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List of Books for Secondary Schools in Nigeria: A
Comprehensive Guide

Choosing the right books for secondary school students in Nigeria is crucial for academic
success. Navigating the vast sea of textbooks, novels, and supplementary materials can be
overwhelming for parents and educators alike. This comprehensive guide provides a
meticulously curated list of recommended books, categorized by subject, to help you make
informed decisions and equip your students with the best resources for their educational
journey. We'll delve into both core curriculum requirements and enriching supplementary
reads, ensuring a well-rounded learning experience. This isn't just a list; it's a roadmap to
academic excellence.

I. Core Subject Textbooks: Meeting the Curriculum
Requirements

Nigerian secondary school curricula vary slightly by state and examination board (WAEC,
NECO, NABTEB), but there are some core subjects that remain consistent. Choosing
approved textbooks is essential for exam preparation. While specific editions change,
publishers often remain reliable choices. Below are some reputable publishers and the
subjects they often cover:

Mathematics: Nelson Thornes, Longman, New General Mathematics (a very popular
choice across Nigeria) - Look for textbooks aligned with your specific curriculum (e.g.,
Junior Secondary School Mathematics, Senior Secondary School Mathematics). Ensure the
edition is recent and covers the necessary topics for your chosen examination board.

English Language: Oxford University Press, Longman, Macmillan - These publishers offer
a range of textbooks covering grammar, literature, and composition. Look for books that
focus on both practical application and analytical skills. Consider the age group and level
of your students when making your selection.

Physics, Chemistry, and Biology (Sciences): Nelson Thornes, Longman, Heinemann -
Science textbooks should be well-illustrated and engaging, fostering a deeper
understanding of complex concepts. Again, check for alignment with your curriculum and
examination board.

Further Mathematics: This subject is often optional but highly recommended for students
aiming for STEM fields. Nelson Thornes and Longman are reliable options.

Literature in English: This subject often requires a selection of novels, plays, and poems.
The specific texts are often prescribed by your school or examination board. Check your



syllabus for the required reading list.

History and Geography: These subjects often have dedicated textbooks from publishers
like Longman and Macmillan. Ensure the material is up-to-date and relevant to the
Nigerian context.

Government/Civic Education: Similar to History and Geography, reliable publishers
include Longman, Macmillan, and Evans.

Important Note: Always check with your school or examination board for their official list
of approved textbooks. The information above serves as a general guideline, and specific
requirements might vary.

II. Supplementary Reading Materials: Enhancing
Learning and Expanding Horizons

Beyond the core textbooks, supplementary reading is critical for improving
comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills. These materials can include:

Novels: Introducing Nigerian and international literature exposes students to diverse
perspectives and enhances their understanding of different writing styles. Consider works
by Chinua Achebe, Wole Soyinka, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and other renowned
authors. Age-appropriate selections are crucial.

Dictionaries and Thesauruses: These are indispensable resources for improving
vocabulary and understanding word meanings. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary and
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English are popular choices.

Workbooks and Practice Exercises: These offer extra practice and reinforcement of
concepts learned in class, ensuring a deeper understanding of the subject matter.
Numerous publishers offer workbooks aligned with specific subjects and examination
boards.

ITI1. Selecting Books Wisely: Tips for Parents and
Educators

Choosing the right books involves more than just looking at the cover. Here are some key
considerations:

Curriculum Alignment: The most crucial factor is whether the book aligns with the specific
curriculum and examination board followed by your school.

Clarity and Accessibility: The language should be clear, concise, and easy to understand
for the target age group. Illlustrations and diagrams should be helpful, not distracting.

Engaging Content: The book should be engaging and stimulating, encouraging students to
learn actively.



Up-to-Date Information: Especially for subjects like science and history, ensuring the
information is current and accurate is paramount.

Budget: Consider the cost of the books and balance affordability with quality.
IV. Where to Buy Books in Nigeria

Several options exist for purchasing books in Nigeria:

Major Bookstores: National book chains and independent bookstores offer a wide selection
of textbooks and supplementary reading materials.

Online Retailers: Online marketplaces like Jumia and Konga offer convenient access to a
vast range of books.

Directly from Publishers: Some publishers have their own distribution networks within
Nigeria.

Conclusion

Choosing the right books is a significant investment in a student's academic future. By
carefully considering the factors discussed above and consulting with teachers and school
administrators, you can ensure that students in Nigerian secondary schools have access to
the high-quality resources they need to thrive. Remember that this list is a starting point;
exploration and adaptation are key to finding the perfect reading materials for each
individual student.

FAQs

1. Are there specific books recommended for different examination boards (WAEC,
NECO, NABTEB)? Yes, while many core concepts are similar, some textbooks are
specifically tailored to the requirements of each examination board. Always check the
syllabus for your specific board.

1. How can I find age-appropriate novels for my child? Consult with your child's teacher
or librarian for recommendations. Bookstores often have age-appropriate sections,
and online reviews can offer guidance.

1. Where can I find affordable textbooks in Nigeria? Explore online marketplaces, used
bookstores, and consider sharing textbooks amongst students where appropriate.



1. Are digital textbooks a viable alternative? Yes, digital textbooks offer convenience
and accessibility, but ensure they are compatible with your devices and meet the
curriculum requirements.

1. What if my school doesn't have a prescribed list of books? Consult with your child's
teachers to discuss suitable options, considering the curriculum and examination
board. They can often provide valuable insights and recommendations.
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