APA /TH EDITION PERSONAL COMMUNICATION CITATION

APA 7TH EbiTioN PeErsoNAL CoOMMUNICATION CITATION: A COMPLETE
GuUIDE

SO, YOU'RE KNEE-DEEP IN RESEARCH, CRAFTING THAT BRILLIANT ACADEMIC PAPER, AND SUDDENLY YOU NEED TO CITE A
CONVERSATION, AN EMAIL, OR A TEXT MESSAGE. PANIC SETS IN = HOW DO YOU CITE SOMETHING SO... PERSONALP FEAR NOT,
ASPIRING SCHOLAR! THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH THE INTRICACIES OF APA 7 TH EDITION PERSONAL
COMMUNICATION CITATIONS, EQUIPPING YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO NAVIGATE THIS SEEMINGLY TRICKY TERRITORY WITH
CONFIDENCE. WE'LL COVER EVERYTHING FROM THE BASICS TO NUANCED SITUATIONS, ENSURING YOU AVOID THOSE PESKY
CITATION ERRORS.

WHAT ARE PeErsoNAL COMMUNICATIONS IN APA 7TH EbiTion?

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS ENCOMPASS ANY INFORMAL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION THAT ISN'T READILY RETRIEVABLE BY
OTHERS. THINK EMAILS, TEXT MESSAGES, PHONE CALLS, LETTERS, CONVERSATIONS (IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL), AND EVEN
PERSONAL INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED FOR YOUR RESEARCH. THE KEY CHARACTERISTIC? THESE SOURCES AREN’T PUBLICLY
ACCESSIBLE. THIS IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT AFFECTS HOW YOU CITE THEM. UNLIKE JOURNAL ARTICLES OR BOOKS, YOU DON'T
INCLUDE THEM IN YOUR REFERENCE LIST.

W/HY AREN'T PersoNAL COMMUNICATIONS IN THE REFERENCE LIST?

BECAUSE PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS LACK A PERSISTENT, STABLE LOCATION FOR RETRIEVAL. SOMEONE ELSE COULDN'T
EASILY FIND THAT EMAIL OR LISTEN TO THAT PHONE CONVERSATION. INCLUDING THEM IN YOUR REFERENCE LIST WOULD BE
MISLEADING TO YOUR READER.

How To CiTe PersoNaL COMMUNICATIONS IN APA 7TH EDITION

THE MAGIC OF PERSONAL COMMUNICATION CITATION LIES IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION ONLY. YOU DON'T NEED A CORRESPONDING
ENTRY IN YOUR REFERENCE LIST. HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:

IN-TEXT CITATION STRUCTURE:

WITHIN YOUR TEXT, YOU'LL NEED TO PROVIDE A CONCISE IN-TEXT CITATION CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

COMMUNICATOR'S INITIALS AND LAST NAME: INCLUDE THE INITIALS AND LAST NAME OF THE PERSON YOU COMMUNICATED WITH.
DaTE oF COMMUNICATION: USE THE DATE OF THE COMMUNICATION IN PARENTHESES, FORMATTED AS (YEAR, MONTH DAY).

EXAMPLE:

“AS ONE EXPERT NOTED, THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CLIMATE PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES” (A. SMITH, PERSONAL
COMMUNICATION, 2024, MARCH 15).

HANDLING DIFFERENT TYPES OF PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS:
\X/HILE THE BASIC STRUCTURE REMAINS THE SAME, LET,S LOOK AT HOW TO ADAPT IT FOR DIFFERENT SCENARIOS:

EMAIL CITATIONS:

THE PROCESS REMAINS THE SAME. SIMPLY REPLACE “PERSONAL COMMUNICATION” WITH A DESCRIPTION APPROPRIATE TO YOUR
CONTEXT, IF NEEDED, BUT ALWAYS INCLUDE THE COMMUNICATOR’S NAME AND DATE. FOR EXAMPLE:



“THIS PERSPECTIVE ALIGNS WITH RECENT FINDINGS” (J. DoE, EMAIL, 2024, APRIL 2).

TexT MessaGe CITATIONS:

SIMILAR TO EMAILS, USE THE SAME FORMAT, TAILORING THE DESCRIPTION TO REFLECT THE MEDIUM:

” ACCORDING TO A RECENT TEXT MESSAGE,” (R. BROWN, TEXT MEssAGE, 2024, AprIL 5).

