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Ancient History Dragon Age: Unraveling the Lore Behind the
Fantasy

The world of Dragon Age, with its captivating characters and intricate storylines, often feels incredibly real.
But how much of its rich history echoes real-world ancient civilizations? This post delves into the fascinating
parallels between the Dragon Age universe's ancient history and the actual historical records of our own
past. We'll explore the influences visible in the architecture, societal structures, and even the mythology of
Thedas, examining the echoes of ancient Greece, Rome, and other historical powerhouses. Prepare to embark on a
journey that blends fantasy with historical insight, revealing the intriguing connections between fiction and
fact within the compelling world of Dragon Age.

H2: The Golden Age of Arlathan: Echoes of Classical Greece?

The ancient Elven civilization of Arlathan, often romanticized in Dragon Age lore, shares surprising similarities
with classical Greece. The sophisticated architecture, the focus on artistry and philosophy (evident in their
magical practices and creation myths), and the eventual fall from grace marked by internal conflicts and
external pressures, all resonate with the rise and fall of ancient Greek city-states. Arlathan’s pantheon of
gods, too, exhibits a complex structure mirroring the polytheistic beliefs of ancient Greece. The emphasis on
heroism, individual achievement, and a rich, though ultimately flawed, civilization, paints a picture that's both
captivating and strikingly familiar to anyone acquainted with classical history.

H3: Arlathan's Decline: A Parallel to the Peloponnesian War?

The internal struggles and eventual fragmentation of Arlathan bear a striking resemblance to the
Peloponnesian War, the devastating conflict between Athens and Sparta. The internal conflicts within Elven
society, leading to its weakening and eventual subjugation, mirror the devastating consequences of prolonged
internal strife witnessed in ancient Greece. This parallel offers a compelling lens through which to understand
the fragility of even the most advanced civilizations and highlights the importance of unity in maintaining power.

H2: Tevinter Imperium: The Shadow of the Roman Empire

The Tevinter Imperium, with its vast empire, powerful military, and morally ambiguous rule, evokes strong
parallels to the Roman Empire. Its vast, sprawling territories, its reliance on a strong military force to
maintain control, and its adoption of a sophisticated legal system, all mirror aspects of Roman society.
Tevinter’s decadent upper class, its ruthless pursuit of power, and its eventual decline due to internal
corruption and external pressures, also echo the trajectory of the Roman Empire.

H3: Magic as Technology: Tevinter's Technological Advancements

While not directly comparable to Roman engineering feats like aqueducts and roads, Tevinter's sophisticated
use of blood magic could be viewed as a parallel to Rome's technological advancements. Both represent a
powerful force used to control populations, maintain power, and shape the world according to the dominant
culture's will. The risks associated with both—the environmental impact of Roman expansion and the ethical
dilemmas surrounding Tevinter's blood magic—highlight the potential downsides of unchecked power and
technological advancement.



H2: The Qunari: A Nomadic Empire Inspired by History?

The Qunari, with their unique culture and warrior society, represent a fascinating departure from direct
historical parallels. While not directly mimicking a specific historical civilization, their nomadic origins and
their structured, almost militaristic society draw inspiration from various historical nomadic groups and
empires. Their emphasis on communal living and strict adherence to their code of conduct mirrors aspects of
various historical warrior cultures, showcasing how different societal structures can achieve power and
stability.

H4: The Qunari's Influence: A Blend of Historical Inspirations

The Qunari's influence on the Dragon Age world highlights the lasting impact of various historical nomadic
groups. Their unique blend of cultural traits – ranging from a strong warrior culture to their complex social
structure – allows BioWare to weave an engaging and richly detailed civilization without directly mirroring
a single historical society. This creative approach underlines the versatility of historical inspirations in
world-building.

Conclusion

The world of Dragon Age, while fantastical, draws upon a rich tapestry of historical influences. By examining
the parallels between Thedas and our own historical past, we gain a deeper appreciation of the complexities
and nuances of the Dragon Age lore. The echoes of ancient Greece, Rome, and various nomadic empires add layers
of depth and intrigue, making the world feel both fantastical and surprisingly familiar. This blending of fiction
and fact contributes significantly to the enduring appeal of the Dragon Age saga.

FAQs

Are the elves in Dragon Age solely inspired by Celtic mythology? While Celtic mythology certainly1.
plays a role, the elves of Dragon Age also draw inspiration from other ancient cultures, notably the
classical world, showcasing a wider range of influences in their creation.

Does Tevinter's fall mirror the fall of any specific empire? Tevinter's decline parallels the fall of1.
several empires, including Rome and various ancient Mesopotamian empires, highlighting the cyclical
nature of power and the common factors contributing to their demise.

How does the Qunari's culture differ from historical nomadic empires? While sharing similarities with1.
various nomadic cultures, the Qunari's rigid adherence to the Qun differs significantly, offering a unique
take on societal organization and governance.

What historical architecture influenced the design of the Dragon Age world? The architecture in Dragon1.
Age draws inspiration from a wide range of historical styles, including Greco-Roman, medieval European,
and even hints of ancient Egyptian and Middle Eastern influences, resulting in a diverse and eclectic
aesthetic.



Can we expect more historical parallels in future Dragon Age installments? Given the rich tapestry of1.
historical inspirations already present, it's highly likely that future Dragon Age games will continue to
draw upon historical themes and civilizations, adding further depth and complexity to the lore.
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