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Unleash Your Inner Paleontologist: A Deep Dive
into the National Geographic Critter Molding Lab

Ever dreamed of unearthing ancient fossils and bringing prehistoric creatures to life? The
National Geographic Critter Molding Lab offers a thrilling, hands-on experience that lets
you do just that – without the dusty dig sites and years of painstaking excavation! This
comprehensive guide will explore everything you need to know about this fantastic kit,
from its exciting features and educational benefits to troubleshooting tips and where to
find it. Get ready to embark on a prehistoric adventure from the comfort of your own
home!

What is the National Geographic Critter Molding Lab?

The National Geographic Critter Molding Lab isn't just a toy; it's a fully immersive
paleontological experience designed to ignite a child's (and adult's!) imagination. This
engaging kit allows you to excavate three different prehistoric creatures – a Triceratops, a
Stegosaurus, and a Tyrannosaurus Rex – from plaster blocks. But it doesn't stop there!
Once you've unearthed these magnificent beasts, you get to create your own stunning 3D
models by carefully molding them with the included plaster and paint.

Unboxing and First Impressions: What's Inside?

Upon opening the National Geographic Critter Molding Lab box, you'll be greeted with a
treasure trove of paleontological tools. Expect to find:

Three plaster blocks: Each containing a hidden dinosaur skeleton waiting to be
discovered.
Chisel: A sturdy, child-safe chisel for carefully excavating the fossils.
Brush: A soft brush for removing excess plaster and revealing intricate details.
Molding Plaster: High-quality plaster for creating detailed 3D models of your unearthed
dinosaurs.
Paints: A set of vibrant paints to bring your dinosaur models to life with realistic colors.
Instruction Manual: Clear and easy-to-follow instructions to guide you through each step
of the process.

The quality of the materials is immediately apparent. The plaster blocks are sturdy enough
to withstand enthusiastic digging, and the tools are well-made and durable, promising
many hours of enjoyable excavation.

The Excavation Process: A Step-by-Step Guide

The excavation process is arguably the most exciting part of the National Geographic



Critter Molding Lab. Here’s a breakdown of the steps:

Preparation: Carefully select a work area and cover it with newspaper or a drop cloth1.
to prevent plaster dust.

Careful Chiseling: Gently begin chipping away at the plaster block using the chisel.2.
Remember, patience is key! You want to avoid damaging the delicate fossil inside.
The soft brush is invaluable for removing excess plaster from the delicate bones.

Unearthing the Fossil: Once you’ve unearthed a significant portion of the fossil,3.
switch to the brush for more precise cleaning. Take your time and carefully reveal all
the intricate details of the dinosaur skeleton.

Cleaning and Inspection: Once the fossil is completely excavated, carefully brush4.
away any remaining plaster dust. Inspect your findings, marvel at the details, and
prepare for the next stage!

Creating Your 3D Dinosaur Models: Molding and
Painting

Once you've successfully excavated your three dinosaurs, the fun doesn't stop there! The
kit provides you with everything you need to create realistic 3D models.

Mixing the Plaster: Carefully follow the instructions for mixing the molding plaster.1.
It's crucial to get the consistency right to achieve a smooth, detailed model.

Molding the Fossil: Gently press the excavated fossil into the freshly mixed plaster,2.
ensuring complete coverage.

Drying Time: Allow the plaster to dry completely according to the instructions. This3.
is crucial for a strong and durable model.

Painting Your Masterpieces: Once dry, unleash your inner artist! Use the included4.
paints to meticulously paint your dinosaur models, bringing them to life with realistic
colors and textures.

Educational Value and Benefits

Beyond the sheer fun, the National Geographic Critter Molding Lab offers significant
educational value. Children learn about paleontology, archaeology, and the fascinating
world of dinosaurs. It fosters patience, fine motor skills, and creative expression. It's a
perfect way to combine learning and entertainment.



Troubleshooting Common Issues

While the National Geographic Critter Molding Lab is designed for ease of use, some
minor challenges might arise. Here are some tips for troubleshooting:

Plaster is too dry: Add a small amount of water to achieve the correct consistency.
Plaster is too wet: Add more plaster powder.
Fossil is damaged: Exercise extreme care during excavation. Use the brush more
frequently for delicate areas.
Paint is too thick: Add a drop of water to thin it out.

Where to Buy the National Geographic Critter Molding
Lab?

The National Geographic Critter Molding Lab is readily available at most major retailers,
both online and in physical stores. You can easily find it on Amazon, at educational supply
stores, and in many toy stores.

Conclusion

The National Geographic Critter Molding Lab offers a fantastic and educational
experience for budding paleontologists of all ages. From the thrill of the excavation to the
creative satisfaction of painting your own dinosaur models, this kit delivers a truly
immersive and engaging adventure. It's more than just a toy; it’s a gateway to a world of
discovery and scientific exploration. So, grab your chisel, unleash your inner
paleontologist, and prepare for a prehistoric adventure you won't soon forget!

FAQs

Is the National Geographic Critter Molding Lab suitable for young children? While1.
supervised adult assistance is always recommended, children aged 8 and up can
generally participate with guidance.

How long does the entire process take? The time required varies depending on the1.
child's age and patience, but expect to spend several hours across a few days.

Can I reuse the plaster after it's dried? No, the plaster hardens and can't be reused1.
once it's fully dried.



What kind of paints are included? The kit usually includes acrylic paints, known for1.
their vibrant colors and durability.

What if I break a fossil during excavation? While careful excavation is crucial, small1.
imperfections are perfectly acceptable. It adds to the uniqueness of the experience.
Consider it part of the paleontological process!
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