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Scarborough Fair Fantasy Answer Key: Unlocking the

Mysteries of the Song

Are you baffled by the riddles in the haunting melody of "Scarborough Fair/Canticle"? Have you spent
hours searching for the elusive Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key only to come up short? Then
you've come to the right place! This comprehensive guide dives deep into the lyrics, exploring the
symbolism, potential answers, and the enduring fascination with this enigmatic folk song. We'll unravel
the mysteries, provide plausible solutions to the riddles, and finally, give you that satisfying sense of
accomplishment you've been craving. We'll even tackle some of the more obscure interpretations,

offering a truly in-depth Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key.

Understanding the Song's Structure and Context

Before we dive into the Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key, let's establish the context. "Scarborough
Fair" is a traditional English folk song with a complex history, incorporating elements of both medieval
ballads and later musical interpretations. Simon & Garfunkel's famous 1966 version popularized the
song, but it’s crucial to remember it's a reworking of an older, more complex piece. The song's
structure involves a series of seemingly impossible tasks presented as a parting gift (or perhaps a
curse) to a departing lover. This adds another layer of intrigue and contributes to the ongoing debate

surrounding the true meaning of the lyrics.

The Parsley, Sage, Rosemary, and Thyme Riddle: A Deep Dive

The most famous part of "Scarborough Fair" centers on the four herbs: parsley, sage, rosemary, and

thyme. The singer requests the lover bring back these herbs from Scarborough Fair, but each herb



carries a symbolic weight and presents a unique challenge. This is where many searches for a

Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key begin.

Parsley: Often associated with death and betrayal, requesting parsley could symbolize a test of loyalty.
Bringing back parsley without deceit might be interpreted as proving faithfulness.

Sage: Represents wisdom and immortality. The task of obtaining sage might represent a test of
intelligence or the ability to overcome obstacles.

Rosemary: A symbol of remembrance and fidelity. Acquiring rosemary could represent a test of the
lover's ability to cherish and remember their relationship.

Thyme: Associated with courage and strength. The task of getting thyme might represent a test of the

lover's resilience and determination.

There's no single, definitive Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key for these herbs. The beauty lies in
the symbolism and the potential for multiple interpretations. The singer's intent could be a genuine

challenge, a test of love, or even a subtle way of ending the relationship.

The "Tell Me On What You Think" Riddle: A Question of Honesty

Another challenging aspect of the song lies in the verses that request the lover to ask others to reveal
their thoughts, specifically, “Tell me on what you think.” This isn't a straightforward request for a
specific answer. Instead, it’s a probe into honesty and the potential complexities of human

relationships.

The impossibility lies in the inherent difficulty of knowing someone else’s true thoughts. There is no
single Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key that satisfies this request. The singer might be testing the

lover’s ability to navigate social complexities and understand the nuances of human interaction.

Beyond the Herbs: Unpacking Deeper Symbolism

The riddles in "Scarborough Fair" extend beyond the herbs. The location itself — Scarborough Fair -

adds another layer of meaning. Scarborough was a bustling medieval port town, and the fair itself



likely represented a marketplace of both goods and social interactions. The setting suggests a world of

commerce, deception, and hidden truths, all adding to the song's cryptic nature.

The very act of giving these seemingly impossible tasks can be seen as a metaphorical representation
of the complexities of relationships. The challenges posed are not meant to be solved literally, but
rather to illuminate the complexities and unspoken expectations within a romantic connection. This
adds another layer to the search for a Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key: the recognition that

perhaps there isn't a literal key, but a metaphorical understanding.

The Elusive "Scarborough Fair Fantasy Answer Key'": A Conclusion

The quest for a Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key isn’t about finding a single, definitive solution.
Instead, it's about engaging with the song's ambiguity, exploring its symbolism, and considering the
various interpretations that emerge. The song's power lies in its open-ended nature, prompting
listeners to engage in their own thoughtful interpretations. This allows for a deeper appreciation of the
song's enduring appeal and mysterious charm. The true answer lies in the journey of understanding,

not in a definitive solution.

FAQs

1. Are there multiple interpretations of the Scarborough Fair riddles? Absolutely! The beauty of the
song lies in its open-ended nature, allowing for multiple interpretations based on individual

perspectives and cultural contexts.

1. Is there a single, correct "Scarborough Fair fantasy answer key"? No, there is no single,
universally accepted answer. The song's power lies in its ambiguity and the opportunity for

personal interpretation.



1. What is the significance of the setting, Scarborough Fair? The setting adds to the song's

enigmatic charm, suggesting a world of commerce, deception, and hidden truths.

1. How does the symbolism of the herbs contribute to the song's meaning? Each herb carries
symbolic weight (parsley, sage, rosemary, and thyme), adding layers of meaning to the riddles

and the overall message of the song.

1. What is the ultimate message of "Scarborough Fair"? The ultimate message is open to
interpretation but could center on the complexities of relationships, the challenges of

communication, and the inherent difficulties in achieving perfect understanding.
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