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Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket: Questions and Answers – A
Deep Dive into Jack Finney's Classic

Are you grappling with the themes, symbolism, and underlying messages of Jack Finney's chilling short
story, "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket?" This comprehensive guide provides a wealth of "Contents of
the Dead Man's Pocket questions and answers," delving deep into the story's plot, characters, and enduring
relevance. Whether you're a student tackling it for class, a literature enthusiast revisiting a classic, or
simply curious about its enduring power, this post will illuminate the story's complexities and offer
insightful interpretations. We'll explore its symbolism, analyze Tom's character arc, and unpack the
powerful message about priorities and the fleeting nature of life. Let's dive in!

I. Understanding the Plot: A Synopsis and Key Events

Finney's "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket" centers on Tom Benecke, a young man consumed by his
ambition and career. He's working late on an important project, neglecting his wife Clare and his own
well-being. The story unfolds as a tense, suspenseful climb for survival as Tom's manuscript – representing
his life's work – is blown out of his window, causing him to risk his life to retrieve it. This seemingly
simple premise allows Finney to explore profound themes related to ambition, the illusion of control, and
the fragility of life. Key events include:

The initial setup: Tom's obsessive focus on his work, neglecting his personal life and impending movie date
with Clare. This sets the stage for the story's central conflict.
The critical incident: The wind blowing Tom's work out the window, forcing him into a life-threatening
situation. This is the pivotal point that sets the narrative in motion.
The precarious climb: Tom's perilous journey along the ledge outside his high-rise apartment. This is
where the suspense builds and the true cost of his ambition becomes apparent.
The near-death experience: Tom's realization of his mortality and the insignificance of his work in the face
of death. This acts as a pivotal moment of self-reflection.
The resolution: Tom's successful retrieval of the manuscript and his profound shift in perspective. His
priorities are radically altered.

II. Character Analysis: Tom Benecke – A Study in Ambition and Regret

Tom Benecke is not a straightforward villain; he's a complex character whose flaws resonate with readers.



His relentless pursuit of success blinds him to the importance of relationships and personal well-being. He
embodies the dangers of unchecked ambition and the illusion of control. His near-death experience acts as a
catalyst for introspection and transformation. Analyzing Tom's journey allows us to examine the
consequences of prioritizing career over personal life and the profound impact of confronting mortality.
Key aspects of his character to consider include:

His obsession with work: The story vividly portrays his dedication to his job to the detriment of
everything else. This showcases the negative aspects of workaholism.
His relationship with Clare: His neglect of Clare highlights the damaging effects of ambition on personal
relationships. Their brief interactions reveal the emotional distance between them.
His transformation: The near-death experience forces Tom to reassess his values and priorities, leading to a
significant shift in his perspective on life and work.

III. Symbolism and Themes: Unpacking the Deeper Meanings

"Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket" is rich in symbolism. The manuscript itself symbolizes Tom's ambition,
his pursuit of success and recognition. The window, representing the divide between safety and risk,
mirrors his choice to pursue his career at any cost. The precarious ledge highlights the fragility of life and
the tenuous grasp we have on our existence. Key themes to explore include:

The Illusion of Control: Tom believes he has control over his life and career, but his near-death experience
shatters this illusion, demonstrating the unpredictable nature of life.
The Value of Human Connection: Tom's neglect of his relationship with Clare underscores the importance
of human connection and the detrimental effects of prioritizing career over personal relationships.
The Fragility of Life: The story vividly depicts the unpredictable nature of life and the sudden awareness
of mortality. Tom's near-death experience forces him to confront his own mortality.
The Nature of Ambition: The story explores both the positive and negative aspects of ambition,
highlighting the potential dangers of unchecked pursuit of success.

IV. The Enduring Relevance of "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket"

Despite being written decades ago, the story remains strikingly relevant in today's fast-paced,
achievement-oriented society. The pressure to succeed, the relentless pursuit of career goals, and the often-
neglected importance of personal relationships resonate deeply with contemporary readers. The story
serves as a cautionary tale, a reminder to reassess our priorities and to appreciate the preciousness of life.

V. Sample "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket Questions and Answers"

Here are some common questions and answers to guide your understanding:

Q: What is the central conflict of the story? A: The central conflict is Tom's internal struggle between his



ambition and his realization of life's fragility, externalized by his physical struggle for survival on the ledge.

Q: What does the manuscript symbolize? A: The manuscript symbolizes Tom's ambition, his life's work, and
his pursuit of success and recognition. It represents his misguided priorities.

