COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY HISTORY MASTERS

CorLuMsliA UNIVERSITY HisTorRY MAsTERS: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THINKING ABOUT PURSUING A MASTER'S DEGREE IN HISTORY AT CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY? Y OU'RE NOT ALONE. THIS
PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTION BOASTS A WORLD-RENOWNED HISTORY DEPARTMENT, ATTRACTING STUDENTS FROM ACROSS THE
GLOBE. BUT NAVIGATING THE APPLICATION PROCESS, UNDERSTANDING THE PROGRAM OFFERINGS, AND WEIGHING THE OVERALL
EXPERIENCE CAN FEEL OVERWHELMING. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DIVES DEEP INTO EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE
CoLumBlA UNIVERSITY HISTORY MASTERS PROGRAM, OFFERING INSIGHTS TO HELP YOU MAKE AN INFORMED DECISION.

UNDERSTANDING THE CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY HisTORY MASTERS PROGRAM

CoLuMBIA UNIVERSITY'S DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY IS A POWERHOUSE, CONSISTENTLY RANKED AMONG THE BEST IN THE WORLD.
THe MASTER oF ARTS (MA) PROGRAM IN HISTORY OFFERS A RIGOROUS AND INTELLECTUALLY STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT FOR
STUDENTS PASSIONATE ABOUT HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP.

\WHAT MAKES COLUMBIA’S PROGRAM STAND OUT?

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO COLUMBIA'S REPUTATION:

FACULTY EXPERTISE: THE DEPARTMENT BOASTS A DIVERSE FACULTY OF LEADING SCHOLARS ACROSS VARIOUS HISTORICAL
PERIODS AND GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS. YOU'LL LEARN FROM AW ARD-WINNING PROFESSORS WHO ARE ACTIVELY SHAPING THE
FIELD.

ReseArRCH OPPORTUNITIES: COLUMBIA PROVIDES EXCEPTIONAL RESEARCH RESOURCES, INCLUDING ACCESS TO EXTENSIVE
ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES (LIKE THE RENOWNED BUTLER LIBRARY), AND DIGITAL COLLECTIONS. THIS IS CRUCIAL FOR CONDUCTING IN~
DEPTH HISTORICAL RESEARCH.

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES: STUDYING ALONGSIDE BRIGHT AND AMBITIOUS PEERS, AND INTERACTING WITH RENOWNED
FACULTY, OPENS DOORS TO VALUABLE PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS.

LocATION: LOCATED IN THE HEART OF NEW YoRrk CiTY, COLUMBIA OFFERS UNPARALLELED ACCESS TO MUSEUMS, ARCHIVES,
AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS THAT ENRICH THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE. THIS PROVIDES INVALUABLE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.

CAREerR PATHWAYS: A COLUMBIA HISTORY MASTERS CAN OPEN DOORS TO DIVERSE CAREER PATHS, INCLUDING ACADEMIA,
ARCHIVES, MUSEUMS, JOURNALISM, GOVERNMENT, AND MORE.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE AND REQUIREMENTS

THE MA IN HisTorY AT COLUMBIA TYPICALLY INVOLVES COURSEWORK AND A THESIS. LET'S DELVE INTO THE DETAILS:

COURSEWORK

THE CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A SOLID FOUNDATION IN HISTORICAL METHODOLOGY AND THEORY, ALONGSIDE
SPECIALIZED STUDY IN YOUR CHOSEN AREA OF INTEREST. STUDENTS TYPICALLY COMPLETE A RANGE OF COURSES COVERING
DIFFERENT HISTORICAL PERIODS, GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS, AND THEMATIC APPROACHES. EXPECT RIGOROUS SEMINARS, DEMANDING
READINGS, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN CRITICAL DISCUSSIONS WITH FELLOW STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS.

THEesIS RESEARCH

A SIGNIFICANT COMPONENT OF THE PROGRAM IS THE MASTER'S THESIS, WHICH REQUIRES STUDENTS TO CONDUCT INDEPENDENT
RESEARCH AND PRODUCE A SUBSTANTIAL SCHOLARLY WORK. THIS PROCESS INVOLVES IDENTIFYING A RESEARCH TOPIC,



DEVELOPING A RESEARCH PROPOSAL, CONDUCTING ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, ANALYZING SOURCES, AND WRITING A COMPREHENSIVE
THESIS. FACULTY ADVISORS PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THIS CRUCIAL PHASE.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

GAINING ADMISSION To COLUMBIA'S COMPETITIVE HISTORY MA PROGRAM REQUIRES A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD, COMPELLING
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, AND A WELL-WRITTEN PERSONAL STATEMENT THAT SHOWCASES YOUR RESEARCH INTERESTS
AND SUITABILITY FOR THE PROGRAM. GRE SCORES ARE USUALLY REQUIRED, ALONG WITH PROFICIENCY IN AT LEAST ONE
RELEVANT FOREIGN LANGUAGE (DEPENDING ON YOUR CHOSEN SPECIALIZATION).