PHoNE CALL CITATIONS:

HERE, TOO, THE FUNDAMENTAL METHOD HOLDS TRUE. MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY IN FORMAT:

“THIS POINT WAS FURTHER EMPHASIZED IN A RECENT PHONE CONVERSATION” (K. DAVIS, PHONE CONVERSATION, 2024, APRIL
10).

INTERVIEWS (INFORMAL):

IF YOU CONDUCTED AN INFORMAL INTERVIEW, THIS FUNCTIONS SIMILARLY. YOU MAY PROVIDE A SLIGHTLY MORE DETAILED
DESCRIPTION TO AVOID AMBIGUITY.

“PARTICIPANTS SHARED MIXED OPINIONS ON THE ISSUE” (B. GARCIA, PERSONAL INTERVIEW, 2024, APRIL 18). NOTE THAT A
FORMAL INTERVIEW WITH A PLANNED METHODOLOGY MIGHT HAVE DIFFERENT CITATION REQUIREMENTS, PARTICULARLY IF
PUBLISHED ELSEWHERE.

BesT PracCTICES FOR APA 7TH EDITION PERsSONAL COMMUNICATION CITATIONS:

ACCURACY IS KeY: DOUBLE-CHECK THE DATE AND COMMUNICATOR’S NAME TO ENSURE ACCURACY. INCONSISTENT INFORMATION
CAN RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.

CONTEXT IS IMPORTANT: PROVIDE SUFFICIENT CONTEXT WITHIN YOUR WRITING SO THE READER UNDERSTANDS THE RELEV ANCE
OF THE PERSONAL COMMUNICATION.

Keep 1T CONCISE: AVOID OVERLY LONG OR DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS IN YOUR IN-TEXT CITATION. BREVITY IS KEY.

Avoib OVER-RELIANCE: W/ HILE PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS CAN ADD VALUABLE CONTEXT, AVOID RELYING SOLELY ON THEM.
PRIORITIZE VERIFIABLE AND PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE SOURCES FOR THE CORE ARGUMENTS OF YOUR PAPER.

CONCLUSION:
MASTERING APA 7 TH EDITION PERSONAL COMMUNICATION CITATIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND
CLARITY IN YOUR RESEARCH. BY FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES OUTLINED IN THIS POST, YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY INCORPORATE

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS INTO YOUR WRITING WHILE ADHERING TO APA STYLE. REMEMBER, FOCUS ON ACCURACY,
CONTEXT, AND BREVITY FOR A POLISHED AND PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION OF YOUR W ORK.

FREQUENTLY Askep QuesTions (FAQs):

1. CAN | USE PERSONAL COMMUNICATION CITATIONS IN MY DISSERTATION? YES, BUT USE THEM SPARINGLY AND ALWAYS
PROVIDE SUFFICIENT CONTEXT. PRIORITIZE PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS.

1. WHAT IF | CAN'T REMEMBER THE EXACT DATE OF THE COMMUNICATION? |T'S BEST TO STRIVE FOR ACCURACY. IF THE
EXACT DATE IS UNATTAINABLE, USE THE CLOSEST APPROXIMATION YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY PROVIDE.



1. IS IT OKAY TO CITE A PERSONAL COMMUNICATION FROM A PROFESSOR? YESI PROVIDED YOU HAVE THEIR PERMISSION AND
THE COMMUNICATION REMAINS INFORMAL AND NOT PART OF A FORMAL COURSE OR INSTRUCTION.

1. SHOULD | ITALICIZE “PERSONAL COMMUNICATION”? NO, “PERSONAL COMMUNICATION" IS NOT ITALICIZED.

1. CAN | CITE A SOCIAL MEDIA MESSAGE AS A PERSONAL COMMUNICATION? YES, USING THE APPROPRIATE NAMING
CONVENTION FOR THE PLATFORM AS PART OF YOUR DESCRIPTION IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION. FOR EXAMPLE, (J. BLOGGS,
Facesook Messace, 2024, MAY 1). ALWAYS ENSURE YOU HAVE PERMISSION, AS PRIVACY SETTINGS CAN APPLY.
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