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The Man Who Came to Dinner: A Play Script Deep Dive

Are you searching high and low for a copy of the The Man Who Came to Dinner play script? Perhaps
you're a theatre enthusiast planning a production, a student tackling a literary analysis, or simply a
curious reader eager to delve into this classic comedic masterpiece. Whatever your reason, you’ve
come to the right place. This comprehensive guide not only provides you with access to readily
available script resources but also dives deep into the play's context, characters, and enduring
appeal, making it the ultimate resource for anyone interested in Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman's
hilarious creation. Let's get started!

Understanding "The Man Who Came to Dinner": A Brief
Overview

Before we delve into finding the script, let's set the stage. The Man Who Came to Dinner, first
performed in 1939, is a witty and satirical comedy that skewers the pretensions of high society and
the absurdities of celebrity culture. The play centers around Sheridan Whiteside, a flamboyant and
wildly successful, yet incredibly self-absorbed, radio personality. After a disastrous fall on the icy
steps of a suburban Ohio home, he becomes an uninvited, yet impossible-to-remove, houseguest,
wreaking havoc on the unsuspecting Stanley family. His outrageous behavior, stinging insults, and
general chaos make for a riotous and unforgettable theatrical experience.

Where to Find "The Man Who Came to Dinner" Play Script:
Accessing the Text

Finding a complete and legal copy of The Man Who Came to Dinner play script requires careful
navigation. Unlike some works in the public domain, readily available, free copies online are often
incomplete or of questionable legality. Here are some reliable avenues to explore:

Online Retailers (Amazon, etc.): These platforms offer both print and digital versions of the script.
While you'll have to pay, you can be confident in the accuracy and completeness of the text. Search
for "The Man Who Came to Dinner play script" to find various editions. Look for reputable publishers
to ensure quality.

Academic Databases: If you have access to academic databases through a university or library,
search their catalogs. They often contain full-text versions of plays, especially those with significant
literary merit.

Used Bookstores (Online and Brick-and-Mortar): These are great places to find reasonably priced hard
copies of the script. Searching for "The Man Who Came to Dinner script" on used bookstore websites
can yield surprising results.

Caution: Always be wary of websites offering free downloads of copyrighted material. Downloading



illegal copies is unethical and could expose you to malware or other security risks. Paying for a
legitimate copy ensures you're supporting the authors' legacy and obtaining a high-quality text.

Key Characters and Their Roles in the Play

The success of The Man Who Came to Dinner hinges on its memorable cast of characters. Each
character is meticulously crafted to represent a specific societal archetype, contributing to the play's
satirical edge.

Sheridan Whiteside: The central character, a wildly successful but obnoxious radio personality. His
ego, sharp wit, and chaotic behavior fuel the majority of the play's comedic moments.

Mrs. Stanley: The kind but ultimately overwhelmed hostess who initially welcomes Whiteside and
bears the brunt of his outrageous behavior.

Mr. Stanley: Mrs. Stanley's well-meaning but somewhat hapless husband.

Miss Preen: Whiteside's long-suffering secretary, who must constantly manage his erratic behavior
and demands.

Beverly Carlton: A charming and sophisticated actress who is drawn into Whiteside's orbit and
becomes entangled in his antics.

The supporting cast: Includes a colorful array of other characters, each with their own eccentricities
and quirks, further amplifying the play's comedic chaos.

Understanding these characters and their dynamics is crucial for fully appreciating the play's humor
and satire.

The Enduring Appeal of "The Man Who Came to Dinner"

The play's enduring popularity isn't just due to its hilarious dialogue and larger-than-life characters. It
also speaks to timeless themes that continue to resonate with audiences today:

The absurdity of fame and celebrity: Whiteside’s overblown ego and the fawning attention he receives
serve as a biting satire of celebrity culture, a phenomenon that has only grown more prevalent since
the play's premiere.

The complexities of human relationships: The play explores various relationships – familial, romantic,
professional – highlighting their intricacies and often humorous tensions.

The clash between high society and everyday life: The contrast between the sophisticated Whiteside
and the relatively ordinary Stanley family creates comedic friction and social commentary.

Wit and wordplay: The play is brimming with clever dialogue, puns, and witty insults, providing
endless entertainment for the audience.

These elements combine to create a play that is both laugh-out-loud funny and surprisingly insightful,



ensuring its continued relevance and appeal for generations to come.

Conclusion

Finding a copy of The Man Who Came to Dinner play script might require a little effort, but the
rewards are significant. This classic comedy offers a sharp and witty look at human nature and the
absurdities of life, making it a rewarding experience for readers and theatergoers alike. Whether
you're planning a production, studying the play for academic purposes, or simply seeking a hilarious
read, securing a legal copy and immersing yourself in this theatrical masterpiece is highly
recommended.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Is "The Man Who Came to Dinner" in the public domain? No, the copyright is still held by the1.
estates of the authors, so you need to purchase a legal copy.

Are there different versions of the play script? While the core story remains consistent, minor1.
variations might exist across different editions due to adaptation or directorial choices.

What are some common themes explored in the play? The play explores themes of celebrity,1.
societal class differences, the nature of fame, and the complexities of human relationships.

Is the play suitable for all ages? Some of the humor might be considered mature due to its1.
satirical nature and occasional suggestive dialogue. Parental guidance may be advised for
younger audiences.

Where can I find information on past productions of "The Man Who Came to Dinner"? You can1.
explore online theatrical databases, review archives, and library resources for details on
previous stagings. Many university archives may also contain production records.
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