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Christabel Critical Analysis: Unraveling Coleridge's
Gothic Masterpiece

Introduction:

Step into the shadowy world of Samuel Taylor Coleridge's "Christabel," a poem that continues to
captivate and unsettle readers centuries after its creation. This in-depth critical analysis will delve into
the poem's intricate layers, exploring its Gothic elements, ambiguous characters, and enduring
relevance. We'll examine the poem's themes of innocence and corruption, the supernatural versus
the psychological, and the power dynamics at play. By the end of this comprehensive guide, you'll
possess a deeper understanding of Coleridge's masterpiece and its enduring place in literary history.
This analysis will go beyond simple plot summary, exploring the nuanced symbolism, literary
techniques, and lasting impact of "Christabel." Prepare to uncover the chilling secrets hidden within
this enigmatic poem.

I. The Gothic Atmosphere and Setting:

Coleridge masterfully crafts a Gothic atmosphere, setting the stage for unease and suspense. The
poem's nighttime setting, the ancient castle, and the pervasive sense of mystery immediately
establish a foreboding tone. The use of vivid imagery, such as "the moonless night" and "the dark
forest," enhances the sense of dread and isolation. This contrasts sharply with the seemingly innocent
Christabel, highlighting the vulnerability of innocence in a corrupted world. The descriptions are not
merely descriptive; they are psychologically suggestive, mirroring the internal anxieties and
uncertainties experienced by the characters. Consider the way the natural world itself seems to
conspire against Christabel, reflecting her own internal struggle against the encroaching darkness of
Geraldine. The very architecture of the castle becomes a symbol of the corrupting influence, its age
and decay mirroring the erosion of Christabel's moral purity.

[l. Character Analysis: Christabel and Geraldine:

The poem's central conflict lies in the dynamic between Christabel, the innocent young woman, and
Geraldine, the seemingly helpless but ultimately sinister figure. Christabel's naiveté and compassion
are her strengths and ultimately her weaknesses. She represents a kind of idealized purity, but this
purity is challenged and ultimately threatened by Geraldine's manipulative presence. Geraldine, on
the other hand, is a study in ambiguity. Is she a supernatural being, a succubus, or a product of
Christabel's own subconscious anxieties? Her physical beauty masks a profound moral corruption,
highlighting the deceptive nature of appearances. The poem leaves the reader questioning
Geraldine's true nature, fostering a sense of unresolved ambiguity. The interplay between these two
characters forms the heart of the poem's thematic exploration of innocence, seduction, and betrayal.

[ll. Symbolism and Allegory:



"Christabel" is rich in symbolism, with various images acting as potent vehicles for thematic
exploration. The serpent, for instance, is a recurring motif, representing temptation and the insidious
nature of evil. The castle itself functions as a symbol of the corrupting power of the past and the
hidden dangers within seemingly respectable institutions. Light and dark are consistently used to
symbolize good and evil, purity and corruption. The poem's ambiguity extends to its symbolism;
interpretations may vary, adding to the poem's enduring fascination. The poem's use of allegory
allows for multiple readings and interpretations, making it relevant to a wide range of contexts and
critical perspectives.

IV. The Supernatural and the Psychological:

A central question in any "Christabel" analysis is the nature of Geraldine’s power. Is she truly a
supernatural being, or is her influence a manifestation of Christabel’s internal anxieties and repressed
desires? This ambiqguity reflects the blurry line between the supernatural and the psychological that
often characterizes Gothic literature. Coleridge masterfully blurs this line, leaving the reader to
ponder the nature of Geraldine’s influence - is it a genuine supernatural threat or a psychological
projection of Christabel’s own inner turmoil and vulnerability? This duality adds a layer of complexity
that resists simplistic interpretation.

V. Themes of Innocence and Corruption:

The poem's central theme explores the conflict between innocence and corruption. Christabel’s
innocence is gradually eroded by Geraldine’s seductive presence. This process is not a sudden fall but
a gradual, subtle corruption that reflects the insidious nature of evil. The poem suggests that
innocence is not necessarily a shield against corruption, but rather something that can be easily
manipulated and exploited. The poem's unsettling conclusion leaves the reader questioning the
ultimate fate of Christabel and the enduring power of corruption.

