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Christianity: Questions That Cannot Be Answered

Introduction:

Faith is a powerful force, a cornerstone of countless lives. Christianity, with its rich history and
profound teachings, offers answers to many of life's big questions. Yet, nestled within its inspiring
narratives and unwavering beliefs lie questions that have perplexed theologians, philosophers, and
believers for centuries. This article delves into some of these enduring mysteries, exploring the
inherent paradoxes and unanswered questions within the Christian faith. We won't offer definitive
answers – that's not the point. Instead, we aim to stimulate thought, encourage critical engagement,
and acknowledge the space for mystery within a faith that emphasizes grace and belief. We’ll
explore the problem of evil, the nature of God's omnipotence, and the complexities of free will versus
predestination, among other challenging concepts.

The Problem of Evil: A Persistent Paradox

The existence of suffering and evil in a world supposedly created and governed by an all-powerful,
all-knowing, and all-good God presents a significant challenge to Christian theology. If God is truly
omnipotent (all-powerful), why does he allow suffering? If he is omniscient (all-knowing), why
doesn't he prevent it? If he is omnibenevolent (all-good), why doesn't he alleviate it? This classic
theological problem has spawned countless books and debates. While various attempts to reconcile
God's goodness with the existence of evil have been made (e.g., free will defense, soul-making
theodicy), none fully and satisfactorily answer the question of why a loving God permits such
widespread suffering. The sheer scale and brutality of human suffering, coupled with natural
disasters, often leave believers grappling with this profound enigma.

The Nature of the Trinity: A Mystery of Faith

The Christian doctrine of the Trinity – the belief in one God existing in three co-equal, co-eternal
persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) – is a central tenet of the faith but remains conceptually
challenging. How can three distinct persons be one God? This concept transcends human
understanding and relies on faith rather than logic or empirical evidence. While theological
explanations attempt to clarify the Trinity, the inherent mystery remains at the heart of the doctrine.
It is a belief embraced through faith, accepted as a revealed truth, not fully grasped by human
reason.

The Extent of God's Foreknowledge: Free Will vs. Predestination

The concept of God's omniscience brings another set of unanswered questions. If God knows
everything that will happen, including every choice we will make, does this negate human free will?
The tension between God's foreknowledge and human free will has led to centuries of theological



debate, with differing viewpoints emerging, such as Calvinism (emphasizing predestination) and
Arminianism (emphasizing free will). Reconciling divine foreknowledge with genuine human agency
remains a complex and unresolved issue. The seemingly paradoxical nature of a pre-ordained future
alongside individual choice continues to puzzle and challenge Christian thinkers.

The Nature of Heaven and Hell: Beyond Human Comprehension

The Christian descriptions of heaven and hell, while offering comfort and warning, largely remain
beyond human comprehension. What is the nature of eternal life in heaven? What is the experience
of hell? Are these literal places, or are they metaphorical representations of spiritual states? The
lack of concrete, empirical evidence makes it difficult to fully grasp these concepts. They remain
objects of faith and theological speculation, with different denominations and individuals holding
diverse interpretations.

The Problem of Miracles: Evidence and Faith

Miracles, often cited as evidence of God's intervention, present a significant challenge for those
seeking rational explanations. While some claim to witness or experience miracles, providing
verifiable proof remains difficult. The subjective nature of faith makes it hard to objectively verify
the occurrence of miraculous events. The question of how miracles fit into the natural order of the
universe, and how to distinguish between genuine miracles and other phenomena, continues to be a
point of contention.

The Silence of God: The Absence of Divine Intervention

Many believers wrestle with the perceived silence of God in the face of personal suffering or global
crises. Why doesn't God intervene more directly in the lives of individuals or prevent catastrophic
events? This perceived lack of divine intervention leads to questions about God's presence,
involvement, and the nature of prayer and divine response. The silence can cause doubt and raise
profound questions about God's nature and relationship with humanity.

The Inherent Mystery of God: The Limits of Human Understanding

Ultimately, many unanswered questions in Christianity stem from the inherent mystery of God. The
divine is, by its very nature, beyond complete human comprehension. Trying to fully understand God
through human reason may be akin to trying to grasp the infinite with finite tools. Embracing the
mystery and acknowledging the limitations of human understanding can be a path towards deeper
faith, accepting the space for questions and the limitations of our cognitive capacity to fully grasp
the divine.

