what goes on rental history

What Goes On Your Rental History? A
Comprehensive Guide

So, you're considering renting an apartment, house, or even a room. You've
found the perfect place, but you're wondering.. what exactly is a rental
history, and how much does it matter? This comprehensive guide dives deep
into the world of rental history, explaining exactly what landlords look for,
what information is included, and how to build a positive rental history to
secure your dream property. We’ll leave no stone unturned, ensuring you have
all the knowledge you need to navigate this crucial aspect of the rental
process. Let's get started!

What Exactly is a Rental History Report?

A rental history, also sometimes referred to as a tenant screening report or
rental background check, is a record of your past rental experiences. It’s
essentially a report card for your tenancy. Landlords use this report to
assess your reliability and suitability as a tenant before offering you a
lease. Unlike a credit report, which focuses on your financial history, a
rental history specifically targets your performance as a renter. Think of it
as a testament to your responsible tenancy.

What Information is Typically Included in a Rental
History Report?

The specifics can vary slightly depending on the reporting agency, but
generally, a rental history report will include the following:

Previous Addresses: Landlords will verify your addresses to confirm the
information you provided on your application. Inconsistent information can
raise red flags.

Rental Dates: The start and end dates of your previous tenancies are crucial
to determining the length of your rental history and the consistency of your
residence.

Rental Payment History: This is arguably the most important part of your
report. Landlords want to see a consistent and on-time payment history. Late
payments, bounced checks, or unpaid rent will significantly impact your
chances of approval.

Evictions: Evictions are serious and will almost certainly prevent you from
renting a new property. Even a single eviction can severely damage your
rental history for years.

Lease Violations: Did you break any clauses in your previous lease



agreements? Things like excessive noise complaints, property damage, or
unauthorized pets can negatively affect your report.

Landlord References: Many reports include contact information for your
previous landlords, allowing prospective landlords to get firsthand accounts
of your tenancy. Maintaining positive relationships with your previous
landlords is invaluable.

Occupancy: The number of people who lived with you at previous properties is
often included, allowing the landlord to accurately assess whether the
property is suitable for your needs.

How Does Your Rental History Impact Your Chances of
Getting Approved?

Your rental history is a critical factor in a landlord's decision-making
process. A strong rental history, demonstrating consistent on-time payments,
adherence to lease terms, and positive landlord references, significantly
increases your chances of approval. Conversely, a poor rental history
characterized by late payments, evictions, or lease violations makes it much
harder to secure a rental property. Landlords see your rental history as a
predictor of your future behavior as a tenant.

Building and Maintaining a Positive Rental History

Building a strong rental history takes time and effort, but it's a worthwhile
investment. Here are some key strategies:

Pay Rent On Time, Every Time: This is the single most important factor. Set
up automatic payments to avoid missing deadlines.

Communicate Effectively: If you anticipate any issues with rent payments,
contact your landlord immediately. Proactive communication is key.

Respect Your Lease Agreement: Follow all the terms and conditions of your
lease diligently.

Maintain Your Property: Take good care of the rental property and report any
maintenance issues promptly.

Treat Your Landlord with Respect: Build a positive relationship with your
landlord. Professional and respectful communication goes a long way.

Request a Rental History Report: Regularly request a copy of your rental
history report to check for accuracy and identify any potential issues early
on.

Understanding Your Rights as a Tenant

It's important to be aware of your rights as a tenant. The laws governing
landlord-tenant relationships vary by location, but generally, landlords must
follow fair housing practices and cannot discriminate based on protected
characteristics. If you believe your rental history report contains
inaccurate or discriminatory information, you have the right to challenge it.



Navigating a Challenging Rental History

If you have a less-than-perfect rental history, don't despair. There are
still steps you can take to improve your chances of securing a rental
property:

Be Transparent: Be upfront about any past issues and explain the
circumstances. Honesty is usually the best policy.

Provide Supporting Documentation: If you can provide documentation explaining
any past issues (e.g., medical bills contributing to late rent), it can help
your case.

Offer a Larger Security Deposit: Offering a larger security deposit can
demonstrate your commitment to being a responsible tenant.

Find a Co-Signer: A co-signer with a strong credit and rental history can
significantly improve your chances of approval.

Consider a Different Type of Rental: Depending on the severity of your past
issues, you might need to consider less competitive rental options initially.

Conclusion

Your rental history is a significant factor in securing a rental property. By
understanding what goes into a rental history report and actively working to
build a positive one, you significantly increase your chances of finding and
securing your ideal rental home. Remember, consistent on-time rent payments,
respectful communication, and adherence to lease terms are the cornerstones
of a successful rental history.

FAQs

1. How long does a negative rental history stay on my record? The length of
time varies depending on the reporting agency and the nature of the
negative information. Generally, negative information can remain on your
report for several years.

1. Can I dispute inaccuracies on my rental history report? Yes, absolutely.
You have the right to dispute any inaccuracies or unfair information on
your report. Contact the reporting agency immediately to initiate the
dispute process.

1. What if I have no rental history? If you've never rented before, you can
provide other forms of proof of responsible financial behavior, such as
references from previous landlords (if you've lived with family or



friends), or a strong credit history.

1. Can a landlord refuse me based on my rental history? While landlords can
consider rental history, they must do so fairly and without
discrimination based on protected characteristics. Unfair practices can
lead to legal action.

1. How often should I check my rental history report? It's a good idea to
check your rental history report annually to ensure its accuracy and
identify any potential issues early on. This allows you to address any
problems before they impact your ability to secure future rentals.
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