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What Language Do They Speak in Jordan? A Comprehensive
Guide

Have you ever dreamt of exploring the ancient ruins of Petra, or perhaps hiking through the breathtaking
landscapes of Wadi Rum? If you're planning a trip to Jordan, one of the first things you'll want to know is:
what language do they speak there? This isn't a simple yes or no answer, and this comprehensive guide
will delve into the linguistic landscape of Jordan, exploring the official language, widely spoken dialects,
and the influence of other languages. We’ll equip you with the knowledge to navigate conversations and
cultural nuances during your Jordanian adventure.

The Official Language: Modern Standard Arabic (MSA)

Jordan's official language is Modern Standard Arabic (MSA). This is a standardized form of Arabic, used in
formal settings like government documents, education, and news broadcasts. It's important to note that
MSA is different from the colloquial Arabic spoken in daily life. Think of it like the difference between
Shakespearean English and the English you speak every day – both are English, but significantly different
in their usage and understanding. While you won't encounter many people speaking pure MSA in casual
conversation, understanding some basic MSA will be beneficial for reading signs, menus, and official
announcements.

Jordanian Arabic: The Language of the Streets

While MSA is the official tongue, the language you’ll hear most often in Jordan is Jordanian Arabic, a
dialect of Levantine Arabic. This is a vibrant and evolving language with its own unique vocabulary,
pronunciation, and grammar. Learning a few phrases in Jordanian Arabic will dramatically enhance your
experience and interactions with locals. It's a sign of respect and demonstrates your willingness to engage
with the culture. Don’t worry about achieving fluency; even a few basic greetings and polite phrases will
go a long way.

The Influence of Other Languages

Jordan's rich history and strategic location have resulted in the influence of other languages throughout its
development. English is widely taught in schools and is frequently used in business, tourism, and among
younger generations. You'll find that many Jordanians, particularly in urban areas and tourist destinations,
can communicate effectively in English.



While less prevalent, French holds a degree of historical significance and continues to be studied in some
academic settings. Traces of Turkish and other languages from Jordan's long and varied past can also be
detected in certain vocabulary or place names.

Navigating the Linguistic Landscape: Tips for Travelers

Understanding the linguistic complexities of Jordan can seem daunting, but it doesn't need to be. Here are
some practical tips for travelers:

Learn basic Arabic phrases: Even simple greetings like "As-salamu alaykum" (peace be upon you) and
"shukran" (thank you) will be greatly appreciated.
Download a translation app: Apps like Google Translate can be incredibly helpful, though they should be
used cautiously, as colloquialisms and dialects can sometimes be misinterpreted.
Be patient and respectful: Not everyone speaks English fluently, so be patient and try to communicate as
clearly as possible. Using gestures can help bridge the communication gap.
Embrace the challenge: Learning a few words in Arabic shows respect and opens doors to deeper cultural
understanding.
Carry a phrasebook: A phrasebook can be invaluable for navigating everyday situations, especially when
technology is unavailable.

Beyond Words: Non-Verbal Communication

Don't underestimate the power of non-verbal communication. Body language, gestures, and facial
expressions play a significant role in interactions, especially when language barriers exist. Observe how
locals communicate and try to mirror appropriate body language for a more comfortable interaction.

Conclusion

Understanding the language situation in Jordan is key to having a truly immersive and rewarding
experience. While Modern Standard Arabic is the official language, Jordanian Arabic is the language you’ll
primarily encounter in daily life. The widespread understanding of English, especially in tourist areas, will
also assist your travels. By learning a few basic phrases, using translation tools responsibly, and embracing
the richness of non-verbal communication, you can navigate the linguistic landscape of Jordan with
confidence and connect authentically with its people. So, pack your bags, learn a few phrases, and prepare
for an unforgettable journey!

FAQs

Is it necessary to learn Arabic before visiting Jordan? No, it's not strictly necessary. English is widely1.
spoken in tourist areas, but learning basic Arabic phrases will enhance your experience and show



respect for the local culture.

Which dialect of Arabic is spoken in Jordan? The primary dialect spoken in Jordan is Jordanian1.
Arabic, a variant of Levantine Arabic.

Are there any language schools in Jordan? Yes, there are numerous language schools throughout1.
Jordan offering Arabic language courses for various levels.

How similar is Jordanian Arabic to other Arabic dialects? Jordanian Arabic shares similarities with1.
other Levantine dialects but has its own unique characteristics in pronunciation and vocabulary.
Understanding one Levantine dialect will generally provide a better understanding of other
Levantine dialects than say, a Gulf Arabic dialect.

Can I get by using only English in Jordan? While you can get by in many tourist areas using1.
English, knowing some basic Arabic will significantly enrich your interactions and experiences. It's
highly recommended to learn at least some basic phrases for a more fulfilling journey.
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