The Origin of Evil: A Source Unknown

While the problem of evil is well-discussed, the origin of evil itself remains a profound mystery
within Christian thought. Did evil originate with the Fall of humanity, or was it always present,
somehow inherent in creation? Understanding the root cause of evil and its relationship to God's
creation is a crucial element in grappling with the theological problem of suffering.



The Afterlife and the Soul: Unprovable yet Believed

The nature of the soul and the existence of an afterlife are central tenets of Christian faith yet
remain unprovable by scientific or empirical means. The Christian belief in the immortality of the
soul and a life after death relies fundamentally on faith and divine revelation, not on demonstrable
evidence. This reliance on faith, rather than empirical proof, leaves the question of the afterlife
within the realm of the unknown and the believed.

Article Outline: Christianity's Unanswerable Questions

I. Introduction: Briefly introducing the concept of unanswered questions within Christianity.

II. The Problem of Evil: Examining the classic theological challenge of reconciling God's goodness
with the existence of suffering.

III. The Nature of the Trinity: Exploring the paradoxical concept of one God in three persons.

IV. Free Will vs. Predestination: Analyzing the tension between divine foreknowledge and human
agency.

V. Heaven and Hell: Discussing the enigmatic nature of the afterlife.

VI. Miracles and Faith: Examining the evidence for and challenges to the concept of miracles.

VII. The Silence of God: Exploring the perceived absence of divine intervention.

VIII. The Inherent Mystery of God: Acknowledging the limits of human understanding of the divine.

IX. The Origin of Evil: Delving into the unresolved question of evil's source.

X. The Afterlife and the Soul: Discussing the unprovable yet fundamental beliefs.

XI. Conclusion: Summarizing the central themes and emphasizing the importance of faith and
mystery within Christianity.

(Detailed explanation of each point is provided above in the main body of the article.)

FAQs:

Is it okay to have unanswered questions about Christianity? Absolutely. Wrestling with difficult1.
questions is a sign of intellectual engagement and a deeper search for faith.

Do all Christians agree on these unanswered questions? No. Different denominations and1.



individuals within Christianity hold diverse perspectives on these issues.

Does the existence of unanswered questions disprove Christianity? No. Many faiths embrace1.
mystery and acknowledge that some questions may remain beyond human understanding.

How can I reconcile faith with these unanswered questions? Through prayer, reflection, study,1.
and engagement with the broader Christian community.

Are these questions unique to Christianity? No. Many religions grapple with similar questions1.
about the nature of God, suffering, and the afterlife.

Is it wrong to doubt? Doubt is a natural part of the faith journey. It's important to explore1.
doubts honestly and engage in thoughtful reflection.

Does acknowledging unanswered questions weaken my faith? Not necessarily. It can1.
strengthen your faith by prompting deeper reflection and a more nuanced understanding of
your beliefs.

Where can I find more information on these topics? Consult theological texts, engage with1.
Christian scholars, and participate in discussions within your faith community.

Should I abandon my faith if I can’t answer these questions? The decision is personal. Many1.
find that grappling with these questions leads to a richer and more meaningful faith.

Related Articles:

The Problem of Evil and the Christian Faith: A deep dive into the philosophical and theological1.
responses to the problem of evil.



Understanding the Trinity: A Guide for Beginners: A simplified explanation of the Christian1.
doctrine of the Trinity.

Free Will and Predestination: A Reconciliation? An exploration of the different theological1.
perspectives on free will and predestination.

Heaven and Hell in Christian Theology: A Comparative Study: A comparison of different1.
Christian views on heaven and hell.

The Role of Miracles in Christianity: An examination of the place of miracles in Christian belief1.
and practice.

The Experience of Silence in the Christian Faith: Exploring the emotional and spiritual aspects1.
of feeling God's absence.

Exploring the Mystery of God: A Journey of Faith: A reflection on the limits of human1.
understanding of the divine.

The Origin of Evil: A Biblical Perspective: Analyzing different biblical interpretations of the1.
origin of evil.

The Christian View of the Afterlife and the Soul: A comprehensive discussion of the Christian1.
perspective on the soul and the afterlife.

