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By Laura E. Ellen Levine: Child Development: An Active
Learning Approach (Second Edition, 8/12/2013) — A Deep

Dive

Are you a student, educator, or simply someone fascinated by the intricacies of child development?
Have you heard whispers about Laura E. Ellen Levine's acclaimed textbook, "Child Development: An
Active Learning Approach"? Then you've come to the right place! This comprehensive blog post dives
deep into the second edition (published 8/12/2013), exploring its strengths, weaknesses, and overall
value for understanding the fascinating journey of human development from infancy to adolescence.
We’ll unpack its key features and discuss why it remains a relevant and valuable resource years after

its publication.

What Makes Levine's ""Child Development' Stand Out?

Levine’s "Child Development: An Active Learning Approach” isn't just another textbook; it's a dynamic
learning experience. Unlike many dry, theoretical texts, Levine masterfully integrates theory with
practical application, making complex concepts accessible and engaging. The second edition,
published on August 12th, 2013, built upon the success of the first, enhancing its already impressive

features.

A Focus on Active Learning



The title itself gives it away: this book prioritizes active learning. Instead of passively absorbing
information, readers are encouraged to participate, reflect, and critically analyze the material. This

approach is achieved through various pedagogical techniques:

Case Studies & Real-World Examples:

Levine seamlessly weaves in real-world case studies and examples, bringing abstract theories to life.
These scenarios help readers connect theoretical concepts to actual developmental situations,

strengthening comprehension and retention.

Activities and Exercises:

Numerous activities and exercises throughout the book encourage active participation. These aren't
just end-of-chapter questions; they are designed to challenge readers to apply their knowledge and

deepen their understanding.

Critical Thinking Prompts:

The book doesn't shy away from complex issues. It prompts readers to critically evaluate various

perspectives and form their own informed opinions on controversial topics in child development.

Content Coverage: Key Developmental Stages

The book covers the full spectrum of child development, from prenatal development through
adolescence. Each stage receives thorough treatment, exploring physical, cognitive, social, and

emotional aspects.

Prenatal Development:



The book lays a strong foundation by detailing the critical stages of prenatal development, highlighting

the influence of genetics and environmental factors on fetal growth and development.

Infancy and Toddlerhood:

This section delves into the rapid physical, cognitive, and social-emotional changes during infancy and
toddlerhood, exploring topics such as attachment, language development, and sensorimotor

development.

Early Childhood:

The book examines the significant cognitive leaps in early childhood, including preoperational thought,

language acquisition, and social-emotional growth.

Middle Childhood and Adolescence:

The later chapters address the complexities of middle childhood and adolescence, covering topics like

concrete operational thought, moral development, identity formation, and peer relationships.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Second Edition

While generally lauded, no textbook is without its limitations.

Strengths:

Engaging and Accessible Writing Style: Levine's writing style is clear, concise, and engaging, making
the complex subject matter readily understandable.
Thorough Coverage of Key Topics: The book comprehensively covers the major theories and concepts

within child development.



Abundance of Learning Activities: The numerous activities and exercises reinforce learning and
promote active engagement.
Real-World Applicability: The use of case studies and real-world examples makes the material highly

relevant and applicable.

Weaknesses:

Potentially Dated Information: Being a 2013 publication, some information might be slightly outdated
due to ongoing research in the field. However, the core principles remain relevant.
Length: The comprehensiveness of the book can also be perceived as a weakness for some readers

due to its length.

Conclusion

Laura E. Ellen Levine's "Child Development: An Active Learning Approach" (second edition, 8/12/2013)
remains a valuable resource for anyone interested in understanding the complexities of child
development. Its engaging writing style, active learning approach, and comprehensive coverage make
it a standout textbook in the field. While some information may be slightly outdated, the core concepts
and principles are timeless and highly relevant. Its focus on active learning makes it particularly

effective for students seeking a deeper understanding of this fascinating subject.

FAQs

Q1: Is this book suitable for self-study?

A1: Absolutely! The clear writing style and numerous activities make it ideal for self-directed learning.

Q2: Are there any online resources to supplement the textbook?

A2: While specific online resources tied directly to this edition might be limited, searching for



supplementary materials related to child development theories and concepts mentioned in the book will

yield a wealth of information.

Q3: What is the target audience for this book?

A3: This book is primarily designed for undergraduate students in psychology, education, and related

fields. However, anyone with an interest in child development will find it beneficial.

Q4: How does this book compare to other child development textbooks?

A4: Compared to many other texts, Levine's book stands out due to its strong emphasis on active

learning and its engaging, accessible writing style.

Q5: Where can | purchase a copy of this second edition?

A5: Used copies are readily available online through various marketplaces like Amazon and eBay.

Checking with university bookstores might also yield results.
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