VI. Literary Technigques and Style:

Coleridge's mastery of language and literary techniques is crucial to the poem's effectiveness. The
use of ballad form, with its simple structure and repetitive elements, creates a hypnotic rhythm that
draws the reader into the poem's unsettling world. The use of vivid imagery, evocative language, and
suspenseful pacing contributes to the poem's overall impact. The use of foreshadowing, particularly in
the descriptions of Geraldine and the castle, creates a palpable sense of foreboding, preparing the
reader for the impending danger. The poem's incompleteness also adds to its enigmatic nature.

VII. Conclusion and Lasting Impact:

"Christabel" remains a powerful and enduring work of literature. Its exploration of themes such as
innocence, corruption, the supernatural, and psychological turmoil continues to resonate with readers
today. The poem’s ambiguity and unresolved ending ensure its continued relevance and invite
ongoing critical interpretation. Its influence can be seen in subsequent Gothic literature and beyond,
solidifying its place as a cornerstone of the Romantic movement.

VIII. A Sample Critical Analysis Outline:



Name: A Critical Examination of Power Dynamics and Ambiguity in Coleridge's "Christabel"

Introduction: Briefly introduce Coleridge, "Christabel," and the thesis statement focusing on the
shifting power dynamic and the poem's inherent ambiguity.

Chapter 1: The Gothic Setting and Atmosphere: Analyze how the setting contributes to the overall
theme of unease and vulnerability.

Chapter 2: Character Analysis - Christabel's Vulnerability: Explore Christabel’s innocence and her
susceptibility to Geraldine’s influence.

Chapter 3: Character Analysis - Geraldine's Ambiguity: Examine Geraldine's character, exploring her
duality and the inherent ambiguity surrounding her true nature.

Chapter 4: The Power Dynamic: Analyze how the power dynamic between Christabel and Geraldine
shifts throughout the poem.

Chapter 5: Symbolism and Allegory: Explore the key symbols and their contribution to understanding
the poem's themes.

Chapter 6: The Supernatural vs. Psychological: Analyze the blurred line between the supernatural and
the psychological interpretations of the events.

Chapter 7: The Unfinished Narrative: Discuss the impact of the poem's incompletion on its
interpretation and impact.

Conclusion: Reiterate the thesis, summarizing key findings and highlighting the lasting significance of
"Christabel."

(Note: The following sections elaborate on each point of the above outline. Due to the length
constraint, | have provided a condensed version of each chapter.)

IX. Elaborated Points of the Outline:

(These sections would expand upon the outline points above, providing detailed analysis and
supporting evidence from the text of "Christabel.") For example:

Chapter 1 (Gothic Setting): This chapter would discuss how the dark forest, the ancient castle, and the
moonless night create an atmosphere of suspense and foreshadow the events to come. It would
include specific textual evidence to support the analysis.

Chapter 2 (Christabel's Vulnerability): This chapter would delve into Christabel's character, exploring
her naiveté, compassion, and lack of awareness of Geraldine’s true nature. It would examine how
these traits contribute to her vulnerability and eventual downfall.

Chapter 3 (Geraldine's Ambiguity): This chapter would analyze Geraldine's ambiguous nature,
considering interpretations of her as a supernatural creature, a psychological manifestation, or a
simply manipulative individual. It would include close readings of specific passages to support various
interpretations.

Chapter 4 (Power Dynamic): This section would track the shifts in power between Christabel and
Geraldine. Initially, Christabel holds a position of power through her hospitality and perceived
innocence, but this power is gradually eroded by Geraldine's subtle manipulation.

Chapter 5 (Symbolism and Allegory): This chapter would analyze significant symbols like the serpent,
the castle, and light/dark imagery. It would explore how these symbols contribute to the overall



themes and meanings of the poem.

Chapter 6 (Supernatural vs. Psychological): This chapter would directly address the debate
surrounding Geraldine’s nature - supernatural or psychological projection. It would explore both
interpretations, weighing the evidence and acknowledging the poem's deliberate ambiguity.

Chapter 7 (Unfinished Narrative): This chapter would discuss the impact of the poem's unfinished
state, considering its impact on the poem's interpretation and its contribution to the overall effect of
suspense and ambiguity.