  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Case for Christianity Answer Book Lee
Strobel, 2014-08-12 Answers to the most-asked questions about Christian faith! The Case for
Christianity Answer Book is a great book for both newer and seasoned Christians alike. The Q&A



format lends itself to helping believers know how to effectively defend their faith. Perfect for those
ready to consider Jesus, longtime believers, someone seeking the truth, or even a skeptic. This book
is great for anyone looking for a handy reference. The Case for Christianity Answer Book provides
succinct answers to real questions about Christianity. Strobel, a former atheist, uses his
investigative journalism skills to dig deep into the Bible to provide compelling and concise answers
about Christianity. In this answer book, bestselling author Lee Strobel offers biblically based
answers to questions such as: Did God use evolution when He created the world? If God is loving,
why is there so much suffering? Do the resurrection accounts in the four Gospels contradict each
other? Can you have doubts and still be a Christian?
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Give Me an Answer Cliffe Knechtle,
1986-03-31 Cliffe Knechtle offers clear, reasoned and compassionate responses to the tough
questions skeptics ask.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Confronting Christianity Rebecca
McLaughlin, 2019-04-17 Although many people suggest that Christianity is declining, research
indicates that it continues to be the world's most popular worldview. But even so, the Christian faith
includes many controversial beliefs that non-Christians find hard to accept. This book explores 12
issues that might cause someone to dismiss orthodox Christianity—issues such as the existence of
suffering, the Bible's teaching on gender and sexuality, the reality of heaven and hell, the authority
of the Bible, and more. Showing how the best research from sociology, science, and psychology
doesn't disagree with but actually aligns with claims found in the Bible, these chapters help skeptics
understand why these issues are signposts, rather than roadblocks, to faith in Christ.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Grill a Christian Roger Carswell,
2011-01-01
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: 10 Questions Every Teen Should Ask (and
Answer) about Christianity Rebecca McLaughlin, 2021-03-09 Written by Rebecca McLaughlin,
Author of Confronting Christianity In a world of increasing ideological diversity, kids are being
challenged to think through their own beliefs at an early age. Questions like How can you believe the
Bible is true?; Why can't we just agree that love is love?; and Isn't Christianity against diversity? can
seem like roadblocks for kids who are following Jesus, as well as for those who might otherwise
consider faith in Christ. In this helpful book—written both for Christian kids and for those who think
Jesus is just a fairy tale character—Rebecca McLaughlin invites readers ages 12–15 to dig deep into
hard questions for themselves and perhaps discover that the things that once looked like roadblocks
to faith might actually be signposts.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Questions Christians Hope No One Will
Ask Mark Mittelberg, 2010-10-29 2011 Retailers Choice Award winner! “Why are Christians against
same-sex people getting married? . . . Why do you believe God exists at all? . . . Why would God allow
evil and suffering? . . . Why trust the Bible when it’s full of mistakes? . . . How could a loving God
send people to hell? . . . What makes you think Jesus was more than just a good teacher? . . . Why are
Christians so judgmental?” Some questions can stop a conversation. Today, more than ever, people
are raising difficult, penetrating questions about faith, God, and the Bible. Based on an exclusive
new Barna survey of 1,000 Christians, The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask presents
compelling, easy-to-grasp answers to ten of the most troubling questions facing Christians today.
These include everything from the existence of heaven to the issues of abortion and homosexuality,
as well as the question of whether evolution eliminates our need for a God.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Christianity for People Who Aren't
Christians James Emery White, 2019-11-05 I wish this book had been around when I was an atheist
and started to seek God. It's a no-nonsense, practical, and insightful guide that will help all those on
a quest for spiritual truth. If you're investigating whether there's any substance to the Christian
faith, you must read this important book.--Lee Strobel, former award-winning legal editor of the
Chicago Tribune and bestselling author of more than twenty books *** In our post-Christian age, the
old answers for skeptics are no longer cutting it. Why? Because they largely seek to answer the