Q: How does Tom change throughout the story? A: Tom undergoes a profound transformation. He starts as
an ambitious but self-absorbed individual, neglecting his personal life. His near-death experience forces him
to re-evaluate his priorities, valuing human connection over career success.

Q: What is the significance of the setting? A: The high-rise apartment building and the city setting
emphasize the isolating and impersonal aspects of modern life, highlighting Tom's detachment from
meaningful relationships.

Q: What is the story's main message? A: The story primarily cautions against the dangers of unchecked
ambition and the importance of cherishing life's simple pleasures and human relationships.

VI. Detailed Outline of a Possible Essay on "Contents of the Dead Man's
Pocket"

Title: The Precarious Balance: Ambition, Mortality, and Transformation in Jack Finney's "Contents of the
Dead Man's Pocket"

Introduction: Briefly introduce "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket," Jack Finney, and the story's central
theme of the conflict between ambition and the fragility of life.
Chapter 1: Tom Benecke – A Study in Ambition: Analyze Tom's character, his obsession with work, and
his neglect of personal relationships.
Chapter 2: The Perilous Climb: Symbolism and Suspense: Examine the symbolism of the climb, the
manuscript, and the window, focusing on the rising suspense and Tom's internal struggle.
Chapter 3: Confronting Mortality: A Turning Point: Discuss Tom's near-death experience and its
transformative effect on his perspective on life and priorities.
Chapter 4: The Enduring Relevance: Explore the story's continuing relevance in today's society,
emphasizing its message about work-life balance and the value of human connection.
Conclusion: Summarize the key arguments, re-emphasizing the story's powerful message and its enduring
impact on readers.

VII. FAQs on "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket"

Q: Is Tom Benecke a sympathetic character? A: While flawed, Tom's relatable struggles with1.
ambition and the pressure to succeed make him a sympathetic character, especially after his
transformation.



Q: What type of literary genre is the story? A: It's primarily a short story within the genres of1.
realism and suspense/thriller.

Q: What is the significance of the title? A: The title ironically highlights the insignificance of the1.
material possessions (the manuscript) compared to the value of life.

Q: What is the setting of the story? A: The story is set in a modern high-rise apartment in a bustling1.
city. The specific location is not named.

Q: Could the story be interpreted as a parable? A: Yes, it can be interpreted as a parable about the1.
dangers of unchecked ambition and the importance of valuing life and relationships over material
success.

Q: What is the climax of the story? A: The climax is Tom’s moment of desperation on the ledge, his1.
near-death experience while attempting to retrieve his work.

Q: What literary devices does Finney employ? A: Finney uses suspense, vivid imagery, internal1.
monologue, and symbolism to effectively convey the story's themes.

Q: How does the story end? A: The story ends with Tom successfully retrieving the manuscript but1.
with a drastically changed perspective on life and his priorities.

Q: What is the overall tone of the story? A: The tone shifts from initially suspenseful and tense to1.
reflective and ultimately hopeful after Tom's near-death experience.



VIII. Related Articles

Jack Finney's Literary Legacy: An exploration of Finney's other works and their impact on science1.
fiction and suspense literature.

The Themes of Isolation in Modern Literature: A comparative analysis examining themes of isolation2.
and alienation in various literary works, including "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket."

Ambition vs. Personal Life: A Modern Dilemma: An analysis of the ongoing tension between career3.
aspirations and personal well-being in contemporary society.

Suspense and Tension in Short Stories: A discussion of techniques used to build suspense and tension4.
in short fiction, using "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket" as an example.

Symbolism in Jack Finney's Work: A deeper exploration of the symbolic elements found in Finney's5.
short stories and novels.

The Role of Setting in Creating Atmosphere: Analyzing how setting contributes to the overall6.
atmosphere and mood of a literary work.

Character Development in Short Stories: A look at how characters are developed and portrayed in7.
short stories, focusing on Tom Benecke’s transformation.

The Power of Near-Death Experiences: A discussion of the psychological and existential impact of8.
near-death experiences.

Analyzing the Ending of "Contents of the Dead Man's Pocket": An in-depth analysis of the9.
significance of the story's conclusion and its lingering implications.