Conclusion: The conclusion would restate the thesis, summarizing the key arguments and reiterating

the lasting importance of understanding the power dynamic and ambiguity in "Christabel" for a
complete interpretation.

X. FAQs:

1. What is the main conflict in "Christabel"? The main conflict is between Christabel's innocence
and Geraldine's corrupting influence.

1. Is Geraldine a supernatural being? The poem deliberately leaves this ambiguous; interpretations
vary.

1. What are the key symbols in "Christabel"? Serpents, the castle, light/dark imagery, and the
braiding of hair are significant symbols.

1. What is the significance of the poem's unfinished state? It contributes to the sense of unease
and allows for multiple interpretations.

1. What is the poem's overall theme? The poem explores themes of innocence, corruption,
seduction, and the power dynamics between characters.

1. What literary techniques does Coleridge employ? He uses ballad form, vivid imagery,
suspenseful pacing, and foreshadowing.



XI.

1. How does the setting contribute to the poem's atmosphere? The dark, nighttime setting creates
a foreboding and suspenseful atmosphere.

1. What is the significance of the poem’s title, "Christabel"? The name suggests innocence and
purity, which is ultimately challenged throughout the poem.

1. What is the lasting impact of "Christabel"? It remains a significant work of Gothic literature,
influencing subsequent writers and inspiring ongoing critical discussion.

Related Articles:

1. Coleridge's Use of Gothic Elements in "Christabel": Explores the specific Gothic tropes and
conventions used in the poem.

1. The Psychological Interpretation of Geraldine in "Christabel": Focuses on the Freudian analysis
of Geraldine as a manifestation of Christabel’s inner turmoil.

1. Ambiguity and Unfinished Narratives in Romantic Poetry: Broader analysis comparing
"Christabel" with other incomplete works from the Romantic period.

1. The Role of Women in Coleridge's Poetry: Examines the portrayal of female characters in
Coleridge’s work, with a particular focus on "Christabel."

1. Comparing "Christabel" to other Gothic Novels: A comparative analysis of "Christabel" alongside
other Gothic works like "Frankenstein" or "The Mysteries of Udolpho."

1. Symbolism and Allegory in Romantic Literature: A broader exploration of symbolism, drawing
examples from other Romantic works.



1. The Supernatural in Romantic Literature: An examination of the supernatural themes in other
Romantic works and the historical context.

1. Coleridge's Life and Influences on "Christabel": Explores the biographical context and influences
that shaped Coleridge's writing of "Christabel."

1. Critical Reception of "Christabel": Examines how "Christabel" has been received and interpreted
by critics throughout history.

christabel critical analysis: Christabel... Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1905

christabel critical analysis: Kubla Khan Samuel Coleridge, 2015-12-15 Though left
uncompleted, “Kubla Khan” is one of the most famous examples of Romantic era poetry. In it,
Samuel Coleridge provides a stunning and detailed example of the power of the poet’s imagination
through his whimsical description of Xanadu, the capital city of Kublai Khan's empire. Samuel
Coleridge penned “Kubla Khan” after waking up from an opium-induced dream in which he
experienced and imagined the realities of the great Mongol ruler’s capital city. Coleridge began
writing what he remembered of his dream immediately upon waking from it, and intended to write
two to three hundred lines. However, Coleridge was interrupted soon after and, his memory of the
dream dimming, was ultimately unable to complete the poem. HarperPerennial Classics brings great
works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

christabel critical analysis: Coleridge's Poems Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1899

christabel critical analysis: Biographia Literaria Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1881

christabel critical analysis: Christabel Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1907

christabel critical analysis: The Battle For Christabel Margaret Forster, 2012-07-31
Rowena wants a baby. What she doesn't want is the baby's father. Yet five years after the birth of
Christabel, Rowena is dead, tragically killed in a climbing accident. The battle for Christabel has
begun... With signature skill, Margaret Forster reveals the conflicting personal interests that lie
behind each character’s claim on the child. Drawn from the perspectives of social workers,
grandparents, lovers and foster-mothers, this novel is a remarkable and heartfelt exploration of the
complexities of motherhood.

