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Worksheets on Subject-Verb Agreement: Master
Grammar with Practice!

Are you struggling with subject-verb agreement? Do those pesky singular and plural verbs leave you
feeling confused? You're not alone! Subject-verb agreement, the grammatical rule ensuring your
subjects and verbs match in number, trips up even the most experienced writers. But don't worry,
mastering this crucial aspect of grammar is easier than you think, especially with the right
resources. This post provides you with a comprehensive guide to subject-verb agreement, along with
a curated collection of downloadable worksheets on subject-verb agreement to help you hone your
skills and conquer grammatical challenges once and for all. Get ready to boost your grammar game!

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement: The Basics

Before we dive into the worksheets on subject-verb agreement, let's review the fundamental
principle: a singular subject takes a singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural verb. Seems
simple, right? However, the complexities arise when dealing with various sentence structures and
tricky exceptions.

For example:

Singular: The dog barks loudly.
Plural: The dogs bark loudly.

Notice how the verb changes its form ("barks" vs. "bark") to agree with the number of the subject.
Common Challenges in Subject-Verb Agreement

While the basic rule is straightforward, several common situations can make subject-verb agreement
tricky:

Intervening Phrases: Phrases placed between the subject and the verb can sometimes be confusing.
For example, "The cat, along with her kittens, sleeps soundly." The subject is "cat," which is
singular, so the singular verb "sleeps" is correct, even though the phrase "along with her kittens"
might mislead you.

Compound Subjects: When two or more subjects are joined by "and," they usually take a plural verb.
For instance, "The cat and the dog play together." However, if the compound subject refers to a

single entity, a singular verb is used. "Peanut butter and jelly is my favorite sandwich."

Subjects Joined by "or" or "nor": The verb agrees with the subject closest to it. "Either the cats or the
dog is responsible for the mess." "Neither the dog nor the cats are responsible."

Collective Nouns: Collective nouns (e.g., team, family, group) can be tricky. They can take a singular



verb if the group acts as a single unit, or a plural verb if the individuals within the group are
emphasized. "The team wins consistently." "The team are arguing amongst themselves."

Indefinite Pronouns: Indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, someone, anybody) are always singular and
take singular verbs. "Everyone is invited to the party."

Inverted Sentence Structure: In sentences with inverted word order (e.g., questions), identifying the
subject can be challenging. "There are many books on the shelf." "Here comes the bus."

Worksheets on Subject-Verb Agreement: Downloadable
Resources

Now for the practical part! Below are descriptions of the types of worksheets on subject-verb
agreement you can download to put your knowledge into action. Remember, practice is key to
mastering subject-verb agreement!

Worksheet 1: Basic Subject-Verb Agreement: This worksheet focuses on the fundamental rule of
singular and plural subjects and verbs, providing simple sentences for practice. It's perfect for
beginners or those needing a refresher. [Download Link Here - This would be a link to a
downloadable PDF in a real-world blog post]

Worksheet 2: Tricky Subjects and Verbs: This worksheet tackles more challenging scenarios,
including intervening phrases, compound subjects, and collective nouns. It helps solidify
understanding of the exceptions to the basic rules. [Download Link Here - This would be a link to a
downloadable PDF in a real-world blog post]

Worksheet 3: Subject-Verb Agreement in Complex Sentences: This advanced worksheet features
complex sentence structures, requiring a deeper understanding of subject-verb agreement
principles. It prepares you for tackling sophisticated grammatical challenges. [Download Link Here -
This would be a link to a downloadable PDF in a real-world blog post]

Worksheet 4: Subject-Verb Agreement with Irregular Verbs: This worksheet focuses on the
agreement of irregular verbs (e.g., to be, to have, to do) with their subjects. Mastering irregular
verbs is vital for accurate and polished writing. [Download Link Here - This would be a link to a
downloadable PDF in a real-world blog post]

Worksheet 5: Mixed Practice: This comprehensive worksheet combines various types of subject-verb

agreement challenges to provide a thorough review and final assessment of your understanding.
[Download Link Here - This would be a link to a downloadable PDF in a real-world blog post]

Tips for Success with Subject-Verb Agreement

Identify the Subject: Before choosing a verb, always clearly identify the subject of the sentence.
Eliminate Intervening Phrases: Temporarily ignore intervening phrases to avoid confusion.

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is crucial for mastering subject-verb agreement.



Review Your Work: Always review your writing to ensure correct subject-verb agreement.

Use Online Resources: There are many online resources available to help you improve your grammar
skills.

Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement is a significant step towards becoming a confident and effective
writer. By utilizing these worksheets on subject-verb agreement and applying the tips provided, you
can significantly improve your grammar and enhance the clarity and professionalism of your writing.
Remember, consistent practice is the key to success! So, download the worksheets, get practicing,
and watch your writing skills flourish!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What happens if I consistently make subject-verb agreement errors? Consistent errors can
negatively impact the credibility and clarity of your writing. It can make your writing seem
unprofessional and less persuasive.

1. Are there any software tools that can check subject-verb agreement? Yes, many grammar and
style checkers (like Grammarly) can detect and correct subject-verb agreement errors.

1. Is subject-verb agreement important in professional writing? Absolutely! It's a fundamental
element of grammatical correctness and professionalism, crucial for effective communication
in any professional setting.

1. Can I use these worksheets for teaching subject-verb agreement? Yes, these worksheets are
suitable for educational purposes. They provide a structured and progressive approach to
learning subject-verb agreement.

1. What if I'm still struggling after completing the worksheets? If you're still struggling, consider
seeking help from a tutor, teacher, or online grammar resources. There are many valuable
resources available to support your learning journey.
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