armor, which Reich later found to exist
simultaneously in chronic muscular spasms. Thus mind and body came together and character
analysis opened the way to a biophysical approach to disease and the prevention of it.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Wilhelm Reich: A Personal Biography Ilse Ollendorff Reich,
2011-05-17
  character analysis wilhelm reich: A Record of Friendship Wilhelm Reich, 1984
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Embodied Analyst Jon Sletvold, 2014-01-03 2015
Gradiva Award Winner The Embodied Analyst brings together the history of embodied analysis
found in the work of Freud and Reich and contemporary relational analysis, particularly as
influenced by infant research. By integrating the ‘old’ embodied and the ‘new’ relational traditions,
the book contributes to a new clinical perspective focusing on form and process rather than content
and structure – the ‘how’, rather than the ‘what’ and the ‘why’. This perspective is characterised by
a focus on movement, emotional interaction and the therapists own bodily experience in the analytic
encounter. Jon Sletvold presents a user-friendly approach to embodied experience, providing the
history, theory, training and practice of embodied experience and expression as a way of expanding
clinical attention. Starting with a Spinozan view of the embodied mind, Part One: History of
Embodied Psychoanalysis presents an overview of the history of the field in the works of Freud and
Reich as well as a look at the Norwegian Character Analytic tradition . Part Two: Conceptual



Framework and Clinical Guidelines explains how clinical interaction can be navigated based on the
embodied concepts of subjectivity, intersubjectivity and reflexivity. Part Three: Embodied Training
and Supervision presents innovative approaches to training in emotional communication inspired by
the performing arts. The book ends with a consideration of the embodied analyst in the 21st century
consulting room. Capturing key aspects of a transitional movement in the development of
psychoanalysis and psychotherapy, The Embodied Analyst is ideal for those working and training in
psychoanalysis and psychotherapy.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Fury On Earth Myron Sharaf, 1994-03-22
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Listen, Little Man! Wilhelm Reich, Theodore Peter Wolfe,
William Steig, 1972 Listen, Little Man! is a great physician's quiet talk to each one of us, the average
human being, the Little Man. Written in 1946 in answer to the gossip and defamation that plagued
his remarkable career, it tells how Reich watched, at first naively, then with amazement, and finally
with horror, at what the Little Man does to himself; how he suffers and rebels; how he esteems his
enemies and murders his friends; how, wherever he gains power as a representative of the people,
he misuses this power and makes it crueler than the power it has supplanted.Reich has us to look
honestly at ourselves and to assume responsibility for our lives and for the great untapped potential
that lies in the depth of human nature.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Rethinking Intellectual History Dominick LaCapra, 1983
Dominick LaCapra calls for a new view of intellectual history--one that will revitalize the importance
of reading and interpreting significant texts. In ten essays, he reformulates the problem of the
relation between the great texts of the Western tradition and their contexts. Seeking to refine
context into a concept useful to historical research, LaCapra urges intellectual historians to learn
from lessons and developments in contemporary literary criticism and philosophy, fields that have
undertaken a radical reassessment of the reading of texts.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Quest for Wilhelm Reich Colin Wilson, 1981 In a
significant reassessment of Reich's ideas and works, Wilson combines interviews of those once
associated with the controversial psychoanalyst and intensive analyses of Reich's theories to
produce a substantial account of Reich's misunderstood genius.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Kaiser's Last Kiss Alan Judd, 2017-01-03 Originally
published in Great Britain in 2003 by HarperCollins Publishers--Copyright page.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Jung and Reich John P. Conger, 2005-01-12 Although
contemporaries, Carl Jung and Wilhelm Reich, two giants in the field of psychoanalysis, never met.
