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The Road to American Independence CommonLit
Answer Key: A Comprehensive Guide

Are you struggling with the CommonLit assignment on "The Road to American
Independence"? Feeling overwhelmed by the questions and unsure of your
answers? You're not alone! Many students find this historical period complex
and challenging. This comprehensive guide provides not just answers, but a
deeper understanding of the key events, figures, and arguments that led to
the American Revolution. We'll explore the CommonLit text, provide insightful
answers to the accompanying questions, and equip you to ace your assignment
while truly grasping the significance of this pivotal moment in American
history. This isn't just about getting the right answers; it's about
understanding why those answers are correct.

Understanding the Context: Setting the Stage for
Independence

Before diving into the CommonLit questions, let's establish a strong
foundation. "The Road to American Independence" likely examines the growing
tensions between Great Britain and its thirteen American colonies. This
period was fraught with complex political, economic, and social issues that
ultimately led to the colonies declaring their independence. Key factors
often explored include:

Taxation without Representation: The British government imposed numerous
taxes on the colonies (Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Tea Act) without giving the
colonists a voice in Parliament. This ignited fierce protests and fueled the
cry of "No taxation without representation!"”

Restriction of Colonial Rights: Britain increasingly sought to control
colonial trade and governance, imposing restrictions that colonists perceived
as a violation of their liberties. This included the Quartering Act, which
forced colonists to house British soldiers.

Influence of Enlightenment Ideals: Philosophers like John Locke profoundly
influenced colonial thought. Locke's ideas about natural rights, popular
sovereignty, and the right to revolution provided a philosophical
justification for challenging British rule.

Growing Colonial Identity: Over time, a distinct American identity emerged,
separate from British identity. This sense of shared experience and common



purpose fostered a desire for self-governance.

Understanding these factors is crucial for interpreting the text and
answering the CommonLit questions accurately.

CommonLit Questions and In-Depth Answers: A Step-by-
Step Approach

This section will address common questions found in the CommonLit assignment.
Because I don't have access to the specific text you're using, I'll provide a
framework for answering questions based on the typical content covered in
exploring the road to American independence. Remember to replace these
examples with your actual questions from the CommonLit assignment.

Example Question 1: What were the main grievances of the American colonists
against Great Britain?

Answer: The colonists' main grievances stemmed from a combination of unfair
taxation without representation, restrictions on their freedoms and autonomy,
and a perceived violation of their natural rights as Englishmen. Specific
examples include the Stamp Act, which taxed printed materials, and the
Townshend Acts, which imposed duties on goods like tea. The colonists felt
these acts were unjust and violated their rights to self-governance.

Example Question 2: How did Enlightenment thinkers influence the American
Revolution?

Answer: Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke profoundly shaped the
colonists' thinking. Locke's concept of natural rights-life, liberty, and
property—provided a powerful justification for rebelling against a government
that infringed upon those rights. The colonists argued that the British
government had violated their natural rights through oppressive taxation and
policies, thus justifying their revolution.

Example Question 3: Discuss the significance of events like the Boston Tea
Party.

Answer: The Boston Tea Party was a pivotal event that escalated tensions
between Great Britain and the colonies. It was a dramatic act of defiance
against the Tea Act, demonstrating the colonists' unwavering resistance to
British policies. The British responded with punitive measures, further
inflaming the conflict and pushing the colonies closer to revolution.

Example Question 4: Analyze the role of key figures like Samuel Adams or
Patrick Henry.

Answer: Figures like Samuel Adams and Patrick Henry played crucial roles in
mobilizing colonial resistance. Adams was a key figure in organizing the Sons
of Liberty and promoting revolutionary sentiment. Henry's fiery speeches,
such as his "Give me liberty or give me death!" address, inspired colonists



to fight for independence. Their contributions were vital in shaping public
opinion and galvanizing support for the revolution.

Beyond the Answers: Developing a Deeper
Understanding

The true value of this assignment lies not just in finding the correct
answers but in understanding the underlying historical context and the
complex interplay of factors that led to the American Revolution. By engaging
with the material critically and asking yourself "why" behind each event,
you'll develop a much more profound understanding of this important period in
American history. Consider further research on topics that particularly
interest you, such as the role of women in the revolution or the
contributions of enslaved people.

Conclusion

Mastering the "Road to American Independence" CommonLit assignment requires a
comprehensive approach. This guide aimed to equip you not only with answers
but also with a deeper understanding of the historical context, allowing you
to confidently tackle similar assignments and build a strong foundation in
American history. Remember, the process of learning and understanding is far
more valuable than simply obtaining the correct answers.

FAQs

1. What if my CommonLit questions are different? This guide provides a
framework. Adapt the strategies and the historical context explained to
your specific questions.

1. Are there other resources I can use to supplement my understanding? Yes!
Explore reputable websites like the National Archives, biographies of
key figures, and academic articles on the American Revolution.

1. How can I improve my essay writing skills related to this topic?
Practice writing clear and concise arguments, supporting your claims
with evidence from the text and your research.

1. What are some common mistakes students make when answering these types



of questions? Oversimplifying complex historical events and failing to
support claims with evidence are common mistakes.

1. Where can I find additional CommonLit answer keys? While I cannot
endorse using pre-made answer keys, exploring reputable educational
websites or collaborating with classmates can offer helpful
perspectives. However, always prioritize understanding the material over
finding pre-made solutions.
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