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DC Sec of State Business Search: Your Guide to
Finding Business Information in Washington,
D.C.

Finding information on businesses operating in Washington, D.C.? This comprehensive
guide will walk you through using the DC Secretary of State's resources to conduct
effective business searches. We'll cover various search methods, the information you can
find, and how to navigate the system efficiently. Learn how to access crucial details about
businesses registered in the District of Columbia, saving you time and effort in your
research.
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I. Understanding the DC Secretary of State's Role in Business Information

The DC Secretary of State's Office is the central
repository for business registration and related
information.
This office is responsible for maintaining records of all businesses registered to operate
within the District of Columbia. This includes corporations, limited liability companies
(LLCs), partnerships, and other business entities.



II. Accessing the DC Business Search Portal

Accessing the online database is typically
straightforward and often free of charge.
The District of Columbia's Secretary of State website usually provides a prominent link to
a business search portal. This portal acts as the primary interface for accessing business
records.

III. Different Search Methods Available

A. Searching by Business Name:

Entering the full or partial business name is the most
common search method.
This allows for easy retrieval of information when you know at least part of the company's
name. The system might offer suggestions or auto-complete features as you type.

B. Searching by Business Entity Type:

Filtering by business entity type (e.g., LLC, Corporation,
Partnership) can narrow down search results
significantly.
This is particularly useful if you're only interested in a specific type of business
organization.

C. Searching by Registered Agent:

Searching using the name of a registered agent can
reveal all businesses that use that agent's services.
Registered agents are individuals or businesses designated to receive legal and official
documents on behalf of a company.

D. Searching by Business Address:

Searching by the business's physical address can be
helpful if you know its location.
This is valuable for finding businesses operating within a specific geographic area.

IV. Information Retrieved from a Business Search



A. Business Name and Registered Agent:

The search results typically display the official business
name and the designated registered agent.
This information is fundamental for official communication and legal purposes.

B. Business Address and Mailing Address:

Both the physical (street) address and the mailing
address are often available.
These addresses are crucial for contacting the business or sending correspondence.

C. Entity Type and Date of Formation:

The type of business entity (e.g., LLC, Corporation) and
its date of formation are key identifying details.
This helps to understand the business's legal structure and history.

D. Status (Active, Dissolved, etc.):

The current status of the business (active, inactive,
dissolved) indicates its operational standing.
This is critical information for assessing the reliability and legitimacy of a business.

E. Officers and Directors:

Depending on the business type and the level of public
disclosure, information on officers and directors might
be accessible.
This can provide insights into the individuals managing the business.

V. Tips for Effective Business Searches

Use precise keywords for accurate results. Avoid typos
and ensure you are using the correct spelling of the



business name.

Utilize advanced search filters for more targeted
results. Combining multiple search criteria, such as
entity type and address, can significantly refine your
search.

If you are having trouble finding a specific business,
double-check the spelling and consider alternative
spellings or variations of the business name.

If initial searches are unsuccessful, try alternative
search terms or utilize wildcards if allowed by the
search system.

VI. Interpreting Search Results and Understanding Limitations

Understand that the information provided reflects the
data submitted during registration.
It may not be completely up-to-date, particularly for rapidly changing information.

The availability of certain information may be limited by
privacy laws or business registration requirements.
Not all details about a business will necessarily be publicly accessible.

VII. Alternative Resources for Business Information in DC

Other potential sources of business information include
the DC Department of Revenue, the Better Business
Bureau, and online business directories.
These resources can complement information obtained through the Secretary of State's
search.