What might have happened if they had is the inspiration behind this detailed investigation. Jung and
Reich succinctly outlines each man's personality and compares their lives and their work,
emphasizing points of convergence between them. John Conger provocatively puts Jung's mystical
and psychological approach to spiritual disciplines on the same plane as Reich's controversial
theories of genitality and character armor. The result is a heady what if? bound to intrigue and
inspire readers.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Murder of Christ Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02 In this
profound and moving work, the scientist Wilhelm Reich explores the meaning of Christ's life and
reveals the hidden, universal scourge that caused his agonizing death--The Emotional Plague of
Mankind. Reich contends that man is faced with full responsibility for the murder of Christ all
through the ages--for the murder of fellow human beings, no matter what the circumstances. Here is
the blunt truth about people's true ways of being, acting and emotional reacting. Here, also, the
lesson of the murder of Christ is applied to the contemporary social scene. The tragedy of Reich's
own death points up the fact that the problems presented in THE MURDER OF CHRIST are acute
problems of present-day society.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Reproduction of Mothering Nancy Chodorow,
1999-11-02 This text had a major impact on both feminists and psychoanalysts when it was first
published, and it continues to shape the thinking of analysts and feminists today.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Dynamics Of Character David Shapiro, 2009-08-05 Dr.



David Shapiro's first new book in ten years, Dynamics of Character deepens his now-classic studies
of psychopathology with this conceptualization of a dynamics of the whole character--a
self-regulatory system that encompasses personal attitudes, modes of activity, and relationship with
the external world. Extending and magnifying Shapiro's original vision of psychopathology,
Dynamics of Character is a resonantly reasoned response to the reduction of complex processes of
mind to products of biological defect of psychological trauma.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Wilhelm Reich Vs. the U.S.A. Jerome Greenfield, 1974
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Unlocking Personal Freedom: Wilhelm Reich's
Revolutionary Approach to Character Analysis and Self-Regulation Wilhelm Reich ,
2024-07-20 Wilhelm Reich's pioneering insights into character analysis and self-regulation offer a
transformative approach to personal freedom and emotional well-being. By embracing the principles
of emotional armoring, orgone energy, and holistic integration, individuals can embark on a journey
of self-discovery and healing. Reich's legacy continues to inspire self-help literature, empowering
individuals to cultivate resilience, authenticity, and vitality in their lives. Explore Reich's
revolutionary theories, embody the principles of emotional liberation, and embark on a path towards
holistic health, personal growth, and profound self-awareness.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Balancing Empathy and Interpretation Lawrence Josephs,
1995 Dr. Josephs's own point of view centers on one simple recommendation: to maintain a dynamic
balance between empathy and analysis. It is an easy recommendation to make but difficult to
implement.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Ether, God & Devil & Cosmic Superimposition Wilhelm
Reich, 1972 These companion volumes, long out of print, are now presented together for the first
time so that the reader may better grasp their essential unity. In Ether, God and Devil, Wilhelm
Reich describes the process of functional thinking and reveals how the inner logic of this objective
thought technique led him to the discovery of cosmic orgone energy. In Cosmic Superimposition,
Reich steps beyond the character structure of man to an understanding of how man is rooted in
nature. The super-imposition of two orgone-energy systems which is demonstrable in the genital
embrace is revealed as a common functioning principal that exists in all of nature. Concluding this
work, Reich returns to the human sphere to ponder about the greatest riddle of all: the ability of
man to think, and by mere thinking to know what nature is and how it works.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Selected Writings Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02 This
anthology is not intended to replace any of the works of Wilhelm Reich, but rather to serve as an
introduction to them. The chapters include material from The Function of the Orgasm; The Cancer
Biopathy; Character Analysis; Ether, God and Devil; Cosmic Superimposition and The Murder of
Christ. In addition the volume reprints many important later articles from various journals.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Pleasure Alexander Lowen, 2004 One of the world's
leading innovators in the field of psychology shows you how to expand and realize your capacity to
feel your body's aliveness, natural freedom, and spontaneity. A more creative life through pleasure is
the promise of this revolutionary book. Defining pleasure as a bodily experience, Dr. Alexander
Lowen states that there is no such thing as pure mental pleasure and points out that the capacity for
pleasure is also the capacity for creative self-expression. In most adults, however, the struggle for
power competes with the striving for pleasure, undermines creativity, and causes muscular tensions.
