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The Yellow Wallpaper CommonLit Assessment
Answers: A Comprehensive Guide

Are you struggling with the CommonLit assessment for Charlotte Perkins
Gilman's chilling short story, "The Yellow Wallpaper"? Feeling overwhelmed by
the questions and unsure of the best way to approach them? You're not alone!
This comprehensive guide provides insightful answers and analysis to help you
ace your CommonLit assessment on "The Yellow Wallpaper." We'll dissect the
story's key themes, symbolism, and character development, giving you the
tools you need to not just answer the questions correctly but also understand
the story's enduring power. We’ll go beyond simple answers, providing the
reasoning behind each interpretation and helping you develop your critical
thinking skills. Let's dive in!

Understanding the Narrative and its Impact

Before we delve into specific CommonLit assessment questions, let's establish
a strong foundation. "The Yellow Wallpaper" is a semi-autobiographical story
that explores the restrictive societal expectations placed upon women in the
late 19th century. The narrator, confined to a room with unsettling yellow
wallpaper, experiences a debilitating mental decline as her prescribed "rest
cure" ironically exacerbates her condition. The story’s power lies in its
subtle yet effective portrayal of female oppression, the limitations of
medical understanding at the time, and the psychological toll of enforced
isolation. Understanding these overarching themes is crucial to successfully
navigating the CommonLit assessment.

CommonLit Assessment Question Types & Approaches

CommonLit assessments often employ a variety of question types. Expect
questions that test your understanding of:

Plot and character development: Questions will explore the narrator’s mental
state, her relationship with her physician husband John, and the progression
of her descent into madness. For example, you might be asked to analyze how
the wallpaper’s significance changes throughout the story, or explain the
narrator’s evolving relationship with John.

Themes and symbolism: "The Yellow Wallpaper" is rich with symbolism. The
wallpaper itself, the room’s confinement, and the narrator's increasingly
erratic behavior all contribute to the story's deeper meaning. Be prepared to



interpret these symbols and connect them to larger themes of societal
expectations, female oppression, and the dangers of patriarchal control.

Literary devices: Pay attention to Gilman's use of literary devices such as
first-person narration, imagery, and foreshadowing. Understanding how these
techniques enhance the narrative and contribute to the overall impact of the
story is essential.

Inference and interpretation: Many questions will require you to infer
meaning from the text, drawing conclusions based on evidence and textual
clues. Don’t just look for explicitly stated answers; actively engage with
the text to deduce implied meanings.

Analyzing Key Themes: A Deeper Dive

To excel in the CommonLit assessment, let's explore some of the central
themes in greater detail:

The Rest Cure and its Ironic Consequences: The story critiques the "rest
cure," a popular treatment for women's "nervous disorders" at the time. The
assessment might ask you to analyze how this treatment ironically contributes
to the narrator's deteriorating mental health. Consider the lack of agency
afforded to the narrator and how her confinement exacerbates her condition.

Female Oppression and Patriarchy: The narrator is systematically silenced and
controlled by her husband, John. This reflects the broader societal
limitations imposed on women. Expect questions about the ways in which John's
actions demonstrate patriarchal control and the resulting impact on the
narrator's mental and emotional well-being.

Symbolism of the Yellow Wallpaper: The yellow wallpaper is not merely a piece
of décor; it is a powerful symbol representing the narrator's confinement,
her repressed creativity, and her descent into madness. The assessment will
likely test your understanding of how the wallpaper's visual description and
the narrator's evolving interpretation reflect her psychological state.
Consider the changing patterns and the narrator’s growing obsession.

The Importance of Artistic Expression: The narrator's forbidden journaling
becomes a crucial form of self-expression and resistance against her
silencing. The CommonLit assessment might explore how writing acts as a form
of rebellion and a means of reclaiming her agency in the face of oppressive
circumstances.

Preparing for the Assessment: Effective Strategies

Thorough Reading and Annotation: Actively engage with the text. Annotate key
passages, identify significant symbols, and note the narrator’s emotional
shifts.



Understanding the Historical Context: Researching the historical context of
the story, including the prevalent medical practices and societal
expectations of women in the late 19th century, will significantly enhance
your understanding.

Practicing Critical Thinking: Focus on analyzing the text and forming your
own interpretations, supported by evidence from the story.

Reviewing CommonLit’s Tips and Resources: CommonLit provides helpful
resources and study guides. Utilize these to further enhance your
understanding and improve your assessment performance.

Conclusion

Mastering the CommonLit assessment for "The Yellow Wallpaper" requires a
nuanced understanding of the story's plot, characters, themes, and symbolism.
By carefully analyzing the text, exploring the historical context, and honing
your critical thinking skills, you can confidently approach the assessment
and achieve a successful outcome. Remember to focus on the intricate details,
the underlying themes, and the powerful impact of Gilman's masterful
storytelling.

FAQs

Are there model answers for the CommonLit assessment on "The Yellow1.
Wallpaper"? No, there aren't publicly available model answers. The
assessment focuses on your comprehension and critical thinking skills,
not rote memorization.

How many questions are typically on the CommonLit assessment for this1.
story? The number of questions can vary, depending on the specific
assessment version.

What type of questions should I expect beyond multiple choice? You might1.
encounter short-answer questions requiring textual evidence to support
your responses and potentially even essay-style questions analyzing
specific themes or characters.

Is it okay to use outside resources to help me understand the story1.
better before taking the assessment? Yes, using reputable sources to



gain a deeper understanding of the historical context, literary devices,
or thematic elements can be beneficial. Just ensure you cite any
external information appropriately.

If I struggle with a question, should I guess or leave it blank? It’s1.
generally better to make an educated guess than to leave a question
blank, unless you're entirely unsure. Eliminate obviously incorrect
options and choose the answer that seems most logical based on your
understanding of the text.
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