Conclusion:

The DC Secretary of State's business search portal offers a powerful tool for accessing
important information about businesses operating in Washington, D.C. By understanding
the available search methods, interpreting results effectively, and utilizing supplementary



resources, you can conduct thorough and efficient business research.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: Is the DC business search free? A: Generally, yes. However, some advanced features or
data requests might involve fees.
Q: What if I can't find the business I'm looking for? A: Double-check your spelling, try
different search terms, and consider using alternative resources.
Q: How current is the information provided? A: The information reflects data submitted at
the time of registration or most recent filing. It may not reflect real-time changes.
Q: What types of businesses are included in the search? A: The search typically includes
corporations, LLCs, partnerships, and other business entities registered in DC.
Q: Is all business information publicly accessible? A: No. Certain information might be
restricted for privacy or legal reasons.
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  dc sec of state business search: Small Business, Big Credit Harry Sarafian, 2023-06-15
Small Business, Big Credit: A Step-by-Step Guide to Building Business Credit. This is a
comprehensive guide for entrepreneurs and business owners seeking to establish and maintain a
healthy credit profile for their company. This book is dedicated to entrepreneurs and business
owners with a valuable resource directory that offers unlimited funding opportunities. This directory
is a treasure trove of information, providing access to a vast array of funding sources that are often
overlooked or unknown. With this resource at their fingertips, readers can unlock the financial
potential of their businesses and take them to new heights. Whether you're just starting out or
looking to grow your existing business, Small Business, Big Credit is an indispensable guide that will
help you navigate the complex world of business credit. With its practical advice, expert insights,
and powerful resource directory, this book is a must-read for anyone who wants to achieve financial
success and build a thriving business. So why wait? Get your copy today and start building your
business credit and funding your dreams!
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  dc sec of state business search: How to Start a Business in Oregon Entrepreneur Press, 2003
This series covers the federal, state, and local regulations imposed on small businesses, with
concise, friendly and up-to-the-minute advice on each critical step of starting your own business.
  dc sec of state business search: Indiana Notary Public Guide Indiana Secretary of State,
2019-04-06 A notary is a public official responsible for independently verifying signatures and oaths.
Depending on how a document is written, a notarization serves to affirm the identity of a signer and
the fact that they personally executed their signature. A notarization, or notarial act, officially
documents the identity of a party to a document or transaction and the occasion of the signing that
others can rely upon, usually at face value. A notary's authentication is intended to be reliable, to
avoid the inconvenience of having to locate a signer to have them personally verify their signature,
as well as to document the execution of a document perhaps long after the lifetime of the signer and



the notary. An oath is a sworn statement. In most cases a person will swear that a written statement,
oral statement, or testimony they are about to give is true. A notary can document that the notary
administered an oath to an individual.
  dc sec of state business search: Patent and Trademark Information Virginia Ann Baldwin,
2013-05-13 Discover new techniques for researching patents and trademarks! Patent and Trademark
Information: Uses and Perspectives addresses an essential yet undervalued and often underused
class of scientific and technical information. Library staff, information specialists, corporation heads
and administrators, inventors, school faculty, scientists, engineers, and engineering, science and
library students will gain valuable insight on historical research, practical applications, and the
availability and accessibility of patenting authorities. This book focuses on methods for searching
international patents and trademark information for patrons of the library using the Internet,
databases, and other sources. This book contains tips and nuts-and-bolts advice from experienced
librarians who either practice in patent and trademark depository libraries or are experts in
researching patents for library patrons. Their advice will help you navigate decision points and
search paths for locating patent and trademark information from state, federal, and international
sources. Special features include tables and figures, as well as bibliographies that provide extensive
resources for locating additional information. The first half of the book is dedicated to issues
involving patents, including: disseminating enemy technical information during World War II basic
novelty patent searching in seven steps using patent information for historical genealogical research
esp@cenet®Europe’s network of patent databases regional patent systemsa challenge for the
international searcher patent data for technology assessmentapplications, patent databases, and
retrieval methods The second half of Patent and Trademark Information guides you in searching out
trademarks, company and owner names, and databases. An entire chapter is dedicated to searching
for trademark and/or company names for each of the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of
Columbia. Another chapter investigates five free international Web-based patent sites.
  dc sec of state business search: The Skeptical Business Searcher Robert I. Berkman, 2004
Provides information on ways to identify and evaluate online business information sources and
finding company and industry data on the Internet.
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  dc sec of state business search: SEC Docket United States. Securities and Exchange
Commission, 1993
  dc sec of state business search: North Dakota Blue Book , 1912
  dc sec of state business search: United States Attorneys' Manual United States.
Department of Justice, 1985
  dc sec of state business search: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United
States United States. Congress. House, 1970 Some vols. include supplemental journals of such
proceedings of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept
secret, and respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the
House.
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  dc sec of state business search: Consolidated Listing of Official Gazette Notices Re
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  dc sec of state business search: Energy Research Abstracts , 1992
  dc sec of state business search: New Serial Titles , 1998 A union list of serials commencing
publication after Dec. 31, 1949.
  dc sec of state business search: Bulletin of the Public Affairs Information Service Public
Affairs Information Service, 1925
  dc sec of state business search: Official Congressional Directory United States. Congress,
1985