wrong questions. Our world is changing, and while the gospel never changes, the way we talk about
it and learn about it must. Christianity for People Who Aren't Christians answers both classic and
bleeding-edge questions that skeptics have about the faith, such as - Is there a God? - Why do the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus matter? - Why is there so much suffering in the world? - Why do
Christians think there is only one way to know God? - How do I reconcile the Bible's picture of
Christ's followers with the actual Christians I know who have disappointed me? Covering such topics
as astrophysics, social justice, and acceptance of the LGBTQ community, this one-of-a-kind book is
perfect for those skeptical of Christianity and for those who love them and want to keep the line of
communication open.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Short Answers to Big Questions about
God, the Bible, and Christianity Clinton E. Arnold, Jeff Arnold, 2015-09-01 This accessible
reference offers short and to-the-point answers to fifty pressing questions people have about God,
the Bible, and Christianity, including - Are there errors or contradictions in the Bible? - Do science
and faith conflict? - Is hell a real place? - What will heaven be like? - Is it possible to prove God
exists? - Why did Jesus have to die? - Does God hate sex? - Do Christians have to go to church? - and
many more This book is for those who want a clear introduction to the essential teachings of
Christianity to help them grow in faith and in preparation to share the basics of Christian belief.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Introduction to World Christian History
Derek Cooper, 2016-06-03 In this brief history of the church from a global perspective, Derek
Cooper explores the development of Christianity across time and the continents. Guiding readers to
places like Iraq, Ethiopia and India, Scandanavia, Brazil and Oceania, he reveals the
fascinating—and often surprising—history of the church.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Reasonable Faith William Lane Craig,
2008 This updated edition by one of the world's leading apologists presents a systematic, positive
case for Christianity that reflects the latest work in the contemporary hard sciences and humanities.
Brilliant and accessible.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Works of His Hands Dr. Sy Garte,
2019-11-19 Raised in a militant atheist family, Sy Garte fell in love with the factual world of science.
He became a respected research biochemist with an anti-theistic worldview to bolster his work—and
he had no intention of seeking a God he didn't believe in. That is, until the very science he loved led
him to question the validity of an atheistic worldview. His journey to answer the questions that
confronted him drew him into becoming a fully committed Christian, determined to show others the
truth: modern science doesn't contradict God at all but instead supports Christianity. In the first half
of the book, Sy begins with how his experiences and quest for knowledge as a student and early in
his career brought him to question his materialist assumptions. He goes on to reveal how lessons
from physics, biology, and human nature —all presented for lay readers to easily
understand—actually argue for belief in God. In the second half of the book, Sy looks at the
arguments often presented against God in academic and scientific settings and explains the false
foundations on which they rest. For those who have been told that the realities of science call for a
rejection of God—but can't quite get rid of the feeling that this shouldn't be true—The Works of His
Hands is an ideal reminder that the two don't have to be bitter enemies. Instead, this transformative
book shares the beauty of the marriage between science and faith—and how, together, they can
bring even the most unlikely to salvation.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: 10 Questions Every Christian Must
Answer Alex McFarland, Elmer L. Towns, 2011 Respected scholars provide thorough yet accessible
answers to the deep spiritual questions that most often challenge one's faith and the ability to share
it with others.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids Will
Ask about Christianity Alex McFarland, 2013-08-01 University apologist, director, and popular
speaker Alex McFarland has spent the last two decades answering questions about Christian
worldview and the Bible from children, teens, and parents. In The 21 Toughest Questions Your Kids



Will Ask about Christianity, he summarizes questions today’s children and teens are asking about
God, the Bible, and the problem of evil. Alex’s experiences have taught him that how adults answer
questions about God is as important as, if not more important than, what kids ask. He provides
parents with teaching strategies that will help them reach their children intellectually and
spiritually. Today’s kids and teens are looking for authenticity, integrity, and straightforward truth.
Alex comes alongside parents and gives them tools to effectively answer not only their children’s
toughest academic questions but also the questions that plague their hearts.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Key Questions about Christian Faith
John Goldingay, 2010-11 A biblical theologian explores what the Old Testament says about
twenty-five important questions of the Christian faith, drawing practical, sensible applications for
today's church.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: A Reasonable Response William Lane Craig,
Joe Gorra, 2013-09-01 Followers of Jesus need not fear hard questions or objections against
Christian belief. In A Reasonable Response, renowned Christian philosopher and apologist William
Lane Craig offers dozens of examples of how some of the most common challenges to Christian
thought can be addressed, including: Why does God allow evil? How can I be sure God exists? Why
should I believe that the Bible is trustworthy? How does modern science relate to the Christian
worldview? What evidence do we have that Jesus rose from the dead? Utilizing real questions
submitted to his popular website ReasonableFaith.org, Dr. Craig models well-reasoned, skillful, and
biblically informed interaction with his inquirers. A Reasonable Response goes beyond merely
talking about apologetics; it shows it in action. With cowriter Joseph E. Gorra, this book also offers
advice about envisioning and practicing the ministry of answering people’s questions through the
local church, workplace, and in online environments. Whether you're struggling to respond to tough
objections or looking for answers to your own intellectual questions, A Reasonable Response will
equip you with sound reasoning and biblical truth.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Are Miraculous Gifts for Today?
Zondervan,, 2011-10-11 Are Miraculous Gifts for Today? takes you to the heart of one of the most
dividing questions in the Church today: how are the Holy Spirit’s miracles at work among God's
people now? Is he still actively giving the gifts of tongues, prophecy, and healing that fill the book of
Acts? Is he driving out demons when Christians command them to flee? Or are these events confined
to the time of the early church and the apostles? This volume of the Counterpoints series provides an
impartial format for comparing the four main positions on present-day miracles (including the
history and distinctions between the three positions that affirm miraculous gifts) with voice also
given to a large sector of open-but-cautious evangelicals: Cessationist: there are no miraculous gifts
of the Holy Spirit today. Pentecostal: gifts are intended for today, with certain nuances focused on
baptism and speaking in tongues. Charismatic: gifts are intended for today and should be actively
practiced. Third Wave: gifts are intended for today, with greater emphasis on baptism and less on
tongues. This thought-provoking book will help Christians on every side of the miraculous gifts
debate to better understand their own position and the positions of others. The Counterpoints series
presents a comparison and critique of scholarly views on topics important to Christians that are both
fair-minded and respectful of the biblical text. Each volume is a one-stop reference that allows
readers to evaluate the different positions on a specific issue and form their own, educated opinion.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Yes or No? Peter Kreeft, 2009-11-05 The
popular Christian apologist Kreeft tackles many of the tough questions of our day concerning
Christianity. In a series of imaginative dialogues, Sal the Seeker and Chris the Christian deal with
the profound mysteries of the Gospel. The result is a book that is both engaging and profound, a
book that leads readers to initial faith—or to deeper faith. The stakes in these dialogues are high.
Christianity is God's marriage proposal to the soul, says Kreeft, and the answer must be yes or no.
We can evade the claims of Jesus Christ for a while, but death brings evasion to an end. It is wiser to
look at Christianity honestly now. Yes or No? shows the truth of Jesus' promise that those who
sincerely seek the truth shall find it. It is a road map for those who are honestly seeking the truth



