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Task-Based Language Teaching Nunan: A Deep
Dive into Communicative Competence

Are you a language teacher looking for effective, engaging methods to boost your students'
fluency and communicative skills? Then you've come to the right place. This comprehensive
guide delves into Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT), specifically exploring David
Nunan's significant contributions to the field. We'll uncover the core principles of Nunan's
approach, dissect its practical applications, explore its advantages and limitations, and
provide you with actionable strategies you can implement in your classroom immediately.
Get ready to transform your language teaching!

Understanding Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT)

Task-Based Language Teaching, as its name suggests, centers learning around the
completion of communicative tasks. Unlike traditional grammar-translation or audio-lingual
methods, TBLT prioritizes meaningful interaction and authentic language use. Students
aren't just memorizing vocabulary or practicing grammar drills; they're using the language
to achieve a specific goal. This goal-oriented approach fosters a more natural and engaging
learning experience.

Think of it this way: Instead of rote memorization of verb conjugations, students might plan
a trip, write a complaint letter, or negotiate a deal - all while naturally integrating the
grammar they're learning. This makes the learning process more relevant and memorable.

Nunan's Contributions to Task-Based Language
Teaching

David Nunan, a leading figure in applied linguistics and language teaching methodology,
has significantly shaped our understanding and application of TBLT. His research and
publications have provided a robust theoretical framework and practical guidelines for
implementing effective task-based lessons. Nunan's work emphasizes:

Learner-centeredness: Nunan advocates for a learner-centered approach where students'
needs and interests guide the selection and design of tasks. This personalized approach
maximizes engagement and motivation.

Authenticity: Nunan stresses the importance of using authentic tasks - tasks that reflect
real-world communication scenarios. This ensures students encounter the language in its
natural context, enhancing their comprehension and fluency.

Focus on communicative competence: Nunan's work highlights the development of
communicative competence, encompassing linguistic, sociolinguistic, discourse, and



strategic competence. This holistic approach ensures students can not only produce
grammatically correct sentences but also use language appropriately in various social
contexts.

Pre-task, task cycle, and language focus: Nunan's model typically involves a pre-task phase
(introducing vocabulary and relevant language), the task cycle (carrying out the task), and
a language focus phase (analyzing language used during the task). This structured
approach facilitates both fluency and accuracy.

Flexibility and adaptation: Nunan emphasizes the importance of adapting tasks to the
specific needs and levels of the learners. This adaptive approach ensures the tasks remain
challenging yet achievable, promoting student success.

Designing Effective Tasks: Nunan's Principles in Action

Designing effective tasks is crucial for successful TBLT. Nunan’s work provides valuable
insights into this process:

Clarity of purpose: Students must understand the objective of the task. Clearly defined
goals ensure focus and engagement.

Task complexity: Tasks should be appropriately challenging, pushing students to use their
language skills while remaining achievable.

Task authenticity: The task should reflect real-world communication situations, using
authentic materials and scenarios whenever possible.

Opportunities for interaction: Tasks should promote interaction among students, allowing
for collaborative learning and peer feedback.

Assessment considerations: Tasks should be designed with assessment in mind. This allows
teachers to effectively monitor student progress and identify areas for improvement.

Advantages and Limitations of Nunan's TBLT Approach

Like any methodology, TBLT has its strengths and weaknesses. Understanding these
aspects is crucial for effective implementation:

Advantages:

Increased student motivation: The focus on communicative tasks makes learning more
engaging and relevant.

Improved fluency: Students develop fluency through extensive practice in authentic
communication.

Enhanced communicative competence: TBLT addresses all aspects of communicative
competence, leading to holistic language development.

Development of collaborative skills: Tasks often involve group work, promoting teamwork
and collaboration.



Limitations:

Time-consuming: Planning and implementing TBLT lessons can be more time-consuming
than traditional methods.

Requires careful task design: Creating effective tasks requires careful consideration of
learner needs and learning objectives.

Potential for off-task behavior: Without proper management, students might stray from the
task’s objective.

Assessment challenges: Assessing student performance in TBLT can be more complex than
assessing traditional exercises.

Implementing Nunan's TBLT in Your Classroom:
Practical Tips

Here are some practical tips to integrate Nunan's principles into your teaching:

Start small: Begin with simple tasks and gradually increase complexity.

Use a variety of tasks: Employ different task types to cater to diverse learning styles and
interests.

Provide clear instructions: Ensure students understand the task's objective and how to
complete it.

Encourage student interaction: Promote collaboration and peer feedback.

Provide timely feedback: Offer constructive feedback to help students improve their
performance.

Reflect and adapt: Regularly evaluate the effectiveness of your tasks and adjust your
approach as needed.

Conclusion

David Nunan's contributions to Task-Based Language Teaching have revolutionized
language education. By emphasizing learner-centeredness, authenticity, and
communicative competence, Nunan's approach fosters a more engaging and effective
learning environment. While requiring careful planning and implementation, the benefits of
TBLT - increased student motivation, improved fluency, and enhanced communicative
competence - make it a powerful tool for any language teacher. Embrace the principles
outlined in this guide, adapt them to your context, and watch your students flourish.

FAQs

1. How does Nunan's TBLT differ from other communicative approaches? While other
communicative approaches emphasize interaction, Nunan's TBLT specifically
structures learning around the completion of meaningful tasks, placing a stronger
emphasis on the pre-task, task cycle, and language focus stages.



1. Is TBLT suitable for all language levels? Yes, but tasks need to be adapted to the
learners' proficiency. Begin with simpler tasks for lower levels and gradually increase
complexity.

1. How can | assess student learning in a TBLT context? Assessment can involve
observation of task performance, analysis of student language production, and self
and peer assessment. Rubrics can be helpful for standardizing evaluation.

1. What types of tasks are suitable for TBLT? Numerous task types are suitable, including
information-gap activities, problem-solving tasks, opinion-sharing activities, and role-
plays. Choose tasks relevant to students' interests and learning objectives.

1. Where can | find more resources on Nunan's TBLT? You can explore Nunan's
numerous publications, including "Task-Based Language Teaching" and "Designing
Tasks for the Communicative Classroom." Additionally, numerous online resources
and articles offer further insights into this methodology.

Additional Resources
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