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Apartheid in South Africa Webquest Answer Key:
A Comprehensive Guide

Are you struggling to find the answers to your Apartheid in South Africa
Webquest? Feeling overwhelmed by the sheer volume of information available
online? Don't worry, you're not alone! This comprehensive guide provides not
just answers, but a deeper understanding of the complex history of apartheid
in South Africa. We'll walk you through common Webquest questions, offering
insights and resources to help you excel in your assignment. This isn't just
an "answer key"; it's your passport to a richer understanding of this crucial
historical period.

Understanding the Apartheid Webquest: Setting the
Stage

Before diving into specific answers, it's important to understand the purpose
of your Webquest. It's designed to make you actively engage with the topic of
apartheid, forcing you to critically analyze sources and form your own
conclusions. Simply copying and pasting answers won't achieve that goal. This
guide aims to help you understand the answers, not just memorize them.

This guide covers many common questions found in Apartheid Webquests.
Remember that your specific Webquest might have unique questions, so always
refer back to your original assignment instructions.

Key Figures and Events: Unraveling the Complexity

Many Webquests focus on key figures and events that defined the apartheid
era. Here's a breakdown of common questions and guidance on finding accurate,
reliable information:

H2: Key Figures of Apartheid

H3: Nelson Mandela: Your Webquest likely asks about Mandela's role in the
anti-apartheid movement. Focus on his early activism, imprisonment on Robben
Island, and his crucial role in negotiating the transition to a democratic
South Africa. Look for primary source materials like his speeches and letters
to gain a more authentic understanding.

H3: FW de Klerk: Explore de Klerk's role in dismantling apartheid. Consider



his motivations, the challenges he faced, and the legacy he left behind.
Reliable sources will offer a nuanced perspective, acknowledging both his
positive and negative contributions.

H3: Steve Biko: Understand Biko's role as an anti-apartheid activist and the
Black Consciousness Movement. Research his philosophy and the impact of his
death on the movement.

H2: Crucial Events in the Apartheid Era

H3: Sharpeville Massacre: This event is crucial. Understand the context, the
number of casualties, and its global impact on perceptions of apartheid. Look
for images and eyewitness accounts to enhance your understanding.

H3: Soweto Uprising: Research the events of June 16, 1976. Understand the
reasons behind the student protests and the government's response. Explore
the lasting impact of the uprising on the anti-apartheid movement.

H3: The End of Apartheid and the First Democratic Elections: Explore the
negotiations leading to the end of apartheid, including the role of
international pressure and internal reforms. Research the first multiracial
elections and their significance.

Understanding the System: The Mechanics of Apartheid

Beyond individual figures and events, your Webquest will likely delve into
the mechanics of apartheid itself:

H2: The Laws of Apartheid

H3: Group Areas Act: Research how this act enforced racial segregation in
housing. Understand its impact on families and communities.

H3: Pass Laws: Explore how these laws restricted the movement of Black South
Africans. Research the impact on daily life and economic opportunities.

H3: Immorality Act: This act prohibited sexual relationships between people
of different races. Research its implications and the impact on families and
relationships.

H2: The International Response to Apartheid

Your Webquest might ask about international sanctions, boycotts, and the role
of organizations like the United Nations in opposing apartheid. Research the
effectiveness of these actions and their influence on the eventual
dismantling of the system.



Beyond the Basics: A Deeper Dive

While this guide provides direction for common Webquest questions, remember
to critically analyze the information you find. Compare different sources and
look for biases. Use primary source materials whenever possible to gain a
richer understanding of the events and the perspectives of those who lived
through them.

Conclusion:

Completing a Webquest on apartheid requires careful research and critical
analysis. This guide serves as a starting point, providing direction and
resources to help you navigate the complexities of this significant
historical period. Remember that understanding the why behind the events is
just as important as knowing the what. By engaging with the material
thoughtfully, you'll gain a deeper appreciation for the struggles and
triumphs of the anti-apartheid movement and its lasting impact on South
Africa and the world.

FAQs

Where can I find reliable sources for my Apartheid Webquest? Reputable1.
academic databases (JSTOR, EBSCOhost), archives of major news
organizations (BBC, CNN), and government websites (South African
government archives) are excellent starting points. Always cross-
reference information from multiple sources.

My Webquest asks for primary sources. What are those? Primary sources1.
are original documents or artifacts from the period being studied.
Examples include letters, diaries, photographs, speeches, and government
documents from the apartheid era.

What if my Webquest question isn't covered here? Use the search terms1.
related to your specific question and explore the suggested resources
above. If you're still stuck, seek assistance from your teacher or
librarian.

How can I avoid plagiarism when using online resources? Always cite your1.
sources correctly using a consistent citation style (MLA, APA, etc.).



Paraphrase information in your own words, and use quotation marks for
direct quotes.

How can I make my Webquest answers more insightful than just simple1.
facts? Analyze the information you find. Consider the context of events,
the motivations of key figures, and the long-term consequences of
apartheid. Connect the facts to bigger themes and draw your own
conclusions.
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