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Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th
Edition: Your Comprehensive Guide

Are you a student wrestling with tricky vocabulary? A writer striving for precision? Or simply
someone who loves the beauty and power of the English language? Then you’ve come to the right
place. This in-depth guide dives into the powerhouse that is the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition, exploring its features, benefits, and why it remains a top choice
for learners and language enthusiasts alike. We’ll unpack what makes it special, highlighting its
strengths and addressing potential drawbacks, so you can decide if it's the right dictionary for you.

Understanding the Powerhouse: Key Features of the Longman
Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition isn't just another dictionary; it's a
comprehensive language learning tool meticulously crafted to help you master English. Its
reputation rests on several pillars:

Corpus-Informed Definitions: Unlike traditional dictionaries relying on expert judgment alone,1.
Longman utilizes a massive corpus (a vast collection of real-world English text and speech).
This allows for definitions that reflect actual language use, showcasing the most frequent
meanings and collocations (words that commonly appear together). This means you're learning
not just definitions, but how words are actually used in context.

Clear and Concise Definitions: The language used in the definitions is itself straightforward1.
and accessible, avoiding overly complex jargon. This is crucial for learners who need clear
explanations without getting bogged down in linguistic technicalities. The definitions prioritize
simplicity and clarity, making understanding effortless.

Extensive Example Sentences: Each entry boasts numerous example sentences demonstrating1.
the word’s usage in various contexts. This is a game-changer for understanding nuances in
meaning and appropriate application. Seeing a word used naturally within a sentence helps
solidify its meaning and facilitates better comprehension.



Focus on Collocations: The dictionary pays significant attention to collocations – words that1.
frequently go together. This is crucial for sounding natural and fluent in English. Learning
collocations helps you avoid grammatical errors and achieve a more sophisticated level of
English proficiency.

Detailed Pronunciation Guides: Accurate pronunciation is paramount, and Longman provides1.
detailed phonetic transcriptions using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). This ensures
you pronounce words correctly, enhancing both your speaking and listening comprehension.
Audio pronunciations are often available online, further enhancing this feature.

Thematic Word Lists and Idioms: Beyond individual entries, the dictionary often includes1.
thematic word lists and explanations of idioms, significantly bolstering your vocabulary
acquisition. These sections provide a contextual understanding of vocabulary, strengthening
your ability to use words effectively in different situations.

Extensive Grammar Information: The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th1.
Edition goes beyond mere definitions; it incorporates helpful grammar information, helping
users understand the grammatical function of words and how to use them correctly in
sentences. This grammatical support proves invaluable for improving grammatical accuracy
and fluency.

User-Friendly Design: The layout and organization of the dictionary are exceptionally user-1.
friendly, making it easy to navigate and quickly find the information you need. Clear
typography and a logical structure contribute to an efficient and pleasant user experience.

Who Should Use the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition?

The versatility of this dictionary makes it suitable for a wide range of users:

ESL/EFL Learners: Its clear definitions, abundant examples, and focus on common usage make it
ideal for those learning English as a second or foreign language.
Students: From primary school to university, students across various disciplines can benefit from its
comprehensive coverage and helpful grammatical information.
Writers: Its emphasis on collocations and precise definitions is invaluable for writers seeking clarity
and accuracy in their work.
Anyone Seeking to Improve their English: Whether you’re aiming for professional advancement or



personal enrichment, this dictionary provides the tools for significant language improvement.

Beyond the Printed Page: Digital Resources and Accessibility

Many users also benefit from the supplementary digital resources available alongside the printed
edition. These often include:

Online dictionary access: Allowing for convenient searches and access to additional features.
Audio pronunciations: Enhancing the learning process by providing authentic pronunciation guides.
Quizzes and exercises: Reinforcing learning and helping users test their understanding.

The accessibility of these digital components further enhances the value and usefulness of the
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition.

Potential Drawbacks and Alternatives

While the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is undeniably a powerful
resource, it's important to acknowledge some potential limitations:

Size and Weight: The physical dictionary is substantial, making it less portable than smaller, more
concise dictionaries.
Cost: Compared to some smaller dictionaries, it represents a larger financial investment.
Specificity: While comprehensive, it may not cover highly specialized terminology in certain niche
fields.

Alternatives exist, such as the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary or the Cambridge Advanced
Learner's Dictionary. The best choice depends on individual needs and preferences.

Conclusion

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition stands as a testament to decades of
lexicographical expertise. Its corpus-informed approach, clear definitions, extensive examples, and
focus on collocations make it an indispensable tool for anyone striving to master the English
language. Whether you're a student, writer, or simply an English language enthusiast, this dictionary
provides the resources you need to enhance your vocabulary, improve your grammar, and achieve
greater fluency. Consider its strengths and weaknesses alongside your individual requirements to
determine if it's the right fit for your language learning journey.

FAQs

Is the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition suitable for beginners? While1.
not explicitly designed solely for absolute beginners, its clear definitions and numerous
examples make it accessible to those with a basic grasp of English. Beginners might find a
simpler dictionary beneficial initially, but the Longman can be integrated as their skills
progress.



Does the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition include British and1.
American English spellings? Yes, it typically includes both British and American English
spellings, along with variations in usage, helping users navigate the subtle differences
between the two variants.

Where can I purchase the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition? You can1.
purchase it from major online retailers like Amazon, bookstores, and directly from language
learning resource websites.

Are there any online versions or apps associated with the Longman Dictionary of1.
Contemporary English 6th Edition? Check Longman's official website; often digital
components accompany the physical dictionary, offering convenient online access and
additional features.

How does the Longman Dictionary compare to other leading dictionaries like Oxford or1.
Cambridge? Each dictionary has its strengths; Longman excels with its corpus-based
approach, making its definitions highly relevant to modern usage. Oxford and Cambridge are
equally strong choices with different focuses. The best dictionary for you depends on
individual needs and preferences.
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