counting descent poem analysis

Counting Descent Poem Analysis: Unraveling the
Narrative and Themes

Introduction:

Have you ever felt the pull of ancestry, the weight of inherited stories, both glorious and grim? David
Wagoner's "Counting Descent" isn't just a poem; it's a visceral exploration of lineage, memory, and
the complexities of identity shaped by the past. This in-depth analysis will delve into the intricate
layers of Wagoner's work, examining its narrative structure, symbolism, themes of heritage and
mortality, and the powerful impact of its deceptively simple language. Prepare to unravel the rich
tapestry of meaning woven within this compelling poem. We'll explore the poem's structure, identify
key symbols, dissect the themes of inheritance and mortality, and ultimately understand its lasting
impact on the reader. This comprehensive guide will equip you with a profound understanding of
"Counting Descent," allowing you to engage with it on a deeper, more meaningful level.

I. Deconstructing the Narrative Structure:

"Counting Descent" unfolds not as a linear narrative but as a series of fragmented memories and
reflections. The poem lacks a traditional plot; instead, it focuses on the speaker's internal journey of
self-discovery through the lens of family history. The structure mirrors the fragmented nature of
memory itself, jumping between generations and experiences without a clear chronological order.
This fragmented approach mirrors the chaotic and often incomplete nature of inherited narratives,
reflecting the difficulty of piecing together a complete understanding of one's past. The poem's lack
of a traditional beginning, middle, and end enhances this effect, emphasizing the cyclical and
ongoing nature of grappling with one's ancestry.

II. Unpacking Key Symbols and Imagery:

Wagoner masterfully employs evocative imagery to convey the poem's central themes. The repeated
motif of "counting" itself is highly symbolic. It suggests an attempt to quantify and understand the
immeasurable weight of the past, highlighting the inherent limitations of such an endeavor. The act
of counting becomes a metaphor for the speaker's struggle to comprehend and reconcile with their
family history. Other crucial symbols include:

The "descent": This isn't just a physical descent through generations but also a metaphorical descent
into the depths of the self and the unconscious, exploring the hidden aspects of family history and
personal identity.

The "names": The repeated mention of names represents the enduring legacy of ancestors, their
impact lingering long after their physical presence is gone. The names serve as tangible links to the
past, creating a sense of continuity and connection, albeit sometimes burdened by unresolved issues.
The land/landscape: The imagery of the land reflects the enduring nature of history and the way it
shapes individual lives. The physical landscape mirrors the internal landscape of the speaker's mind,
reflecting the complexities and contradictions of inherited memories.

III. Exploring Themes of Inheritance and Mortality:



The poem profoundly explores the complexities of inheritance. It's not just about material
possessions but the inheritance of traits, experiences, and unresolved traumas passed down through
generations. The speaker grapples with both the positive and negative aspects of this legacy,
acknowledging both the beauty and burden of family history. The poem's exploration of mortality is
intertwined with the theme of inheritance. The speaker's contemplation of ancestral deaths
underscores the ephemeral nature of life and the enduring impact of those who came before. This
exploration of mortality isn't morbid; instead, it's a contemplation of life's fleeting nature,
emphasizing the importance of understanding and cherishing one's heritage.

IV. Analyzing the Impact of Language and Tone:

Wagoner's language is deceptively simple, yet profoundly effective. The poem's straightforward
diction contrasts with the complexity of its themes. This stylistic choice forces the reader to actively
engage with the poem, focusing on the meaning embedded within the understated language. The
tone shifts throughout the poem, ranging from reflective to melancholic to ultimately accepting. This
shifting tone mirrors the speaker's emotional journey as they navigate their relationship with their
family history. The poem’s simple yet powerful language reinforces its themes of the ongoing
struggle to understand the complexities of family history.

V. The Enduring Significance of "Counting Descent":

"Counting Descent" resonates with readers because it speaks to a universal human experience: the
search for identity and meaning through understanding our past. The poem's ability to convey the
complexities of family history, with its mixture of joy and sorrow, makes it enduringly relevant. The
poem’s open-ended conclusion leaves the reader contemplating their own lineage and personal
narrative, fostering a deeper understanding of their connection to the past and their place in the
ongoing story of their family. The poem’s universal themes and understated elegance make it a
powerful and lasting work.

Detailed Outline:
A. Poem Analysis Outline:

Introduction: Brief overview of David Wagoner and "Counting Descent," outlining the approach of
the analysis.

Chapter 1: Narrative Structure: Examining the fragmented nature of the poem's narrative and its
significance.

Chapter 2: Key Symbols and Imagery: Deep dive into the symbolic meaning of "counting," names,
and landscape imagery.

Chapter 3: Themes of Inheritance and Mortality: Exploring how the poem handles the complexities
of inherited legacies and the inevitability of death.

Chapter 4: Language and Tone: Analyzing Wagoner's stylistic choices and their impact on the
poem's overall effect.

