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What Can You Bring to This University Interview
Question: Ace Your Admissions Interview

Landing a university interview is a huge accomplishment! It means your application stood out, and
now you have the chance to showcase yourself directly to the admissions committee. But one
question consistently trips up applicants: "What can you bring to this university?" This isn't just
about listing extracurriculars; it's about demonstrating a deep understanding of the university and
how you uniquely contribute to its vibrant community. This comprehensive guide will equip you with
the strategies and insights needed to confidently answer this crucial interview question, increasing
your chances of acceptance. We’ll move beyond generic responses and dive into crafting a truly
compelling answer that highlights your unique value.

Understanding the "What Can You Bring" Question

Before crafting your response, understand what the admissions committee truly wants to hear. They
aren't looking for a laundry list of achievements. Instead, they seek to understand your:

Unique perspective: What unique experiences, skills, or viewpoints do you possess that would enrich
the student body?
Contribution to the community: How will you actively participate in campus life, both academically
and socially?
Alignment with university values: Do your goals and aspirations resonate with the university's
mission and values?
Potential for growth: How will the university environment help you grow personally and
professionally, and how will that growth benefit the community?

This question assesses your self-awareness, your understanding of the university, and your ability to
articulate your potential contribution. It’s a chance to show you're not just seeking admission but
actively seeking to become a valuable member of the university community.

Beyond the Resume: Show, Don't Just Tell

Avoid simply reciting your resume. The admissions committee has already reviewed your
application. Instead, focus on demonstrating your contributions through compelling narratives. For
example:

Instead of: "I'm a strong student with a high GPA."
Try: "My consistently high GPA reflects my dedication to academic excellence, as shown by my
independent research project on [topic], which led to [result] and deepened my understanding of
[field]." This showcases your academic achievements within a specific context and highlights your
initiative.



Instead of: "I'm involved in many extracurricular activities."
Try: "My leadership role in the debate club helped me develop critical thinking skills and honed my
ability to collaborate effectively with diverse individuals. I believe these skills would be invaluable in
contributing to the vibrant intellectual environment at [University Name]." This shows the impact of
your extracurricular activities, not just participation.

Research is Key: Know the University Inside and Out

Generic answers won't cut it. Thorough research is crucial. Explore the university's website, read
student blogs, and even look at social media pages to understand:

University Mission and Values: Align your response with the university's core principles. What are
their commitments? How do your values align?
Academic Programs: Highlight your interest in specific programs and professors, showing you've
done your homework.
Student Life and Culture: Mention specific clubs, organizations, or initiatives that resonate with you
and explain why.
Recent Achievements and News: Demonstrate your awareness of the university's current events and
accomplishments.

Crafting a Compelling Narrative: Structure Your Response

Your answer should be structured and coherent, following a clear narrative arc. Consider using the
STAR method (Situation, Task, Action, Result) to illustrate your experiences and contributions:

Start with a hook: Begin with a brief, engaging anecdote or statement that captures the1.
interviewer's attention.

Highlight relevant experiences: Use the STAR method to showcase experiences that2.
demonstrate the qualities the university values.

Connect your skills and experiences to the university: Explicitly state how your unique3.
attributes will benefit the university community.

Express enthusiasm and passion: Your genuine excitement for the university should be4.
palpable.

End with a strong concluding statement: Reiterate your commitment to contributing5.
meaningfully to the university's community.

Practice Makes Perfect: Prepare and Rehearse

Don't wing it! Practice your answer aloud multiple times. Record yourself and identify areas for
improvement. Ask friends or family for feedback. The more you practice, the more confident and
natural you'll sound during the interview.



Remember, the admissions committee is assessing your potential as a future member of their
community. Demonstrate your genuine interest, highlight your unique skills and perspectives, and
show how you can actively contribute to the university's vibrant environment. This structured
approach will allow you to confidently and effectively answer the "What can you bring to this
university" question, significantly increasing your chances of success.

Conclusion

Answering "What can you bring to this university?" effectively requires careful preparation, self-
awareness, and a deep understanding of the institution. By showcasing your unique skills,
experiences, and alignment with the university's values, you can leave a lasting impression and
increase your chances of acceptance. Remember to practice your response and demonstrate genuine
enthusiasm—your passion will shine through!

FAQs

What if I don't have many significant achievements? Focus on your potential. Highlight your1.
willingness to learn, your collaborative spirit, and your eagerness to contribute. Even smaller
achievements can be presented in a compelling way using the STAR method.

Is it okay to mention specific professors or research projects? Absolutely! Showing you've1.
researched the university and its faculty demonstrates your genuine interest.

How long should my answer be? Aim for a response that's concise and focused, lasting around1.
2-3 minutes. Avoid rambling or going off-topic.

What if I'm asked a follow-up question? Be prepared to elaborate on any point you've made.1.
Have specific examples ready to illustrate your contributions.

Should I focus more on academic or extracurricular achievements? A balanced approach is1.
best. Highlight both to showcase your well-rounded personality and potential contributions to
the university community.
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