and a source of greater faith for those how have already found God. It presents the full challenge of
the gospel in a way modern men and women can understand.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Common Sense Atheism Barry Goldberg,
2017-09-29 For some atheists, it's enough to simply not believe in God. Some people believe, but you
don't. And that's OK.Other atheists, however, find themselves constantly being asked to justify why
they don't believe in God, to explain how they can possibly have morals without believing in God, to
respond to various arguments that supposedly prove the existence of God, to acknowledge that
America was founded as a Christian nation, etc. And if you don't have a background in philosophy,
formal logic, comparative religions, ancient history, and various scientific fields, it can be a bit
daunting to attempt to respond to questions and assertions like these.Well, fear not! Common Sense
Atheism is a collection of original essays that address these issues and many others in clear and easy
to understand language, with just a dollop of humor to make it all go down smoothly. These essays
will help you understand and explain to others why a lack of belief in God really is the only rational
choice.After all, you shouldn't need a PhD to defend your lack of belief.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Questioning the Bible Jonathan Morrow,
2014-07-15 The Bible is the most influential book in human history. But what are we supposed to do
with it in the 21st century? And even more importantly, can it still be trusted as the Word of God?
Confusion and doubt about the Bible are becoming as common inside the church as they are outside.
Questions come from all sides: Is the Bible anti-intellectual? Has the biblical text been corrupted
over the centuries? Who really chose the books of the Bible and why? Which interpretation of the
Bible is correct? Are the gospels full of contradictions? There are an unprecedented number of
sophisticated attacks on the origin, credibility, and reliability of the Bible today. Secularism has tried
to undercut even the possibility of spiritual or moral knowledge. Skepticism toward institutional
religion is at an all-time high. Yet, the Bible claims that truth is knowable and God is actively
involved in our world. What are we to do? Pray for wisdom. Think clearly. Pick up your Bible. Read
through the 11 major challenges presented in these pages. And be ready.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Talking with Your Kids about God
Natasha Crain, 2017-10-17 Christian parenting is hard work--and it's getting harder. Parents have a
deep desire to pass on their faith, but fear that today's increasingly skeptical and hostile world will
eventually lead their kids to reject the truth of Christianity. That leaves many parents feeling
overwhelmed--uncertain of what they can do to help their children, given the difficulty and extent of
the faith challenges they will face. This practical and timely resource gives parents the confidence of
knowing what to discuss with their children and how to discuss it in order to facilitate impactful
conversations that will form the basis of a lifelong faith. In a friendly, parent-to-parent voice,
Natasha Crain identifies 30 specific conversations about God that parents must have with their
children, organizing them under the categories of - the existence of God - science and God - the
nature of God - believing in God - the difference God makes Chapters are sequenced in a
curriculum-oriented way to provide a cumulative learning experience, making this book a flexible
resource for use in multiple settings: homes, church classes, youth groups, small groups, private
Christian schools, and homeschools. Every chapter has a step-by-step conversation guide with
discussion questions and tips, and content is readily adaptable for use with kids of any age
(elementary through high school). Endorsements: My prayer is that God will use this book to both
motivate and equip you to help your kids develop convictions about their faith.--From the foreword
by Sean McDowell, PhD, Biola University professor, speaker, and author of more than eighteen
books, including A New Kind of Apologist I can't think of a more relevant or more needed book for
parents raising kids in today's culture. This book on apologetics will lead parents in critical
conversations that will help grow and guide kids to be lifelong followers of Christ.--Kristen Welch,
author of Raising Grateful Kids in an Entitled World Hey parents: Do you want to reduce the chances
that your child will follow the crowd to the point of rejecting Christ and the values and truths you
hold so dearly? Then you need to have the conversations that Natasha Crain so brilliantly describes
in this book. Prevent heartbreak later by reading and heeding this book now!--Frank Turek, PhD,