  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: A Worn Path Eudora Welty,
1991 An elderly black woman who lives out in the country makes the long and arduous journey into
town, as she has done many times in the past.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Because of Mr. Terupt Rob
Buyea, 2011-10-11 Seven students are about to have their lives changed by one amazing teacher in
this school story sequel filled with unique characters every reader can relate to. It’s the start of a
new year at Snow Hill School, and seven students find themselves thrown together in Mr. Terupt’s
fifth grade class. There’s . . . Jessica, the new girl, smart and perceptive, who’s having a hard time
fitting in; Alexia, a bully, your friend one second, your enemy the next; Peter, class prankster and
troublemaker; Luke, the brain; Danielle, who never stands up for herself; shy Anna, whose home
situation makes her an outcast; and Jeffrey, who hates school. They don’t have much in common, and



they’ve never gotten along. Not until a certain new teacher arrives and helps them to find strength
inside themselves—and in each other. But when Mr. Terupt suffers a terrible accident, will his
students be able to remember the lessons he taught them? Or will their lives go back to the way they
were before—before fifth grade and before Mr. Terupt? Find out what happens in sixth and seventh
grades in Mr. Terupt Falls Again and Saving Mr. Terupt. And don't miss the conclusion to the series,
Goodbye, Mr. Terupt, coming soon! The characters are authentic and the short chapters are
skillfully arranged to keep readers moving headlong toward the satisfying conclusion.--School
Library Journal, Starred
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: All the Light We Cannot See
Anthony Doerr, 2014-05-06 *NOW A NETFLIX LIMITED SERIES—from producer and director Shawn
Levy (Stranger Things) starring Mark Ruffalo, Hugh Laurie, and newcomer Aria Mia Loberti* Winner
of the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award finalist, the beloved instant New York Times
bestseller and New York Times Book Review Top 10 Book about a blind French girl and a German
boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II.
Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History where he works as
the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a
perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way
home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris, and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel
of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them
they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in
Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they
find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that
wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the
Resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the
heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Doerr’s
“stunning sense of physical detail and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling.
Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds,
people try to be good to one another. Ten years in the writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a
magnificent, deeply moving novel from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles
Times).
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Tribe of Mentors Timothy
Ferriss, 2017 Life-changing wisdom from 130 of the world's highest achievers in short,
action-packed pieces, featuring inspiring quotes, life lessons, career guidance, personal anecdotes,
and other advice
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Lincoln Highway Amor
Towles, 2021-10-05 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER More than ONE MILLION copies sold A
TODAY Show Read with Jenna Book Club Pick A New York Times Notable Book, and Chosen by
Oprah Daily, Time, NPR, The Washington Post, Bill Gates and Barack Obama as a Best Book of the
Year “Wise and wildly entertaining . . . permeated with light, wit, youth.” —The New York Times
Book Review “A classic that we will read for years to come.” —Jenna Bush Hager, Read with Jenna
book club “Fantastic. Set in 1954, Towles uses the story of two brothers to show that our personal
journeys are never as linear or predictable as we might hope.” —Bill Gates “A real joyride . . .
elegantly constructed and compulsively readable.” —NPR The bestselling author of A Gentleman in
Moscow and Rules of Civility and master of absorbing, sophisticated fiction returns with a stylish
and propulsive novel set in 1950s America In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven
home to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months
for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the family
farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother, Billy,
and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden drives away,
Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the
warden's car. Together, they have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett's future, one that