christabel critical analysis: Olalla Robert Louis Stevenson, 2022-09-15 Olalla is a short story
by the Scottish novelist, poet, essayist and travel writer Robert Louis Stevenson. It was first
published in the Christmas 1885 issue of The Court and Society Review, then re-published in 1887
as part of the collection The Merry Men and Other Tales and Fables. It is set in Spain during the
Peninsular War. A Scottish soldier recovering from his injuries in Spain goes to stay with a local
family, where he eventually meets the beautiful Olalla and falls in love with her. But things won't be
smooth sailing for either of them...

christabel critical analysis: Sylvia Pankhurst Katherine Connelly, 2013-09-03 From militant



suffragette at the beginning of the twentieth century to campaigner against colonialism in Africa
after the Second World War, Sylvia Pankhurst dedicated her life to fighting oppression and injustice.
In this vivid biography Katherine Connelly examines Pankhurst’s role at the forefront of significant
developments in the history of radical politics. She guides us through Pankhurst's construction of a
suffragette militancy which put working-class women at the heart of the struggle, her championing
of the Bolshevik Revolution and her clandestine attempts to sabotage the actions of the British state,
as well as her early identification of the dangers of Fascism. The book explores the dilemmas,
debates and often painful personal consequences faced by Pankhurst which were played out in her
art, writings and activism. It argues that far from being an advocate of disparate causes, Pankhurst’s
campaigns were united by an essential continuity which hold vital lessons for achieving social
change. This lively and accessible biography presents Pankhurst as a courageous and inspiring
campaigner, of huge relevance to those engaged in social movements today.

christabel critical analysis: The Friendship Adam Sisman, 2007-02-15 In Adam Sisman's
previous book, the award-winning Boswell's Presumptuous Task, he inventively recounted the
making of the most distinguished biography in the English language, James Boswell's Life of
Johnson. Now, with The Friendship, Sisman details the relationship of two of the most important
Romantic poets, William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. The first modern biography to
consider them together, The Friendship is a wonderfully readable account that evokes these two
extraordinary personalities and situates them in their time, exploring the influence each writer had
on the other, as well as providing glimpses of the creative process itself.

christabel critical analysis: Critical Rhythm Ben Glaser, Jonathan Culler, 2019-01-08 This
book shows how rhythm constitutes an untapped resource for understanding poetry. Intervening in
recent debates over formalism, historicism, and poetics, the authors show how rhythm is at once a
defamiliarizing aesthetic force and an unstable concept. Distinct from the related terms to which it’s
often assimilated—scansion, prosody, meter—rhythm makes legible a range of ways poetry affects us
that cannot be parsed through the traditional resources of poetic theory. Rhythm has rich but also
problematic roots in still-lingering nineteenth-century notions of primitive, oral, communal, and
sometimes racialized poetics. But there are reasons to understand and even embrace its seductions,
including its resistance to lyrical voice and even identity. Through exploration of rhythm’s
genealogies and present critical debates, the essays consistently warn against taking rhythm to be a
given form offering ready-made resources for interpretation. Pressing beyond poetry handbooks’
isolated descriptions of technique or inductive declarations of what rhythm “is,” the essays ask what
it means to think rhythm. Rhythm, the contributors show, happens relative to the body, on the one
hand, and to language, on the other—two categories that are distinct from the literary, the mode
through which poetics has tended to be analyzed. Beyond articulating what rhythm does to poetry,
the contributors undertake a genealogical and theoretical analysis of how rhythm as a human
experience has come to be articulated through poetry and poetics. The resulting work helps us
better understand poetry both on its own terms and in its continuities with other experiences and
other arts. Contributors: Derek Attridge, Tom Cable, Jonathan Culler, Natalie Gerber, Ben Glaser,
Virginia Jackson, Simon Jarvis, Ewan Jones, Erin Kappeler, Meredith Martin, David Nowell Smith,
Yopie Prins, Haun Saussy

