teaching music through performance in choir
3

Teaching Music Through Performance in Choir: Level 3
- Mastering the Stage

Are you a choir director ready to take your students to the next level? Have you already tackled the
basics of vocal technique and sight-reading, and now crave a more dynamic, performance-focused
approach? This comprehensive guide dives deep into the art of teaching music through performance
in choir at Level 3, focusing on refining skills, building confidence, and delivering truly memorable
performances. We'll explore advanced techniques, practical strategies, and proven methods to
transform your choir into a polished, expressive ensemble ready to command the stage. Get ready to
unlock your students' full potential and experience the exhilarating rewards of a truly outstanding
choral performance!

I. Building Upon Fundamentals: Refining Vocal Technique and
Musicianship

Before diving into advanced performance strategies, it’s crucial to solidify fundamental skills. Level
3 choir students should already possess a strong grasp of basic vocal techniques, including breath
control, posture, diction, and sight-reading. However, at this level, the focus shifts from simply
having these skills to mastering and refining them.

Advanced Vocal Technique: Introduce more challenging vocal exercises focusing on resonance,
agility, and vocal blend. Explore techniques like legato phrasing, staccato articulation, and vocal
dynamics with greater nuance. Consider incorporating vocal warm-ups specifically designed to
address common performance-related issues like breath support during long phrases or maintaining
even tone across different vocal ranges.

Enhanced Musicianship: Go beyond basic rhythmic and melodic understanding. Introduce concepts
like phrasing, articulation, and expression in greater depth. Work on interpretive skills, encouraging
students to understand the emotional content of the music and communicate it effectively through
their performance. Analyze musical scores together, discussing the composer's intent and identifying
key expressive moments. Develop their listening skills by having students actively critique their own
and others' performances, focusing on musicality and expression.

I1. Advanced Rehearsal Techniques for Performance Success

Effective rehearsal techniques are crucial at this level. Move beyond simple repetition and embrace
strategies that cultivate musicality, collaboration, and stage presence.

Sectional Rehearsals: Utilize sectional rehearsals to address specific challenges within each voice
part. This allows for focused attention on individual parts and helps to strengthen individual skill



while allowing for detailed feedback specific to each voice section.

Dynamic Rehearsal Strategies: Experiment with different rehearsal techniques, such as conducting
silent rehearsals to focus on listening and intonation, or using recordings to analyze performance
quality. Incorporate technology - use recording software to help students hear themselves and
identify areas needing improvement.

Performance Simulations: Create realistic performance scenarios during rehearsals. This could
involve conducting mock performances in the actual performance venue, if possible, or simulating
different performance challenges, such as dealing with technical difficulties or unexpected audience
reactions. This builds confidence and resilience under pressure.

II1. Stagecraft and Performance Presentation

Moving beyond merely singing well, Level 3 choir requires a strong emphasis on stage presence and
performance etiquette.

Stage Presence and Movement: Teach basic stage movement and choreography that enhances the
musical performance. Even subtle movements can greatly impact the overall effect. Consider the
visual storytelling aspect of performance.

Microphone Technique: If using microphones, dedicate time to proper microphone technique to
ensure clear and consistent sound. Teach students how to properly position the microphone and
maintain appropriate distance for optimal sound quality.

Performance Etiquette: Instill professionalism and good stage manners. This includes proper

bowing, accepting applause gracefully, and maintaining composure during unforeseen
circumstances.

IV. Choosing Repertoire: Challenging Yet Achievable

Selecting the right repertoire is critical. At this level, the pieces should challenge the students while
remaining attainable with dedicated effort.

Variety of Styles and Eras: Expose students to a wide range of musical styles and historical periods.
This broadens their musical understanding and builds versatility.

Complexity and Vocal Range: Select pieces that push the choir's technical capabilities while
remaining within their comfort zone. Gradual increase in complexity helps build confidence and

refine skills.

Student Engagement: Involve students in the repertoire selection process, fostering ownership and
excitement. This increases student engagement and motivation.

V. Assessment and Feedback: A Continuous Process

Regular assessment and feedback are essential to monitor progress and guide improvement.



Formal Assessments: Conduct formal assessments throughout the rehearsal process, using rubrics
to evaluate various aspects of the performance, including vocal technique, musicianship, stage
presence, and overall artistry.

Informal Feedback: Provide regular informal feedback during rehearsals, focusing on both individual
and group performance. Constructive criticism should be delivered in a supportive manner to
encourage improvement.

Self-Assessment: Encourage self-assessment and peer-assessment to enhance critical listening and
improve self-awareness.

Conclusion

Teaching music through performance in choir at Level 3 demands a multifaceted approach,
combining refined vocal technique, advanced rehearsal strategies, sophisticated stagecraft, and
meticulous repertoire selection. By implementing the techniques and strategies outlined in this
guide, you can transform your choir into a dynamic and expressive ensemble capable of delivering
truly memorable and impactful performances. Remember, the journey to mastering performance is a
continuous process of learning, growth, and collaborative exploration. Embrace the challenges,
celebrate the successes, and enjoy the incredible rewards of witnessing your students blossom as
confident and skilled musicians.

FAQs

1. How can I incorporate technology effectively into Level 3 choir rehearsals? Technology can be
used for recording performances for analysis, creating backing tracks, using online
collaboration tools for sharing scores and materials, and providing access to diverse musical
resources.

1. What are some effective strategies for managing stage fright in Level 3 choir students?
Techniques like deep breathing exercises, visualization, positive self-talk, and simulated
performance situations can significantly reduce stage fright.

1. How can I balance the need for technical precision with artistic expression in Level 3 choir?
Find a balance by focusing on the emotional intent behind the music while maintaining
technical accuracy. Encourage students to express themselves within the framework of
musical precision.

1. How can I ensure all voices within the choir are heard and valued at Level 3? Utilize sectional
rehearsals, individual coaching, and provide opportunities for solo or small-group



performances to showcase individual talents and build confidence.

1. What resources are available for finding appropriate Level 3 choir repertoire? Explore choral
music publishers' catalogs, online music databases, and consider commissioning original
works tailored to your choir's capabilities. Look for pieces with diverse styles and challenges.

Additional Resources
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