Pleasure offers a way out of this dilemma through a series of bioenergetic exercises. These exercises
are described in easy-to-follow detail. Their aim is to help the body regain its natural freedom and
spontaneity and to release not only pleasure but also joyous creativity.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Book of Daniel E.L. Doctorow, 2010-11-10 The
central figure of this novel is a young man whose parents were executed for conspiring to steal
atomic secrets for Russia. His name is Daniel Isaacson, and as the story opens, his parents have
been dead for many years. He has had a long time to adjust to their deaths. He has not adjusted. Out
of the shambles of his childhood, he has constructed a new life—marriage to an adoring girl who
gives him a son of his own, and a career in scholarship. It is a life that enrages him. In the silence of



the library at Columbia University, where he is supposedly writing a Ph.D. dissertation, Daniel
composes something quite different. It is a confession of his most intimate relationships—with his
wife, his foster parents, and his kid sister Susan, whose own radicalism so reproaches him. It is a
book of memories: riding a bus with his parents to the ill-fated Paul Robeson concert in Peekskill;
watching the FBI take his father away; appearing with Susan at rallies protesting their parents’
innocence; visiting his mother and father in the Death House. It is a book of investigation:
transcribing Daniel’s interviews with people who knew his parents, or who knew about them; and
logging his strange researches and discoveries in the library stacks. It is a book of judgments of
everyone involved in the case—lawyers, police, informers, friends, and the Isaacson family itself. It is
a book rich in characters, from elderly grand- mothers of immigrant culture, to covert radicals of the
McCarthy era, to hippie marchers on the Pen-tagon. It is a book that spans the quarter-century of
American life since World War II. It is a book about the nature of Left politics in this country—its
sacrificial rites, its peculiar cruelties, its humility, its bitterness. It is a book about some of the
beautiful and terrible feelings of childhood. It is about the nature of guilt and innocence, and about
the relations of people to nations. It is The Book of Daniel.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Prisoner of Sex Norman Mailer, 1985 Here, by
America's foremost candidate for the Nobel Prize, is the book that some fifteen years ago created a
firestorm among true believeers of the women's liberation movement, and which on rereading and
contemplation emerges as one of the most sensible, sensitive and probing works on the ageless
dialectic of man, woman, man-woman ever to be written.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Vita Sexualis Ralph M. Leck, 2016-03-30 Karl Ulrichs's
studies of sexual diversity galvanized the burgeoning field of sexual science in the nineteenth
century. But in the years since, his groundbreaking activism has overshadowed his scholarly
achievements. Ulrichs publicly defied Prussian law to agitate for gay equality and marriage, and
founded the world's first organization dedicated to the legal and social emancipation of
homosexuals. Ralph M. Leck returns Ulrichs to his place as the inventor of the science of sexual
heterogeneity. Leck's analysis situates sexual science in a context that includes politics, aesthetics,
the languages of science, and the ethics of gender. Although he was the greatest nineteenth-century
scholar of sexual heterogeneity, Ulrichs retained certain traditional conjectures about gender. Leck
recognizes these subtleties and employs the analytical concepts of modernist vita sexualis and
traditional psychopathia sexualis to articulate philosophical and cultural differences among
sexologists. Original and audacious, Vita Sexualis uses a bedrock figure's scientific and political
innovations to open new insights into the history of sexual science, legal systems, and Western
amatory codes.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: End of History and the Last Man Francis Fukuyama,
2006-03-01 Ever since its first publication in 1992, the New York Times bestselling The End of
History and the Last Man has provoked controversy and debate. Profoundly realistic and
important...supremely timely and cogent...the first book to fully fathom the depth and range of the
changes now sweeping through the world. —The Washington Post Book World Francis Fukuyama's
prescient analysis of religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is
as essential for a world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now
updated with a new afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern classic.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Crisis of Psychoanalysis Erich Fromm, 2014-12-09 This