christabel critical analysis: Sylvia Pankhurst Rachel Holmes, 2020-09-17 'A wonderful book ...
Holmes sublimely illuminates Sylvia's extraordinary life' The Times 'A masterpiece' Vanessa
Redgrave Born into one of Britain's most famous activist families, Sylvia Pankhurst
was a natural rebel. A free spirit and radical visionary, history placed her in the shadow of her
famous mother, Emmeline, and elder sister, Christabel. Yet artist Sylvia Pankhurst was the most
revolutionary of them all. Sylvia found her voice fighting for votes for women, imprisoned and
tortured in Holloway prison more than any other suffragette. But the vote was just the beginning of
her lifelong defence of human rights. She engaged with political giants, warned of fascism in
Europe, championed the liberation struggles in Africa and India and became an Ethiopian patriot.
Her intimate life was no less controversial. The rupture between Sylvia, Emmeline and Christabel




became worldwide news, while her romantic life drew public speculation and condemnation. Rachel
Holmes interweaves the personal and political in an extraordinary celebration of a life in resistance,
painting a compelling portrait of one of the greatest unsung political figures of the twentieth
century. 'A monument to an astonishing life' Daily Telegraph, Best Biographies of 2020 'A robust and
sensitive biography' Sunday Times, History Books of the Year 'A moving, powerful biography'
Guardian

christabel critical analysis: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
1900

christabel critical analysis: The Lay of the Last Minstrel Walter Scott, 1805

christabel critical analysis: The Works of Samuel Taylor Coleridge Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, 1853

christabel critical analysis: Romantic Poetry Karl Kroeber, Gene W. Ruoff, 1993 This
anthology fills the need for a comprehensive, up-to-date collection of the most important
contemporary writings on the English romantic poets. During the 1980s, many theoretical
innovations in literary study swept academic criticism. Many of these approaches--from
deconstructive, new historicist, and feminist perspectives--used romantic texts as primary examples
and altered radically the ways in which we read. Other major changes have occurred in textual
studies, dramatically transforming the works of these poets. The world of English romantic poetry
has certainly changed, and Romantic Poetry keeps pace with those changes. Karl Kroeber and Gene
W. Ruoff have organized the book by poet--Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelly, and
Keats--and have included essays representative of key critical approaches to each poet's work. In
addition to their excellent general introduction, the editors have provided brief, helpful forewords to
each essay, showing how it reflects current approaches to its subject. The book also has an extensive
bibliography sure to serve as an important research aid. Students on all levels will find this book
invaluable.

christabel critical analysis: My Life Had Stood a Loaded Gun Emily Dickinson, 2016-03-03 'It's
coming - the postponeless Creature' Electrifying poems of isolation, beauty, death and eternity from
a reclusive genius and one of America's greatest writers. One of 46 new books in the bestselling
Little Black Classics series, to celebrate the first ever Penguin Classic in 1946. Each book gives
readers a taste of the Classics' huge range and diversity, with works from around the world and
across the centuries - including fables, decadence, heartbreak, tall tales, satire, ghosts, battles and
elephants.

christabel critical analysis: Before I Die Jenny Downham, 2008-09-25 For the many readers
who love The Fault in Our Stars, this is the story of a girl who is determined to live, love, and to
write her own ending before her time is finally up. Tessa has just months to live. Fighting back
against hospital visits, endless tests, and drugs with excruciating side effects, Tessa compiles a list.
It’s her To Do Before I Die list. And number one is Sex. Released from the constraints of “normal”
life, Tessa tastes new experiences to make her feel alive while her failing body struggles to keep up.
Tessa’s feelings, her relationships with her father and brother, her estranged mother, her best
friend, and her new boyfriend, are all painfully crystallized in the precious weeks before Tessa’s time
runs out. A Publishers Weekly Best Children’s Book of the Year A Booklist Editors’ Choice A Book
Sense Children’s Pick A Kirkus Reviews Editors’ Choice A Publishers Weekly Flying Start Author An
ALA-YALSA Top Ten Best Book for Young Adults The newly released feature film Now Is Good,
starring Dakota Fanning, is based on Jenny Downham's intensely moving novel.

christabel critical analysis: The Wreck of the Hesperus Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1886

christabel critical analysis: Nineteenth-century Literature Criticism Laurie Lanzen Harris,
1991 Excerpts from criticism of the works of novelists, poets, playwrights, short story writers and
other creative writers who lived between 1800 and 1900, from the first published critical appraisals
to current evaluations.

christabel critical analysis: The Hearing Trumpet Leonora Carrington, 2021-01-05 An old
woman enters into a fantastical world of dreams and nightmares in this surrealist classic admired by