Chapter 5: Conclusion: Summarizing the analysis and discussing the enduring significance of
"Counting Descent."

B. Detailed Explanation of Each Point in the Outline:

The above sections already provide a detailed explanation of each point within the outline. Each



section builds upon the previous one, offering a holistic understanding of "Counting Descent."

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of "Counting Descent"? The central theme is the exploration of
family history and its impact on personal identity, interwoven with the inevitability of death
and the lasting legacy of ancestors.

1. What are the key symbols in the poem? Key symbols include "counting," names, and the
land/landscape, each representing different aspects of the speaker's relationship with their
heritage.

1. How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? The fragmented structure reflects
the often incomplete and chaotic nature of inherited memories and the difficulty of piecing
together a complete understanding of one's past.

1. What is the significance of the repeated act of "counting"? The repetition symbolizes the
speaker’s attempt to quantify and understand the immeasurable weight of the past,
highlighting the inherent limitations of such an endeavor.

1. How does the poem portray mortality? The poem explores mortality not as a morbid subject,
but as an integral part of life, emphasizing the importance of cherishing one's heritage and
acknowledging the ephemeral nature of existence.

1. What is the overall tone of the poem? The tone shifts throughout the poem, ranging from
reflective and melancholic to ultimately accepting.

1. What makes "Counting Descent" a significant poem? Its exploration of universal themes of
heritage, identity, and mortality, presented through deceptively simple yet powerful language,
makes it resonate with a wide audience.



1. Who is the intended audience of this poem? The poem's universal themes make it relevant to
anyone who has ever contemplated their family history, ancestry, and personal identity.

1. How does the poem use imagery to enhance its message? The poem's rich imagery,
particularly the use of landscape and names, creates a vivid and emotionally resonant
experience for the reader, strengthening the poem's overall impact.

Related Articles:

1. David Wagoner's Poetic Style: A Comprehensive Overview: Explores the unique characteristics
of Wagoner's poetic style and its impact on his work.

1. The Role of Memory in David Wagoner's Poetry: Focuses on the significance of memory and its
representation in Wagoner's poetic oeuvre.

1. Symbolism in Modern American Poetry: Provides a broader context for understanding the
symbolic language employed in "Counting Descent."

1. Analyzing Narrative Structure in Poetry: Offers a theoretical framework for understanding the
fragmented narrative structure of "Counting Descent."

1. Themes of Inheritance in American Literature: Discusses the broader theme of inheritance in
American literary tradition.

1. The Power of Language in Poetry: Explores the significance of language and its capacity to
convey complex emotions and ideas.

1. Interpreting Metaphors in Poetry: Provides tools for understanding and analyzing
metaphorical language in poetic texts.



1. Exploring Themes of Mortality in Literature: Discusses the representation of mortality in
literature and its diverse interpretations.

1. An Introduction to Modern American Poets: Provides background information on David
Wagoner within the context of modern American poetry.

counting descent poem analysis: Counting Descent Clint Smith, 2020-01-06 From the
author of How the Word is Passed: A Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America *
Winner, 2017 Black Caucus of the American Library Association Literary Award * Finalist, 2017
NAACP Image Awards * One Book One New Orleans 2017 Book Selection * Published in The New
Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, Poetry Magazine, The Paris Review, New Republic, Boston
Review, The Guardian, The Rumpus, and The Academy of American Poets So many of these poems
just blow me away. Incredibly beautiful and powerful. -- Michelle Alexander, Author of The New Jim
Crow Counting Descent is a tightly-woven collection of poems whose pages act like an invitation.
The invitation is intimate and generous and also a challenge; are you up to asking what is blackness?
What is black joy? How is black life loved and lived? To whom do we look to for answers? This
invitation is not to a narrow street, or a shallow lake, but to a vast exploration of life. And you're
invited. -- Elizabeth Acevedo, Author of Beastgirl & Other Origin Myths These poems shimmer with
revelatory intensity, approaching us from all sides to immerse us in the America that America so
often forgets. -- Gregory Pardlo Counting Descent is more than brilliant. More than lyrical. More
than bluesy. More than courageous. It is terrifying in its ability to at once not hide and show readers
why it wants to hide so badly. These poems mend, meld and imagine with weighted details, pauses,
idiosyncrasies and word patterns ['ve never seen before. -- Kiese Laymon, Author of Long Division
Clint Smith's debut poetry collection, Counting Descent, is a coming of age story that seeks to
complicate our conception of lineage and tradition. Do you know what it means for your existence to
be defined by someone else’s intentions? Smith explores the cognitive dissonance that results from
belonging to a community that unapologetically celebrates black humanity while living in a world
that often renders blackness a caricature of fear. His poems move fluidly across personal and
political histories, all the while reflecting on the social construction of our lived experiences. Smith
brings the reader on a powerful journey forcing us to reflect on all that we learn growing up, and all
that we seek to unlearn moving forward.