  dc sec of state business search: The Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory , 2004
  dc sec of state business search: United States Code Annotated United States, 1927
Includes: Constitution of the United States annotated.
  dc sec of state business search: Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office United
States. Patent Office, 1967-12
  dc sec of state business search: FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin United States. Federal Bureau
of Investigation, 1935
  dc sec of state business search: Broadcast News Ted White, 2005 Publisher Description
  dc sec of state business search: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1968
  dc sec of state business search: Domestic Commerce United States. Bureau of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce, 1944
  dc sec of state business search: Current Treaty Actions ,
  dc sec of state business search: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office , 1987
  dc sec of state business search: The Code of Federal Regulations of the United States of
America , 1983 The Code of Federal Regulations is the codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the executive departments and agencies of the Federal
Government.
  dc sec of state business search: National Union Catalog , 1982 Includes entries for maps
and atlases.
  dc sec of state business search: Insights from Accounting History Stephen Zeff, 2010-06-10
Stephen Zeff has been a prolific researcher on the history of accounting and auditing in the
twentieth century. He has written numerous papers on the history of standard setting and
regulation, of accounting and auditing practice, of the accounting profession, of accounting thought,
and of the intellectual contributions of major authors (such as Hatfield, Canning, Paton and
MacNeal). This volume brings together the greatest hits of Zeff's academic career, including several
articles that were published in out-of-the way places, for easier use by students and researchers of
the field. In an introduction, Zeff discusses the evolution of his research interests and explains the
factors led to the writing of the papers and their intended contribution to the literature. The book
also includes a complete list of his publications.
  dc sec of state business search: United States Compiled Statutes, Annotated, 1916 United
States, 1923
  dc sec of state business search: Directory of Corporate Counsel , 1998
  dc sec of state business search: Business Organizations and Agencies Directory , 1980 A
guide to trade, business, and commercial organizations, government agencies, stock exchanges,
labor unions, chambers of commerce, diplomatic representation, trade and convention centers, trade
fairs, publishers, data banks and computerized services, educational institutions, business libraries
and information centers, and research centers.
  dc sec of state business search: Education Directory United States. Office of Education,
1966
  dc sec of state business search: Directory of National Trade Associations Calvert Jay
Judkins, United States. Department of Commerce. Office of Technical Services, 1956
  dc sec of state business search: Occupational Safety & Health Cases Bureau of National
Affairs (Arlington, Va.), 1977
  dc sec of state business search: Regional Directory of Minority- and Woman-Owned
Businesses, 1992 Thomas D. Johnson, Lisa G. Osborn, 1992
  dc sec of state business search: Digest of Decisions of the United States Courts , 1915
  dc sec of state business search: Super PACs Louise I. Gerdes, 2014-05-20 The passage of
Citizens United by the Supreme Court in 2010 sparked a renewed debate about campaign spending
by large political action committees, or Super PACs. Its ruling said that it is okay for corporations
and labor unions to spend as much as they want in advertising and other methods to convince people



to vote for or against a candidate. This book provides a wide range of opinions on the issue. Includes
primary and secondary sources from a variety of perspectives; eyewitnesses, scientific journals,
government officials, and many others.
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