Bjork and Luis Bunuel. Leonora Carrington, painter, playwright, and novelist, was a surrealist
trickster par excellence, and The Hearing Trumpet is the witty, celebratory key to her anarchic and
allusive body of work. The novel begins in the bourgeois comfort of a residential corner of a Mexican
city and ends with a man-made apocalypse that promises to usher in the earth’s rebirth. In between
we are swept off to a most curious old-age home run by a self-improvement cult and drawn several
centuries back in time with a cross-dressing Abbess who is on a quest to restore the Holy Grail to its
rightful owner, the Goddess Venus. Guiding us is one of the most unexpected heroines in
twentieth-century literature, a nonagenarian vegetarian named Marian Leatherby, who, as Olga
Tokarczuk writes in her afterword, is “hard of hearing” but “full of life.”

christabel critical analysis: Christabel Christabel Bielenberg, 1989

christabel critical analysis: The Melbourne Review , 1883

christabel critical analysis: The Months SARA COLERIDGE, 2021-05-12 The One Poem
series introduces young children to the world of poetry in a delightful manner, and helps them in
developing a lifelong interest in this genre of literature. A truly adorable collection of all-time
favourite poets and poems.

christabel critical analysis: Alciphron Thomas Moore, 1840

christabel critical analysis: Youth and Age Claude Colleer, 1918

christabel critical analysis: ,

christabel critical analysis: How To Read A Poem Edward Hirsch, 1999-03-22 From the
National Book Critics Circle Award-winning poet and critic: “A lovely book, full of joy and wisdom.”
—The Baltimore Sun How to Read a Poem is an unprecedented exploration of poetry, feeling, and
human nature. In language at once acute and emotional, Edward Hirsch describes why poetry
matters and how we can open up our imaginations so that its message can make a difference. In a
marvelous reading of verse from around the world, including work by Pablo Neruda, Elizabeth
Bishop, Wallace Stevens, and Sylvia Plath, among many others, Hirsch discovers the true meaning of
their words and ideas and brings their sublime message home into our hearts. “Hirsch has gathered
an eclectic group of poems from many times and places, with selections as varied as postwar Polish
poetry, works by Keats and Christopher Smart, and lyrics from African American work songs . . .
Hirsch suggests helpful strategies for understanding and appreciating each poem. The book is
scholarly but very readable and incorporates interesting anecdotes from the lives of the poets.”
—Library Journal “The answer Hirsch gives to the question of how to read a poem is: Ecstatically.”
—Boston Book Review “Hirsch’s magnificent text is supported by an extensive glossary and superb
international reading list.” —Booklist “If you are pretty sure you don’t like poetry, this is the book
that’s bound to change your mind.” —Charles Simic, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The World
Doesn’t End

christabel critical analysis: Headlong Michael Frayn, 2000-09 Academic Martin Clay is asked
by a boorish country squire to assess his paintings. Clay spots what he suspects is a Bruegel and so
begins a tale of lies and concealment as he schemes to separate the painting from its owner.

christabel critical analysis: Critical essays Charles Lamb, Mary Lamb, 1903

christabel critical analysis: The Literary Guide and Rationalist Review , 1925

christabel critical analysis: Babel Tower A. S. Byatt, 2012-04-18 The Booker Prize-winning
author of Possession presents an extraordinary story set against the backdrop of the 1960s—a
turbulent decade of clashing politics, passionate ideals, and shifting sexual roles. At the heart of
Babel Tower are two law cases, twin strands of the Establishment's web, that shape the story: a
painful divorce and custody suit and the prosecution of an obscene book. Frederica, the independent
young heroine, is involved in both. She startled her intellectual circle of friends by marrying a young
country squire, whose violent streak has now been turned against her. Fleeing to London with their
young son, she gets a teaching job in an art school, where she is thrown into the thick of the new
decade. Poets and painters are denying the value of the past, fostering dreams of rebellion, which
focus around a strange, charismatic figure—the near-naked, unkempt and smelly Jude Mason, with
his flowing gray hair, a hippie before his time. We feel the growing unease, the undertones of sex



and cruelty. The tension erupts over his novel Babbletower, set in a past revolutionary era, where a
band of people retire to a castle to found an ideal community. In this book, as in the courtrooms, as
in the art school's haphazard classes and on the committee set up to study the teaching of language,
people function increasingly in groups. Many are obsessed with protecting the young, but the
fashionable notion of children as innocent and free slowly comes to seem wishful, and perilous. In
Byatt's vision, the presiding genius of the day seems to be a blend of the Marquis de Sade and The
Hobbit. Peopled with weird and colorful characters, charted with brilliant, imaginative sympathy,
Babel Tower is as comic as it is threatening and bizarre.

