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Subject Verb Agreement Worksheets: Answers and
Mastering the Basics

Are you struggling with subject-verb agreement? Feeling frustrated trying to match singular subjects
with singular verbs and plural subjects with plural verbs? You're not alone! Subject-verb agreement
can be tricky, but mastering it is crucial for clear and effective writing. This comprehensive guide
provides you with a wealth of information, including answers to common subject-verb agreement
worksheets, helpful tips, and practice exercises to solidify your understanding. We'll cover everything
from basic rules to more complex scenarios, ensuring you'll confidently tackle any subject-verb
agreement challenge. Let's dive in and conquer those pesky grammatical hurdles!

Understanding the Fundamentals of Subject-Verb Agreement

Before we jump into the answers, let's quickly review the core concept: subject-verb agreement
means that the verb in a sentence must agree in number (singular or plural) with its subject. A
singular subject takes a singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural verb.

Example:

Singular: The dog barks loudly. (Singular subject "dog," singular verb "barks")
Plural: The dogs bark loudly. (Plural subject "dogs," plural verb "bark")

Seems simple, right? However, things get a little more complicated when we introduce intervening
phrases, compound subjects, collective nouns, and inverted sentence structures. Let's explore these
complexities.

Subject-Verb Agreement Worksheets: Answers to Common
Challenges

Now, let's tackle some common scenarios found in subject-verb agreement worksheets. Remember,
these are examples, and the exact wording in your worksheet might vary slightly. The key is
understanding the underlying grammatical principles.

Scenario 1: Intervening Phrases

Often, phrases inserted between the subject and verb can be confusing. These phrases don't affect
the subject-verb agreement.

Worksheet Example: The bouquet of flowers on the table smells amazing.

Answer: The subject is "bouquet," which is singular, requiring the singular verb "smells." The phrase
"of flowers on the table" is descriptive but doesn't change the number of the subject.



Scenario 2: Compound Subjects Joined by "And"

When two or more subjects are joined by "and," they generally take a plural verb.

Worksheet Example: My sister and brother are going to the park.

Answer: The compound subject "sister and brother" is plural, requiring the plural verb "are."

Exception: If the compound subject refers to a single entity, it takes a singular verb.

Worksheet Example: Peanut butter and jelly is my favorite sandwich.

Scenario 3: Compound Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor"

With subjects joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the subject closest to it.

Worksheet Example: Neither the cats nor the dog wants to go outside.

Answer: The verb "wants" agrees with the closest subject, "dog," which is singular.

Worksheet Example: Either the dog or the cats want to go outside.

Answer: The verb "want" agrees with the closest subject, "cats," which is plural.

Scenario 4: Collective Nouns

Collective nouns (e.g., team, family, group) can be tricky. They can be singular or plural depending on
whether they refer to the group as a single unit or to the individual members.

Worksheet Example: The team plays well together. (Team acting as a single unit – singular verb)

Worksheet Example: The team are arguing amongst themselves. (Team referring to individual
members – plural verb)

Scenario 5: Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, someone, anybody) are usually singular.

Worksheet Example: Everyone is invited to the party.

Scenario 6: Subjects with "Each," "Every," or "One"

When subjects begin with "each," "every," or "one," they usually take a singular verb.

Worksheet Example: Each student has completed the assignment.



Scenario 7: Inverted Sentence Structure

In sentences with inverted structures (where the verb comes before the subject), it's crucial to
identify the subject correctly to ensure proper agreement.

Worksheet Example: There are many birds in the tree. (Subject is "birds," plural verb "are")

Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

Identify the subject: Carefully determine the subject of the sentence before choosing a verb.
Ignore intervening phrases: Don't let phrases between the subject and verb confuse you.
Focus on the core subject: Consider the main subject, disregarding modifying clauses or phrases.
Practice regularly: The more you practice, the easier it will become to identify and correct errors.
Use online resources: There are many websites and apps offering subject-verb agreement exercises
and explanations.

Beyond the Worksheets: Continued Practice and Improvement

While worksheets offer a structured approach to learning subject-verb agreement, real-world
application is key. Try incorporating these practices into your daily routine:

Proofread your writing: Pay close attention to subject-verb agreement when editing your own work.
Read widely: Observing how authors use subject-verb agreement in their writing can enhance your
understanding.
Seek feedback: Ask others to review your writing and provide feedback on your subject-verb
agreement.

Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement is a crucial step toward becoming a confident and skilled writer. By
understanding the fundamental rules and practicing regularly, you can overcome the challenges
posed by complex sentence structures and achieve grammatical accuracy in your writing. Remember
to consistently review the rules, practice with various exercises, and seek feedback to refine your
skills. With dedication and practice, you'll confidently navigate the intricacies of subject-verb
agreement.

FAQs

What are some common mistakes made in subject-verb agreement? Common mistakes include1.
misidentifying the subject, ignoring intervening phrases, and incorrectly handling collective
nouns and compound subjects.

Are there any exceptions to the rules of subject-verb agreement? Yes, some exceptions exist,1.
particularly with collective nouns and certain indefinite pronouns. Context plays a crucial role in



determining the correct verb form in such cases.

How can I improve my subject-verb agreement skills quickly? Focus on consistent practice with1.
worksheets and real-world writing, actively seeking feedback and correcting errors.

Where can I find more subject-verb agreement practice materials? Numerous online resources,1.
grammar textbooks, and educational websites provide ample practice exercises and quizzes.

Is there a specific resource you recommend for learning more about subject-verb agreement?1.
While I cannot endorse specific commercial products, a simple online search for "subject-verb
agreement exercises" will reveal a wealth of free resources and interactive tools.
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