counting descent poem analysis: How the Word Is Passed Clint Smith, 2021-06-01 This
“important and timely” (Drew Faust, Harvard Magazine) #1 New York Times bestseller examines
the legacy of slavery in America—and how both history and memory continue to shape our everyday
lives. Beginning in his hometown of New Orleans, Clint Smith leads the reader on an unforgettable
tour of monuments and landmarks—those that are honest about the past and those that are
not—that offer an intergenerational story of how slavery has been central in shaping our nation's
collective history, and ourselves. It is the story of the Monticello Plantation in Virginia, the estate
where Thomas Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent need for liberty while enslaving more
than four hundred people. It is the story of the Whitney Plantation, one of the only former
plantations devoted to preserving the experience of the enslaved people whose lives and work
sustained it. It is the story of Angola, a former plantation-turned-maximum-security prison in
Louisiana that is filled with Black men who work across the 18,000-acre land for virtually no pay.



And it is the story of Blandford Cemetery, the final resting place of tens of thousands of Confederate
soldiers. A deeply researched and transporting exploration of the legacy of slavery and its imprint on
centuries of American history, How the Word Is Passed illustrates how some of our country's most
essential stories are hidden in plain view—whether in places we might drive by on our way to work,
holidays such as Juneteenth, or entire neighborhoods like downtown Manhattan, where the brutal
history of the trade in enslaved men, women, and children has been deeply imprinted. Informed by
scholarship and brought to life by the story of people living today, Smith's debut work of nonfiction
is a landmark of reflection and insight that offers a new understanding of the hopeful role that
memory and history can play in making sense of our country and how it has come to be. Winner of
the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction Winner of the Stowe Prize Winner of 2022
Hillman Prize for Book Journalism A New York Times 10 Best Books of 2021

counting descent poem analysis: Teach Living Poets Lindsay Illich, Melissa Alter Smith,
2021 Teach Living Poets opens up the flourishing world of contemporary poetry to secondary
teachers, giving advice on reading contemporary poetry, discovering new poets, and inviting living
poets into the classroom, as well as sharing sample lessons, writing prompts, and ways to become an
engaged member of a professional learning community. The #TeachLivingPoets approach, which
has grown out of the vibrant movement and community founded by high school teacher Melissa Alter
Smith and been codeveloped with poet and scholar Lindsay Illich, offers rich opportunities for
students to improve critical reading and writing, opportunities for self-expression and
social-emotional learning, and, perhaps the most desirable outcome, the opportunity to fall in love
with language and discover (or renew) their love of reading. The many poems included in Teach
Living Poets are representative of the diverse poets writing today.

counting descent poem analysis: The Death Class Erika Hayasaki, 2014-01-14 The poignant,
“powerful” (The Boston Globe) look at how to appreciate life from an extraordinary professor who
teaches about death: “Poetic passages and assorted revelations you’ll likely not forget” (Chicago
Tribune). Why does a college course on death have a three-year waiting list? When nurse Norma
Bowe decided to teach a course on death at a college in New Jersey, she never expected it to be
popular. But year after year students crowd into her classroom, and the reason is clear: Norma's
“death class” is really about how to make the most of what poet Mary Oliver famously called our
“one wild and precious life.” Under the guise of discussions about last wills and last breaths and
visits to cemeteries and crematoriums, Norma teaches her students to find grace in one another. In
The Death Class, award-winning journalist Erika Hayasaki followed Norma for more than four years,
showing how she steers four extraordinary students from their tormented families and
neighborhoods toward happiness: she rescues one young woman from her suicidal mother, helps a
young man manage his schizophrenic brother, and inspires another to leave his gang life behind.
Through this unorthodox class on death, Norma helps kids who are barely hanging on to understand
not only the value of their own lives, but also the secret of fulfillment: to throw yourself into helping
others. Hayasaki’s expert reporting and literary prose bring Norma’s wisdom out of the classroom,
transforming it into an inspiring lesson for all. In the end, Norma’s very own life—and how she lives
it—is the lecture that sticks. “Readers will come away struck by Bowe’s compassion—and by the
unexpectedly life-affirming messages of courage that spring from her students’ harrowing
experiences” (Entertainment Weekly).

counting descent poem analysis: Neon Soul Alexandra Elle, 2017-03-21 Alexandra Elle
writes frankly about her experience as a young, single mother while she celebrates her triumph over
adversity and promotes resilience and self-care in her readers. This book of all-new poems from the
beloved author of Words From A Wanderer and Love In My Language is a quotable companion on
the road to healing.