will take them all on a fateful journey in the opposite direction—to the City of New York. Spanning
just ten days and told from multiple points of view, Towles's third novel will satisfy fans of his
multi-layered literary styling while providing them an array of new and richly imagined settings,
characters, and themes. “Once again, I was wowed by Towles’s writing—especially because The
Lincoln Highway is so different from A Gentleman in Moscow in terms of setting, plot, and themes.
Towles is not a one-trick pony. Like all the best storytellers, he has range. He takes inspiration from
famous hero’s journeys, including The Iliad, The Odyssey, Hamlet, Huckleberry Finn, and Of Mice
and Men. He seems to be saying that our personal journeys are never as linear or predictable as an
interstate highway. But, he suggests, when something (or someone) tries to steer us off course, it is
possible to take the wheel.” – Bill Gates
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Sense of an Ending Julian
Barnes, 2011-10-05 BOOKER PRIZE WINNER • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A novel that follows a
middle-aged man as he contends with a past he never much thought about—until his closest
childhood friends return with a vengeance: one of them from the grave, another maddeningly
present. A novel so compelling that it begs to be read in a single setting, The Sense of an Ending has
the psychological and emotional depth and sophistication of Henry James at his best, and is a
stunning achievement in Julian Barnes's oeuvre. Tony Webster thought he left his past behind as he
built a life for himself, and his career has provided him with a secure retirement and an amicable
relationship with his ex-wife and daughter, who now has a family of her own. But when he is
presented with a mysterious legacy, he is forced to revise his estimation of his own nature and place
in the world.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Of Mice and Men John
Steinbeck, 2018-11 Of Mice and Men es una novela escrita por el autor John Steinbeck. Publicado en
1937, cuenta la historia de George Milton y Lennie Small, dos trabajadores desplazados del rancho
migratorio, que se mudan de un lugar a otro en California en busca de nuevas oportunidades de
trabajo durante la Gran Depresión en los Estados Unidos.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Verity Colleen Hoover,
2021-10-05 Whose truth is the lie? Stay up all night reading the sensational psychological thriller
that has readers obsessed, from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Too Late and It Ends
With Us. #1 New York Times Bestseller · USA Today Bestseller · Globe and Mail Bestseller ·
Publishers Weekly Bestseller Lowen Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial ruin
when she accepts the job offer of a lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling author Verity
Crawford, has hired Lowen to complete the remaining books in a successful series his injured wife is
unable to finish. Lowen arrives at the Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity’s notes
and outlines, hoping to find enough material to get her started. What Lowen doesn’t expect to
uncover in the chaotic office is an unfinished autobiography Verity never intended for anyone to
read. Page after page of bone-chilling admissions, including Verity's recollection of the night her
family was forever altered. Lowen decides to keep the manuscript hidden from Jeremy, knowing its
contents could devastate the already grieving father. But as Lowen’s feelings for Jeremy begin to
intensify, she recognizes all the ways she could benefit if he were to read his wife’s words. After all,
no matter how devoted Jeremy is to his injured wife, a truth this horrifying would make it impossible
for him to continue loving her.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Everyday Use Alice Walker,
1994 Presents the text of Alice Walker's story Everyday Use; contains background essays that
provide insight into the story; and features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology
and an interview with the author.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Red Badge of Courage
Stephen Crane, 2019-04-21 The Red Badge of Courage is an 1895 war novel by American author
Stephen Crane. It is considered one of the most influential works in American literature. The novel, a
depiction on the cruelty of the American Civil War, features a young recruit who overcomes initial
fears to become a hero on the battlefield. The book made Crane an international success. Although



he was born after the war and had not at the time experienced battle firsthand, the novel is
considered an example of Realism.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Darkstalker (Wings of Fire:
Legends) Tui T. Sutherland, 2016-06-28 The first-ever special edition of the New York Times
bestselling Wings of Fire series soars back in time to the origin of Pyrrhia's most dangerous dragon:
Darkstalker. Three dragons. One unavoidable, unpredictable destiny. This is the beginning... of the
end.In the SeaWing kingdom, a young prince learns he is an animus -- capable of wonderful magic
that comes with a terrible price.In the mind of a NightWing dragonet, a thousand futures unfold --
and almost all of them, she knows, lead to disaster and destruction.And under three full moons and
the watchful eyes of his NightWing mother and IceWing father, the most powerful dragon Pyrhhia
will ever know is clawing his way out of his egg. Darkstalker, the dragon who will change the world
forever.Long before the SandWing war, lifetimes before the Dragonet Prophecy... darkness is born.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Dead Man's Fancy Keith
McCafferty, 2014-01-02 The third novel starring Montana's fly fisherman-cum-detective Sean
Stranahan, for fans of C. J. Box and Craig Johnson Wolves howl as a riderless horse returns at sunset
to the Culpepper Dude Ranch in the Madison Valley. The missing woman, Nanika Martinelli, is
better known as the Fly Fishing Venus, a red-haired river guide who lures clients the way dry flies
draw trout. As Sheriff Martha Ettinger follows hoof tracks in the snow, she finds one of the men who
has fallen under the temptress’s spell impaled on the antler tine of a giant bull elk, a kill that’s been
claimed by a wolf pack. An accident? If not, is the killer human or animal? With painter, fly
fisherman, and sometimes private detective Sean Stranahan’s help, Ettinger will follow clues that
point to an animal rights group called the Clan of the Three-Clawed Wolf and to their svengali
master, whose eyes blaze with pagan fire. In their most dangerous adventure yet, Stranahan and
Ettinger find themselves in the crossfire of wolf lovers, wolf haters, and a sister bent on revenge,
and on the trail of an alpha male gone terribly wrong.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury,
2003-09-23 Set in the future when firemen burn books forbidden by the totalitarian brave new world
regime.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: I Know This Much Is True
Wally Lamb, 1998-06-03 With his stunning debut novel, She's Come Undone, Wally Lamb won the
adulation of critics and readers with his mesmerizing tale of one woman's painful yet triumphant
journey of self-discovery. Now, this brilliantly talented writer returns with I Know This Much Is True,
a heartbreaking and poignant multigenerational saga of the reproductive bonds of destruction and
the powerful force of forgiveness. A masterpiece that breathtakingly tells a story of alienation and
connection, power and abuse, devastation and renewal--this novel is a contemporary retelling of an
ancient Hindu myth. A proud king must confront his demons to achieve salvation. Change yourself,
the myth instructs, and you will inhabit a renovated world. When you're the same brother of a
schizophrenic identical twin, the tricky thing about saving yourself is the blood it leaves on your
bands--the little inconvenience of the look-alike corpse at your feet. And if you're into both survival
of the fittest and being your brother's keeper--if you've promised your dying mother--then say so
long to sleep and hello to the middle of the night. Grab a book or a beer. Get used to Letterman's
gap-toothed smile of the absurd, or the view of the bedroom ceiling, or the influence of random
selection. Take it from a godless insomniac. Take it from the uncrazy twin--the guy who beat the
biochemical rap. Dominick Birdsey's entire life has been compromised and constricted by anger and
fear, by the paranoid schizophrenic twin brother he both deeply loves and resents, and by the past
they shared with their adoptive father, Ray, a spit-and-polish ex-Navy man (the five-foot-six-inch
sleeping giant who snoozed upstairs weekdays in the spare room and built submarines at night), and
their long-suffering mother, Concettina, a timid woman with a harelip that made her shy and
self-conscious: She holds a loose fist to her face to cover her defective mouth--her perpetual apology
to the world for a birth defect over which she'd had no control. Born in the waning moments of 1949
and the opening minutes of 1950, the twins are physical mirror images who grow into separate yet