christabel critical analysis: A Choice of Coleridge's Verse Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1996
Coleridge's flawed genius has fascinated people for almost 200 years. His greatest poems have a
quality which sets them apart from - and perhaps above - those of even his most admired Romantic
contemporaries. Yet they sit oddly, too, with the bulk of his own work, seeming to spring, if not from
a different sensibility, then at least from a different state of mind. Here, Ted Hughes describes the
psychological ordeal which produced the supreme utterances of 'Kubla Khan', "The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner' and 'Christabel, Part One', and his choice gives us those poems in the company of
others related to them. The result is a daring and radical attempt to get to the heart of Coleridge's
spiritual and poetic concerns.

christabel critical analysis: Hazlitt on English Literature: An Introduction to the
Appreciation of Literature William Hazlitt, 2019-11-19 The present selection of Hazlitt's critical
essays has been planned to serve two important purposes. In the first place, it provides the materials
for an estimate of the character and scope of Hazlitt's contributions to criticism and so acquaints
students with one of the greatest of English critics. And in the second place, what is perhaps more
important, such a selection, embodying a series of appreciations of the great English writers, should
prove helpful in the college teaching of literature. There is no great critic who by his readableness
and comprehensiveness is as well qualified as Hazlitt to aid in bringing home to students the power
and the beauty of the essential things in literature. There is, in him, a splendid stimulating energy
which has not yet been sufficiently utilized.

christabel critical analysis: Elegy in a Country Churchyard Thomas Gray, 1888

christabel critical analysis: Down to a Sunless Sea David Graham, 2007-06-22 The six
hundred passengers and crew members aboard a jumbo jetliner are left without a destination and a
country when nuclear war breaks out and spreads devastation around the world. A collapsed
economy and an increasingly savage society were causing thousands to abandon America. Captain
Jonah Scott was a pilot, hired to fly some lucky refugees to London. But once in the air, nuclear war
broke out, and Scott became responsible for the entire human race!

christabel critical analysis: Radical Wordsworth Jonathan Bate, 2020-04-14 On the 250th
anniversary of Wordsworth’s birth comes a highly imaginative and vivid portrait of a revolutionary
poet who embodied the spirit of his age Published in time for the 250th anniversary of William
Wordsworth’s birth, this is the biography of a great poetic genius, a revolutionary who changed the
world. Wordsworth rejoiced in the French Revolution and played a central role in the cultural
upheaval that we call the Romantic Revolution. He and his fellow Romantics changed forever the
way we think about childhood, the sense of the self, our connection to the natural environment, and
the purpose of poetry. But his was also a revolutionary life in the old sense of the word, insofar as
his art was of memory, the return of the past, the circling back to childhood and youth. This
beautifully written biography is purposefully fragmentary, momentary, and selective, opening up
what Wordsworth called the hiding-places of my power.

christabel critical analysis: Coleridge's Ancient Mariner, Kubla Khan and Christabel Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, 1898

christabel critical analysis: Samuel Taylor Coleridge Harold Bloom, 2010 A complex critical
portrait of one of the most influential writers in the world, Samuel Taylor Coleridge--Provided by
publisher.

christabel critical analysis: Romantic Medievalism E. Fay, 2001-12-17 Nineteenth century



medievalism is usually associated with Scott's world of Ivanhoe , but Romantic Medievalism argues
that Scott's is a conservative use of the past and that radical poets such as the young Coleridge,
Keats and Shelley used the medieval to critique and change, rather than validate, the present. These
poets identified with the troubadour of courtly love, a disempowered figure often politically at odds
with the establishment figure of the knight.

christabel critical analysis: Coleridge's Poetic Intelligence John B. Beer, 1977
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