counting descent poem analysis: The Tradition Jericho Brown, 2019-06-18 WINNER OF
THE 2020 PULITZER PRIZE FOR POETRY Finalist for the 2019 National Book Award 100 Notable
Books of the Year, The New York Times Book Review One Book, One Philadelphia Citywide Reading
Program Selection, 2021 By some literary magic—no, it's precision, and honesty—Brown manages to



bestow upon even the most public of subjects the most intimate and personal stakes.—Craig Morgan
Teicher, “'I Reject Walls': A 2019 Poetry Preview” for NPR “A relentless dismantling of identity, a
difficult jewel of a poem.“—Rita Dove, in her introduction to Jericho Brown’s “Dark” (featured in the
New York Times Magazine in January 2019) “Winner of a Whiting Award and a Guggenheim
Fellowship, Brown's hard-won lyricism finds fire (and idyll) in the intersection of politics and love for
queer Black men.”—O, The Oprah Magazine Named a Lit Hub “Most Anticipated Book of 2019” One
of Buzzfeed’s “66 Books Coming in 2019 You'll Want to Keep Your Eyes On” The Rumpus poetry pick
for “What to Read When 2019 is Just Around the Corner” One of BookRiot’s “50 Must-Read Poetry
Collections of 2019” Jericho Brown’s daring new book The Tradition details the normalization of evil
and its history at the intersection of the past and the personal. Brown'’s poetic concerns are both
broad and intimate, and at their very core a distillation of the incredibly human: What is safety? Who
is this nation? Where does freedom truly lie? Brown makes mythical pastorals to question the terrors
to which we’ve become accustomed, and to celebrate how we survive. Poems of fatherhood, legacy,
blackness, queerness, worship, and trauma are propelled into stunning clarity by Brown’s mastery,
and his invention of the duplex—a combination of the sonnet, the ghazal, and the blues—is testament
to his formal skill. The Tradition is a cutting and necessary collection, relentless in its quest for
survival while reveling in a celebration of contradiction.

counting descent poem analysis: The Cat, The Professor and the Poison Leann Sweeney,
2010-05-04 Between her kitty quilt-making business and her three beloved cats, Jill has her hands
full. That doesn't stop her from wanting to solve the mystery of the milk cow that's gone missing
from her friend's farm. But imagine her surprise when a stolen cow leads to the discovery of fifty
stray cats and one dead body-a victim of cold-blooded murder...

counting descent poem analysis: What Work Is Philip Levine, 2011-08-31 Winner of the
National Book Award in 1991 “This collection amounts to a hymn of praise for all the workers of
America. These proletarian heroes, with names like Lonnie, Loo, Sweet Pea, and Packy, work the
furnaces, forges, slag heaps, assembly lines, and loading docks at places with unglamorous names
like Brass Craft or Feinberg and Breslin’s First-Rate Plumbing and Plating. Only Studs Terkel’s
Working approaches the pathos and beauty of this book. But Levine’s characters are also significant
for their inner lives, not merely their jobs. They are unusually artistic, living ‘at the borders of
dreams.’ One reads The Tempest ‘slowly to himself’; another ponders a diagonal chalk line drawn by
his teacher to suggest a triangle, the roof of a barn, or the mysterious separation of ‘the dark from
the dark.” What Work Is ranks as a major work by a major poet . . . very accessible and utterly
American in tone and language.” —Daniel L. Guillory, Library Journal

counting descent poem analysis: Loop of Jade Sarah Howe, 2015-05-07 *WINNER OF THE
T. S. ELIOT PRIZE 2015* *WINNER OF THE SUNDAY TIMES / PETERS FRASER + DUNLOP
YOUNG WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD 2015* *SHORTLISTED FOR THE FORWARD PRIZE FOR
BEST FIRST COLLECTION 2015* There is a Chinese proverb that says: ‘It is more profitable to raise
geese than daughters.” But geese, like daughters, know the obligation to return home. In her
exquisite first collection, Sarah Howe explores a dual heritage, journeying back to Hong Kong in
search of her roots. With extraordinary range and power, the poems build into a meditation on
hybridity, intermarriage and love - what meaning we find in the world, in art, and in each other.
Crossing the bounds of time, race and language, this is an enthralling exploration of self and place,
of migration and inheritance, and introduces an unmistakable new voice in British poetry.

counting descent poem analysis: Citizen Illegal José Olivarez, 2018-09-04 “Olivarez steps into
the ‘inbetween’ standing between Mexico and America in these compelling, emotional poems.
Written with humor and sincerity” (Newsweek). Named a Best Book of the Year by Newsweek and
NPR. In this “devastating debut” (Publishers Weekly), poet José Olivarez explores the stories,
contradictions, joys, and sorrows that embody life in the spaces between Mexico and America. He
paints vivid portraits of good kids, bad kids, families clinging to hope, life after the steel mills,
gentrifying barrios, and everything in between. Drawing on the rich traditions of Latinx and Chicago
writers like Sandra Cisneros and Gwendolyn Brooks, Olivarez creates a home out of life in the