connected entities: the seemingly strong and protective yet fearful Dominick, his mother's watchful
monkey; and the seemingly weak and sweet yet noble Thomas, his mother's gentle bunny. From
childhood, Dominick fights for both separation and wholeness--and ultimately self-protection--in a
house of fear dominated by Ray, a bully who abuses his power over these stepsons whose biological
father is a mystery. I was still afraid of his anger but saw how he punished weakness--pounced on it.
Out of self-preservation I hid my fear, Dominick confesses. As for Thomas, he just never knew how to
play defense. He just didn't get it. But Dominick's talent for survival comes at an enormous cost,
including the breakup of his marriage to the warm, beautiful Dessa, whom he still loves. And it will
be put to the ultimate test when Thomas, a Bible-spouting zealot, commits an unthinkable act that
threatens the tenuous balance of both his and Dominick's lives. To save himself, Dominick must
confront not only the pain of his past but the dark secrets he has locked deep within himself, and the
sins of his ancestors--a quest that will lead him beyond the confines of his blue-collar New England
town to the volcanic foothills of Sicily 's Mount Etna, where his ambitious and vengefully proud
grandfather and a namesake Domenico Tempesta, the sostegno del famiglia, was born. Each of the
stories Ma told us about Papa reinforced the message that he was the boss, that he ruled the roost,
that what he said went. Searching for answers, Dominick turns to the whispers of the dead, to the
pages of his grandfather's handwritten memoir, The History of Domenico Onofrio Tempesta, a Great
Man from Humble Beginnings. Rendered with touches of magic realism, Domenico's fablelike tale--in
which monkeys enchant and religious statues weep--becomes the old man's confession--an unwitting
legacy of contrition that reveals the truth's of Domenico's life, Dominick learns that power, wrongly
used, defeats the oppressor as well as the oppressed, and now, picking through the humble shards of
his deconstructed life, he will search for the courage and love to forgive, to expiate his and his
ancestors' transgressions, and finally to rebuild himself beyond the haunted shadow of his twin. Set
against the vivid panoply of twentieth-century America and filled with richly drawn, memorable
characters, this deeply moving and thoroughly satisfying novel brings to light humanity's deepest
needs and fears, our aloneness, our desire for love and acceptance, our struggle to survive at all
costs. Joyous, mystical, and exquisitely written, I Know This Much Is True is an extraordinary
reading experience that will leave no reader untouched.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Invasion of the Body Snatchers
Jack Finney, 2015-10-06 The classic science fiction novel--Cover.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Book of Questions Gregory
Stock, 2013-09-10 The phenomenon returns! Originally published in 1987, The Book of Questions, a
New York Times bestseller, has been completely revised and updated to incorporate the myriad
cultural shifts and hot-button issues of the past twenty-five years, making it current and even more
appealing. This is a book for personal growth, a tool for deepening relationships, a lively
conversation starter for the family dinner table, a fun way to pass the time in the car. It poses over
300 questions that invite people to explore the most fascinating of subjects: themselves and how
they really feel about the world. The revised edition includes more than 100 all-new questions that
delve into such topics as the disappearing border between man and machine—How would you react
if you learned that a sad and beautiful poem that touched you deeply had been written by a
computer? The challenges of being a parent—Would you completely rewrite your child’s
college-application essays if it would help him get into a better school? The never-endingly
interesting topic of sex—Would you be willing to give up sex for a year if you knew it would give you
a much deeper sense of peace than you now have? And of course the meaning of it all—If you were
handed an envelope with the date of your death inside, and you knew you could do nothing to alter
your fate, would you look? The Book of Questions may be the only publication that challenges—and
even changes—the way you view the world, without offering a single opinion of its own.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Night Gwen Stacy Died
Sarah Bruni, 2013 A debut novel and quirky love story about the adventures and mutual rescue of an
Iowan girl and a mysterious stranger who begins to cast her in the image of Spider-Man's first love.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Oscar Wilde and the Dead