book brings together Erich Fromm’s basic statements on the application of psychoanalytic theory to
social dynamics. At the same time it offers an image of man consonant with the hopes of radical
humanism. The Crisis of Psychoanalysis is a collection of nine brilliant essays. Although his work is
deeply rooted in Freudian theory, Fromm further develops Freud’s doctrines by including both social
and ethical dimensions and applies his discoveries and insights to address the problems we face in
society at large.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Wilhelm Reich Robert S. Corrington, 2003-07-14 A stirring
reappraisal of the brilliant, maligned psychoanalytic thinker Robert S. Corrington offers the first



thorough reconsideration of Wilhelm Reich's life and work since Reich's death in 1957. Reich was
seventeen years old at the outbreak of World War I and had already witnessed the suicides of his
mother and father. A native of Vienna, he became a disciple of Freud; but by his late twenties,
having already written his classic The Function of the Orgasm, he fled the Third Reich and departed,
too, from Freudian psychoanalysis. In The Mass Psychology of Fascism, Reich first took the now
classic position that social behavior has its every root in sexual behavior and repression. But the
psychoanalytic community was made uncomfortable by this claim, and it was said -- by the time of
Reich's death in an American prison on dubious charges brought by the federal government -- that
Reich had squandered his prodigal genius and surrendered to his own paranoia and psychosis, an
opinion still responsible for the neglect and misconception of Reich's contribution to psychology. In
this transfixing psychobiography, Corrington illuminates the themes and obsessions that unify
Reich's work and reports on Reich's fascinating, unrelenting one-man quest to probe the ultimate
structures of self, world, and cosmos.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: The Function of the Orgasm Wilhelm Reich, 2013-07-02
This book describes Reich's first medical and scientific work on the living organism from his first
efforts at the Medical School of the University of Vienna in 1919 to the laboratory experiments in
Oslo in 1939 which revealed the existence of a radiating biological energy, orgone energy. The
subject of sexuality is basic to this work, and Reich shows clearly its importance for human life and
its relevance in understanding the social problems of our time. In the central phenomenon, the
sexual orgasm, we meet with questions deriving from the field of psychology as well as from that of
physiology, from the field of biology no less than from that of sociology. Natural science offers hardly
another field of research that is so well equipped to exhibit the fundamental unity of everything that
lives and to guard against narrow, fragmentizing specialization. --Wilhelm Reich.
  character analysis wilhelm reich: Wilhelm Reich and the Cold War James Edward Martin,
2014-04-10 Wilhelm Reich, his colleagues, and his antagonists, are among the most influential
groups of people of the 20th century. As a part of Sigmund Freud's psychoanalytic movement in
Vienna, Reich is hailed as an innovator. His later work in the United States brought him to an
ignominious end when he died in federal prison. Author and researcher James Edward Martin took
up the subject of the controversial psychoanalytic pioneer and natural scientist, expecting to
disprove Reich's suspicions that his detractors were predominantly communists and even Soviet
spies. This led the author to dusty university archives across the United States and Europe, and to
interview Reich's associates and relatives. You'll hear his explanation of his tangled past involvement
with a notorious den of Soviet moles, the Cambridge Five spy ring that included Anthony Blunt, Kim
Philby, Donald Maclean and Guy Burgess. You'll learn how Stalin's agents used Reich's own
techniques of character analysis in a perverted way, in order to find psychological hooks into the
minds of innocent people, conforming them to the red thread of conspiracy. You'll see what Mildred
Brady, a cheerleader for the Emotional Plague, did to her own daughter. You'll travel to Arizona, and
visit the places where Reich conducted his atmospheric medicine, under the noses of officials in the
government's weather modification center, the Institute of Atmospheric Physics. You'll join Albert
Einstein at Princeton as he tests Reich's discoveries, confirms them experimentally but not pursuing
them. You'll meet the famed Dr. James E. McDonald and his colleagues at the University of Arizona,
about McDonald's groundbreaking work on weather modification and UFO research - he was one of
the first mainstream scientists to blow the whistle on a government cover-up.
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