in-between. Combining wry humor with potent emotional force, Olivarez takes on complex issues of
race, ethnicity, gender, class, and immigration using an everyday language that invites the reader in,
with a unique voice that makes him a poet to watch. “The son of Mexican immigrants, Olivarez
celebrates his Mexican-American identity and examines how those two sides conflict in a striking
collection of poems.” —USA Today

counting descent poem analysis: Hart Crane's Poetry John T. Irwin, 2011-11-17 In one of
his letters Hart Crane wrote, Appollinaire lived in Paris, I live in Cleveland, Ohio,
comparing—misspelling and all—the great French poet’s cosmopolitan roots to his own more modest
ones in the midwestern United States. Rebelling against the notion that his work should relate to
some European school of thought, Crane defiantly asserted his freedom to be himself, a true
American writer. John T. Irwin, long a passionate and brilliant critic of Crane, gives readers the first
major interpretation of the poet’s work in decades. Irwin aims to show that Hart Crane’s epic The
Bridge is the best twentieth-century long poem in English. Irwin convincingly argues that, compared
to other long poems of the century, The Bridge is the richest and most wide-ranging in its mythic
and historical resonances, the most inventive in its combination of literary and visual structures, the
most subtle and compelling in its psychological underpinnings. [rwin brings a wealth of new and
varied scholarship to bear on his critical reading of the work—from art history to biography to
classical literature to philosophy—revealing The Bridge to be the near-perfect synthesis of American
myth and history that Crane intended. Irwin contends that the most successful entryway to Crane’s
notoriously difficult shorter poems is through a close reading of The Bridge. Having admirably
accomplished this, Irwin analyzes Crane’s poems in White Buildings and his last poem, The Broken
Tower, through the larger context of his epic, showing how Crane, in the best of these, worked out
the structures and images that were fully developed in The Bridge. Thoughtful, deliberate, and
extraordinarily learned, this is the most complete and careful reading of Crane’s poetry available.
Hart Crane may have lived in Cleveland, Ohio, but, as Irwin masterfully shows, his poems stand
among the greatest written in the English language.

counting descent poem analysis: The Poetry Friday Anthology, 2012

counting descent poem analysis: Line / Breaks Clint Smith, 2015-03-02

counting descent poem analysis: Japanese Death Poems , 1998-04-15 A wonderful
introduction the Japanese tradition of jisei, this volume is crammed with exquisite, spontaneous
verse and pithy, often hilarious, descriptions of the eccentric and committed monastics who wrote
the poems. --Tricycle: The Buddhist Review Although the consciousness of death is, in most cultures,
very much a part of life, this is perhaps nowhere more true than in Japan, where the approach of
death has given rise to a centuries-old tradition of writing jisei, or the death poem. Such a poem is
often written in the very last moments of the poet's life. Hundreds of Japanese death poems, many
with a commentary describing the circumstances of the poet's death, have been translated into
English here, the vast majority of them for the first time. Yoel Hoffmann explores the attitudes and
customs surrounding death in historical and present-day Japan and gives examples of how these
have been reflected in the nation's literature in general. The development of writing jisei is then
examined--from the longing poems of the early nobility and the more masculine verses of the
samurai to the satirical death poems of later centuries. Zen Buddhist ideas about death are also
described as a preface to the collection of Chinese death poems by Zen monks that are also included.
Finally, the last section contains three hundred twenty haiku, some of which have never been
assembled before, in English translation and romanized in Japanese.

counting descent poem analysis: Anthem For Doomed Youth Wilfred Owen, 2015-02-26
‘Tonight he noticed how the women's eyes Passed from him to the strong men that were whole.' The
true horror of the trenches is brought to life in this selection of poetry from the front line.
Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th birthday. Little Black Classics
celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with books from around the world and
across many centuries. They take us from a balloon ride over Victorian London to a garden of
blossom in Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th-century California and the Russian steppe. Here are



stories lyrical and savage; poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and inspirational; and ideas that
have shaped the lives of millions. Wilfred Owen (1893-1918). Owen is available in Penguin Classics
in Three Poets of the First World War: Ivor Gurney, Isaac Rosenberg, Wilfred Owen.

counting descent poem analysis: Analysis of the Poetic Text FOpu#t Muxaiinosuyd JIoTMaH,
1976

counting descent poem analysis: Utopia Thomas More, 2019-04-08 Utopia is a work of fiction
and socio-political satire by Thomas More published in 1516 in Latin. The book is a frame narrative
primarily depicting a fictional island society and its religious, social and political customs. Many
aspects of More's description of Utopia are reminiscent of life in monasteries.