Man's Smile Gyles Daubeney Brandreth, john dunn, 2009 Sometimes something happens that gives
your life definition. You meet somebody and everything in your life suddenly makes sense.
Everything youve ever accomplished, Every mistake you ever made, And every bad thing thats ever
happened to you was so you'd be prepared to meet this person. So youd earn the priviledge of their
presence. This happened to Bishop. Except he is only 99% ready. Because, unfortunately, Bishop is a
dog.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: To Kill a Mockingbird Harper
Lee, 2014-07-08 Voted America's Best-Loved Novel in PBS's The Great American Read Harper Lee's
Pulitzer Prize-winning masterwork of honor and injustice in the deep South—and the heroism of one
man in the face of blind and violent hatred One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a
Mockingbird has been translated into more than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies
worldwide, served as the basis for an enormously popular motion picture, and was voted one of the
best novels of the twentieth century by librarians across the country. A gripping, heart-wrenching,
and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a
world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a young girl, as her father—a
crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a black man unjustly accused of a terrible crime.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: A Little Life Hanya
Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A stunning “portrait of the enduring
grace of friendship” (NPR) about the families we are born into, and those that we make for
ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in the twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
FINALIST • MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST • WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows
four college classmates—broke, adrift, and buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they
move to New York in search of fame and fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by
addiction, success, and pride, deepen over the decades, the men are held together by their devotion
to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to
brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s
stunning novel is about the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for
Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling novel, To Paradise.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Silo Series Collection Hugh
Howey, 2020-05-19 For the first time ever, The Silo Saga Omnibus brings together all of the work in
Hugh Howey's ground-breaking, best-selling, acclaimed series, including the individual novels Wool,
Shift, and Dust, as well as original essays by the author, and a bonus chapbook of short fiction, Silo
Stories The remnants of humanity live underground in a vast silo. In this subterranean world, rules
matter. Rules keep people alive. And no rule is more strictly enforced than to never speak of going
outside. The punishment is exile and death. When the sheriff of the silo commits the ultimate sin, the
most unlikely of heroes takes his place. Juliette, a mechanic from the down deep, who never met a
machine she couldn’t fix nor a rule she wouldn’t break. What happens when a world built on rules is
handed over to someone who sees no need for them? And what happens when a world broken to its
core comes up against someone who won’t stop until things are set to right? Their world is about to
fall. What—and who—will rise?
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Hard Crowd Rachel
Kushner, 2021-04-06 A career-spanning anthology of essays on politics and culture by the
best-selling author of The Flamethrowers includes entries discussing a Palestinian refugee camp, an
illegal Baja Peninsula motorcycle race, and the 1970s Fiat factory wildcat strikes.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Things They Carried Tim
O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and
lives since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation
on war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried
depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders,
Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to
become a father and writer at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school



classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become required reading for any
American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace,
courage and fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur
Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Critics Circle Award.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Sophie's World Jostein
Gaarder, 2007-03-20 A page-turning novel that is also an exploration of the great philosophical
concepts of Western thought, Jostein Gaarder's Sophie's World has fired the imagination of readers
all over the world, with more than twenty million copies in print. One day fourteen-year-old Sophie
Amundsen comes home from school to find in her mailbox two notes, with one question on each:
Who are you? and Where does the world come from? From that irresistible beginning, Sophie
becomes obsessed with questions that take her far beyond what she knows of her Norwegian village.
Through those letters, she enrolls in a kind of correspondence course, covering Socrates to Sartre,
with a mysterious philosopher, while receiving letters addressed to another girl. Who is Hilde? And
why does her mail keep turning up? To unravel this riddle, Sophie must use the philosophy she is
learning—but the truth turns out to be far more complicated than she could have imagined.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Virgil Wander Leif Enger,
2018-10-02 A man seeks to rediscover his broken Midwestern community in a novel that “brims with
grace and quirky charm” by the author of Peace Like a River (Bookpage). Movie house owner Virgil
Wander is “cruising along at medium altitude” when his car flies off the road into icy Lake Superior.
Though Virgil survives, his language and memory are altered. Awakening in this new life, Virgil
begins to piece together the past. He is helped by a cast of curious locals—from a stranger
investigating the mystery of his disappeared son, to the vanished man’s enchanting wife, to a local
journalist who is Virgil’s oldest friend. Into this community returns a shimmering prodigal son who
may hold the key to reviving their town. Leif Enger conjures a remarkable portrait of a region and its
residents, who, for reasons of choice or circumstance, never made it out of their defunct industrial
district. Carried aloft by quotidian pleasures including movies, fishing, necking in parked cars,
playing baseball and falling in love, Virgil Wander is a journey into the heart of America’s Upper
Midwest.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Dust Hugh Howey, 2016 Wool
introduced the world of the silo. Shift told the story of its creation. Dust will describe its downfall.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Cen Review Manual , 2004
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Treasure Island Robert Louis
Stevenson, 1918
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: There Will Come Soft Rains
Ray Bradbury, 1989-01-01
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Woodrow Wilson Dime
Jack Finney, 2013-07-25 Ben is a struggling New York advertising copywriter, stuck in a dull
marriage. Then one day he finds a Woodrow Wilson dime, which leads him into a parallel world of
his dreams where he runs his own ad agency and shares life with a dazzling red-haired bombshell.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Shift Hugh Howey, 2016 In
2007, the Center for Automation in Nanobiotech (CAN) outlined the hardware and software platform
that would one day allow robots smaller than human cells to make medical diagnoses, conduct
repairs, and even self-propagate. In the same year, the CBS network re-aired a program about the
effects of propranolol on sufferers of extreme trauma. A simple pill, it had been discovered, could
wipe out the memory of any traumatic event. At almost the same moment in humanity's broad
history, mankind had discovered the means for bringing about its utter downfall. And the ability to
forget it ever happened. This is the sequel to the New York Times best-selling Wool series.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: From Time to Time Jack Finney,
2013-11-12 Jack Finney's beloved sequel to his classic, New York Times bestselling illustrated novel
Time and Again. Simon Morley, whose logic-defying trip to the New York City of the 1880s in Time



and Again has enchanted readers for twenty-five years, embarks on another trip across the borders
of time. This time Reuben Prien at the secret, government-sponsored Project wants Si to leave his
home in the 1880s and visit New York in 1912. Si's mission: to protect a man who is traveling across
the Atlantic with vital documents that could avert World War I. So one fateful day in 1912, Si finds
himself aboard the world's most famous ship...the Titanic.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Grace of Kings Ken Liu,
2015-04-07 One of the Time 100 Best Fantasy Books Of All Time Two men rebel together against
tyranny—and then become rivals—in this first sweeping book of an epic fantasy series from Ken Liu,
recipient of Hugo, Nebula, and World Fantasy awards. Hailed as one of the best books of 2015 by
NPR. Wily, charming Kuni Garu, a bandit, and stern, fearless Mata Zyndu, the son of a deposed
duke, seem like polar opposites. Yet, in the uprising against the emperor, the two quickly become
the best of friends after a series of adventures fighting against vast conscripted armies, silk-draped
airships, and shapeshifting gods. Once the emperor has been overthrown, however, they each find
themselves the leader of separate factions—two sides with very different ideas about how the world
should be run and the meaning of justice. Fans of intrigue, intimate plots, and action will find a new
series to embrace in the Dandelion Dynasty.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Ask a Manager Alison Green,
2018-05-01 From the creator of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York’s work-advice
columnist comes a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult professional conversations—featuring
all-new advice! There’s a reason Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.”
Ten years as a workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people avoid awkward conversations
in the office because they simply don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this
incredibly helpful book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have during your career.
You’ll learn what to say when • coworkers push their work on you—then take credit for it • you
accidentally trash-talk someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re being micromanaged—or not
being managed at all • you catch a colleague in a lie • your boss seems unhappy with your work •
your cubemate’s loud speakerphone is making you homicidal • you got drunk at the holiday party
Praise for Ask a Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s] advice boils down
to the idea that you should be professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a
straightforward manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where you
work.”—Booklist (starred review) “The author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to
read, and her advice can be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for
anyone new to the job market or new to management, or anyone hoping to improve their work
experience.”—Library Journal (starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager
column. This book is even better. It teaches us how to deal with many of the most vexing big and
little problems in our workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and a sense of
humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole
Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the ultimate playbook for navigating the traditional workforce in a
diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your
Financial Life Together
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Snowy Day Ezra Jack Keats,
2012-10-11 The magic and wonder of winter’s first snowfall is perfectly captured in Ezra Jack Keat’s
Caldecott Medal-winning picture book. Young readers can enjoy this celebrated classic as a full-sized
board book, perfect for read-alouds of all kinds and a great gift for the holiday season. In 1962, a
little boy named Peter put on his snowsuit and stepped out of his house and into the hearts of
millions of readers. Universal in its appeal, this story beautifully depicts a child's wonder at a new
world, and the hope of capturing and keeping that wonder forever. This big, sturdy edition will bring
even more young readers to the story of Peter and his adventures in the snow. Ezra Jack Keats was
also the creator of such classics as Goggles, A Letter to Amy, Pet Show!, Peter’s Chair, and A Whistle
for Willie. (This book is also available in Spanish, as Un dia de nieve.) Praise for The Snowy Day:
“Keats made Peter’s world so inviting that it beckons us. Perhaps the busyness of daily life in the



