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Rick Warren's Purpose of Christmas: Unpacking
the True Meaning of the Season

Christmas. The twinkling lights, the festive carols, the overflowing feasts.
But beneath the surface glitter, what's the real meaning? For many, it's
become a whirlwind of commercialism, a blur of gift-giving and social
obligations. But pastor Rick Warren, author of the best-selling book The
Purpose Driven Life, offers a powerful and refreshing perspective on the true
purpose of Christmas, stripping away the superficial and unveiling the
profound spiritual significance of Christ's birth. This post delves deep into
Rick Warren's teachings on Christmas, exploring his insights on the reason
for the season and how understanding its true purpose can transform your
life. We'll examine his key messages, connect them to scripture, and help you
discover a deeper, more meaningful Christmas experience.

Beyond the Tinsel: Rick Warren's Core Message on
Christmas

Rick Warren, known for his focus on purpose-driven living, consistently
emphasizes that the heart of Christmas isn't about Santa Claus, presents, or
even the holiday spirit. Instead, it’s about the incarnation of God – the
profound moment when God, in the person of Jesus Christ, became human. This
isn't just a historical event; it’s a pivotal moment in human history, a
testament to God's immeasurable love and sacrifice. Warren emphasizes that
understanding this core truth is essential to experiencing the true joy and
meaning of Christmas. He argues that a superficial celebration, focused only
on the externals, misses the transformative power of the event.

The Incarnation: God's Radical Act of Love

Central to Warren’s perspective is the concept of the incarnation. He
highlights that God didn't send an angel, a prophet, or a powerful celestial
being. He came himself, humbling himself to become a vulnerable human baby
born in a stable. This act, according to Warren, is the ultimate expression
of God's love for humanity – a love so profound that it necessitated the
ultimate sacrifice. He often references scriptures like Philippians 2:5-11,
highlighting Jesus' willingness to become obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. This wasn't a passive act; it was a deliberate,
conscious choice, demonstrating the depth of God's commitment to redeeming
humanity.

The Purpose of Jesus' Birth: Redemption and
Reconciliation

Warren clearly links Jesus' birth to his ultimate purpose: redemption. He
argues that Jesus' arrival wasn't merely a nice story; it was the beginning
of a rescue mission. Through his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus
provided the path to reconciliation with God, bridging the gap created by



human sin. The birth in Bethlehem marked the initiation of a plan to restore
humanity's relationship with its Creator, a plan that culminates in salvation
offered to all who believe. This message resonates strongly with Warren's
emphasis on purpose, showing that Christ's birth wasn't an arbitrary event,
but the crucial first step in a divinely ordained plan.

Living a Purpose-Driven Christmas: Beyond Consumerism

Warren's message on Christmas serves as a powerful antidote to the rampant
consumerism often associated with the season. He challenges us to move beyond
the superficiality of gift-giving and festive decorations, urging us to focus
instead on the spiritual heart of the holiday. This means actively reflecting
on the significance of Jesus' birth, spending time in prayer and worship, and
engaging in acts of service and generosity, extending God's love to others. A
purpose-driven Christmas, according to Warren, is one that intentionally
connects our celebrations to the true meaning of Christ's arrival.

Connecting with the Community: The Social Aspect of
Christmas

Warren also emphasizes the importance of community during Christmas. He
advocates for celebrating not only with family and close friends but also
reaching out to those in need, demonstrating compassion and solidarity. He
often encourages acts of service, such as volunteering at local charities or
providing support to the less fortunate. This social aspect of Christmas
complements the spiritual dimension, emphasizing that true celebration
involves sharing the love and joy of Christ with the wider community.

A Renewed Perspective: Finding Meaning in the Season

Ultimately, Rick Warren's perspective on the purpose of Christmas offers a
refreshing and profound alternative to the often shallow commercialization of
the holiday season. By focusing on the incarnation, redemption, and the
radical love of God demonstrated through Jesus' birth, Warren encourages us
to rediscover the true meaning of Christmas and experience a deeper, more
meaningful celebration. He challenges us to move beyond superficial rituals
and embrace a life transformed by the message of hope and salvation found in
Jesus Christ. This perspective allows for a renewed appreciation for the
holiday, transforming it from a mere commercial event into a season of
spiritual reflection, gratitude, and genuine connection with God and others.

Conclusion:

Rick Warren’s message on the purpose of Christmas is a potent reminder to
reclaim the true meaning of the season. By focusing on the profound spiritual
significance of Christ's birth, his teachings encourage us to move beyond
commercialism and embrace a celebration filled with reflection, gratitude,
service, and a renewed connection with God. Let this Christmas be one of
deeper meaning and lasting impact.

FAQs:

Where can I find more of Rick Warren's teachings on Christmas? You can1.



find sermons and resources on the Saddleback Church website
(saddleback.com) and through various online Christian platforms.

How can I practically apply Rick Warren’s message to my own Christmas1.
celebration? Start by intentionally reflecting on the meaning of Jesus'
birth. Participate in acts of service, share the Gospel with others, and
spend quality time with loved ones focusing on gratitude and connection.

Does Rick Warren's message contradict traditional Christmas1.
celebrations? No, his message complements traditional celebrations by
providing a deeper understanding of their spiritual foundation. It
encourages a more purposeful and meaningful approach rather than
dismissing established traditions.

How can I prevent myself from getting caught up in the commercialism of1.
Christmas? Consciously set a budget, focus on experiences rather than
material gifts, and prioritize meaningful time with loved ones and acts
of service over shopping.

What is the most important takeaway from Rick Warren’s perspective on1.
Christmas? The most important takeaway is that Christmas is
fundamentally about the incarnation of God, demonstrating his
immeasurable love and offering salvation to humanity. This understanding
should guide our celebrations and our lives throughout the year.
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