45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE

45-DAyY CHickeN FeepiNng GUIDE: FRoM CHick To HEALTHY BIrRD

ARE YOU A NEW CHICKEN OWNER EXCITED TO RAISE YOUR FLOCK? OR PERHAPS YOU'RE EXPANDING YOUR EXISTING BROOD?
GETTING YOUR CHICKS OFF TO A HEALTHY START IS CRUCIAL, AND NUTRITION PLAYS A VITAL ROLE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE 45-
DAY CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND PLAN YOU NEED TO ENSURE YOUR CHICKS THRIVE AND
GROW INTO STRONG, HEALTHY BIRDS. W/E'LL COVER EVERYTHING FROM STARTER FEED TO ESSENTIAL NUTRIENTS AND COMMON
FEEDING MISTAKES TO AVOID. LET'S GET STARTED!

UNDERSTANDING CHICKk NUTRITION IN THE FIRST 45 DAYS

THE FIRST 45 DAYS ARE CRITICAL FOR A CHICK'S DEVELOPMENT. DURING THIS PERIOD, THEY EXPERIENCE RAPID GROWTH AND
REQUIRE A DIET SPECIFICALLY FORMULATED TO MEET THEIR NUTRITIONAL NEEDS. THIS DIFFERS SIGNIFICANTLY FROM THE DIET OF
ADULT HENS. IGNORING THIS CRUCIAL PERIOD CAN LEAD TO STUNTED GROWTH, WEAKENED IMMUNE SYSTEMS, AND INCREASED
SUSCEPTIBILITY TO DISEASE.

Key NUTRITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR BABY CHICks:

HigH PROTEIN: CHICKS NEED A DIET RICH IN PROTEIN (AROUND 20-24%) FOR MUSCLE DEVELOPMENT AND OVERALL GROWTH.
EsSENTIAL AMINO ACIDS: THESE ARE THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF PROTEIN, AND A DEFICIENCY CAN LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT GROW TH
PROBLEMS.

VITAMINS AND MINERALS: ESPECIALLY VITAMINS A, D3, E, AND K, ALONG WITH CALCIUM AND PHOSPHORUS, ARE ESSENTIAL
FOR BONE DEVELOPMENT, IMMUNE FUNCTION, AND OVERALL HEALTH.

ENERGY: CHICKS NEED SUFFICIENT ENERGY TO SUPPORT THEIR RAPID GROW TH, PROVIDED BY CARBOHYDRATES AND FATS.

THe 45-DAY CHickeN FEEDING ScHEDULE: A WEek-BY-WEEk GUIDE

THIS DETAILED SCHEDULE OUTLINES THE APPROPRIATE FEED AND FEEDING PRACTICES FOR EACH WEEK OF YOUR CHICKS' FIRST 45
DAYS. REMEMBER, ALWAYS PROVIDE FRESH, CLEAN WATER ALONGSIDE FEED.

Weeks 1-3: STARTER Feep (20-249% PROTEIN)

Feep: USE A HIGH-QUALITY CHICK STARTER FEED SPECIFICALLY FORMULATED FOR THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF LIFE.
ACCESS: ENSURE FEED IS AVAILABLE 24/7 TO ALLOW FOR FREQUENT, SMALL MEALS.
QUANTITY: OFFER ENOUGH FEED THAT THEY CONSUME FREELY WITHOUT WASTE.

Weeks 4-6: Grower Feep (18-20% PROTEIN)

Feep: TRANSITION TO A GROWER FEED, WHICH STILL CONTAINS A HIGH PROTEIN LEVEL BUT SLIGHTLY LESS THAN STARTER FEED.
THIS SUPPORTS CONTINUED GROWTH BUT PREPARES THEM FOR THE TRANSITION TO ADULT FEED.

Access: CONTINUE PROVIDING 24/7 ACCESS TO FEED.

QUANTITY: MONITOR CONSUMPTION AND ADJUST THE AMOUNT TO PREVENT WASTE.

Weeks 7-9 (Days 42-45): TransITIoN To PULLET Feep (16-18% PROTEIN)

FeeD: GRADUALLY INTRODUCE PULLET FEED (A LOWER PROTEIN FEED) TO PREPARE THEM FOR THEIR LAYING PHASE. THIS
TRANSITION SHOULD BE DONE OVER A FEW DAYS/ MIXING THE GROWER AND PULLET FEEDS IN A GRADUALLY CHANGING RATIO.
Access: MAINTAIN 24/7 ACCESS TO FEED.

QUANTITY: CLOSE MONITORING IS ESSENTIAL DURING THIS TRANSITION PERIOD.



EssenTIAL TiPs FOR SuccessruL CHICk FEEDING:

CLEANLINESS: KEEP FEEDERS AND WATERERS CLEAN TO PREVENT BACTERIAL CONTAMINATION AND DISEASE.