21st century makes us appreciate Peter even more—a kid who has the luxury of a whole day to just
be outside, surrounded by snow that’s begging to be enjoyed.” —The Atlantic Ezra Jack Keats's
classic The Snowy Day, winner of the 1963 Caldecott Medal, pays homage to the wonder and pure
pleasure a child experiences when the world is blanketed in snow.—Publisher's Weekly
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Sand Hugh Howey, 2021-07-06
The old world is buried. A new one has been forged atop the shifting dunes. Here in this land of
howling wind and infernal sand, four siblings find themselves scattered and lost. Their father was a
sand diver, one of the elite few who could travel deep beneath the desert floor and bring up the
relics and scraps that keep their people alive. But their father is gone. And the world he left behind
might be next. Welcome to the world of Sand, a novel by New York Times best-selling author Hugh
Howey. Sand is an exploration of lawlessness, the tale of a land ignored. Here is a people left to fend
for themselves. Adjust your ker and take a last, deep breath before you enter.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Empty Ideas Peter Unger,
2017 During the middle of the twentieth century, philosophers generally agreed that, by contrast
with science, philosophy should offer no substantial thoughts about the general nature of concrete
reality. Instead, philosophers offered conceptual truths. It is widely assumed that, since 1970, things
have changed greatly. This book argues that's an illusion that prevails because of the failure to
differentiate between concretely substantial and concretely empty ideas.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Monster Walter Dean Myers,
2009-10-06 This New York Times bestselling novel from acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers tells
the story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a
screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the book shows how one
single decision can change our whole lives. Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative
coming-of-age story that was the first-ever Michael L. Printz Award recipient, an ALA Best Book, a
Coretta Scott King Honor selection, and a National Book Award finalist. Monster is now a major
motion picture called All Rise and starring Jennifer Hudson, Kelvin Harrison, Jr., Nas, and A$AP
Rocky. The late Walter Dean Myers was a National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, who
was known for his commitment to realistically depicting kids from his hometown of Harlem.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: Frankenstein Shelley, Mary,
2023-01-11 Frankenstein is a novel by Mary Shelley. It was first published in 1818. Ever since its
publication, the story of Frankenstein has remained brightly in the imagination of the readers and
literary circles across the countries. In the novel, an English explorer in the Arctic, who assists
Victor Frankenstein on the final leg of his chase, tells the story. As a talented young medical student,
Frankenstein strikes upon the secret of endowing life to the dead. He becomes obsessed with the
idea that he might make a man. The Outcome is a miserable and an outcast who seeks murderous
revenge for his condition. Frankenstein pursues him when the creature flees. It is at this juncture t
that Frankenstein meets the explorer and recounts his story, dying soon after. Although it has been
adapted into films numerous times, they failed to effectively convey the stark horror and
philosophical vision of the novel. Shelley's novel is a combination of Gothic horror story and science
fiction.
  contents of the dead man s pocket questions and answers: The Man in the Water Roger
Rosenblatt, 1994 From one of America's most thoughtful and provocative social commentators
comes a new collection of essays, reportage, and criticism. Featuring Rosenblatt's most memorable
writing in years, this sampling includes his Man of the Year profile of Ronald Reagan for Time.
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