SPECIALIZATIONS AND AREAS OF Focus

THe HiIsSTORY DEPARTMENT AT COLUMBIA OFFERS A BROAD RANGE OF SPECIALIZATIONS, CATERING TO DIVERSE INTERESTS. SoMEe
COMMON AREAS OF FOCUS INCLUDE:

ANCIENT HISTORY: EXPLORING THE CIVILIZATIONS OF ANTIQUITY.

MEeDIEVAL HISTORY: FOCUSING ON THE EUROPEAN MIDDLE AGES.

EARLY MoDERN HisTORY: COVERING THE PERIOD FROM THE RENAISSANCE TO THE ENLIGHTENMENT.
MOoDERN HISTORY: EXAMINING THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES.

AMERICAN HISTORY: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

GLoBAL HISTORY: A TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON HISTORICAL PROCESSES.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AND FINANCIAL AID

PURSUING A MASTER'S DEGREE CAN BE EXPENSIVE. THANKFULLY/ COLUMBIA OFFERS VARIOUS FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES TO
SUPPORT STUDENTS, INCLUDING TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS, RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS, AND FELLOWSHIPS. EXPLORING THESE
OPTIONS EARLY IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. ADDITIONALLY, STUDENTS CAN APPLY FOR EXTERNAL
SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS TO SUPPLEMENT THEIR FUNDING.

CAREER PROSPECTS AFTER GRADUATION

A CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY HISTORY MASTERS OPENS UP A WIDE ARRAY OF CAREER PATHS. GRADUATES OFTEN PURSUE CAREERS
INZ

ACADEMIA: TEACHING AT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.

ARCHIVES AND MuUseUMS: CURATORIAL ROLES, ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, AND PRESERVATION WORK.
GOVERNMENT AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS: PoLICY RESEARCH, HISTORICAL ANALYSIS, AND ADVOCACY.
JOURNALISM AND PUBLISHING: HISTORICAL WRITING, EDITING, AND RESEARCH FOR MEDIA OUTLETS.

CoNcLUSION

THE CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY HISTORY MASTERS PROGRAM IS A CHALLENGING YET REWARDING OPPORTUNITY FOR ASPIRING
HISTORIANS. W ITH ITS RENOWNED FACULTY, EXCEPTIONAL RESOURCES, AND VIBRANT ACADEMIC COMMUNITY, IT PROVIDES A
STRONG FOUNDATION FOR A SUCCESSFUL CAREER IN THE FIELD. THOROUGH PREPARATION AND A WELL-STRUCTURED
APPLICATION ARE KEY TO SECURING A PLACE IN THIS PRESTIGIOUS PROGRAM. REMEMBER TO THOROUGHLY RESEARCH YOUR
SPECIFIC AREAS OF INTEREST WITHIN THE PROGRAM TO ENSURE ALIGNMENT WITH YOUR ACADEMIC GOALS.

FAQs

1. WHAT IS THE AVERAGE CLASS SIZE FOR HISTORY MA couUrses AT CoLuMBIA? CLASS SIZES VARY DEPENDING ON THE



COURSE, BUT GENERALLY, THEY ARE RELATIVELY SMALL, FOSTERING A CLOSE-KNIT LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AND
FACILITATING MEANINGFUL INTERACTIONS WITH PROFESSORS AND PEERS.

1. ARE THERE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TO STUDY AT CoLuMBIA? YES, COLUMBIA ACTIVELY
RECRUITS INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND PROVIDES SUPPORT SERVICES TO HELP THEM ADJUST TO LIFE IN NEW Y ORK
CiTy.

1. WHAT IS THE TYPICAL TIMEFRAME FOR COMPLETING THE MA PROGRAM? MOST STUDENTS COMPLETE THE PROGRAM
WITHIN TWO YEARS.

1. Does CoOLUMBIA OFFER ONLINE OR HYBRID LEARNING OPTIONS FOR THE HISTORY MA PROGRAMP CURRENTLY, THE
HisTory MA PROGRAM AT COLUMBIA IS PRIMARILY ON-CAMPUS.

1. How cAN | GET IN TOUCH WITH CURRENT STUDENTS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES? COLUMBIA'S HISTORY
DEPARTMENT WEBSITE MAY OFFER CONTACT INFORMATION FOR CURRENT STUDENTS, OR YOU CAN REACH OUT TO THE
DEPARTMENT’'S ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF FOR ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTING WITH STUDENTS.
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