counting descent poem analysis: The Complete Poetry of James Hearst James Hearst, 2001
Part of the regionalist movement that included Grant Wood, Paul Engle, Hamlin Garland, and Jay G.
Sigmund, James Hearst helped create what Iowa novelist Ruth Suckow called a poetry of place. A
lifelong Iowa farner, Hearst began writing poetry at age nineteen and eventually wrote thirteen
books of poems, a novel, short stories, cantatas, and essays, which gained him a devoted following
Many of his poems were published in the regionalist periodicals of the time, including the Midland,
and by the great regional presses, including Carroll Coleman's Prairie Press. Drawing on his
experiences as a farmer, Hearst wrote with a distinct voice of rural life and its joys and conflicts, of
his own battles with physical and emotional pain (he was partially paralyzed in a farm accident), and
of his own place in the world. His clear eye offered a vision of the midwestern agrarian life that was
sympathetic but not sentimental - a people and an art rooted in place.

counting descent poem analysis: House of Leaves Mark Z. Danielewski, 2000-03-07 “A
novelistic mosaic that simultaneously reads like a thriller and like a strange, dreamlike excursion
into the subconscious.” —The New York Times Years ago, when House of Leaves was first being
passed around, it was nothing more than a badly bundled heap of paper, parts of which would
occasionally surface on the Internet. No one could have anticipated the small but devoted following
this terrifying story would soon command. Starting with an odd assortment of marginalized youth --
musicians, tattoo artists, programmers, strippers, environmentalists, and adrenaline junkies -- the
book eventually made its way into the hands of older generations, who not only found themselves in
those strangely arranged pages but also discovered a way back into the lives of their estranged
children. Now this astonishing novel is made available in book form, complete with the original
colored words, vertical footnotes, and second and third appendices. The story remains unchanged,
focusing on a young family that moves into a small home on Ash Tree Lane where they discover
something is terribly wrong: their house is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Of course,
neither Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist Will Navidson nor his companion Karen Green was
prepared to face the consequences of that impossibility, until the day their two little children
wandered off and their voices eerily began to return another story -- of creature darkness, of an
ever-growing abyss behind a closet door, and of that unholy growl which soon enough would tear
through their walls and consume all their dreams.

counting descent poem analysis: Skirrid Hill Owen Sheers, 2005 Ideas of separation and
divorce--the geographical divides of borders, the separation of the dead and the living, the
movement from childhood to adulthood, and the end of relationships--drive this poetry collection
from one of Great Britain's rising young talents. The collection revolves around the poems Y Gaer
and The Hillfort, the titles themselves suggesting the linguistic divide in Wales, from poems
concerned with childhood, a Welsh landscape, and family to an outward-looking vision that is both
geographic and historic.

counting descent poem analysis: Poems on Slavery Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1842

counting descent poem analysis: Poems for the Millennium, Volume Four Jerome Rothenberg,
Pierre Joris, Jeffrey Cane Robinson, Habib Tengour, 1995 Global anthology of twentieth-century
poetry--Back cover.

counting descent poem analysis: Black Orpheus Jean-Paul Sartre, 1973

counting descent poem analysis: Aeneid Virgil, 2012-03-12 Monumental epic poem tells the




heroic story of Aeneas, a Trojan who escaped the burning ruins of Troy to found Lavinium, the
parent city of Rome, in the west.

counting descent poem analysis: Unriddling the Exeter Riddles Patrick J. Murphy, 2011-03-28
The vibrant and enigmatic Exeter Riddles (ca. 960-980) are among the most compelling texts in the
field of medieval studies, in part because they lack textually supplied solutions. Indeed, these
ninety-five Old English riddles have become so popular that they have even been featured on posters
for the London Underground and have inspired a sculpture in downtown Exeter. Modern scholars
have responded enthusiastically to the challenge of solving the Riddles, but have generally examined
them individually. Few have considered the collection as a whole or in a broader context. In this
book, Patrick Murphy takes an innovative approach, arguing that in order to understand the Riddles
more fully, we must step back from the individual puzzles and consider the group in light of the
textual and oral traditions from which they emerged. He offers fresh insights into the nature of the
Exeter Riddles’ complexity, their intellectual foundations, and their lively use of metaphor.

counting descent poem analysis: The Poet at the Breakfast-table Oliver Wendell Holmes,
1890

counting descent poem analysis: The Thought Fox Ted Hughes, 2019-01-01 All the richness
of the wild is seen through the poet's eye. Here are poems from Hawk in the Rain, Wodwo,
Wolfwatching, Lupercal and River as well as from Adam and the Sacred Nine, their juxtaposition
highlighting the variety of the natural world and of Hughes's poetry about it.

counting descent poem analysis: A Night in the Lonesome October Roger Zelazny,
2023-09 In the murky London gloom, a knife-wielding gentleman prowls the midnight streets with
his faithful watchdog Snuff - gathering together the grisly ingredients they will need for an
upcoming ancient and unearthly rite. And all manner of players, both human and undead, are
preparing to participate.--Publisher.

