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What They Didn't Teach You in Photo School: Beyond
the Basics of Photography

So, you’ve graduated photo school. Congratulations! You've mastered aperture, shutter speed, and
ISO. You understand composition, lighting techniques, and maybe even dabbled in post-processing.
But let’s be honest, there’s a whole universe of knowledge out there that textbooks and professors
often miss. This post dives into the often-overlooked aspects of the photography world - the things
they didn’t teach you in photo school, but desperately should have. We'll cover everything from the
business side of photography to essential soft skills and the ever-evolving digital landscape. Get
ready to level up your photography game!

1. The Business of Photography: More Than Just Taking Pretty
Pictures

Photo school excels at teaching the art, but often falls short on the business. You're a photographer,
yes, but you're also a small business owner. This means understanding crucial concepts like:

Pricing Your Work: This is a HUGE one. Knowing your worth and how to price your services (hourly
rates, package deals, prints, etc.) is critical for profitability. Don't undervalue your skills! Research
your local market, consider your experience level, and factor in your expenses.

Marketing and Networking: Building a client base is as important as mastering exposure. This
involves creating a strong online presence (website, social media), networking with potential clients
and other professionals, and actively marketing your services. Think about targeted advertising,
collaborations, and attending industry events.

Contracts and Legalities: Protecting yourself legally is paramount. Learn about model releases,
property releases, usage rights, and copyright. A simple contract can save you from headaches (and
potentially lawsuits) down the line.

Financial Management: Tracking income and expenses, managing taxes, and planning for future
investments are essential for long-term success. Consider investing in accounting software or
consulting with a financial advisor.

2. Mastering the Art of Client Communication: It’s a Two-Way
Street

Photography is about more than just the technical aspects; it’s about people. Effective client
communication is essential, and photo school often glosses over this crucial skill. Learn to:

Actively Listen to Your Clients: Understand their vision, their needs, and their concerns. Ask
clarifying questions and make sure you're on the same page before starting a shoot.

Set Clear Expectations: Communicate your process, timelines, and deliverables upfront. This
prevents misunderstandings and ensures a smooth workflow.

Manage Client Feedback: Learn how to handle constructive criticism gracefully and professionally.



Not every client will love everything you do, but learning how to navigate those conversations
effectively is crucial.

Build Rapport: Create a comfortable and collaborative atmosphere. A positive relationship with your
client will lead to better photos and repeat business.

3. The Ever-Changing Digital Landscape: Keeping Up with
Technology

The photography world is constantly evolving. New software, hardware, and trends emerge
regularly. Photo school might teach you the fundamentals, but staying current requires continuous
learning:

Software Proficiency: Mastering post-processing software like Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop is a
must. Explore other tools like Capture One or Luminar Al as well.

Hardware Knowledge: Stay updated on new camera models, lenses, and accessories. Understand the
advantages and disadvantages of different equipment.

Emerging Trends: Keep an eye on the latest trends in photography, from social media aesthetics to
new shooting styles. Experiment and adapt your work accordingly.

Online Learning Resources: Utilize online tutorials, workshops, and courses to expand your
knowledge and stay ahead of the curve.

4. Developing Your Unique Style: Finding Your Voice

Photo school provides a foundation, but developing your unique style is a journey of self-discovery.
Don't be afraid to:

Experiment with Different Genres: Try different photography styles (portraits, landscapes, wildlife,
etc.) to find what resonates with you.

Develop a Consistent Aesthetic: Once you find your niche, work on establishing a consistent visual
style. Think about color palettes, composition techniques, and editing styles.

Find Your Inspiration: Seek inspiration from other photographers, artists, and even everyday life.
But remember to stay true to your own vision.

Embrace Your Individuality: Don't try to copy others. Your unique perspective and style are your
greatest assets.

5. The Importance of Self-Promotion and Building Your Brand

In the competitive world of photography, self-promotion is key. Don’t underestimate the power of:

Building a Strong Online Portfolio: Showcase your best work on a professional website and social
media platforms.

Engaging with Your Audience: Interact with your followers, respond to comments, and build a
community around your work.

Collaborating with Other Professionals: Partner with models, stylists, makeup artists, and other
creatives to expand your network and create amazing content.

Networking Actively: Attend industry events, workshops, and conferences to connect with potential
clients and other professionals.



Conclusion

Photo school provides a fantastic foundation, but it's just the beginning. The real-world skills - the
business acumen, client communication, technological adaptability, style development, and self-
promotion - are just as important, if not more so, than technical expertise. By mastering these often-
overlooked aspects, you'll transform from a skilled photographer into a successful, thriving
professional. Embrace the learning process, stay curious, and never stop growing.

FAQs

1. How can I price my photography services competitively? Research your local market, consider
your experience level, and factor in your costs. Start with a price range and adjust based on
client needs and project complexity.

1. What are the essential legal considerations for photographers? Understanding model releases,
property releases, copyright, and usage rights is crucial. Consider consulting with a lawyer to
ensure you have proper legal protection.

1. How do I build a strong online presence? Create a professional website with a stunning
portfolio, engage actively on social media platforms like Instagram and Facebook, and use
SEO strategies to improve your online visibility.

1. How can I find my unique photographic style? Experiment with different genres, study the
work of other photographers, and focus on developing a consistent visual aesthetic that
reflects your personality and vision.

1. What are the best online resources for continuous learning in photography? Explore platforms
like Skillshare, CreativeLive, Udemy, and YouTube channels dedicated to photography
tutorials and workshops.
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