FRESH W ATER: ALWAYS PROVIDE FRESH, CLEAN \WATER. DEHYDRATION CAN BE LETHAL TO CHICKS.

OBSERVATION: REGULARLY MONITOR YOUR CHICKS' EATING HABITS, WEIGHT, AND OVERALL HEALTH.

CoNSULT A VET: IF YOU NOTICE ANY HEALTH ISSUES OR UNUSUAL BEHAVIOR, CONSULT AN AVIAN VETERINARIAN IMMEDIATELY.
Avolb OVERFEEDING: OVERFEEDING CAN LEAD TO DIGESTIVE ISSUES AND OBESITY.

CoMMOoN MISTAKES To AvVoID;

SWITCHING FEeps Too QUICKLYZ ABRUPT CHANGES IN FEED CAN CAUSE DIGESTIVE UPSET.
UsING ADULT CHICKEN FEED: ADULT FEED LACKS THE ESSENTIAL NUTRIENTS YOUNG CHICKS NEED.
NEGLECTING CLEANLINESS: DIRTY FEEDERS AND WATERERS ARE BREEDING GROUNDS FOR BACTERIA.
INSUFFICIENT FEED ACCESS: LIMITED ACCESS TO FEED CAN LEAD TO STUNTED GROWTH.

ConcLusioN: A HEALTHY START For HAPPY HENS

FOLLOWING THIS 45-DAY CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE WILL SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF RAISING HEALTHY AND
PRODUCTIVE HENS. REMEMBER THAT CONSISTENT ATTENTION TO THEIR NUTRITIONAL NEEDS, ALONGSIDE PROVIDING A CLEAN AND
SAFE ENVIRONMENT, ARE KEY INGREDIENTS FOR SUCCESS. BY FOLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES AND ADAPTING TO THE SPECIFIC NEEDS
OF YOUR CHICKS, YOU'LL BE WELL ON YOUR WAY TO A THRIVING FLOCK. HAPPY CHICK RAISING!

45-Day CHickeN FEeDING GUIDE: FRoM CHICK TO THRIVING BIRD

(HD)

HEY THERE, FELLOW CHICKEN KEEPERS! SO YOU'VE GOT A BATCH OF FLUFFY CHICKS, AND YOU'RE READY TO NURTURE THEM INTO
HEALTHY, HAPPY HENS (OR ROOSTERS!). CONGRATULATIONS! RAISING CHICKENS IS INCREDIBLY REWARDING, BUT PROPER FEEDING
IS KEY TO THEIR SUCCESS. THIS 45-DAY CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH EVERY THING YOU NEED TO KNOW
TO GET YOUR CHICKS OFF TO A STRONG START. WE'LL COVER WHAT TO FEED, HOW MUCH, AND POTENTIAL PITFALLS TO
Avolb. LET's bIvE IN!

(H2) THe FIrsT WEek: A DELICATE BALANCE
(Focus keywoRrD: 45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE)

THOSE FIRST FEW DAYS ARE CRITICAL. YOUR TINY CHICKS NEED A HIGH-PROTEIN, EASILY DIGESTIBLE DIET TO SUPPORT RAPID
GROWTH. START WITH A COMMERCIALLY PREPARED CHICK STARTER FEED. LOOK FOR ONE WITH A MINIMUM OF ‘|80/o PROTEIN.
DON’T BE TEMPTED BY CHEAPER OPTIONS; QUALITY FEED TRANSLATES TO HEALTHY CHICKS. Keep FRESH, CLEAN WATER
AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES — CRUCIAL FOR HYDRATION AND PREVENTING DEHYDRATION. MAKE SURE THE WATER IS EASILY
ACCESSIBLE FOR THE TINY CHICKS. A SHALLOW DISH OR SPECIALIZED CHICK WATERER WORKS BEST. OFFER THE FEED IN A
SHALLOW FEEDER TO PREVENT WASTE AND KEEP IT DRY. SMALL AMOUNTS, FREQUENTLY, ARE BEST DURING THE FIRST \WEEK.

(H2) Weeks 2-4: STEADY GROWTH

(Focus keywoRrD: 45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE)

AS YOUR CHICKS GROW, THEIR NUTRITIONAL NEEDS EVOLVE. CONTINUE FEEDING THE CHICK STARTER BUT BEGIN TO MONITOR
THEIR GROWTH AND EATING HABITS CLOSELY. AT THIS POINT, IT'S ALL ABOUT MAINTAINING THAT STEADY GROWTH! ENSURE
THEY ARE ACTIVE, ALERT, AND GAINING WEIGHT CONSISTENTLY. CHECK FOR SIGNS OF ILLNESS, LIKE LETHARGY OR RUFFLED
FEATHERS.

