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Bonaventure Cemetery Map: Your Self-Guided Tour
Guide

Are you planning a visit to Savannah's captivating Bonaventure Cemetery? Intrigued by its gothic
architecture, sprawling live oaks draped in Spanish moss, and the rich history whispered from its
weathered stones? Then you've come to the right place! This comprehensive guide provides
everything you need for a memorable self-guided tour of Bonaventure Cemetery, including a virtual
map and helpful tips to make your experience truly unforgettable. We'll uncover hidden gems,
highlight key landmarks, and equip you with the knowledge to navigate this atmospheric and
beautiful location. Let's begin your exploration!

Navigating Bonaventure Cemetery: Downloading Your Map

Before you even step foot onto the hallowed grounds of Bonaventure, securing a map is crucial. While
you can find basic maps at the cemetery entrance, having a detailed, self-guided tour map in advance
significantly enhances your experience. Why? Because Bonaventure is vast! A well-designed map

allows you to plan your route, focusing on the specific areas and monuments that pique your interest.

Many options exist for acquiring a Bonaventure Cemetery map:

Online Resources: Numerous websites offer printable Bonaventure Cemetery maps. However, be sure
to check the date of the map as paths and features can occasionally change. Look for maps with clear
labeling of key monuments and walking paths.

Cemetery Gift Shop: The official Bonaventure Cemetery gift shop offers detailed maps and guides.
Purchasing a map directly supports the cemetery's maintenance and preservation efforts.

Mobile Apps: Some apps provide maps and even audio tours, layering historical context and
anecdotes onto your visit. Research available options before your trip to ensure compatibility and
functionality.

Remember to choose a map that best suits your preferences and planned visit duration. A simple
overview map is great for a quick stroll, while a more detailed map is ideal for a thorough exploration.

Bonaventure Cemetery Self-Guided Tour: Key Landmarks &
Highlights

With your map in hand, it's time to plan your route! Here are some must-see landmarks and highlights
to include in your self-guided tour:

The Iconic Live Oaks:

These magnificent trees are arguably Bonaventure's most iconic feature. Their gnarled branches,
draped with Spanish moss, create a hauntingly beautiful atmosphere. Take your time to wander



beneath their shade and appreciate their majestic presence. Many are centuries old, silent witnesses
to the cemetery's history.

The Confederate Monument:

This imposing monument stands as a sobering reminder of the American Civil War. Its design and
inscriptions offer a glimpse into the complex history of the region. It's a significant point to reflect
upon the events of the past.

The Bird Girl Statue:

Arguably Bonaventure's most photographed landmark, the "Bird Girl" statue is instantly recognizable.
Its serene beauty and the mystery surrounding its origins contribute to its enduring popularity. Locate
this iconic figure and experience its quiet power firsthand.

The Coastal Views:

While exploring the cemetery's interior, don't forget to take advantage of the stunning coastal views it
offers. Several vantage points provide breathtaking panoramas of the Savannah River and the
surrounding landscape. These peaceful vistas are a wonderful way to pause, reflect, and appreciate
the natural beauty of the location.

Notable Graves and Monuments:

Bonaventure Cemetery is the final resting place of numerous notable figures. Research individuals of
interest beforehand to locate their gravesites and learn more about their lives and contributions. The
sheer variety of architectural styles and artistic expressions in the grave markers themselves is a
fascinating aspect of the tour.

Tips for Your Bonaventure Cemetery Self-Guided Tour

Wear comfortable shoes: You'll be doing a fair amount of walking on uneven ground.

Bring water and sunscreen: Savannah's heat and humidity can be intense, especially during the
summer months.

Allow ample time: Bonaventure is extensive; don't rush your visit.

Respect the grounds: Remember that this is a sacred space. Maintain a respectful demeanor and
avoid disturbing any monuments or vegetation.

Check the weather forecast: Plan your visit accordingly.

Making the Most of Your Self-Guided Tour Experience

Beyond simply following a map, actively engage with your surroundings. Read the inscriptions on the
headstones, listen to the rustling of the leaves, and imagine the lives of those who rest here.
Bonaventure Cemetery is more than just a collection of graves; it's a living testament to Savannah's
history and a place of reflection and beauty.



Conclusion

A self-guided tour of Bonaventure Cemetery offers a unique and deeply rewarding experience. By
utilizing a detailed map and focusing on the key landmarks and highlights mentioned above, you can
craft a memorable and personalized journey through this enchanting place. Remember to approach
your visit with respect and appreciation, and allow yourself to be captivated by the beauty and history
that surrounds you. Happy exploring!

FAQs

1. Are there restrooms available at Bonaventure Cemetery? Yes, there are restrooms located near
the entrance.

1. Is Bonaventure Cemetery wheelchair accessible? While much of the cemetery is accessible,
some areas may be challenging due to uneven terrain. Check the official website for detailed
accessibility information.

1. Can | bring my dog to Bonaventure Cemetery? Pets are generally not permitted within the
cemetery grounds.

1. What are the opening hours of Bonaventure Cemetery? Opening hours vary seasonally; check
the official website for the most up-to-date information.

1. Are guided tours available in addition to self-guided tours? Yes, several companies offer guided
tours of Bonaventure Cemetery. These can provide valuable historical context and insights that
enhance the overall experience.

Additional Resources
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