president of CrossExamined Ministries and author of I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist and
Stealing from God May this book lead to thousands more Moms and Dads engaging with their kids
through an intelligent faith. And may there be tens of thousands more kids who feel loved because
the adults in their lives take their questions seriously.--Jeff Myers, PhD, president, Summit Ministries
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: 50 Simple Questions for Every Christian
Guy P. Harrison, 2013 A friendly and conversational inquiry from a skeptic about basic Christian
belief. Designed to promote constructive dialogue, Christians will find the book useful as a basis for
developing their apologetics, while skeptics will welcome Harrisons probing rational analysis of
religious claims.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Letters from a Skeptic Dr. Gregory A. Boyd,
Edward Boyd, 2010-01-01 Explore the profound dynamics between a Christian son and his skeptical
father in this powerful book, as it delves into the big questions of Christianity with a compelling
blend of intelligent answers and heartfelt faith. Greg Boyd and his father, Ed, were on opposite sides
of a great divide. Greg was a newfound Christian, while his father was a longtime agnostic. So Greg
offered his father an invitation: Ed could write with any questions on Christianity, and his son would
offer a response. Letters from a Skeptic contains this special correspondence. The letters tackle
some of today's toughest challenges facing Christianity, including: Do all non-Christians go to hell?
How can we believe a man rose from the dead? Why is the world so full of suffering? How do we
know the Bible was divinely inspired? Does God know the future? Each response offers insights into
these difficult questions, while delivering intelligent answers that connect with both the heart and
mind. Whether you're a skeptic, a believer, or just unsure, these letters can provide a practical,
common-sense guide to the Christian faith.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Bullies and Saints John Dickson,
2021-05-11 Is the world better off without Christianity? Combining narrative with keen critique of
contemporary debates, author and historian John Dickson gives an honest account of 2,000 years of
Christian history that helps us understand what Christianity is and what it's meant to be. To say that
the Christian Church has an image problem doesn't quite capture it. From the Crusades and the
Inquisition to the racism and abuse present in today's Church--both in Catholic and Protestant
traditions--the institution that Christ established on earth has a lot to answer for. But the Church has
also had moments throughout history when it has been in tune with Jesus' teachings--from the rise of
charity to the invention of hospitals. For defenders of the faith, it's important to be able to recognize
the good and bad in the church's history and be inspired to live aligned with Christ. For skeptics,
this book is a thought-provoking introduction to the idea that Christianity is, despite all, an essential
foundation of our civilization. Bullies and Saints will take you on a big-picture journey from the
Sermon on the Mount to the modern church: Giving contextual accounts of infamous chapters of
Christian history, such as the Crusades, and acknowledging their darkness. Outlining the great
movements of the faith and defending its heroes and saints, some of whom are not commonly
recognized. Examining the Church beside the teachings and life of Jesus and how it has succeeded in
its mission to imitate Christ.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Unanswered Jeremiah J. Johnston,
2015-10-06 We live in a radically skeptical age. Tough questions are being asked about Christianity.
And most believers are ill-equipped to provide the answers our culture and communities desperately
need. Many in today’s church do not know the Bible as well as they should and they struggle with
their own “big questions” about the faith. After receiving more than four thousand questions at his
Christian Thinkers Society events over the span of six years, Dr. Jeremiah Johnston began to
recognize six categories of recurring, trending questions that dominated the rest. In Unanswered, he
tackles these tough issues that plague the minds of believers but are rarely addressed in church,
such as… Why is it that God often seems to remain silent? How can we trust in the bodily
resurrection of Jesus, and what does it mean for us today? What do Christians need to understand
about suicide and mental illness? How should Christians respond to spiritual darkness and the
obsession with paranormal activity? Why is biblical illiteracy so dangerous for Christians and the