counting descent poem analysis: Smokes And Whiskey Tejaswini Divya Naik, 2019-08-03 The
book is a collection of 42 poems on relationships, the ups and downs that come along with it, falling
apart like rubble, but then finding oneself, gathering that strength back and building yourself up,
back from that same rubble. This book would make everyone feel what poet felt while writing it, and
that love is a universal thing, and her story is not unique. And the hope that this makes them see
that there is a beyond and that they can come out happy and clean. And, that this makes them
braver than they already are, and gives them that little extra push and strength that they probably
need.

counting descent poem analysis: A Shropshire Lad Alfred Edward Housman, 1908

counting descent poem analysis: Zaum Gerald Janecek, 1996 This is the most comprehensive
treatment of a significant episode of the historical avant-garde period to which many refer but with
little concrete background. According to Charlotte Douglas (Russian and Slavic Studies, NYU), Zaum
is an encyclopedic account of zaum or 'beyonsense,' the most distinctive feature of Russian
avant-garde art and poetry early in the 20th century. Janecek has mined a myriad of arcane and
inaccessible sources, gathered the entire historical record in one place, and made it readable and
comprehensible. His account of zaum theory and practice will be indispensable for anyone interested
in modern poetry and art. Certainly it will become a standard text for all students of Russian
Futurism.

counting descent poem analysis: A Gentleman in Moscow Amor Towles, 2017-01-09 The
mega-bestseller with more than 2 million readers Soon to be a Showtime/Paramount+ series
starring Ewan McGregor as Count Alexander Rostov From the number one New York
Times-bestselling author of The Lincoln Highway and Rules of Civility, a beautifully transporting
novel about a man who is ordered to spend the rest of his life inside a luxury hotel 'A wonderful
book' - Tana French 'This novel is astonishing, uplifting and wise. Don't miss it' - Chris Cleave 'No
historical novel this year was more witty, insightful or original' - Sunday Times, Books of the Year
'[A] supremely uplifting novel ... It's elegant, witty and delightful - much like the Count himself." -
Mail on Sunday, Books of the Year 'Charming ... shows that not all books about Russian aristocrats




have to be full of doom and nihilism' - The Times, Books of the Year On 21 June 1922, Count
Alexander Rostov - recipient of the Order of Saint Andrew, member of the Jockey Club, Master of the
Hunt - is escorted out of the Kremlin, across Red Square and through the elegant revolving doors of
the Hotel Metropol. Deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the Count has been
sentenced to house arrest indefinitely. But instead of his usual suite, he must now live in an attic
room while Russia undergoes decades of tumultuous upheaval. Can a life without luxury be the
richest of all? A BOOK OF THE DECADE, 2010-2020 (INDEPENDENT) THE TIMES BOOK OF THE
YEAR 2017 A SUNDAY TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017 A MAIL ON SUNDAY BOOK OF THE YEAR
2017 A DAILY EXPRESS BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017 AN IRISH TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017
ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF 2017 ONE OF BILL GATES'S SUMMER READS OF
2019 NOMINATED FOR THE 2018 INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLERS WEEK AWARD

counting descent poem analysis: Underland: A Deep Time Journey Robert Macfarlane,
2019-06-04 National Bestseller * New York Times 100 Notable Books of the Year « NPR Favorite
Books of 2019 » Guardian 100 Best Books of the 21st Century * Winner of the National Outdoor
Book Award Mesmerizing...Underland is a portal of light in dark times. —Terry Tempest Williams,
New York Times Book Review In Underland, Robert Macfarlane delivers an epic exploration of the
Earth’s underworlds as they exist in myth, literature, memory, and the land itself. Traveling through
the dizzying expanse of geologic time—from prehistoric art in Norwegian sea caves, to the blue
depths of the Greenland ice cap, to a deep-sunk hiding place where nuclear waste will be stored for
100,000 years to come—Underland takes us on an extraordinary journey into our relationship with
darkness, burial, and what lies beneath the surface of both place and mind. Global in its geography
and written with great lyricism, Underland speaks powerfully to our present moment. At once
ancient and urgent, this is a book that will change the way you see the world.