(H2) WEEks 5-8: PREPARING FOR THE TRANSITION

(FOCUS KEYWORD: 45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE)



AROUND WEEK 5, YOU'LL START TRANSITIONING YOUR CHICKS FROM CHICK STARTER TO GROWER FEED. THIS INVOLVES
GRADUALLY MIXING THE GROWER FEED (AROUND 16% PROTEIN) WITH THE STARTER FEED OVER A WEEK OR TWO TO AVOID
DIGESTIVE UPSET. THIS SLOW TRANSITION GIVES THEIR DIGESTIVE SYSTEMS TIME TO ADJUST. GROWER FEED WILL PROVIDE THE
NUTRIENTS THEY NEED FOR CONTINUED GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. OBSERVE THEM CLOSELY DURING THE TRANSITION — ANY
ISSUES, AND REVERT BACK TO THE STARTER FEED FOR A FEW DAYS BEFORE TRYING AGAIN.

(H2) EssenTiaL NUTRIENTS To CONSIDER

(Focus KEYWoRD: 45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE)

\WHILE COMMERCIAL FEED PROVIDES A BALANCED DIET, CONSIDER SUPPLEMENTING W/ITH:

GRIT: THIS HELPS THEM GRIND THEIR FOOD PROPERLY FOR DIGESTION.

OYSTER SHELL: PROVIDES CALCIUM FOR STRONG BONES, ESSENTIAL FOR EGG-LAYING HENS. START INTRODUCING THIS AROUND 4
WEEKS.

(H2) CoMMon MisTAkes To Avold

(Focus keywoRrD: 45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE)

SUDDEN DIET CHANGES: ALWAYS TRANSITION SLOWLY BETWEEN FEEDS.

MOLDY OR CONTAMINATED FEED: THIS CAN CAUSE SERIOUS ILLNESS. REGULARLY CHECK YOUR FEED FOR SPOILAGE.
OVERFEEDING: WHILE IT'S TEMPTING TO GIVE THEM EXTRA, OVERFEEDING CAN LEAD TO HEALTH PROBLEMS.

(H2) MoNITorING Your CHICkS' PROGRESS

(Focus keYwoRrD: 45 DAYS CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE)

REGULARLY CHECK YOUR CHICKS FOR SIGNS OF HEALTH. WEIGH THEM PERIODICALLY TO MONITOR THEIR WEIGHT GAIN. LOOK FOR
BRIGHT EYES, SHINY FEATHERS, AND ACTIVE BEHAVIOR. ANY CHANGES WARRANT CLOSE OBSERVATION AND POTENTIALLY A VET
VISIT.

(H3) ConcLusIon:

FOLLOWING A PROPER 45-DAY CHICKEN FEEDING GUIDE ENSURES YOUR CHICKS THRIVE. REMEMBER, CONSISTENCY, OBSERVATION,
AND HIGH-QUALITY FEED ARE THE CORNERSTONES OF HEALTHY GROWTH. BY CAREFULLY FOLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES AND

PAYING ATTENTION TO YOUR CHICKS' NEEDS, YOU'LL BE WELL ON YOUR WAY TO RAISING A FLOCK OF HEALTHY, HAPPY BIRDS.
HAPPY CHICKEN KEEPING!

(H2) FAQs

1. CAN | FEED MY CHICKS KITCHEN SCRAPS? W/HILE SMALL AMOUNTS OF COOKED VEGETABLES CAN BE A TREAT, DON'T RELY
ON SCRAPS AS THEIR PRIMARY DIET. COMMERCIAL FEED PROVIDES THE BALANCED NUTRITION THEY NEED.

1. WHAT SHOULD | DO IF MY CHICKS AREN'T EATING? |F YOUR CHICKS SUDDENLY STOP EATING, CHECK FOR ILLNESS, ENSURE
FRESH WATER IS AVAILABLE, AND CONSIDER CONSULTING A VETERINARIAN.

1. How MUCH FEED SHOULD | GIVE MY CHICKS? START WITH SMALL AMOUNTS FREQUENTLY. AS THEY GROW, ADJUST THE
AMOUNT BASED ON THEIR CONSUMPTION AND GROWTH. AVOID LEAVING EXCESS FEED TO PREVENT SPOILAGE.



1. MY CHICKS ARE PECKING EACH OTHER. WHAT CAN | DO? THIS OFTEN INDICATES OVERCROWNDING OR BOREDOM. ENSURE
THEY HAVE ENOUGH SPACE, ENRICHMENT (LIKE TOYS), AND THAT THEY AREN'T HUNGRY.

1. W/HAT KIND OF WATERER SHOULD | USE FOR CHICKS? USE A SHALLOW WATERER THAT'S EASY FOR TINY CHICKS TO
ACCESS WITHOUT DROWNING. MANY SPECIALIZED CHICK WATERERS ARE AVAILABLE TO PREVENT THIS.
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