church? Why do we experience suffering and pain? Unanswered will leave you enriched,
characterized by a thinking faith, capable to communicate confidently, and committed to escape the
tendency to offer trite answers to a skeptical world.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Questioning Christianity Dan Paterson,
Rian Roux, 2021-06-02 Have you ever seriously questioned Christianity? If so, you’re not alone. A lot
of people have wondered if this faith is outdated . . . irrelevant . . . maybe even harmful. But what if
everything is not as it seems? What if there’s more to the story? Questioning Christianity explores
the nature and relevance of the Christian story in an accessible and compelling way. No slogans. No
politics. No simple solutions to complex problems. After many years of exploring issues of faith with
skeptics, seekers, and new believers, Dan Paterson and Rian Roux serve as guides to help you
navigate what can be a disorienting and confusing journey. Perhaps you’re feeling lost, unable to
find your bearings, and you need some help to map out the terrain around you. Or maybe you’ve
encountered obstacles and have hard questions that need to be addressed before you can move
ahead. Whatever it is that has made you curious about this faith, there are good answers waiting to
be discovered. So go ahead. Question Christianity. Just give Christianity the chance to answer back.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Can a Scientist Believe in Miracles? Ian
Hutchinson, 2018-09-11 Plasma physicist Ian Hutchinson has been asked hundreds of questions
about faith and science. Is God’s existence a scientific question? Is the Bible consistent with the
modern scientific understanding of the universe? Are there scientific reasons to believe in God? In
this comprehensive volume, Hutchinson answers a full range of inquiries with sound scientific
insights and measured Christian perspective.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Think Christianly Jonathan Morrow,
2011-11-01 Think Christianly is about seizing the opportunities we have every day to speak the life
Jesus offers into our culture. Tragically, many such opportunities pass us by unclaimed—either
because we don’t notice them or we have not prepared ourselves to enter into them. And those
around us seem to grow increasingly unwilling to hear anything the church has to say. Jonathan
Morrow helps church leaders envision and implement ways for their congregations to “think
Christianly” about contemporary questions and to speak in informed, engaging ways. Morrow
explores many of the important issues that Christians often hear raised with regard to
faith—questions about who Jesus was, the good and bad of religion, pain and evil in the world, the
reliability of the Bible, sexuality and intimate relationships, and hope for change, among others. The
life and faith issues that Think Christianly addresses lead to cultural moments where Christianity
and contemporary culture intersect. This book will help churches take vital steps toward cultivating
compassion and competence in speaking faithfully to a questioning world.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Dawkins Delusion? Alister McGrath,
Joanna Collicutt McGrath, 2011-05-18 Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath present a
reliable assessment of The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins, famed atheist and scientist, and the
many questions this book raises--including, above all, the relevance of faith and the quest for
meaning.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Paradoxology Krish Kandiah, 2017-01-14
Many of us have big questions about God that the Christian faith seems to leave unanswered. But
what if that tension is exactly where faith comes alive? Paradoxology boldly claims that the
paradoxes that seem to undermine belief are actually the heart of our vibrant faith, and it is only by
continually wrestling with them that God is most clearly revealed.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Plugged In Dan Strange, 2019-05 Enjoy
culture in a way that feeds your faith and helps you share it with others
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: An Introduction to Christian Worldview
Tawa J. Anderson, W. Michael Clark, David K. Naugle, 2017-10-10 Why do worldviews matter? What
characterizes a Christian worldview? Part of being a thoughtful Christian means being able to
understand and express the Christian worldview as well as developing an awareness of the variety of
worldviews. Well organized, clearly written, and featuring aids for learning, this is the essential text



