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They Say / | Say: With Readings, 5th Edition — Your Guide to

Mastering Academic Argument

Are you staring down the barrel of another essay, thesis, or research paper, feeling overwhelmed by
the sheer pressure of constructing a compelling argument? Do you wish there was a roadmap to
navigate the complexities of academic writing, helping you confidently express your ideas while
engaging with existing scholarship? Then you've come to the right place! This comprehensive guide
dives deep into Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein's incredibly popular text, "They Say / | Say: With
Readings, 5th Edition," exploring its key concepts and showing you how to apply them to elevate your
academic writing. We'll break down its core principles, examine its practical applications, and equip

you with the tools to confidently craft persuasive and well-supported arguments.

Understanding the "They Say / | Say" Framework

At its heart, "They Say / | Say" provides a simple yet powerful framework for structuring academic
arguments. The core principle is that before presenting your own ideas (the "I say"), you must clearly
and concisely summarize the ideas you're responding to (the "they say"). This isn't about simply
stating an opposing viewpoint; it’s about demonstrating your awareness of the existing conversation
and positioning your argument within it. Graff and Birkenstein argue that failing to do this results in

arguments that feel isolated, unsupported, and ultimately unconvincing.

The book emphasizes the importance of showing your readers what conversation you're joining, even
before you state your own opinion. This involves accurately representing the views of others, even if
you disagree with them. It’s about fostering intellectual honesty and demonstrating critical thinking

skills.



Key Templates and Strategies from the 5Sth Edition

The beauty of "They Say / | Say" lies in its practical application. The book provides numerous ready-
to-use templates and phrases that help you seamlessly integrate the "they say" and "l say" elements
into your writing. These templates aren't about stifling creativity; instead, they offer a strong foundation

upon which to build your own unique voice and argument.

The 5th edition expands upon previous editions by incorporating even more diverse perspectives and
addressing contemporary issues in academic discourse. It highlights the importance of considering
diverse viewpoints and engaging with different rhetorical styles, fostering a more inclusive and

nuanced approach to argumentation. Some key strategies included are:

Summarizing complex texts: The book provides clear strategies for condensing complex ideas into
concise and accurate summaries, avoiding misrepresentation and ensuring the reader understands the
context of your argument.

Analyzing arguments: Beyond summarizing, "They Say / | Say" guides you on how to critically analyze
arguments, identifying their strengths and weaknesses, and ultimately evaluating their persuasiveness.
Formulating counterarguments: The authors emphasize the importance of anticipating potential
counterarguments and addressing them directly within your writing, strengthening your position and
demonstrating a thorough understanding of the topic.

Responding to objections: This isn't just about refuting counterarguments; it's about engaging with
them thoughtfully, acknowledging their validity where appropriate, and showing how your argument still
holds.

Using evidence effectively: The book offers guidance on how to select and present evidence

effectively, weaving it into your argument seamlessly and providing clear explanations of its relevance.

Beyond the Templates: Cultivating Your Own Academic Voice

While the templates are undeniably useful, the book stresses that they shouldn't be used mechanically.

They serve as a springboard, helping you to develop your own confident and articulate academic



voice. The goal isn't to sound like Graff and Birkenstein, but to use their framework to articulate your
own ideas with clarity and precision. The 5th edition places increased emphasis on this aspect,
encouraging readers to adapt and personalize the templates, finding the voice that best suits their

writing style and argumentative goals.

The Value of the "Readings" Component

The "With Readings" aspect of the title is crucial. The 5th edition includes a diverse selection of
essays showcasing different argumentative styles and perspectives. These readings provide practical
examples of the concepts discussed in the main text, allowing readers to see the "They Say / | Say"
framework in action. Studying these essays offers invaluable insights into effective argumentation and
provides inspiration for developing your own writing skills. The diversity of readings in the 5th edition
further emphasizes the importance of considering multiple viewpoints and engaging in inclusive

academic discourse.

Conclusion

"They Say / | Say: With Readings, 5th Edition" is an indispensable resource for any student or scholar
striving to improve their academic writing. It provides a clear, accessible, and practical framework for
crafting compelling and well-supported arguments. By mastering the "they say / | say" approach, you'l
not only strengthen your writing but also develop crucial critical thinking and analytical skills that will
serve you throughout your academic career and beyond. The book’s emphasis on clear
communication, intellectual honesty, and engagement with diverse perspectives makes it more relevant

than ever in today’s academic landscape.

FAQs

1. Is this book only for college students? No, the principles and techniques presented in "They Say

/| Say" are applicable to anyone who needs to write persuasive arguments, including



professionals in various fields.

. Can | use the templates verbatim in my essays? While the templates provide excellent starting
points, it's crucial to adapt and personalize them to avoid sounding formulaic. The goal is to

integrate the framework naturally into your own writing style.

. Is the 5th edition significantly different from previous editions? Yes, the 5th edition includes
updated readings, a renewed focus on inclusive language and diverse perspectives, and further

clarification on applying the framework to various writing contexts.

. What if | disagree strongly with the "they say" I'm addressing? The book encourages respectful
engagement even with opposing views. Acknowledging the opposing viewpoint strengthens your

own argument by demonstrating your understanding of the complexities of the issue.

. Where can | find the book? "They Say / | Say: With Readings, 5th Edition" is widely available at
bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and through university bookstores. You can often find

used copies for a lower price as well.
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