counting descent poem analysis: Heavy Kiese Laymon, 2018-10-16 *Selected as One of the
Best Books of the 21st Century by The New York Times* *Named a Best Book of the Year by The
New York Times, Publishers Weekly, NPR, Broadly, BuzzFeed (Nonfiction), The Undefeated, Library
Journal (Biography/Memoirs), The Washington Post (Nonfiction), Southern Living (Southern),
Entertainment Weekly, and The New York Times Critics* In this powerful, provocative, and
universally lauded memoir—winner of the Andrew Carnegie Medal and finalist for the Kirkus
Prize—genre-bending essayist and novelist Kiese Laymon “provocatively meditates on his trauma
growing up as a black man, and in turn crafts an essential polemic against American moral rot”
(Entertainment Weekly). In Heavy, Laymon writes eloquently and honestly about growing up a
hard-headed black son to a complicated and brilliant black mother in Jackson, Mississippi. From his
early experiences of sexual violence, to his suspension from college, to time in New York as a college
professor, Laymon charts his complex relationship with his mother, grandmother, anorexia, obesity,
sex, writing, and ultimately gambling. Heavy is a “gorgeous, gutting...generous” (The New York
Times) memoir that combines personal stories with piercing intellect to reflect both on the strife of
American society and on Laymon’s experiences with abuse. By attempting to name secrets and lies
he and his mother spent a lifetime avoiding, he asks us to confront the terrifying possibility that few
in this nation actually know how to responsibly love, and even fewer want to live under the weight of
actually becoming free. “A book for people who appreciated Roxane Gay’s memoir Hunger”
(Milwaukee Journal Sentinel), Heavy is defiant yet vulnerable, an insightful, often comical
exploration of weight, identity, art, friendship, and family through years of haunting implosions and
long reverberations. “You won't be able to put [this memoir] down...It is packed with reminders of
how black dreams get skewed and deferred, yet are also pregnant with the possibility that a kind of
redemption may lie in intimate grappling with black realities” (The Atlantic).

counting descent poem analysis: Poems by Emily Dickinson Emily Dickinson, 1890

counting descent poem analysis: Toward a New Vision Patricia Hill Collins, 1989

counting descent poem analysis: Poetic Effects Adrian Pilkington, 2000-01-01 Poetic
Effects: A Relevance Theory Perspective offers a pragmatic account of the effects achieved by the
poetic use of rhetorical tropes and schemes. It contributes to the pragmatics of poetic style by



developing work on stylistic effects in relevance theory. It also contributes to literary studies by
proposing a new theoretical account of literariness in terms of mental representations and mental
processes. The book attempts to define literariness in terms of text-internal linguistic properties,
cultural codes or special purpose reading strategies, as well as suggestions that the notion of
literariness should be dissolved or rejected. It challenges the accounts of language and verbal
communication that underpin such positions and outlines the theory of verbal communication
developed within relevance theory that supports an explanatory account of poetic effects and a new
account of literariness. This is followed by a broader discussion of philosophical and psychological
issues having a bearing on the question of what is expressed non-propositionally in literary
communication. The discussion of emotion, qualitative experience and, more specifically, aesthetic
experience provides a fuller characterisation of poetic effects and 'poetic thought'.

counting descent poem analysis: The Teachers & Writers Handbook of Poetic Forms Ron
Padgett, 2000 A reference guide to various forms of poetry with entries arranged in alphabetical
order. Each entry defines the form and gives its history, examples, and suggestions for usage.

counting descent poem analysis: What We Lose Zinzi Clemmons, 2017-07-11 A National
Book Foundation 5 Under 35 Honoree NBCC John Leonard First Book Prize Finalist Aspen Words
Literary Prize Finalist Named a Best Book of the Year by Vogue, NPR, Elle, Esquire, Buzzfeed, San
Francisco Chronicle, Cosmopolitan, The Huffington Post, The A.V. Club, The Root, Harper’s Bazaar,
Paste, Bustle, Kirkus Reviews, Electric Literature, LitHub, New York Post, Los Angeles Review of
Books, and Bust “The debut novel of the year.” —Vogue “Like so many stories of the black diaspora,
What We Lose is an examination of haunting.” —Doreen St. Félix, The New Yorker “Raw and
ravishing, this novel pulses with vulnerability and shimmering anger.” —Nicole Dennis-Benn, O, the
Oprah Magazine “Stunning. . . . Powerfully moving and beautifully wrought, What We Lose reflects
on family, love, loss, race, womanhood, and the places we feel home.” —Buzzfeed “Remember this
name: Zinzi Clemmons. Long may she thrill us with exquisite works like What We Lose. . . . The book
is a remarkable journey.” —Essence From an author of rare, haunting power, a stunning novel about
a young African-American woman coming of age—a deeply felt meditation on race, sex, family, and
country Raised in Pennsylvania, Thandi views the world of her mother’s childhood in Johannesburg
as both impossibly distant and ever present. She is an outsider wherever she goes, caught between
being black and white, American and not. She tries to connect these dislocated pieces of her life, and
as her mother succumbs to cancer, Thandi searches for an anchor—someone, or something, to love.
In arresting and unsettling prose, we watch Thandi’s life unfold, from losing her mother and learning
to live without the person who has most profoundly shaped her existence, to her own encounters
with romance and unexpected motherhood. Through exquisite and emotional vignettes, Clemmons
creates a stunning portrayal of what it means to choose to live, after loss. An elegiac distillation, at
once intellectual and visceral, of a young woman’s understanding of absence and identity that spans
continents and decades, What We Lose heralds the arrival of a virtuosic new voice in fiction.

counting descent poem analysis: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The Gift of the
Magi is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young husband and wife
and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little
money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been popular for
adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
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