for either the classroom or for self-study.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Where Is God in All the Suffering? Amy
Orr Ewing, 2020-09-01 Suffering and evil affect us all, both at a general level, as we look at a world
filled with injustice, natural disasters and poverty, and at a personal level, as we experience grief,
pain and unfairness. And how we think about and process the reality of pain is at the heart of why
many people reject God. Dr. Amy Orr-Ewing is no stranger to pain and gives a heartfelt yet
academically rigorous examination of how different belief systems deal with the problem of pain.
She explains the unique answer that is found in Christ and how he can give us hope in the reality of
suffering. This empathetic, easy-to-read and powerful evangelistic book is good for both unbelievers
and believers alike. It will help those hoping to answer one of life’s biggest questions as well as
those who are either suffering personally or comforting others.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Historicity of the Patriarchal
Narratives Thomas L. Thompson, 2016-05-24 In der Reihe Beihefte zur Zeitschrift f r die
alttestamentliche Wissenschaft (BZAW) erscheinen Arbeiten zu s mtlichen Gebieten der
alttestamentlichen Wissenschaft. Im Zentrum steht die Hebr ische Bibel, ihr Vor- und Nachleben im
antiken Judentum sowie ihre vielfache Verzweigung in die benachbarten Kulturen der
altorientalischen und hellenistisch-r mischen Welt.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Revelation , 1999-01-01 The final book of
the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions,
grisly images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be
destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: King Manasseh and Child Sacrifice
Francesca Stavrakopoulou, 2012-10-24 The Hebrew Bible portrays King Manasseh and child
sacrifice as the most reprehensible person and the most objectionable practice within the story of
'Israel'. This monograph suggests that historically, neither were as deviant as the Hebrew Bible
appears to insist. Through careful historical reconstruction, it is argued that Manasseh was one of
Judah's most successful monarchs, and child sacrifice played a central role in ancient Judahite
religious practice. The biblical writers, motivated by ideological concerns, have thus deliberately
distorted the truth about Manasseh and child sacrifice.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Language of God Francis Collins,
2008-09-04 Dr Francis S. Collins, head of the Human Genome Project, is one of the world's leading
scientists, working at the cutting edge of the study of DNA, the code of life. Yet he is also a man of
unshakable faith in God. How does he reconcile the seemingly unreconcilable? In THE LANGUAGE
OF GOD he explains his own journey from atheism to faith, and then takes the reader on a stunning
tour of modern science to show that physics, chemistry and biology -- indeed, reason itself -- are not
incompatible with belief. His book is essential reading for anyone who wonders about the deepest
questions of all: why are we here? How did we get here? And what does life mean?
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: The Christian and Government John
MacArthur, 1986
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Tough Topics Sam Storms, 2013-04-30
Will there be sex in heaven? Are miraculous gifts for today? Does God ever change His mind? Such
difficult questions often intrigue us, readily confuse us, and sometimes disturb us. Drawing on nearly
40 years of teaching and ministry experience, pastor-scholar Sam Storms answers 25 challenging
questions Christians are often too afraid to ask, addressing thorny issues ranging from the eternal
destiny of infants to the roles of demons and angels. The robust, thoughtful answers provided in this
book offer a helpful alternative to relying on simplistic explanations, and will encourage you in the
search for truth and clarity on such tough topics.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: Truth for Life Alistair Begg, 2021-11-01 A
year of gospel-saturated daily devotions from renowned Bible teacher Alistair Begg. Start with the
gospel each and every day with this one-year devotional by renowned Bible teacher Alistair Begg.
We all need to be reminded of the truth that anchors our life and excites and equips us to live for



Christ. Reflecting on a short passage each day, Alistair spans the Scriptures to show us the
greatness and grace of God, and to thrill our hearts to live as His children. His clear, faithful
exposition and thoughtful application mean that this resource will both engage your mind and stir
your heart. Each day includes prompts to apply what you’ve read, a related Bible text to enjoy, and a
plan for reading through the whole of the Scriptures in a year. The hardback cover and ribbon
marker make this a wonderful gift.
  christianity questions that cannot be answered: God, Technology, and the Christian Life
Tony Reinke, 2021-12-09 What Does God Think about Technology? From smartphones to self-driving
cars to space travel, new technologies can inspire us. But the breakneck pace of change can also
frighten us. So how do Christians walk by faith through the innovations of Silicon Valley? And how
does God relate to our most powerful innovators? To build a biblical theology of technology,
journalist and tech optimist Tony Reinke examines nine key texts from Scripture to show how the
world's discoveries are divinely orchestrated. Ultimately, what we believe about God determines
how we respond to human invention. With the help of several theologians and inventors throughout
history, Reinke dispels twelve common myths in the church and offers fourteen ethical convictions to
help Christians live by faith in the age of big tech. Biblical, Informed Look at Technology: Written by
the author of 12 Ways Your Phone Is Changing You and Competing Spectacles: Treasuring Christ in
the Media Age Gathers Ideas from Industry Experts and Theologians: Interacts with Christian and
non-Christian sources on technology and theology including John Calvin, Herman Bavinck, Wendell
Berry, and Elon Musk Educational: Discusses the history and philosophy behind major technological
innovations
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